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Here's what [ do

e.ve.r“x, CJGL:,.

(So I don't have

to Eaep Writing it.)

/|

OLVOLLV\CJ 4’ am.




—

[ tend to the lorriams ;
First thina, Collect the wilk

83 G am [ /\e.a..cl

to work in the attic.

Then! eat

my breakfast
in the Ritchen.




May let me have the attic room.
I[t's large, but the sloping ceiling
makes it Feel small.

We stop for small TR X [r it's o nice
meals at Hawm and ,' in a couple of hours
4‘Pm. Dinner at gpm. in the ga.rcfe.ﬂ.




The last Fr.-'c:fa.:, of every wmonth,
[ walk to the w'ﬁa.se. with owr crops
to contribute to the Food co-op.

Q,’é{;

[ really hated the idea

at first, but [ came to en jOy it

\ \
B

Now [ wiss those days.

My First few wonths here,
I re.ste..cl (an( I ’ea..l"r\e.cl
to do all these chores.

Be.Ca.use. Bec,a.use.




"You still haven't
figured out how
to do your job"?

| don't think I've ever thought of
my magic the way you do.

PR /=




§ ; | come over =N _
Are you asking every weekend 1= X so you'll feel
me for help? tohavedinner B 4 B safetotalk
- ~ Q8 Wwith the famil N\ =
74 ‘, Y

Because that's

OK, you know. /7

You'resupposed 1}
to. Remember? 24

Allthe times I've
used my magic before,
itwas because | really

wanted to.

It's just...I'm
| sofar behind.

| have so much trouble
figuring outhow todo
something I'm dreading,

| dontkncy haw & there's so much of it.

I'm ever going to get
itall done...

I'll start coming over

every day until we get
itworked out, all right?

We can doittogether.




Are you taking your meds
& following your schedule?

Knock off that
stinky talk.

Having & fulfilling
obligations to yourself
is good for you.

Whenvyou struggle,

May & Rae helpyou. § '

No. You'reright.
This is better.

lcandoitifit's
justone, and |
know whereitis.

But finding them,
gathering them,
identifying...
That's all dark.

You know
| have to.

May & Rae

won'tleave

me aloneif
| don't.

Things are going well.
\ You'reimproving, even
if it's taking a bit longer.

A\ SN
It's not all bad, right? Or
do you miss using fruit as

a prosthetic & eating
dead leaves?

For the job thing...
I'mnotsure howto
go about handling

souls en masse.

3 3 Jr"

“¥ | know exactly
what to bring
tomorrow,
then.




TAQ- next cja..3 _ [ didn't really
[D : ¢ listen, but he
was even busier : R

t}\a,n usu.a./ ;

% Lem came over !
~ with soul samples and NG

“~- T talked A LOT.

o a4

Viv had

alread y ! |

Lewm started
a Fight with Viv
in the /i'v."nj

room,

[ quess I'm not ([ do wondér

the only one ;
with behavioral WAGLL' tAe,;r !32.9.4" :

isshes Wwi is tAC)U»ﬁA. )

A




Viv has gotten
v, swo/e. I‘a.te.fg.

Viv had
come OQver
to give notes
| On wmy erotic
" friend fiction

P art of my
sentence is a lack
of privacy, all wmy
writi:(g has to be

But Viv vO/unteerecf to
My and be the one who read
Kae clO it a_” my erotic fiction.

mostly. M :
63 at least /ette.rz a.n:f:! (a't Ie'a'StJ until he
Y\EELCJ S Ere.a,,i)

twO Other Pe.OP/e.. my diar Y

rea

Aside fromtheracist 4 1 This latest
& classist issues we / r:.l | NS chapter

discussed last time it
featuringyet again... was quite...
suspenseful!

: e Nice work.
/‘1&5 Sa-ysS he Sfmpfg pities wme,

but he seems to 3e.nm'nef3
en joy some Of wy writing,

If you sanded our |
names off this, |
might not mind
havingitonmy
bookshelf,
you know?

a Soocf Friend!

Please don't take
this too literally




After tAst, we g0t to They can appear or

talking about the souls . /=l disappear apparently
' atrandom. It'sonly

Le.m A&c’ cl rOPPe.J off by chance thatLem
POV‘ me, a.,ncl Low I WaLS A ' _ catches them atall.
Aa.vm 9 troab/ e fsof atin 9 '

and identif ying them. ._ \ / b~

We have certain
attractants, he
tells me, but...

Observing
theminthe
first place

We need a tracking, monitoring
system of some kind, or a test
we can perform to determine

where they gather...

i A

Viv thought % " Then, ke started
talking about
how his scientists
fook at creatures
too small to see

with the naked eyve.

about it while
[ ate CA@@SE—.

Seems likean OA’ [t's
imagingissue. You ' I
can try dying the souls { e
to make them visible, ¥ t;\a't GLS:,.
or shining weird types
oflighton them.

What a Fruitful

You may notbe able o ay this turned
tosee them, buta J

camera could. oult toO Be..’




« B X
\
. ?j’! This is how we balance = 1§
R - v
{7 our elemental ener g9y NOW.

Ir we clra_,w the correct kind

of runes, we can do it

After Viv left, | went to the

circle For wy wmonthly mgélita_t:on. % e, LEREERYs it

n I
(/T4 31"8- 30&”&.

[ zone out
Ths is

a..b"-cj en jO
actually AT

something patide.

G0, ¢
I en jOy \

c! oin 3.’

Overall, it should have the effect of ‘ma.L.r'ns
us a fot less demented. [t's had a Eig
impact already I don't thnk [ could have

WAG.-t we f Orget a..ﬂcf WACLt we y done this before.

Our memories are stored in
the egregore, and it mana.ges

remember, as well as

re.c(ucf'nj the sheer number
of mewmories we have oOn
account of being immortal.

~

s

© But it has its down sides too.”

[ had o weird

dream last Y\fj}mt. ;




I t was tf\e. Pa.st o I saw Lem in the
wAen we om'ﬂfna./ ,3 N cf!'Sta.-ﬂce-. He. wa.s

lived together. very small.

] was AOchMg a : Green Aa..r'rJ
leek a particular and liguid all
way | felt the around him,

leaves on wy back _ on the ground.

and shoulder.

want to

[ didee o [ hnow
know what ,{ '

was 50ing

te.rrfﬁe.cf :

He turned

tO see.
LA ’;’




™G
[ looked down

at what Lem

[t was just another

fe.e.k. He was _AO/chnﬁ

it a lot /i}%e, | was.

[t was. wei;ﬂc() because none
" of us cooked, but that's

fine. [t's just a dream.

- 3 F
| 4
Ty
ol -‘ ® -
3
1* .
~
4 /
.'l ,\‘

Anc:{ a wave OP relief

CV‘G.S}}E—C’ Over wme,

So it turne.cJ
out to be a

nice o m.at.\nr\.Ir ;

Eve.rgt;um L] /

4 was fine.,




My scary, but gqood dream ended

_Up causing a lot of Prob/ams. I'

Wedon'thave alot of time. %
Lemis coming over to spend
the whole day, sinceit's the
weekend.

-
A b

"Rae, wantto &=

Just please don 't = play game.s?

bring it up until we've had 34
' achancetotalk about it. 4

f | brought the ;
cereal | told
\ youccbout'




For yelling, I was placed
in baby jail, where you
don't set to talk.

| don't do that
kind of thing
anymore, so it

really doesn't{i .

bother me!

¥/ You mean you
ii scared mein
L' | mydream for
l\ NOTHING?

15

Oh, |sth'|§ '
c:b{)utthedn:lry‘J

' It's no big A -
: deal, so
D, don‘tworry /&
\ aboutit! /1§
w0 \ B

‘anyway, | did it mostly

out of medical curiosity.

[ st ten more wminutes
3
in baby J‘a.f'/) but Lem

\ kapt Saying it was OK.



By the time [ got out
of baby jail, they were

playing video games.

[ 've a,/r'e.a.c-fg ta./ke.o’

about this with Ma,y 5

but Lem and Rae
are getting along
surprisingly well.

TAe.g started ta./Afnj
a-ga-in like nothing /xa.PPe.ne,cJ.

TAe:, SPG?,Y\CI a lot of

time to 3e.t}»e,r.

May says that as long |
as they don't talk about |
anything serious, it's easy |

for them to get along

with each other.




Hey Lem, do you :
read your secondaries’

= === minds? = gl

/ ‘ Well, what if you
checked onone & I
. they were doing & SIKHAESE
something

L embarrassmg m Ve N

Wouldn't that ‘b

= 2 Yes,yes,I'm!
#) gettingan

Oh god!
| seeFola...
He's eating a
DISGUSTING
messy

sandwich! N Asifi'd g WS
" letyou = S

N goad me P> 5

asshole @ <




Then, Lem "™S&=
a.-ﬂd( [ went
wpstairs
to work.

[ didn't understand why
[ couldn't talk about
the dream with Lewm.

S ¢ Hmm, that's
'8 greatprogress
though.

F I Aa.te..

censoring 8

wmyself.

[ want to say

T what's on wmy wmind.




%
/—}. Why, this is

gz. incredible~!

[ [ shouldn'e have

t0 hold bac L\

: An image projected
by a dead soul...

A\
Itlooks like %
\  amaze,or

K _ ’ / a glyph. e | ..




20

Don'tyou think (Y 2 /" You'vealwaysbeen \

youowemean L . B like this, and now you've '

explanation of ;  : ¥ bamboozled your sister
~thatdream? 4 o N and brother intoittoo.

mp

\ !.,k N

You thinkyou're
better than me, F R\
don'tyou? =4

Y

I'm punished for \ ‘

4 havingthesame R A\l | ever wanted was
feelings as every- 8

oneelse! (7 'i for you to love me.




"Turning
his nose
Y\ upatme
_ PO | fromhis || 1\
Y 48\ throne. /) |
. Lookathim g / It'stoo much
rolling his | || formy feeblq

eyes atme! 4 L\ hearttobear. |

-

21



7 Cal, Idon't
want to fight.

J

Y Youhave '

l?!: §
'l madean !

incredible , _. ' Thmkwhatever

discovery |
today!

derail the work ) B\
| over nonsense
right now.

Please don't

/You can talk a

the dream later with
K Rae and May if you
. want!

— T
{d Butthe reasonI'M hereis
\ to help with magic.
DS e "'

g (N

mou're not going to let

this go, | have to leave.

o

you wantto think W\
~,' aboutthe dream! A

|don't want
to leave, we have
so much to get
done!




That's all
you think about.
Leaving.

Go ahead.
Ditch me.

It's what
9 youreally

.' Whether I'm

~ sincere or not
doesn'tseem
to matter, eh? ;

Here we S W, & o
are, anyway. \\8&, T WIS I'mdoing 4
R - N itagain.




24

It's no wonder my
family doesn't care
about me when | can't
stop opening my big
mouth and talking

about the pain. y

Idid my
very best
for you

children.

But...

Please. i
Don't. QAN

I'm sorry for being sucha
terrible parent. Maybe you'll
understand someday, when your
children abandon you like you
abandoned me.

Remember
what our lives - 73
usedtobelike? .4

have we
all forgotten
the good




R .
E & LA

To think it
would all
turn out
like this...

You were such

a beautiful, happy /| How can | apologize
baby. w7 | | for what I've done?

| knew the moment
| saw you that | loved
you, that | would love
you for the rest of time.

A\ B
£  Raising youand Y 7N (
1/ {(1N

your brother became

my reason for living. ¢ Itwillnever
¥ beenough.

. P D Dy Ry TN
a4 .










Oh, stop blubbering.
It'sembarrassing. 4

You were always
asore loser.

A longhas
I itbeen? J




AT \ \ _‘d@

-

You'rea
monster.




I'll take care of Cal.
7 Don'ttake your eyes
off of him, ok?

Could have
have been
worse




Thatwas...
I mean...
Doyou...l....

W May & | were monitoring
' your mental state, like
youaskedusto. _

Nothing
appeared to
be wrong until
it was too late.
Thenitwas...

-
~

Hey. Uh.
Let's getout
of this house

for abit.

Youwanna
walk through
the woods?

It was like, a lot,
all at once.
Really fast...




It's gonna be cold,
so suit up.

a coat of your
! ownorareyou // :
still borrowing? Y Um, | have
o, one of my

I'll figure it
out eventually.

| want
togo
outside.

Justdon't
laugh atme
for wearing

socks and

sandals.

Pfft, you know | won't.

It's my feet
I'mworried
about.

Oh? You still
don'thavea
pair of boots? oy

Even with ¥
the custom |
sizing, the
hard upper
| is justmurder/
" onmytoes. =

Mm, do
you smell

That's the smell
of snow coming...
and wood smoke.




Let's
goget
smashed.
It's only
natural.

The colonists usually
have a bonfire going
on Saturday nightif
remember correctly.

Yeah, all
right.

You been ~ Ah,lcan't
smoking like really roll
I told you? my own cus
of my...

| wouldn't
haveto
bum

Oh come on. yours!
Just bum off May.

ol N




Have you gone

to the colony much? No...I'mstill
: pretty nervous

aboutleaving the g : ¥ Theseare
house... 5 nice people.
They'll like

you.

Yeah, May
says so too.

Do you
wanna talk
about what
happened?

Maybe in
abit...Though
honestly it
was nothing
special.

i




He was
doing that
every other
conversation BN
back when &
westill §
talked.

like that

remember?
You were there,
: mostly.

Though | guess
you were pretty
deluded about it.

" It'scold comfort,
butthat's what the
egregoreis for. |

.~ Ohgood, they
= have afire going Comeon,

. like I hoped. we're almost
“1 . there.

=" Notstealing
aheal, butbeing
a huge asshole

Yeah..l have

B alot ofmemories

toreassess.







Lem, is that what old
people look like?

OK, Walder says

we can use the fire /= ' D2 ~ Yeah, Rae
y o EEEE ’ r

aslongaswe - | '

G that's what old people

2
What s it? A\ look like.




' lknowyou §
| don'twanna, &
but please

| totally getit, bud, but
I can also tell you want to talk
about something.

And you can't
speak your mind
until we have
privacy.

v —

| don't want to cough

a lot & get sick again though...




Well, | guess | feel stupid, cus '\
IthoughtI'dgetyouto talk,and | T 1 I krow
would help, & I'd accomplish what e | wasn't
| think May wants me to do... \ ' the one

; in hot

walter

o —. but...

.

I'm supposed to help you,
and instead you're having
to help me. It's fucked up.

Somehow
; = thatdoesn't
S iy : make me feel
Youthink STREEESE all that better.
this shitis easy M 7. N
or something? 258 A s -

. S\ Gl y d LI I'm not being nice
/ You're B ) = 8. | enoughto you, buddy?
not stupid, just _ A\ O\ ~
inexperienced. |/ _ ' g 7" No...
That'show £ 8 1/ & | don't
itis. 5 -\ ‘o T B ' " know what
> F QS : ~ T Q - I'mtrying
. ' : ' ' to say.




Why don'twe
talk about something
else?

How are you
doing? How are
you liking life
outside of Cal?

about your

research?
That's actually

doing really well, §
at least | think. A

My presentation
should be ready

for the meeting. Did you come any

closer to figuring out
whatyou are?

P g,
W,

Uyaasss”

Howaml liking it?
Good question.

Obviously,
my agoraphobia's
a lot better now.

It was so bad at first,
but | glazed over when it even
started tapering off...

| didn'tfind
anyone else
like me.

| don't know,
I'mjustatroll
thing | guess.

Shadap
asshole.

Really?
You think so?




Do you have
any relationship
experience?

If you don't mind
me asking...

Eh...I've had
some weird

experiences. >y Butno, nothing |
going on with me

May is a better Generations back, "4 At Y May
person to ask. | one of his ancestors : & has dated
"\ You know Walder | & May were married, i} lots of artists &
\ back there? He's ; & the extended family 1 d o writers over the
; ] . Settled nearby. N years, so the

related tous colony grew.

by marriage.

So, yousee,
we can havea
positive impact

on the world.

I'm not having that
talk with you again.

And don't make the obvious mistakes.
Like participating in your own cult,

i Absolutely not.
talking about g : '
. yourself?

S,

I'mtalking

bout Fol ;
e a_ You're lucky you

! don'thavesecondaries




Cal, you're
staying in your
room the rest
of the day.

>  Fine,
punish me,
browbeat me,
whatever.

I'mused
to yourill
_ treatment.

areall so
_ Far be small minded.
itformeto .- Youactlike #
object! mortals half &
the time.

It's awonder | get
anything done atall....

ldon't
feelbad,
if that's what
you'retrying /i

to do. ‘(

Why?
Itdidn't
hurt him!
He's fine!




- ) Iit'llbe
| remember ~J differentthis
You're § what's happened _ e finie:
bullshitting before, Cal. e
meon - :
this?

v " Your medication will
\ have to be adjusted again.

But . _
because of 1 P | ! ldon't
what you've done, | v need it!
you're going to be 4 g /
really sick
later.

Yeah, that's what
I'm saying. Your meds
have been rendered
p. useless. By you.

I'm not holding

You interrupted your own recovery. . back either. Cal

You involved Lem out of spite.

Everyone
elseis putting
in a good faith

effort.

I'm so ashamed and
embarrassed right now.
I'm bitter and I'm angry.

\

You take things I've worked
hard on, and you turn
them to ash.

~ Everyone
. exceptyou.




¢ ldidn't ©
= DOany- |
o thing!
\"'  Whatdo Wt Y /& 9
f.\ youexpect : #/ |lovehim!
\ B 1 [ | wouldn't

Youtreat - - metC:.do, R v+ harma

strangers better. sayi'm AN\ N  hairon
| | sorry? gms R |

| Y L=/ his head!

Oh, and.

| don'trecall
giving you permission
totouchme, Cal.

Haveit
your
way.

This is a vacation for
you & we both know it.

'\
You know
Y?U want us how painful itis
to give up on the "7 forus, & you're
whole thing. 'z pushing your
: & Z : . advantage.

We're not going to give up.




| was always aware
you were pushy when
we were young...
That was enough to
make me leave.

/. ’o ' -.But | used to think
p
. N you were kind and
_intelligent!

Now | see you act
totally different
fromone person /4
tothe next. &

Do you even
know who you are?
After all this time?
We're millions of
years old!

Is everything;&/

do in pursuit of this

sick game?

and then
ou butter me up.

Is your kindness
just a veil for your
cruelty?

Canl say
something?

Why don't
you write in your
diary.

Am | to understand
that every time you're
nice tome, there'san
instance where you're
cruel tothem?

I'llreaditif
| feel like it.




S

Everyone
ganging up on me.




think Garenga
will be soon?

Holdon

7 oy asec, Rae.
finally 3 ' b

snowing S N ..
forreal :
instead
of just

# drifting

8\ around.




L What
is that?!

Steadyon,
itwon't hurt us.

When
itsnows,
they pace
about,
gathering
the flakes
in their
wings for

Whoa.
It's fast.

It's some type of
carsekel'ek, uh,
anicedragon.

You normally don't

see thematall.
They hide.

‘Where does
something like
that hide?!

W

4 Why is the

' tail like that? It looks like Lo

a pancake.

Idon't
design
most of

@ snatchingmy | §
own wig,
but...




' How l used
¥ todothings
was flawed.

You used o
todesign &
: whenwe

i were kids.

| how many
| ofthosedo |
you see

now?

: " italways %
EREEY turned outthe
g same. They'd
. & get sick and
, Constantly adjusting, sy
w . tweaking, making /8 f -

decisions.

What
they really
needed was
my absence. &

4" The “failures"

that were ignored are actually
responsible for most plants &
e animals on Faidia.

-

But evenifl'd had a choice aboutit,
| would have preferred it like this.

- Lots of weird

‘e - i / . animals to see.
: " Of course, | design
when | needto. S :
R | . peaking of

f -.L'_ke the me_l_ceys' weird, what's




We have
to stop meeting

like this.

You looked different...
There was a thing eating
your head....

e

It's called
a hood,
buddy.

Y
S
Bt

8 Trickedby
clothes again...?

= P T il H .. .

Why are there
so many clothes?

| got
worried
because

of the

Visibility is
dropping fast.

Let's get
back to the
house.




7 Seriously
Yeq, A4 o 50 though,

that's
bt elementals

I was . )= aremere
" saying. a " . figureheads. )

R

I believe our
purpose is
to become

), obsolete. £

yw e

about how he doesn't
do his job barely at all.

% .
& Well, we are just
=Y sentient conduits for
elemental energy. &

We're not sure why SRR
. wehappened B T
88 tobesentient.

There i

% are mortals
interested in
turning usinto

batteries.

You have
S nothing toworry |,
=& .. about. Atleast
Welllforoneamnot §. not yet.
interested in being "just"
a conduit, thank you.

-
7

¥

]

' > i A . - I shouldn'tjoke

Oh, yes.

The anti-elemental .

sects from Miavra.
Mienogolner.

y ¥ i Y . aboutit, because it's \4

horrible, but there's
apart of me who's
kind of on board
for the battery
thing.
Ifthey
want my job,
they're welcome
toit.




You're right,
it's horrible &
you shouldn't
joke about it.

The anti-elemental "
sects are a mixed bag.
I'm sure therearemany ©
ex-church among them,

but the dragons disown
anyone who joins.

: You know .
¥ they'ddestroy &
L everything. y. -

ou're not I : : ., S i,
sorryatall P j i . : : A
. ; I don't care for the idea f
= - J BA VUars of dragons being our &8
Turnusinto batteries? iy ¥ . (O enemies. '
Anti-elemental? ] S Doy B : -
Are these church folk?

I have bad
_news for you,

Land dragons
& Mienogolner.

There are
alot of land
dragons who

S

| need Calto get his head on
straight so | can stop those two
groups. If they have a crossover

" Thoseare "
~\ smallones, §

81 Ofcoursethe groups who
: ; engage us the most politically
: et & they're e are doing so because they
Mm but there aye nerds! + BB want to destroy us...
_arealotofem (e ‘X .




Lem, let's
not gettoo
morbidin
front of your
brother.

I'm a big boy,
| can takeit.

Walkinginthe
. snowisalotof work.
. Lem,whydon'tyou

make some of your
hot avesch? 4 Rae

§ hasn'thad |

ityet.
vy Oh, that's a greatidea.
. Do you have fresh roots?

you're
already
crying
a little.

Everything
isso scary.




Haha. This
turned out

| always loved

Lem's avesch. =

It's not stringy %
atall.

P T i

i

. | \ lthasa f
I{S:::est-_:h cull'; rr:g;ke_:llmll 4 . b ; texture like potato,
gRiCipay, DUti-wiialsg but tastes almost...

\ warm you up. > 7\ =\ _ Minty?

y If the snow
_ sticks, of course

we will, .

It snowed, so
will we celebrate
~ Garengasoon?




Yes, go ahead, make
merry where | can hear
everything.

Soon, you'll
all besorry...

Kick me
whileI'm
down.

Make sure
| know how much you
all loveitwhenI'm
not around.




Wow, your hair.
You look so BAD.

May warned
me that it would
. be like this.

It's almost 6pm,
you know. _

sister know
you're up

Just give me
a minute toum...
Yes, she
letmein.

She saidifl
help you clean this
roomup, | getto ask
you about the new
death process.

Soyourdepression
mess gave me some leverage,
& loosened her protectiveness

of you while you areill. See?
It all works out.




Dear ch'a.r:,,

[t's been a long
time since [ last wrote.
It's SpPring now, and
Fola cawme over to see
tAe. Progress [ 've. ma.cJe.
on the soul recycling

PI"O Je.c. t.

g

At First, it'd gone like
IIC.‘J e—:xPecte-J...

[ worked

like a wad man,

For weeks.
|
|

)

¢ It vias ke My

mind was on Fire!
[ sta.ge.cf up c'a.g a.nc!
night to get the
infrastructure

;

Ki 3At before [ Ffinished ) [
ran into a problem [ couldn't
solve. Onfg o hair avay
From Ffreedom. StoPPe,cf

Ta) my tl"a.C’iS

|1?

— (l re.a,flid
- “‘“‘“‘ E  sad.
- e =

Before [ knew it,

4 wonths had passed.




iy My

Fola. was

. skull
Mﬂ ACLH" . ' right. I look is flat

90t ma.tte.c( A i terrible. ontop,

at sOme
Po:'nt sO
Ma.g clt

[ quess since [ was
expressing any emotion,

/'1(1.5 wa.s ,LG.P Py

N

Iook who st " Don'tkeep

Fola waiting.

you cut my hair...

It (\

, Héy,\/ How could\\ -

"

You did all that while
| was brushing my teeth?

Developed some
life skills since | last
saw you?

let'sgodo
this thing
then.

I'msoglad
/ =
~ you noticed. _
I'm top of my . ' I e  Stepover

no idea
- home ecclass. : Wit Yome here.

[
eC |15




PRI iRy é

After 3\
you. | | \ A melcey threw it out.
= ;I' 9§ Maybroughtittometo
b e A useasa portal marker.
,..”7 % n A

A 2% May said, "l don't :
22 ' 2 want any gosh-darn
: : horrifying invisible
)

phantom holesin my
| house," if | recull

’ Areyou...
-' gesturing %" é[é
Uhhh.. WN—"2  / towardsthe A oo
tacky bead %) curtain.
curtain? | g/
e - gettoo \( A\ 4
' wound
&)1 & : N ‘ll
J q v up_ :fr_. ;
In your N -
| bedroom? Wow... j
.'l‘:'. ] I've had only
W | negativereviews
A ) 3 . - Sofar.
{ é ;5; >
. l’f 8 ]
@ /
" lcan't believel'm |/
going to experience
. one of your pocket / N
b dimensions. 4 .
S | might as well
4o PR At go first, so you know
wul s h s T ) S
s S N ¥ what to do.
ES § ':"':‘!"-'
2 5@%‘ _ "



That'sso
weird...

i 7C0 4"‘ The less you think
\( ‘7 about it, the better.
Don'tbe nervous. Y2l | \
You just walkin like you'd G '
walk down a hallway.

y N/ 7/

You'lljust disappear
into the wall, like so.

It's very stable. The magic
is fixed, so no worries there.

' .I

follow
afterme. '
Ididn'tget
outofbed
just for you
to chicken




This is...
alocker
room

hallway? 4

This is just a buffer,
a junction that | can build , The workspace

~_ additional portals onto. ’F\‘i“hmugh that
i door.

- Letme e,
And very sl ooy [
minimal... RENGDEX is for to-



Your hair
is back...

ljustgo
with whatever B
self-concept

| have lying
aroundin

it
i

No. | just used your

RECIIIV? . current look. Designing
Sowe're Eat o forms is a lot of work. |
. apoutme:
alwaysin : i
specter Am | different Oh...So may| cﬁzﬂ :e
. 2 | may have changed changeit? ;
formin too? Did you something by mistake, g it foryou,

though. Does that count? but I'm not

imagine me
witha

It would | don't
Be isn'tthis the be so much even know
that / ideal way for better if we why we bother
asit elementalsto justlivedin with these
live? Inaspace agic areas | physical
Qctuully designed just like this bodies

by one? You can
really stretch your
skills outin here,
right?

PY- I'm starting to realize we
e have a lot more to talk about.

Why don'tyou
take a seat?

You meanyou've
reconsidered my
internship?!




please,
sirl!

Lemwon't
teach me!

Your
dogged
interestin
metaphysical
elementsis
dangerous.
You need
guidance.

| should have been
[l YOURsecondary,

. z‘ not his! T —
\ | ,
S ‘ Fola, please, ; - |

i ’ ‘ sit down.

B

No.. # K=
It's better. _

Your troubled dynamic
with Lemanerial is well
known, of course.

Isn't that better?
Now we can take all
the time we need.

But he doesn't
take me seriously.
Constantly bugs 4
me about my

experiments. £\ =

Butl had heard
things had improved
betweenyou. Is
that false?

| know I'm
not fully matured.
But I'mno baby,
either!



Y . i

Haven'tyou ' It hardly counts if the
given him reason experiments
to worry, though? are unsuccessful.

|

A momentago, |
said that your
interests are

dangerous.

J N

So, | guessed
correctly. You
need to stop
immediately.

Are you already
dabbling in dimensional
magic? Are you doing
something involving the
lagoon?

There's All of that stuff is so easy

wiorkiars plenty of for me to do. Especially
L Employees. environmental with melceys to help...
§ work to be ( =N

done.

Areyou
neglecting
your own
element?

Give them
different jobs.

Am | really
thatweird to
be so interested
in this type of
magic? N

i , Like. Am | crazy,

oris this system full
| o of strange loopholes
that we could easily \
exploit for more
resources...?



You're...not
wrong.

Sorry, | seemed
to lose my breath for
a moment.

e _ No,

‘ he must
: A have meant

something
else. 4
) < J o
I'm not sure if you're e, -
aware, but Lem has always '
y This was all

had a personalinterestin

this end of magic, from
when he was about

your age...

\ 7
+

| remember
him saying things
like what you just
said, tome.

my own ideaq,
he has no interest
initwhatsoever.

| " Lemdidn't
C0T1 assure you, he ?deant just talk about
the same as you did. loopholes.
How do you He

think he managed to
defeat meinthe
old days?

used
one.

It's hard

to believe, but

once you putit
thatway...

e

| think | might have

figured out why Lem

& youdon't
geton.

4 remind

him of
himself.



That's another thing.
Your system.

You mightalso
causeinjuryto
reality as we =S

knowit.

Like me & my
portals & all
the otherissues

this system has...

Lemisway
more precocious '
than you think.

Ifit'sup
and running, why
are you still locked
up here? They can't
hold you forever,
N can they?

—H_

But, remember, you can't
go around saying Lem shouldn't
be your primary. ltisn't right
& won't solve anything.

Yes sir..-.
I'l do my best!

| haveto be
very careful.

He maimed himself
many times in pursuit
of his interests. He is
probably horrified at

the prospect you
will do the same.

Oh, To explain that, | should

well just get started on teaching the

. Whole thing. It's what we're
here for, after all.

IS ¢

WRAoR [l

Allrightthen.
Let me load up the
soul | selected.

To conclude our digression,
consider this the first day of
your internship with me.

These get caught in the filters
| have had set up all over the world.
We can look at those later.




Do you have

' /
any issues with

. Ak ) =
.', 1 i. ) : - ’ &
Q - e\ i motion sickness?
e - \Y |-
/ " . p— /
Notthatl &
know of.

i

And | know you
have experience with
this equipment.

we'll go through
the process of resolving
asingle soul.

Virtual
reality...?

The
computer takes
adeath glyph, and
turnsitintoan
visualization you
can explore &
interact with.

| was inspired

by Rae & Lem's video

games. They provide
the kind of visuals
& neural feedback

I wanted.

So the glyph provides
coordinates in the lagoon?

Yes, it
helps narrow down
an actual location within
the simulated lagoon.

Now, | won't _
lie to you. This can ¢’

be very frightening, M would never | )
butno harmwill AN [CSX="] doanything |

come to you. A, ascoolas
SRS i
NS

we'llneed /]
chairs at

F
4




Now, relax. Y Commencing... _ ' I've closed

[ Close your eyes. f Al " 7" them...

..Right.
Now you can
open them.

@
- '1“““
s

/A'v""- g

Is this a dimension N\ A _
within a dimension, ' A h
No, thereis 18
only the one dimension. TN
B\ We are still "there," but _\ "’:;:
), I've loaded in a new A8 %\
E environment. \

Ay

i e

: Makingdimensions = PEEEEE
within dimensionsis /&
pointless & too #‘,
demanding. 7481 5

Thevideogameis Wi NN
simply a conceittoget §
your brain to accept

8. what'shappening iy
assensible. _<AFTIEREE
|/
You can skip steps m W a
onceyougetused JES AN,
to usingiit. 4 R’ 11’5?"
8 if \ L
S ?:.- -é i i
R j !
! ‘. # FY i J ;'
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This reminds
me of one of your
earlier tangents.

That's

something you Way back

1/ could argue when we didn't
What was it? usedtobe live on Faidia
How we true... atall, just used
should live | itas a hub.
inside pocket Y/ 7, s

dimensions?

*

Living in a place | made
seemed like a reasonable solution
back then, when Faidia was nothing ’
but a barren rock.

Seemed very
inhospitable and
uncomfortable
back then.

AL

_, \\i\m\,_lll_l’,

e

Hold ontomy l\
hand. The gravity # ' L Sy )
isstrangein here. 4 The problem

with fake dimensions gl
" isthatyou'rein charge.
Nothing you didn't
imagine takes
place.

We struggled _

to maintain a sense of
time, so it was impossible

t  togetarhythmgoing.




The tedium, the
emptiness. Itbecame
maddening.

If wetried it

.-"
| , - ’ as we are now,
i it'd be even
- worse.

Lem theorizes I /
: ?we need real bodies, in

\! areal dimension, to nurture
‘\ our minds. /

Incorporeality, or
staying in a shoddy
pocket dimension...

: == T=

Neither are safe, AT —— : _
~— long term. is the safest place So...what IS
= > from the lagoon. ¢ the lagoon?

I'm not exactly sure how it came about.
The lagoonis ancient, even to me. Maybe
my mother created it, as a mirror for herself,
or a measuring stick, sort of. But that
doesn't fully explain it either.

By "cladding" |
mean your physical
body, & the physical
world around you.

Simply put-it'sa
mirror dimension. It
reflects our world, but
strips away the cladding so
you can see the rivers of
energy inside.

N

N

- /

L

Unfortunately, it's ALL you can
seeinthere, soit's very hard to navigate.
. : —

W i
-



= =

~_~ Andbecauseit
~ was seminal to life
in Faidia, through Lem,

everything alive has

been grandfathered
intoits structure.

It could
also be a bridge to

other worlds like
our own.

Butit's a very We primaries have a theory the lagoon may have
dangerous thing taken certain subconscious wishes of ours

to permityoung and made them manifest in the world.
beings to access.

Sosome
weird things
happened
without us
meaningit.

It could be that
some passing thought

= caused this world to start

manifesting avatars of its magic

& in people creating elementals.

) == >V

Ifthat's the case...

if we had been aware of
what we were doing, we
would have made better
decisions.

Lem thinks that's where
elementals came from, in fact.

J




4

\ @ We haven'tfound

!

L a way of updating the
' Heh... \\ infrastructure without
SO A e i | destroying too much.
A\ 1 =~ . ~8
£
_ 2 .
. 7 |
/
£
We canstill ' e 2 e
change ihilIHJS Butit's possible Oﬁ ﬂ*?
like that, can't we can enact very S T '
B we. 2 A4 slight changes. &) R
o =
N
e ﬂ_'
|
[.' _C’JQL———' ¢ / | A .
f e J ¥ Overlarge
o] [ (e ' \ periodsoftime. =
T -
: What are we doing?
Thisisn'tthe ; o
junctionI'm look.ing for. } e, So, these giant cables
Let's keep going. gl o = are where souls reside. I'm
/ %\ po— ' trying to find the location
of the soul I'm targeting.
SL4 A
% M The glyphs
o are not the souls
themselves, just
coordinates.
! A s g
LQ < We'll explore
. A | F X { around this area
0 \ until we find the
~~ spot the glyph
r 3 corresponds to.



Oh, itmightbe
time to switch up the skin. -
This is an aspect I was
looking forward to
showing you!

_ This cable & gravity suit
& lookis just the default theme.

7 There's also...

The

y standard
And the cable one,
onel | but cool “fe;;e
thought £\ hacker Trrlfijs :s
you'd -robots my
Bl fancy. instead _ fav.

of dome
suits. &

i =g Y
0 e
L :

il Ul L_ .L.']I I

“Careful, ¥ Hmm...

Oh...You'renotin | would
though. § '
: control of that? That'slame. have fixed
l) that by

,’ LY

now...

\ o " It's i
% » buggy JEEK ) ’
T 1 . ou O
AN v for ! i-:?:cl:: :g:. (N reallyare %
. . whatever NEEITEERERG ) akid...
The gravity — Y | you o lose
is still wonk A et by Rl foith--? _
¥ gt

v (/ -



by my gut
most of

A

Ugh, h Fae )
nf?his?l:‘::kgon J Oh’ SE?. YOI.I
my face. ?ni I Thereiit b can see
W\ / . 'S _gw it?

by

( { > :

a
& I\
v

Yes. That's
the whole point |
of this. To see
things.

I See thatbulge in
the cable? The

corrosion is pretty

bad on this one.

Big cables like
this have hundreds
of souls in them.

One off ’
soul spoils But we'll only know
the lot, like what's really going on once
";3“‘_-"" we enter the corrosion and
ruit.

focus on our target.

Well, I'm doing

Thisis

_ This is a lot of work... it manualls_f asa
just the process p demonstration for
of locating the = ) & ( _ you, today.
ldon't
usually jump
this many

hoops.



Now,

pleasedo Uh, so, what
nottouch are we infor?
anything
yet.
A At this point,
Interacting with it lcan on.lylgu-ess
might suck you in before atwhat’s inside
4 based onsome

you're ready. .
readings.

Common, small

It looks Everything problems can be

Hm... here is aesthetic. handled remotely
NoTtoo e.x trem.EIy i & from myconsole, /
disgusting. 4

Even so,
I madeittolook
bad because it

IS bad.

and mostly accomplished
with the aid of bots.

A massive corruption
like this requires me
to handle it personally.

_ - . Disasters
& Q) S erode the integrity
= N of these channels,
. destroying the T
relationships that /SEEE
| connectthese 4&
living things
together.

Theseinstances occur
when really bad things happen
to a lot of living things.

Itrytorestore And

them as bestas| can.
| oversee the
channels...

Lem controls
the flow of energy
through them.



But for these funky
areas, extra steps are
needed.

It's not just

a material
repair job, but
a psychicone.

% openingjust §
& big enough for f
\ thetwo of us...

I'mgonna
pokeit.

Some of them
are incredibly
hard, and I have
to saw them open...

Others, like this one,
are pretty soft.

i — o ™t Just like
' L ' that?!

W/




Huh, I chose
well. This is quite
beautiful, isn'tit?

i \ l\‘

G




itcan get very
glitchy whenll
enter these
spaces.

There, all

But that...
Is probably
not a glitch.

\

> lthought

this wouldn't

beacreepy /
one.




This is atype
of spirit emanated
by vast quantities
of life.

They
protect
the bed of life
they sprang
from.
They
are strictly
incorporeal
\ thusfar.

Are any
of the mortal
religions aware

of these spirits? 4

I'm confident by now
they are a benevolent
force, eveninbadly
damaged locales
like this one.

They are mostly
peaceful, but if there's
been any conflict,
I've withdrawn to
avoid fighting.
They're
the closest
thingtoagod
I've encountered

yet on Faidia...
besides us
I mean.

Their existence
is certainly a surprise,
isn'tit?

Tosome
degree.

Butyoucan
ask Lem aboutiit.
He likes mortal
religions.

They want
the dead under
their watch to rest
_ even more than
wedo.




:10)

Lacking a single consciousness,
they can't communicate in words, but
they can communicate through
environments.

Does that mean
these things communicate with
i each other?

They're just another
part of the world, like us.

we'll
follow this
spirit for now.
It knows what
we're here
for.

I'm
convinced '
these spirits
design these
set pieces.

They immediately :
adapted to my existence & have
made progressively more
inviting worlds for me to explore.

| already
consider them
people! They obviously
serve a purposein
the system we're

creating.

It'd be silly to
suspect them
of anything
untoward.

For all | know, one
of us made them
& put them here.




embarrassing
would itbeif we
A attacked one of
r our own creations
for no good
reason?

Er, 'msorry.
| have this habit
of just saying things
that pop intomy
head whenI'm
confused.

| . o =
. : =

If you say it that way... T
Aren'tyouinprisonfor =
doing something just
like that? | mean...

There's already
. a precedent because you

| was
B confused,
. myself. A

should try [ N
creating : VERY
I got fixated >~ = " some- S reward-

onthe "creation" BN 7 Iz:‘e thing!
aspect. | never e ihiot v

created any- - ' mean,
now.

I'll take
thatinto
consider-
ation.

lam
quite enjoying
gardening...

Lem likes that, too!
He does it all the time.




Isthere §
something
else onyour
mind, still?

Since the trial, it's been really obvious
to me that Lem is nasty because
of you.

Iletitdrop, because
| thought it upset you.
But you keep bringing
Lem back up.

I've learned the
value of "teamed"”
work, you see.

: So, while
It'd make | appreciate you
MY l_lfe alot ¥ N being nice to me, it'd
easier I_f he - -2 help a lot more if you
were like, Sy 888 treated everyone nice
stable. - from now on, not
: " just me.

. . /| Otherwise,
Seeing this today, = your favoritism

now l knowit'dbe g ‘ y < il willonlycreate

better magically, pZﬁZﬁTﬁ ;’or

. [ think what [
- I-1'll do my best, but are you experienced today

sure you're not repeating ik L 2l
something you've heard? @ S s
Something May said?

I, ¥
an 'intemalized
(]
scream.

Nopel!
Itallcame
Good ' from my own

points, Fola.




Anyway,
here we are
at the spirit's
“challenge.”

There's a very
shallow amount of
waterin the pool.

Sowe take
the water and
pouritinthe
cistern?

The spirit
has linked the
snarled soul
we're after
to this puzzle.

There's
asmall
pitcher.

Solve the

puzzle, save
the soul.

‘

The snarl
is cleared,
mana flows
once again,
yada yada.

cistern floating
inthe air above.

Secondaries
are so good




Thisis
great. _ NG
Justlike § - I'mglad
, 4 9ame ' you like it.

—

OH - Close

K, your eye'\s!&\\

the last
of it...

Sorry. N
The endings | j :
arestillvery **
ragged, no
polish yet.

I'l sacrifice «

my comfort...for
science.

I haven't
finished all
the comfort
zZones...

We're back
inthe
junction?

The search T . nnce, \ N e i
for better metaphors ! ; ¢ 0
continues....

Yes. Now we should
be able to see the results
on the computer...




Q
O<

Unfortunately, there M W

&

That was a typical
example of a soul
resolution.

are millionslike them.

They only
require asmall

amount of
attention.

And as you might have | can’tgetthem all Buting
gathered, the puzzles done by myself. ;:I::i:zg
are often heavily | need more auto- down

metaphorical. mation... the line.

l'“’@ ? \1 )

We
< | somehow This other
S, Things " have to create H'_ling isthel
| i af\z:'ts or ﬁnd more wrln_kle that's
‘ UL gov magic users. 4 holdingme up

= smoothly. right now.

For the basic damaged

soul who died in a natural disaster, The levelsare

the puzzles are simple, as you saw. i“whert‘?nt and
full of glitches.
\71 =z )
Butl'veruninto atype V' The spirits
of diseased soul that have are confused

& disoriented
inthese cases,
& mightattack

me. 'y

experienced trauma...

| have had
to run away from
all of them...making

no progress.

And for whatever reason...
They don't want the pain to end.

< -




86] j {\"U' i \ :
~ - V \‘\\!
\:Jhatlsort A The typical
i s,qre iy expectation of
ey | expected . atroublesome
itto be people __ : | host. right?
| who died with \ l\\_ i
L agrudge. y W
- L_
No, the truly
But th troublesome ones
 SUvEiose ore sought to meld with
satisfied with a simple other living things

revenge story. A little
attention, and they're
on their way.

before death. It doesn't actually

make mortals live

longer...but they
can get strong

in weird ways.

They suck sap

from the living souls of
their neighbors, instead

of from the stream

through their aperture,
like they're supposed to.

After dragging
down everyone
around them for
however long, they die.
Normally, a dead
soul dissipates, leaves
an empty channel &
a solidified aperture,
through which plasma
continues to flow.

But these souls are stuck
in place by virtue of their
illicit attachments.

These souls can't use
the energy, because they
are dead, but their "zombie"
aperture continues todraw on
the living. The connections may

These instances
are inevitable, but

| have to getthem tear from stress, increasing
under control the rate of the leaks.
somehow.

This ruined plasma then
backwashes into the healthy
stream, tainting it...

The plasma pools.
It degradesinto
a sludge. Eventually,
the channel collapses
completely from
the stagnation.

It then manifests
in living things as plagues,
desolation, and failure
to thrive.



So
that's
what's
-~ holding
. meup.

| would need
awhole other
systemjust
for these
situations! 4

k\“‘ )’ Haveyou

looked at your
own soul?

Do vyou
know what
conditions lead

to this?

Not
exactly.

And, though
I've been waiting §
to ask forit...
the firstthing |
expected you
toshowmeis |
arender of the (
entire system.

| have some
leads, but finding
examples we
have full
knowledge of...

Have you
done that yet?

Not...yet.
To either
question.

| think Y
we're out KN
of time for
the day,
Fola. 4




88

Fofa. AOme I 'v'Ofunte.e.re.ci
tO 40 Out into the woods

and Ffind greens for
dinner.

[ went to the e.d‘se. of the

property, where ['w not allowed to 50,

to tfwfnk about ’e.a.vfns.

Leaving
WOLJ cj n ! t




G Re.ce.iving it.
GNM3 it.

What things will
cause what sorts of _
p nuch pa-in [ have
© o to give to others
before ['ll feel
less of it
m:,se] f.

pain, and how wuch.

So I I&Y\e.wl
right avway that if [

did what Fola had

sl 3 Sastacl

[ was | Something
g0ing tO see LS - k. that cou./cf
something that | N s never stop

hurt a lot. b 3 B Aurting




I t was way worse
than [ was imagining

at this time.

Was it the
right thing to do

to ask for LeJP?

Sorry to rawmble.
[ know this doesn't

Ma.ke. avy sense.

. ‘,'q

w e
¥

There wust have
been some way
to avoid spilling

. the beans, but.

They ke-ep Sa.ying
it's oka.g to ask.

Evzk‘gt;\f Ng

feels wron 3

Rae says
it's the brain
dawmage.

Wow, you found a lot.
Put emin the kitchen,
please. Rae said he'd

Around this point, rinse them in a bit

[ thought, “maybe “ _ g
it'll be okay. f‘h& |

[ didn't actually /R I

know anything for s

st assumin
slre 36-#:. J S5

after all.




"hf-. B & .‘..- o+ T I;;.I.. Za ,...:. o ‘

We're watching
"Melcey Mayhem,"”
Rae's favorite show.

You know the

name of every Yea but

; ; 4
This show's for character! I'm over it

babies.

. It's so nice to see you
¥, up and about, sweetie.

ﬁ It B Good

l --. = ? 4
| day, huh: wantto hang

out? Do you

Fuckin
Matilde...

#  how couldshe

. | ) Turnonthe
May...to be so nice | . . ' bird channel.
to me...it's not necessary... & 2 : y Cﬂl lOVES that i

Wrong .I =/ N V., " Hell yeah.

I'L-a
answer. )| Splashing

& birdseed
. herewe

Sitdown
already.

W

You better
let her love you,
bro.

[ disappointed

them both so wnuch.




And they still show

‘if’nc!ne.ss t0 me jf!‘{e. this.

When wou experience pain when
something nice happens.doesn't that
mean there's something deeply

wWrong With 30&?

WAa.t nOrmaJ Pe,rsOn wOchJ
react to 300«:’ness this wa..ﬁ?

Isn't it natural to wonder?

[ know there
something wrong with me.

I 've.. ,RY\OWY\

since the be 4iNing,

B

e}




gquess I've
gven it away
a.}r'e..a,c{ v, Eut
[ also don't
even knOw

how to say

May, promise me...
Promise you'll have
mercy on me.

.. \ p Pleasehave |
whyareyou g ' mercy on me.

crying?!




A

J \'x ' Oh mygosh
'\ A b Cal what's wrong
: & what'sgoingon
-_— Cal what-

Rae, stay calm.
Send Lem a necco.
Might be nothing
but better safe
thansorry

| didn't
mean to get
! so emotional... B
I'll try to... - ; /i I need to
to “chill b g ‘B ask you two for
out.” A Ml help. It's something
' | ) | have to do...but I'm

scaredtogo
alone...



2 3 :'-.. - AE Sy
2 Thatsall? 2

% = i Thrs

Youwantusto
look at somethingin M
" your video game? J

Fola asked
if I'd ever looked
atmyownsoulin
the model.

’ Sure. Easy! Orthesouls
But what's so _of my family...
upsetting about ey
that?

What destroys
the system... is stuff
that happens a lot
in our family.

So...I'm afraid of
what | am going to see,
but | know | must look

~allthe same.

It's not just a game.
It's a real model of
the plasma flowing

N thought &=
| ofdoing
it o




| could
really use
§ acigarette
> rightabout

We're going oy
afterall...?

>

hope thisis
nothing,

Hold my hand,
Rae. We haveto go,
but I'll protectyou,
all right?




Y Howlong
N canone guy take N
" to change?




What
man?

absolute -
knob.

' After making me
changeinabar

Iflhave
to hear one more
word of your
bitching...

even genui nely | ..
interested in
the recipe?

" Of course!

But, | mean...

This is just practice
for the real thing next
-, weekend, of course.

YouTOLD
me pants were
considered
inappropriate!

\2

L
) 5 Y
! =

APRGIUST

|fV°U're gonna
essentially tend
bar for a few hours,
why not look
the part?



| thought you
1 were different
fromthe
rest...

S B
That's true.
 I'mworse.

-

Oh, I don't
believe that
for a second...

You had 'k Because acting

~ cutewon'tgetyou
out of wearing that.

better.

Excuse me.

‘n

my apolognes S
Ill be nghtwﬂh y- S




100

I've been
” looking for you
since yesterday. : .
| whatwe've been §
throughinthe

past 24 hours

" You've been...

Oy!
No elemental
fightingin my

Or Clny@‘__
near people,

place! ; . for that matter!




apologies,
Barlowe,
for startling
you.

/

We're not
fighting.
Just...
communicating.

At least...
tryingto.

" T"lclose -
this area off

| apologize
for bursting in
unannounced.

I'm May,
Lem's sister.

It's nice to meet
you, May. My name
is Barlowe.

From
what | hear,
you have some
knowledge of
elementals.

Perhaps,
then, you'll
L, understand..

Whenl|
say thisis

Please, take \
all the time you
need.

e .
. il *;:‘1; "
g

Thank you.




o No.I'm
| notgetting
) drunk. 4

Barlowe's ” J .
family has owned (
this tavern for .
generations. g ,
They're

vampires. lcame

here once when
it originally
opened.

Well, I'm
getting drunk.
As if I'd want
to be sober while
linterrogate you,
of all people.

wants me
to reverse

engineera
cocktail
had then.

It
=

We have
a bit of a fetch
questgoing
with each

t) other.

wantthisto ¢ -
be happening ¥
& ldon'teven }
know what &
it is. )




I shouldn't have
said that stuff to you.
I'msorry.

| know this
is embarrassing.

I'll just
getto the
point as fast
as | can.

- Something
towake you
\ up, huh?

o
w

justnotinit,

¥ needto
i beableto
get away i .
when you Since
needto. | youdidn'ttell me

& lagreed | anythingthrough | You're
& toit. H
| the egregore... inthe

hotseat
tonight.

Pleasedon't
turn away fromme.
You need to look at

I have
pictures.




You're only L!
being polite when
you ask for input. _

Maybe I've *
told you this %

Itmakes §
, _sense.
" I'mnot
e ’ i % criticizing.
| know " I'ms :
ure : :
" - .
you don't trust 7 you don'ttrust anyone - o r
3 besides yourself. %
ety o ) : & A

My pointis,

S whether or not

you trust me,
or your

brothers...

Doesn'treally

We have found
something that we NEED
answers for, & | think

you have those
answers.

me your
pictures.

\

‘,’ ;"= You

v ¥ remind me You boys Today, of all

/ B h = .

| &8 of mom when i days, | will take
thatasa

you win.

compliment.

I Thecraven
SMugness.



First picture
should be a familiar
one. This old
engraving. ; It depicts the
"tree of life,"
and shows the
three known
primaries,
Lemanerial,
Callanerial,
One of and Mayaner .
the oldest 38 asthethree B
pieces of i great roots =

Faidian of the tree.
mysticism.

It's outdated
now, of course,
because of Rae.

_ Oh wow, 3 It's
this old chestnut. in alittle
| haven'tseen - more than B
itinso long. ' quaint, it |
turns
' out. e G

-

i ]

lalways

founditso f\ lf'

q | As you'll see from...

\ 3 not that one..this one.




It's a huge gnarled
mass and it took a lot
of adjustments to
getalegible picture...
But hereitis.

Four

big roots.
The primary
elementals.

Calrendered anideal
tree of life, like the engraving,
using the engine he made
to interface with the

Justlike the
engraving,but
Raeisthere. &

therealfree
S lookslike.




/' He seemed \§
tounderstand \

|| rightfrom /

\ thestart. / &

You kno:;:
whatCal's

Y

\

\ l i~ He'sbeen
,) easytoget hysterical...
itout of .

him.

What are . :
we looking at, ) < . \
= here? - - P /2 : e}}\ \ 1%

N
Lem.

Tellme \
what this .
means.

The metaphor
doesn'textend to
everything, but it does to this.
This "tree" should be dead.

The structure, here
* atthe base. It's broken.
. ThetreeisFELLED.

\ P

\

This one

7\

small strip
& g ofbarkis
od There'sa... . .
% blob covering - keeplnq it
the break. N

Please.

m N

Tln\l

= . _ -

with | Back (8 -
| [ - T o
8 Isawthe — :""'""'E"“_‘ e
. bodies. -y SR "' -

.=  ra——

e, What -
— happened? 2



Butlwon't
be able to tell
you everything.

I've hidden
some information
from myself.

., 'L tellyou....

e S

Hereitis. ﬁ%\

The entire
thing started
to collapse
from the
center...

Sayit. Sayit.
Say it Fuck.

offfrom
the magic that
sustainsit..
susluins
us.

,?.

Faidia's connection
to the lagoon
\ was broken.

C...Calbecameso
~  wedak his aperture...

: crumpled, and
detached...

B  lattackedCal.l
wrenched controlof =

his own aperture

from him. ‘5
lused myown

aperture to bypassiit.

Everything
was going
to die because
., Cal was dying.

liust... [ Eversince thatday...

| did what il All of Faidia's magic

needed has only come here
tobe

through me.

done.




“4 Youmusthave formed §
' an attachment so large to
t‘-_ the lagoon that... you're

@ : s
e basically a part of it.

i : : A : 4 ; 3 3 .._.. ; vo '.___ J R W, 4, A% - ]

¥ i L T % " -
— ' &) ; e
. i 4 2 o= &y o i ' . M = o S =

Cal was only able
to doit because he was
borninthat position. A

Nevermind Cal,

what about YOUR His aperture was
R aperture? gociimatec. Todoit
i \ so quickly...
| mean, your memories 4 s
! ; How did you

your soul...should have

been destroyed. survive? How are you

survivingiteven now?

Lots of things.
Hypervigilance, [

Redirection,

constanthealing, J
constant...

l...lcan't.... /

I'm genuinely
sorry | can'ttell you

therest.
lcan't J ? j

say any-/ ~ AR
more. / 8 N - E

3 4 That's the ™
truth.

f(‘}, ~_ TN\ Gl % understand ¢

someday. - \ :

£

-
f

=
-
e
oy

5
<

B | hopeyou'll




Canwe at least
; help you? Or will you
refuse that too?

¥ lassumed
youwouldnt §

Funnily
enough, it
turns outhe
thoughtl was

lying 100%
ofthe

Cal would refuse
to help meif hefelt
like | was lying
or withholding

information.

But...it's
different now.

?;-We've all worked
~ hard to make it
different.

Well. This
wasn't exactly
b arighteous
. decision |

wanted him
to find this,
didn'tyou?

thinkI'm as
bad as he
is?

Youwanted
himtoseeitinaway

he wouldn't be able
. ,

| puteveryonein
danger and covered
itup. I'maliar.




" You canNOT convince N
me you really think that. \‘\\'
: \Y

Dolseem = o
like someone ’ 4 Oh. 1
unpoisoned by DR hg” 'OUrcally [N
& are my
doubt to you?

Ididn't
believe you.

I'msorry.

|14}

I'lltry todo
better.

)




V.0 J".'Hn.,,
o) ISR

l...d-did.

yar | I'm just...angry
'.;_;, at myself for
S crying at
o work.
4

| wasn't
sure if you
wanted to
hear me
say it
or...

In front
of my friend.

if thisisn't

I've been talking
to him for a long time \

about thatglass| <3

told you about...
Oh, he's that
guy? His aperture
is strange.
It's really small.

>

think he'll |
be mad.

He's half
vampire.

Can't ¥
say l've |
enjoyed

this |

Ah, that
explainsit.

o Ilove
- you, May.



I'm sorry about

the bad timing of this.
I hope Cal wasn't too
hard on you.

Well..
That's the

; other thing | "'. H: s_:“itpall}\:_
! needed to , 5‘: mitiing nis
tell you. . ) estimony.
Cal - very melodramatically,
mind you - has announced "Confessto
that he "surrenders.” everything."

But he Mm,

won't show raiﬂf;i ,
it to any of us until the same,
5 haha.
you're back.
Sol
donlt know I'm scared.

what's going
tobeinit...

) W RS SR\ Y
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[ was bom

n a voio’ s

Y R e it

LS



-y * ®
- W °
: * | remember
[ became - hearing a voice,
avare Of wy but [ couldn't
own  thou ghts _ understand the
at sOme point. = words,

because it was the First
It faded thing [ ever remember
guicHg. i 3 sensing

[ was so glad [ wasn't
alone, but..

: She was /f}Re. me,
[ noticed May neat. :
mcor‘POre.aJ. We were a.Pa..r‘t)

We sensed each other somehow. and couldn't communicate well.

lWe AeP Pa..g tAl"Oh._gA
each OtAe.r...ma,nge- we .SAOLJJ

STOP at each other 5 instead.




't really exp/a..fn

[ can
bow [ did it at the time /
with so little knowledge,

but [ made us bodies.

May wasn't happy The world was cold.
with what [ 'd done to her. Our Bo::li'es were vulnerable.

o

:-;‘]Pte,r T o e

her, she ran away wa.s gqone forever.

b i i i |

| " il | S ! 1§
i : ¢ L 8 B = f
‘ o =1

[ had wmade m:_;,se.fF J c:1fﬂJ

and now a doll house.




- I cr-e.a,te.cl eﬂJ’ess Aa.”wa.gs
WH:A no one to ta.”‘( to, 3 with infinite doors and wandered

[ became lost in My head. w ceaselessly throuwgh thew.

[ would .Pafiow myse/f

- in circles thinking [ was

] forg®t that | was

Tunnels of silent, 2 Every doorway opened on

heated rainbows. B an individual screaming darkness.

[ was

exbausted.




[ followed the sound
and found Rae.

L
&,
’ -

can
return

But
Rae
needed

caring

PO.I". B S .=
[ did the best ! and didn't

I could. g need food or water.




I ma.na,ge.cl to
AEE.P us
e_nte_rta..ineJ

But my resources were'

ra.PicH Y Jep/atin 3

And be Fixated

on our pA:,sfcaJ differences. ‘:3

Rae has always needed

a ot of activity to feel OK. __:';

He. wWas convinca.cl there

was something wrong with Aim, D

Why do
| have to have
these ugly
ears?

Rae was never angthing but beautiful,

[ loved his soft fur and Ais small voice.




Enough
please.

e W Roe : — '._. [ understood even then
| started re jecting wmy attention. = [ I was swothering Aim.

But | was worried he'd g0

insane withot enough activity.
@°
p

.-}' =

So I'c:l ‘ie.ep BLLSS.;Y\S A WA?-Y\ Ra..e wWas 6 Oor 7...

s o

Lem was green, but otherwise 2

resembled May and .

| foundit
under arock.

Don'ttouch
stuff without




Rae became responsible enoush

[ could grab a little sleep
sometimes.

But once Lem started to
taﬂ%; le wmade friends with Rae.

Rae Ae,,ot
§rowing,

His wood worsened and he W coninced he
stoPPe.J talkin 3 as easily. ;' was evil.

"L ook a_t\'ne.. You can tell.
I am to do terrible things.




T}\E-SE.
were
strusﬁfe.cl . . t/,ings
to | I
thou. ght

a..bOLLt

mg.seJP.

answer

I'd tell him he was good, that there

was no reason to believe he was evil.

Ane.w ]_ Wa S Ae,e.,m'ns

thewm prisoner.

TAa.t's AOV\I [ Ar\ew

[ was evil.

While inside [ was sna..weJ with the fear

that Rae would realize [ was the evil one.

no intention i
of ever
fe.ttfns

them

Even
someone
like we

deserves a 4
Fawmily,

ri g!st?




That was, it turns out,

the tallest imagnable order.
Rae stop

spinning I'm gonna
baaaaaarf

We stumbled into another wmethod

of eapression one cla.g.

It was getting a little wild, so [ tried |
t0 get them to calm down —- |

I'll catch
you, Lem

e T

[ couldn't speak, but even if [ could.

Lem's leel pushed wy nose up
iNto My skull, and [ started drowning

N My Own blood.

After a

few wminutes




For the first time, | had been e jected from [ had to make a new one after years of

vy physical shell not having thought about it at all.

It's my fault!
My foot...!

[ tried comforting them as a disembodied
voice., but tﬂej were even more cOﬂPLLse—cl.

I'llbe
back w
soon!

His voice i

fell out...

That can
happen?!

but [ needed to leave anyway

to gather raw waterial for a new body!

Al in all, it took several hours For me to Al ez ] g @ % Does
- gy the new

leave home , get lost 2 Find the raw wmaterials 5 - ana.ﬁg Back... ; onetm;?,n
E i match?

38.1: BGL.CA) dalf'\d‘ re.ﬂene.m,ta.

I'mso
heavy.

| hope they
recognize

g 4 me...

q0t rid of

[ told them it had only been a game,

that tﬂe.g'c; done NOthing Wrong.




e

After that, Lem and Kae
started hurting themselves.

[t started swall.

| don't know...
Messed up
things.

;\ We

can make
them okay

things. \

I

was wa.a,k
a.ncJ tire.cf.
Stuck in

another

We can
do anything
we want.

=7

jé f:eﬂje.c' them both to e.zpfa,fn wﬁg tfwea were

a’oins this. Kae was the Ffirst one to r-e,spond‘.

I have all this
energy | don't know
whatto do with.
I want...
woeird things.

I want
weird things,
too....

Canwe
really...

Ithought
I'was the only
one.




Ae. was

SOGJ"E?-CJ

but [
didn't
wnderstand

_

[ just thought it was

a way to be closer.

Lem saw it all.

Neither of us spoke.
of it in the end.




You better stay
clear of it.

You wouldn't
understand.

What
L were you

doing...?

If you know
what's good
_~ foryou...

Oryou'll
be next.




= ——— et ot

i Everythng went so fast after that..

Can'tyoueven
hug me right?

|1 thought
I was...?

It's
different...
I wantthe old

way back!

lcan'ttell
what I'm doing
differently....

* Maybeit's that
you feel differently
about me now...?

Why didn't 1-1 didin't
knowitwould

yOou say that happen....
would happen?!

Don't
touch me.




But Kae couwldn't

do without touch.

Rae...your
body...

\
. - '\/_\;hv...?

fwant
to disappear.




Lem healed him 1

but he was always
on the brink.

e BB

w

Whether | oy _What

| hurt you _ I~ difference

or myself. = doesit
make?

" Lem can

You
wouldn't
haveto
suffer.

I'll take
itinstead.

)

i
Al
I love you. % '




No one
Aa.cl ever to]cl
me they loved

me before.

o
That's...

: BU\.\?\_

But all I could wuster was fear.

If he found out
bohad nOtAinS to offer

Youdo,
don'tyou?




How could...
I love you?

“l love you,"
he says.

. How
convenient.

Loveis just
an excuse
tobealazy
coward!

Look at the two of you!
I've raised a pair of

BLEEDERS! ™~

It's just so you
can get out of your
obligations to me,

right?

" 3

| sacrifice
enough to earn
some respect
around here!

o

- Butyoudon't
value myinput!




Is it any fucking \
wonder? Don't
\ Ifitin better now?

With the way

youtwo carryon...

I'd be better off if
you'd never beenborn.

All tAe'. Spurions L e = [ kept down .,

o= e e

Deciding, doing,
making, building!

the sponges you are. __ 3
- g ; . r )

i Meanwhile,
t | make do with
nothing.

You contribute nothing. |

came gqushing Out OF wy MOUth.

p While

you two indulge °
yourselvesin

absurd fits...

e

I'm the one who made

everything and I'm the one

who holds it together.
Fe
I felt /ike. a. pressure ins."::je.
me was giving wau.

It's always 4
@ It'salways BEEN me! S

You whine, you mope, you
destroy the bodies | fucking GAVE
you out of the goodness of my heart!

| even put up with yvour
mewling and panting...

begging me to touch the thing
between your legs.




I'monly gonna
N say this once,
so listen carefully.

¥ ’ many times
as ittakes to shut him

I'm taking
charge around g
here, gotit? | obeying

( Calallthe
time. Defer

to me.

If he comes back, |
& starts talking like |
— thatagain....

I'm doing
this for you,

too.

Butifyougetin my
way, you can bet I'll
give you the same.

T ey e, s




You had better _ ~ You gotta start fighting back. Wehave
not repeat any of : I-1won't. 1 He's gonna kick us out of here. to fightto

Lo just : But, Rae - ] We'llbe homeless. .
said, either. .

2

e _#ﬁ\
Wedon't

need him.
FUCK him.

o trying to - .
I “talkitout." \\""i:/

B-but mavbe ———_ ;I What? Where .
we should le‘ave . 3 . would we live? suin\?eut:Lni\:.lerrown
' On Faidia? : LA e
i | mean...why stay? .o - _ with an attitude like that!

Lo

It's horrible
here...we should
justgo!

May lives
on Faidia...
We can stay

with her.

You already o ) P | heard
i tried that, remember? Shellkick How doyou Cal when you
B What di oibarrassiieit. us out too. } | know itwon't l?e arrived.
" B evenworse with \

her?
: "Another
‘ IR one," he said.

She didn't — P You NS !
believe you. Cal will o ’ - fucking N .o We
¢ tell her whateverand — o B 4 are
i she'll believe him. That's . . P~ not
. whylneverdidit, ' g .\ wanted.
| knew. _ 4 S

| can dream
that I'm not here.

Ifl can .f: . _That's
igmgt /theplan.

\_’ .. i 4 0 Sleep

| lcan

. controlhim. "/

¢ |lcanmake
itquiet. g




How...whatdo |
do with him?

&

Figureit out, Lem.
Throw it out a portal

or something.
/

Start pulling
your weight

around here.

Cal...you're __

so heavy...lcan't...

Your neck is

getting all...stretched.... -

I'msorry...1 can't...

I'msorrylI'm '
notstrong...







———— ——— ol [ would regenerate,
TAa.t as onl v :; come back home, and if [ was
t}\e Se'cOY\CJ tl'm@_, oLt O‘P : 3l.u'e.tJ Ra,e. woulcf sfaep a.ncl
hundreds of thousands of

times, that [ died.

i gnore me.

But if | woke Am up, usua

with a guarrel.

SO [ E:e.ca.'me. even
wmore cruel and

d emeaning

’\.‘.‘.Ltr'r'\j !

— —,—.-—'-—l




Lem had complained about the
Porta,/s Aa.w'nS s}\a,r,o e.cJ ges.

Getrid
of the bodies
yourself!

You'reso
useless.

Bu.t no matter Aow ons it took [ a,fwa,gs

came Ea_cﬁ a-ﬂc’ prom}qe.cf hivn again.

P,

[ remember once setting a glance back

at the portal wy head had been flung From,

That Just gave Rae an idea
for how to get rid of we wore

guic.’a.l:,, for a IOnse,r time.,

?6?@;'65 me to make
a new body without any "f-’—ﬂ—Js waterial.

He. was POrse.cJ' to tum on Lem. [

cowldn't stop ofomj it now that [ Aa.c} started.

Ancl the cfrmans:on wou/d COa.Pse. iF [

J.ucfnt retmn  to ma_mta.m it. '.in“i

My blood pouring out
of a hole in the sky




If Rae were preoccupied or
asleep, Lem would nurse we.

Why
so mopey? Yeah.
I'ltry

You should
smile more.

[ just brushed
all this off as amusing
naivete. | told myself [
couldn't believe any Of
these reasonable tHngs

were worth trying

There was always a brief, blissful

moment Of LNcoNnsciousness as the
sou/ left the body.

Lem was also addicted, a.nJ’. tried to

stop with hm repeatedly.

Ifwecan
stop for a week,
‘we'll have a party.

when he hurts
you, he might

% Tl be d chiok

He. tm'e,c[ to reason with we.

Stop saying
horrible things

Tell Rae
on purpose.

We can ou're lying.
just go. b by

Rae just

eyl We'reall

T going insane.
Weneedto
stop.
urﬁ%ﬁgﬂ\d Things
g o bebad

stop. the truth.

Fight back

Some things
just can'tbe
helped, Lem.

-

Imean, maybe
you're right about
everything, but
s acceptance is
part of being
a grownup.

The thing was.. §
I /Ovec/ cl 3.‘?\3.

You'llbe
fine. You'rea
smart boy.

oy

That became the only thing [ coul
about getting, over and over, a.gain and

But without a sense of time, even
this small step towards progress

N

e setting yourself
up for disappointment.
Forget it.



6 : | | Rae started dying
Ry N t00

i \K We went
?3 : on like this For
T . e mlkSt Be. !)it‘s 4 ns %Lu'te, some

time...

=

One da.

| WaS mucfn
a.nOt.I;zl‘

?J'AE- .:

of'id espair.

F

| |
1
i |
5
¥

-

R 5L BRER P |




Itsmells
kinda weird
in here... ‘Cm

- =%  areRaeand

—

e Cal?

Lem...You'reall
grown up, huh? g

e

| lost track of 7
visiting you...
Sorry.

If youdon't leave,

. I'll need to...a-attack you.

I'msorry.

.
Long time V’ﬁ '

. "

no see!
>

Why aren't
Caland Rae —
available?

May, | regret
- totell youthis

r

7

but... -

.:‘4.4.-. — f .\
Well, nobigdeal. ©
I'll bounce in a second.

L

Rememberalong
time ago when you
asked to stay with me?




Now that you're
all grown up, you
cando thatif you

want. Are you
N still interested?

Cal used
your size as
an excuse,

I think.

| just...Well, to be
honest, there's some weird
stuff goingonin the

Whatever, ”*
uh, to put it simply -

Arethe
two of them
doing anything

weird? \.

_ Thanks...for offering.
@ Butit's kind of too late for
= ./ metomove outnow.

Why
the

% sudden
% 7 visit?

There are
alot of newer
energy patterns
thataren't...

Not that
I'm aware of.

: There are things
#® | haveto see through.

should go
S now.




Some.wke.reu a.fon5 the ],'ﬂe,J Which , given his e.sta.f)/fsAe.cJ

Be.Aa.w'or) wasn't that bi 9 G deal

Ra.e- stau"tecl to0 eat My corpsas
at first 3/a.nce.

instead of throwing them away.

OK....
Let me know
if you ever want
totalk, Lem.

But what we didn't know was that |
elementals can_ exchange energy

It's wnot terribly efficient. Only @ But I vias dyng a lot, and Rae

! A was comfort eating all the time 0 and it 8
little gets through every time.

just .. sort of snowballed.

Cal, did
you hear
that?

Justlikel
told you! We're _
running out of
time.

I r'e.ﬂe.ne,r‘a.te.cJ one cla.g by
and my Fingerma.ils and toenails were
issing s WA\ g ¥
e B . ‘<l Y Let's get

today?

youdon't
want her to
find out...

\ a.ncf Ca.rw'e—o( on f."he, wstal.

R e e e - e — i BN T -




Each time [ regenerated, however,

[ lost more and wore of wy hands

and feet.

Let's go see Rae, Cal.
Come on.

|

I see Canyou
you have hang on to meé
an elbow atall?

today.

\

Lem stopped killing hmself cold turkey

and started nursing me all the time.

Lem...
Iwanta

We're not
doing 'breaks’
anymore,
remember?

S

We can
stop fora
second for
you to rest,

though.

-

TAe.n " tl;e.g were Sone..
Various other Organs were
soon to follow.

Lem...ithurts...

L

8‘-’4: we })GLCJ ﬂ-’l"e-a.c:lg
qone too far.

Your body keeps
getting smaller, remember?

N

Rae is taking
all your energy.

Youdo
remember Rae,
- right? We haven't
seen him for
a bit.

~— Oh...Iforgot....

J

Let's go see what
he's up to, okay?




Rae's BOCJ:, Aa.d‘ also cf-.a.nge.cl.

We come in peace.

L&
-

We just
wantto talk.

—~
You're
finally back....




My beloved....after —
solong,too.... .- .

L

How ironic that my most favorite child
in the world is so negleciful...

You'renotthereal |/ (1§
Cal. I'mholdingthereal Jif' &
Calin my arms. ‘\ f}?
rEs ) |

(  — - . resemblance
Moreover, aren't s i kel
you a little too big? —— i good...

Scale is off.

” youg L | speak
bothknow = | to Rae now,
Calisincapable
of beefing up
even that
much.




Have
it your way,
dummy.




23
£

ﬂ
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What...
what do you

J

It's over.
Youhaveto —
give the power
backto Cal
somehow.

EvenifCalhas _-
to eatyouinreturn, Andoncehe's

it NEEDS to getdone. recovered, we NEED
to have peace.

Cal will
disappear
forever.

4- keep devouring
¥ him and not giving
any of the energy
back, Rae...

ko But l...wanted to give :
i e e P P4 W youachanceto fix this |
- Wy : o because... 24

You've
been really sick, = B
&lknowit'shard % "o - = | know you still
to understand. S .. lovehimvery much.




.ll 15

...forall of us
to disappear, at
this point...

‘ Can force May
o1 tokill us...
b -ei M_

Whatever itisweare...sh oult_jn't exist.

4 A

You're
speaking
foryourself!
Idon'twantto

fucking r .
dial . B4 ! Youhada
2 1 good run.

to be my entire life!
| want to do things!

i« I don't want this
(

: . % I But that costyou,
you i ' ' % 1! - 5 ¢ didn't it? This is what

fucking " { s B . : happens if you get

kidding v i ! . 4 N .\\- what you want!

3 % Ui | H.® You're nothing but
I T L% % auseless bratnow—

= o

" o, g
o il

ke -

I want to hear
from Rae.




- ...lamonly what he
desires me to do. )

==

(-

Take a step back
from the situation for
a second with me.

- Ourown
lives have value.

»

& | am only what
| \ he thinks of me...
[

Regardless of whether
Cal loves us, wants us, will
take care of us, whatever...

=/

You and | love him, and we
love each other. We love our

B family.

If Calis alive, we can
always try to work things
out when we're out
of this mess.

But if he's gone, he's gone.




Does this
mean...you're
not mad at me

for being...

e
....for bullying

I've had a lot
of time to think
aboutit.

=

I know

=~ you just

1 l E I VR . . . acttough

course, ' N k% & ISY ™ because
| forgive ' N A &) o, Y N you're
you. G cugm L 1§ | | - % S scared.

Disqusting.
=)
\)

I'mgonna

We haven't
heard from the
meat nugget

" yet.
What

= doYOU
wanttodo,
realCal?




t

he can’

t

give consen

Wa

t-

ly

concise response.

ing

%
Q
S
|
=]
e
=]
3




=0
[ =

S o
3Eu
wmm
.'0
v

)

7

Wh...what




— STOP THRASHING,
YOU PIECE OF SHIT!

| see. You've g
b been visiting Faidiq, : . | E 1
§  unsupervised, \ » — aal# § (g caughtme.

Yes, Rae, you

1

have you') GOOd IOb.

Lt /% You know what
Playing with , == <)} @ wouldbeeven
real objects... ™ B ' crazier than
How two-faced. visiting Faidia?

g

" Guessyou're B Maybe using our own
notso perfect ¥ fucking magic for a change!
afterall. -~ 8 We have magic, remember?




My magic
t,.  worksON
" Faidia, not
e in here.

That's -
Your magic

doesn'teven “J That's probably true
- of you,aswelll ==

i .

g Wedon't y s < .y — . _

¢ % havetostay here. i (S~ = [fwewent & ¥ )

§.  CALdoesn'thave g = to Faidic_l,&used -
tostayhere. \& W5~ | /'Sl | our magic, maybe 85 i

o - wecouldmakea . Vg

— « ~_Y /@ % placetolivethat =
1 Mayis FINE. == I 7/ @ .. doesn'tdriveus
b Wecanlivelike her! (i SS0Rs>”. | g% insane.

I'm =SSN AP e I If fear's putting you in danger...
afraid L S : Sag W doesn’tthat meanit's malfunctioning?

Your fearis meant 4 et '
tokeepyousafe, = (g Fearisn'tthe A
butthis isn't safe. only guidepost g A

-, we have. %

I

We can be brave.
Try something else,
together.

" There'sno
B choicebutto
@« make a choice. |

- \
S i Will you '-
Believing £ :
thatwillkill * @ @ liedown&
| die, or will
you fight?




Everything Cal has told us
was just meant to keep us cooped
up here, too scared to leave him.
Can'tyou see that?

We've
been used.

But we're just stuck

repeating the same

horrible things over
and overlike this!

Rt

*‘éﬁ%ﬂé [ *

%" lcant

. ¥ fightthe both

There mustbe a
way to make this
better.

We're not allowed to leave.
Nothing new is allowed.

Right now, you should fear

being locked in here morethan... . |
\ -3 (B

Fear will...

it'll keep.... f ...my...voice

is ...going....

Cal needs
"better,"
Rae.

Don'tyou
want tobe
happy with

him?




The only
thing that matters
toyou...

you'll
annihilate us,
C

4 You're
Youtalked . « never going
him back down S  toletmewin,
twice. - are you.

...is whether
or not you get
what you want.

However
insaneitis.

For that....

Justto have
the last word.




But admitting you're wrong
about anything is way worse than I
annihilation, isn'tit? \ Enough!

-

The e
sickest thinc ( 4
is, | cantell y- You've A

know exac!

whatyou'i. had your
coino=g.  fun!

You fucking /i = ) | 48
think I'm having| {4 4, lguessthatdoes | You've become surly,

fun rightnow, &) " make me laugh, | . 7
> . N S e lam.. ] | provocative, and violent.
o

You raised your
— hand against your
own family.

Oh?

IS thﬂt - . - Cutting off your own
= 50? - e W brother's arm witha
3 w primitive weapon...

I didn't Nothingis
raise youto more important
act this than this family.
J
Blood is - If you kick me out, no one
thicker than will take care of you.
water. = You'll force Rae to eat you.
- You'll vanish.

No one else
will say it, so I will. Getout,

: . I did a good job. & never
thisis - 4 | TN come ~
goodbye & W FAENN) back.
forever & . | - NS I e
maybe.

>, | worked hard,

T T &ldidmybest.




Wy the worst |} g o T
~ thing about thisis - =W N\ g It'sthat- =




If Lem had
stayed, Rae would /
have killed  him.
Rrjj\t.

I told wyselr,
"I Atcke.cl Ar‘m Ob.t F :

tO save /\:'m..

Come eat
dinner.

5
Iit'll heal
your arm.

t0O ever ie.t

Cal...I think
Lemisright. | don't g !
wanna eat you ' i . it wWas

anymore. o ‘ 1 all bullshit,

like. always.

Fine, 2 B s ||l
darling. | w =2 8% [ was furious Lem

Aa.cl me Pe-jjefcl.

Whatever.
I'm tired.

(S

Have it your

way, like always...
3l Lem...

He's not
coming

back.
reallyfeel
= thatway, . 74 | . | can't believe
fine. : J he actually left...

If you




iy

[ had just e.ndt.fs

more than a spine t0_keep me a_'h"e'_).f‘&"t

and a head. _ - complete]

Kae no longer
moved and neither did L.
M5 tattered skin was

covered in a scum of But, one day, Lem

sweat and tears. retwmed.




The /e.je.ncf about this day
makes it sound so epic and

grand, like Lem stormed

in and had a devastating
battle with Rae and I.

In truth, there was

no wmagic. No Fight.

With the co”a.Pse. of wmy
aperture, our world wa.s
running on fumes.

[ had no idea at the time,
a.ncf neither o!a‘cl Kae.
We were in no conclit:'on
t0 MOnitor the sitation.

Lewm's knife
was black

a.ncJ -‘-:'-Al' Yoo

only hurt
for alittle
longer.

1
i




There was a Z o .cra.cked apart with
feeling, a sound. D { sudden and
like~ something Eq incredible force

/43 meznsion




Was i me_eha.te./g

e

&
o

i

We. _yde.re. ; spa.t- Oﬁt .OPI«- a r'a.sse.c! Ao/e.

in the skg ‘a.Bové.' Fa..:c:’ca, |

WHAT THE FUCK?

5 o __"
s
'
) - ¥ :
ﬁ -f -‘l-
prmee

e
<

B A s ruchus asohes Mg
. | who had to deal it

she found on her own.



N

X ol
. Rae created o b
mw'EngJ but he was still

“~insane; and started :

t0 rampage the surface
o ’ e A - .
of Faidia, casting swathes -

" of chaas mage - left:

fore A% . I A . g e .. it R » 30 L
B s *.._I M0~3 Pouﬂc"h‘\e. Igmj
on tAe- : ‘SVOM\G‘ 5 wa.a_,k.,:

- but still hanging on.

She received advice -
From our mother, combining
our bodies together to keep
s both busy For awhile.

After all that effort Lem |
went tArOLLS}\ , we ended
up being one creature anyway.

Lem disappeared until
much later. None of us
re.a,ﬂg understood what

had happened, and Lem

didn't eaplain..




e B o St SR ot R TIT S W ] T R TR T

;s i i ity e R : :-, el ..n.l._. 4 -,‘.‘ i -'-"'--"".--‘a‘

T e L T Ak Sl eyt o vy gt

Ma.:, e.ve.nw.a.ll:, set us up wu:A t/-.e. Aou.se. a_nJ i

“we hvecf tAe.re. a.ncJ t.Le,n we et F i

*u ﬁ-e‘f o2 O
-

**" PAg&G{J.”g, I " Pe.e.lms a fot Be.tte.r t)ne.se. cfa.gs. = - ta
T have the ability to think about what happened A
'- a..na’ .wf.a.t ! cllcl cle.a,r/3 for the First time.

: g -
s ; It -Not On’:, JaJnt work‘, ;t

_a..ctwalg c:le.stro:,ecf e.vargt/uns we

cired aboust. . =



.' _-_ - at - ,' : .
After tormenting them for so Jon 3)' /

indul ging in their pa-in, exhilerated and tm’ump/\a.nt
whenever | wade any of them feel shame
~and quilt For things they didn't do..

Ve

=" W

Being nasty had just become a habit when [ could get away ¢

with it. | was so starved for any P/ea,sureJ it was fine with me. §

1 A

Reliable, T Kae, Lem, and Fem.

sensitive, . = [ know tAe.g'” put wp with it

cJ e.vOte.cf ]

no wmatter what | do to them.

[ wade wyself

The souls [ find in the

into a p0ison a.ncl Now
la.goon who cause rot.

I se.e.k an a.ntEc’Ote..

I ‘am the same K7 : : . oA
aS t/\g.m. - A L y - It's_ wp to me to
- A R find o way to fix this
In fact, I wigh " AN Sl and Ae.e.P it fixed.

be the worst one' yet. ;

&

Let's just

put em through Le.m a.hc:l I Aa.ve. a 30‘66-(:’
again. They can ! ;
i asszt‘\tf;uto S W t}na.t) M’(e me, the souls
= ' _ spe ings ure. We _
‘ A Z\ along. \fy /I will be rehabilitated.

~_Really? & | b working

M You'dhelp

me do that? solo, & you

* needalot
of staff.

' Maybe seeing each other
will help them the same
way it helped you.




I will SP@\"\CJ ‘the re-st Sure, this will
oe take along
time, but...

Rae insisted on being held accountable for You
_ e e v ate only
his role in this c!isa.ste,rJ a.fong_sicle. me, ¢ BEC N the veggies
| again.

—we're
immortal
forareason
right?

of my existence ma.lxin_g_

o wp for what e done. -

(o ¢

but [ P.fz.rsona,”s feel he is blameless.

. No one is to blame but wme.

You know...

TAE’- Onfg way to a..POIOSf:'.e. Por
sometﬂms fikisliss 15 30 ‘dexore. your
entire - existence to that endeavor.

.
\IS
j

You can just

So that's what be a vegetarian,
| Rae. Oh...I didn't

think ofthat.

. ['w F’a.nnf'ng on JOan # Ihave

l cl =5 . several
alongside my ; Al ST 1 N cookbooks.

reqular work from ( £\ . ey Ay
= 3 e : : /4 Canlkeep

Now  On. o’ i eating bugs,

' ; s though?

You know

Of what we say .
course. in this house. "Bea ..
F slut, do [ know I'w
\ ! » what you ﬂ

want." 301. Nng to Ba.cksh’ cl e......
but now [ know to
let ™My Pa.mifg Ae.fp

me Olt,



Rae, areyou _ R e S b,
absolutely sure? 5 W}ldn Ra.e’- Aa.cl POU-Y}CJ ot *

I'd vurdered Fem.

He tme,c/ to te.H Ma.g and Le.m tAa.t

Ae. mst Aa,ve. CJOY\E. :t not e,

Calwas never
physically violent
like that...but |
have history.

When [ saw Nﬁ blawming
hmself for that, something

une.xpe.cte.cl }LO.PPE.’.-Y\E.CI to wme.

.‘ gy — - 7 s .';; A 7 % 7 g . i ‘r :ﬂq SN

| wanted to pursue Fern ;ust llke Cal did, somaybel... | \J "0y ] N | mighthave
= TN . ) | - : 4 & blacked itout
) . \

T

) I norma_”:, wOch’ have let - remember
= 7 but
= , ..f:"’.f.:‘..,-,*@—,’*e- the fall BN

t

But now [ couldn't
No. No more. ;

Itwas me.

[ felt. possessive Of wmy
crime. | wanted it to be wine.

Maybe out of wasochism, but..

Rae only
spoke to Fern:
He's innocent.




¢ g%

don't know if Fem is l:e.ié:r - 40iNng ¢ to come -back

'[.I

I clon't_‘lsnow if he'll ever. even fré.a;c/ : f/\is‘,_

b Careful, & I think [ have condemned myself to Jove someone .
| : " s
[ have destroyed my relationship with before it

even sta..rte.cl .

— T, TR

{ o~ . ’ =
4 Sorry...That was A I It GOLL’CInIt AG-VE- Ee.en any Otl\e-l" WG-SJ

.u.closeonen . ” 3 ~ 3 with how I oM. T/us is the Ee.cl I.Aa,ve-.-.-'mq.c{e..

But if he never comes’ back at -a.”... '
It his life doesn't set better after

what [ did to him..

That would be t/\e wor-st.'

9




[ think #'s " AISRA . Oh shit.
oka.g to - still- » - NV Lem told you

be selfish IS Y { guys l'd come

ight?
. “sometimes.. to, right:

_ Relax, Fern,
we knew! We're
justso happyto
seeyou! |

It's been
so long!

\)

We'reso
glad you're
~allright!

Besides
Lem, you're
the first of our
folk I've
seen.

Cute | 1
. y i " my assistant
3 b knowtoclear | :
our schedules. | AN

] —




Because of what Lewm cf:‘c:f to save Fa..r'c/ia., After you were murdered,
i some mortals decided you

he lies prone inside the body of the lagoon, were a god & started
worshipping you!
constantly being burned away. i ey

There's no need
to make such a fuss
over me...

¥

( \

Fern, you ( {

don't getit. w\?‘ Haven't
any strangers

harassed you yet?

= \\ 7

He. onfg continues to live because of the biomass of Faidia

Thereisso muchto
go over....

constantly re,Pfe.nisAina hivn tArou.sl. the propagation Of

al Jae and OtAé.r microscopic, P/e.nti? w life..

Funa...please... V4

-

People recognize us

o - : :
_Ah-sorry. in the street all the time.
I’'m just saying, You have to be on guard!
you haveto be
more careful S
now! Oh...now that you mentioniit,

I have gotten some weird looks.

& @f lk But | mostly stick to myself anyway.

¢

This is a very delicate situation. Qur first qoal is to restore Lem to a

proper elemental form, wicking the excess plasma ‘from his shoulders.. L

¥ Ugh...Iwas worried |

"~ itwould get like this. . Culuatopitalot ¥

of effortinto making disguises '
if you wantto go out... o

ya»

Whatcha gonna

do, am I right? e p

Are Fola & Viv around? .
If we're gonna talk shit all night, !
they should be here too...

It's kindasad.
; We have this
. gated neighborhood...

wand [ifting him From the lagoon, so that ke way take
his place beside us on the shore,
- A




.. Allthe secondaries

Yes!I'll vl
callthem together again!

right ) | =

= away e %; 5

exciting. )

-

Funa, that'll

| mean, we can
ruin the party! S

have one or the other,

: ' but not both.
While I'm

doing that, I want it done

though, before we

| . gettoo
Ell, could (g blotto to figure out
you set_up the computer
Fern with _ stuff! / -

the court

?

O .'

> o

Grr, ohfine...

Youdon't 2
have to read it Hmm, well. ltwill That's an excellentidea!
tonight, Fern. probably upset me, but I'll No pressure if you change
you're not ready ofy_ou...§o how qbout though.
iawallk aboit | wait until after dinner
it?
all that stuff lareadit; .

I've had
areally good
uppfatite since

These cookies Sstting bock
are delicious,
Funa.
| wanna
Aren'tthey SRt everyining,
though?

T:V

@

Ell made them
with Viv's recipe.

" Eatasmuchasyou
= want, Viv always makes
way too much...

N |7



Fern!
Good to

~—  How X
could

i 4 Fola, ¢ Yourun

.-5:. : 4 away Boosme

| I'mglad ? fromus rY;
you'rein like

A one piece, B\ 2l

gone
forso

" Isitokay

10 AHink he can have

two tonight.

themin
the fridge. :
Ve %
Grab one
. forme, ok?

Vo A i

Y Thots S o
amazing, r'g'f ' O -
B

o Fola.

Check this

My report
card. All the
bestletters. &
.

Y ltmeans %

() it's a pretty |
o rare card... 1

%

Great
meal, Viv.

you liked it!

Oh, thanks
for grabbing
those.

Normally I'd
help more

Let us know if
you need anything.

You can read the court
record in the guest room.

e L




To imagine it was that bad. & ] I e — Ny ;U»Oh I'm finished -
; faat @ A a0 . I'icleanup and %
come out.

Ne:d L . " There'snorush,
anything? sweetie. Take allthe
. time you need.

T — -

o

Y Isthat W el
reallyme? A\ /N Howcanlnot
y FA recognize myself?




Was Fern
coming ou-

Oh nevermind,
thereheis.

Whata To be honest, WhenLem
ghastly Ihaven't rereadit
account. | inalotofyears... dropped the
o It was too much. bomb Fern was
back, | touched

up a bit.

Howdoesone

Honestly, even react?
I'mataloss A N
for words. What do you say to : oy
. someone who didthose ————
things? Went through
those things?

A shot and a beer,

please. fj

Keep inmind, Fern,

thbgt Iknow some of the hardest Looking themin

gotn, exactly work is already done. the eyeis going to be

Fern. . Lookalthe how he weird for...uh, awhile,
juice drained feels,

out of him. Just
arind, now.

R

| gotta P
. ._ Cal's finally moving back iy '
D : to his own house, right?
but Cal's been really well behaved and is ‘ =—— You don't
1 as gentle as a lamb whenwe see him. 2 N(e—d et i
N - 2 = i _ p‘/r R 1"‘-'- it, Fola. ;
S | - That's - r,@ i (. i)
' a matter of é,{’ /  Well, sortof. '
opinion. [/ / Granny Corwin still

occupies the main

'_ e } #:2 house...
i f ;'f :
7 OK!Inmy opinion, Ohhhyes,
t he has demonstrably that was going
to be a hold-up,

F

Improvt?d- wasn'tit?



There's a newer

May has put up

[ N} . structure, a guest | Arelrou suyl:i'ngk
AN house, where - can't move bac
~-/), he'llbestaying. with Rae & Cal " to myroom atCal's?
P longenough.” .2
\) é
; Re“g;“g‘?"fh Shehasn'tbeen N
F o u:w:rgvf ableto hold an orgy ~
’ or whatever she does £ \
well at least in her own house

he's out. in centuries.

Fern...It'sbeen W?'reselting
a realll;long time. you up in an apartment
i/ . Alotofthings have ('C here in Tower for now.
I wanted _.' changed. y- Q\
NG ol & A Fern, of Practically
S course you're

: tdoor,

not going back nextdoor

actually.

there right

That was
the room you N .
weremurdered | Didyou ¢35
in... forget? 4

\_ ‘\\\_ - d

‘Z__ ” i . '1‘
~= Wecouldgo

look atit tonight _
The bed was if you wanted! &

s~ comfortable... ' __

- Gosh... /
I'msorry ) aiid
Imissed [ ;
that.

@ forallof
< you. |

We'vehadour '§
ups and downs.

\ _ | | don't know
: / if I can deal with
- living by myself...
Well, | ask &« right now.
because... ——

That's
wonderful.

Oh, don't
WOrry, you
won't be!

We're both :
dating Ell.



There's kind
of asoftrule Fola lives Speaking of Fola...
now-thclt none of by himself, I'mma check on him.
us lives on our but he writes
lonesome. everyone

alot, so. Fucsiie

withya & EE

'";:.':e He's had 1whole
rodiid beer...he's probably
Yy passed out someplace.

In fact, | think
. Lemcan'tstop him
from emailing him
. atevery mealtime.

When she

Er - Well - Funa

Okay... b was ramblin
50.3./. sortof gave ltawery dlrendy. st o
whoaml| Coland... <&

rooming She just | &

can'tkeep
anything |
back... 4

with?2?2?

& [ explain ||
& butit
s does
I nothing 4

I mean, you have already
met! In away.

t\\unh

But don't worry,
we've arranged for
another meeting before
the actual move.

.~ We'renot that L
reckless, for &

goodness sake...

¥

The secret primary | haven't
met who is also a criminal like
Calis & wasin Cal's body the wh-

You just
weren't aware
ofitat the time.

Yes!

shouldn't
have told
you while
you were

He'sreal and
you're going to
meet him!

Come now,
Fern,we're | -\

all actually
: P learned the truth,
inenvyof soyou're spooked,

k youright Raeis % ™ Vitlibe oka
g now! trouble.d, | promise. &
but he's

. taughtus 2
E g somuch.

You just

I'l take your .
word forit, Ell... i

ljust...thisisn't
what | was looking forward
to, if you know what | mean.




| know you lived

a full mortal life.
Did you have a lot
of relationships?

Of course...
I raised a family,
or two, sort of.

N

Then...you probably have the most
wisdom out of all of us with regards
to somethinglike this.

Just like you to ask
% so directly. You're a peach,
Fern. Well...What do youwant?

f Do you think...
Calandl....

| guess it was obvious Ty
I'dimmediately go crawling

back to him...even though
I'm still angry at him.

Two
Aftel' things can
. be true,
everything Fern. TE
" we've been As objectively as you

can, do you think you should
have a relationship with him?

¢ through...

No. Absolutely not.
| should cut him off,
never talk to him again.

Sure, sure.

Isthere
achance
4 forus?

We elementals are kinda stuck
with each other, though, wouldn't
you say? Avoiding himiis.. 1



S
K ).
Lemreally %
' “ground itinto me*

I know | should be happy for

that | didn'tneed S 1think " &) his friendship, but that also
: im - _ ! b % , seemsunbearable
N, =a tosem him ¥s Il smooth over -__-, - :
S atall '\ \the fight we had " k& W | want him to fuck me.
R E, vt % ", ifwe...? y . lwanthimto snan ==i~h-
L e ) "*"I«.._';'g

7 But that - Sy
sounds ~

FeeEEEeern...
. Thisis goingto be
= averylong, arduous
process any way L= S
you look at it.

i Am | just si'r-'lwé himto
\ 7. feelbetter from whathe did to me?
. How %9,!'!!,‘_?’ that possibly work?

il Ty T .

Y " I'm saying this
gy & specifically about

the handsome &

dangerous men

- But -
y | Sometimes -

I'vehadin my
life...
SOMETIMES. o
|— thethingsthatare haadsomie s
k== the hardestto get Hats dangerols,

but, just for you,
can be the most I'l count him.
rewardingin

the end.

Thank you

e

You'rescared -
it's another scam,
scared of the pain

that might come...

"\ Yourrelationship is this
horrific mess, but you're
still trying to detangleiit,
at this stage! That has to
say something initself.

But | assure you,
| agree dating Cal

isworth atry, on
a couple of levels.

: Tobe
Expectations honest,
should stay W _
basic, of course... S | expect
I
i Your heart has brought you BoWCer ‘youtwo
¢ toaplace youdon'twanttobe, e willbreak up =88
"'/ &maybeyou're boundto leave, o e et &getback |
g perfectto
butfor now, allyoucandois justify an attempt. together

put one foot in front of the other. many ‘ :



=

SOL%
N

o

Lots of people e SN
are gonna discourage you, Oh, are we _talkln_? _
because it seems doomed, about this finally?
but | say it's YOUR decision. ;

" Calis dangerous.
Don't let your
guard down.

Is Ell
horny

hat's what

about
abastvs Ihave to say N
boyfriends

| aboutn

again?

Viv praising him like thot
£ D sickens me. Cal was always -
remarkably Well behaved at work. It's his family

morehorny & lovers you have to worry about!
: than usual

AR

30 e L

iy _'_-'p"' “':9:..,.. (1
Don‘tdeify him
for saying please
. &thank you while =
the rest of us got
itrightin the first
place without

a big-

Don'thave thé 4
wrong attitude about
this situation!

Might as well
hang a "FRESH MEAT"
sign around your neck!

Caldoesn'tdeserve
your gratitude just for
treatlng you with basic
decency He owed you.
that from get-go!

| have May here on
the phone.

He'stryingbut
you're also really 7}
vulnerable.

Funa...

Party.... ' bgrek

withyou,
Funa, but
don‘tyell

it

: I'Istop
- yellingwhen
youstart
listening!

9@ She's | )

o af uskmg if




ll \ I'""' Irl Leihir;a{iﬁ !
S go, it's
| May? - -
Seriously? ¢, I...I'mfine! BN ([ -thonks, J Ao

"\ Justdrunk...

‘D @_V __-;.1:_:, Ma
‘af (8 here’
J ol here's
%  AH!Of course! 3 1 Fern.
Hetrippedthe |

egregore.

Yeah, so, athing about
the egregore, the memory

Hiya Fern. It's May.
2 managementlhing..._

How's it going?

" Sorryaboutthe Iy \
“% \ dishwashing //

; Qi / That's OK,
Z - : Y 4

I can hear
Y'all sound 6’\ e

like you're having Y-yeah, we're partying.
fun over there: But Funa's saying something
: ) about the egregore...?

It has alarms that go off if it notices an
elemental is in intense distress...

h
— =

— £

Fern,there'sno W

There was a big spike in V >
distress from you a little while ago. ¥ needtobesoformal. Jy : . 3
Do you know what that could & B R ;
have been...? Is there anything we
| (@ 4 ~ candofor you? 4\
0-oh...I'm s-sorry, | think | AT : o )
it'sbecauselread...Iread | = w, O\ S—===3 =
the courtrecord. O ey P Rae&Calare
~— il < ' here withme, & Lem
Hmm, yeah, that'lldo it...! ] / is awake & cancome

down toyours...

May...I'msorry...

I'm really drunk.... e 1

it'ssolate, I'm.... Oh...Um...Maybe there's
=" - something...

Sorry, this is
crazy, but...
| need to know

Calisn't...hurt...
right now.

Of course.
After reading
that, | needed
reassurance

too.



“Would you like
> to hear his voice?

; if you want K

Raeis here
too. He can hear.
Is that OK?




_artopenings...

Is that slut
calling me

They were
technically =
but I'm not

§ arguing. 4

Do you...wantme
tosend a picture?

Just Maybe that would

breathe,

A huge brood of nillits
were born here recently.
There are like fifty baby
ones rolling around
everywhere...

; hateiit.

I'm sending you the
photo Rae took of me
with the nillits.

S..orry.. L.
Y...yeah. Please

think? They're. W\
cute, right?
like you're
covered in

It's fine that
it's late.

If you wanted me to,
| could come over.




I'm way too tired.
It's finally hitting me.

. allright.
"o

; Ruewﬂl -
be around at noon i
to pick you up, y

I'mstill not
permitted to
teleport, so
he helps me.

Right...I'lIl
.| bewaiting for

And what you've
8 doneis...so...awful.

Thank you for...
being so calm, & talking
to me. Sorry I'm not..
speaking properly

N LP"%

There's nothing
to apologize for,
Fern.

l...missyou...
so much.

I really
needtosee

you.
7




—

| think that was a little
bit too much for him.
. He conked out.

_ It's okay, he was
. ' already on the bed.
Ahhh, Ell speaking. I tucked himin.

Fern's fast asleep.

- Good night.. <
Th....Thank Thank you for
you, Ell! | calling.

Then...We'll

say good night! 1 think you

did well.

R...really?!




i)0)

My heart
is beating | feel
like crazy.

He wants
_toseeus...

Sitdown with
me & talk.

specifically...

‘Hewantsto
see you.

Maybe I'm
just...happy?

D...don'tsay
that, evenifit's
technically....

l...1think you
should be happy to meet
Fern...atleast a little bit.

happy, but ..it's late &

also...

It \L?:?:mke I'm exhausted.
’ it hurt that much Past midnight

That's just my opinion,
youdon'thaveto...

more... Willit?

Yeah

I'msure...evenif...Fern -. .
A ultimately rejects us, We'll handle |
- itjustfine. A&

I'msurehe'll G
_ do it kindly.

Assumingit's due to . qu' this .
old stuff, of course... is violence §55 I'msorry,
against I'lltry...to
- If it's something new, Hens Enough be quiet.
% thenall bets are off. already.
4 Who knows ——p
what we'll / 4 D e
i S Jors I've thought over this
stuff endlessly, butin the
end...anything could...




rwl‘

\‘Y I knowlcan't

predict or control

If this goes horribly-
this, | know, so..

no matter what- -

[ Cal come )) - N No.

promise you'll
. on. Y- . : blame it on me.

That's not what
we're doing, and
it never will be.

We're notgoing
to be that desperate.

...I'msorry | make It's

you repeat yourself scary. Should
so much....

focus onthe
| I'm not thinking fC.lCt Fern Wl'll
We face our mistakes about yoft&th?‘w give us a fair
[] wan ]
together. We don't need s - sh;ekﬁi.ane I
to run away if we love y

& support each other.

S
Even though

lknow...

| )
Mmhm.

Huh? He knows.
He read the thing.

Whatare g
we qomg to tell

*"v Raaaaee don't
play dumb! Al

)&.’ WM\}F

What we re”
llke now.

Er...genuinely

What's objectionable
confused, though.

about the way we are now?

Fern learned about
our past tonight, so...
That's on my mind.




| think if we explain, ‘!"J\

11
Yﬁ:i;;;v first, Fern will not find
that's not \ it...so disgusting he \
what| y Q seversties, at least. ,

mean!!!

Don't make me sayit!
My...clinginess. You
indulging me,
prioritizing me.

Whatif he's
disgusted?

V£

If Fernisn't sick

This isFern we're He's not of your shit, well,

Fern's life will be

A that different. two of you avoid wantto join
- ~ overthinking this. e tomily:
He sunk all

that mothering
into you, Cal.

Lem said

he seemed
pretty much
- the same, even
his accent.

He'll probably

find it very sweet

that you're both
trying so hard.

. You dumb sack
of sad crap.

Tch... ¥ = .

t tthat.
Wow, | forgot about tha Thatwasa }

Fern's cooking...

ANYWAY, good one. I &
| could have a my p°int iS, & .( . g i ]
el just remember ' ; Nope. yEP Simply
you should show W.hct ifl B o rible.
Fern your soft , don'thavea - Backto
side, no matter soft side for baby jail.
I admit, I'm kind of... He said he's
alarmed he wants : angry, butifhe's

to see us so soon. talking tome

so nicely, saying . Ihave t;;_
z = he mi me... assume his
ﬂ‘? We had all sses angeris just
. those backup ' .delayed for
ideas... ¢ : iy

4

But delayed itis.
I'lldo what | can
inthe meantime.

I e

| was positive he'd
avoid us foras long
as he could.

That's not

very angry
of him.




Expressions of
anger & fearare
exhausting.

We should encourage
him to keep pacing himself
: 3 —— like this. If he's not ready,
Lemconnected % D o ek | 43 he's not ready.
him tothe egregore. o s 2 ' .

- Q@ He'llbeofffor YR

He'llbe | days while his
experiencing brain absorbs
fatigue. all that info.

Don't lose patience
& provoke a fight.
You'll both get hurt,
just because you
couldn't wait.

We'lldo

what we I'msorelieved
need to ;
doto keep you two are here
| youboth to'help me.

safe.

Ifthe urge to hurry
him along becomes
unbearable, let
us know right

Thank you.



| do wish
Lem were
here...

Only seeing him

him about work is...

There'sno
rushing this.










