


Here's my question.
What's the pointof a
society where everyone
has the same face?

Isn’t it obvious? Our town
was just a practice
run for Lemanerial.

He’s moving on to bigger
and better things.




That kind of Bigger and bet'ter things? 7
attitude won't K Who do you think feeds

get us anywhere. ga{‘ the people inthese » ,\\
| N ~J | othertowns? .

-//\3 % f»\

Yet, we
have no
schools ’

Alot of us don’t even have all the lights on

-4

Larson, you don’t even know

what a schoolis. It's justsome upstairs, if you know what I mean.
big word that sounds nice. Right, Ket? You listening, Ket?
o~ g

\: \ \ Ye-yeahI'm
N S ¢ lishenin. =

\ &
X Sh...Shounds...

We are still the oldest established

farm community in Faidia. We provide
< the food Lemanerial’s civilization needs

to succeed.

™Al we need to do is show a little initiative.

< Lemanerial respects that.
How hard could itbe?



ACH Speakingw
LR of which... E

\\ \WJ s Buck ) Q’éﬁ
\ \ X awake? ¢ __ %
N\ /S

¢

Yeah, well... r

Considering you
just had another H
baby...Wait, how

many kids does
that make now?
Four? Andyou’re
what, 29? Isn't
that some kind

£ of record?

Atleastwe
know you’re

goodat
something.

There was a time
where | thought
A you took this place
seriously, Buck.

What happened
tothattime?

Lem may be bored with us, but |
we're proliferating like he asked.
We should demand what'’s due.
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\ Miss? Are
you all right?

S/ N\

Ml ot

' \5‘ A\
{




- / s
Hey, Isa -

.-  Didyou change.

72 yourclothes?
/ lleftthemout

4% foryou.’

. Did we get- e %
t Oh, yeah, yeah I did. e
2R AR, A5

Close the door, ¢
| thisisn'tabarn.

A

NN,
Did we/\
tgetanew’

#neighbor? " e’
/

1
o No, don’t think so.
b
,4_/\
s Wis ¢V T

“S——

| saw a strange
woman from the

road. |/

Haven'tyougota

big enmfgh family Y Maybe you
you don’t have to should
imagine -\ hang out
people? (/ here more.

How am | going to get a piece
of my own land at this rate, dad?

So did you get any work
2, \\)

‘ IAtHo‘ughf youwere {y
.going to run away "%
' to the big city Lem

‘for good. -

N‘\
ST % =
£ 3 e y
E - .:’.\’TQN/

[] . Vi ..1
‘is building and leave $§’i :&“ e
-this dirty little village -3 V0% ¢

' Oh. Well. Z

\That. > -

\
| |

staying here
is easier. .

/,

X Thatiis, if |7,
< youstart
working
harder.

A
figured |,

No pressure.

.,
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It may not make  ExtortLem? ‘ U Hello, girls. Wash':
i ] 4] < .
¢ dlfferen\c\e. : x':mﬁ;?n; 7 \\\ \up, dinner’s ready;
/ ). ‘ \ L NN soon. !
. about? (.~ / ANy :
All the village b e v B R ;
council > B¢ e ST
can talk about RO Hi. 'SOI‘I‘Y 7 A
anymoreis y t‘.?-:.i-:.we re lqte. "

what they
canorcan’t

_extort Lem for. A\
\\ e
L ‘A

< Buck, what do you What a mess.= )
mean, extort Lem? = N r {

@ |

—t \" 1. ——_

It's just berry juice, > £
You're going to— - N\t
spoil your appetites. ~ I iy
[/ ‘ So?
v A :
¥4

)
|
dad. We went picking. [ G

=P

5
TS “
p— So, you \ Seats, everyone. Eat
ne’e dtoeat | as much as you like.
avariety | )
— ofthings,
not just
berries.
ac
e
N4
/ ‘ )
There,
all cleaned up. ,
; / There’s more on the way.




QYA

inbed,
finally.

Oh, they haven't
actually done
anything yet.

N\ Maybel
should go to
nextweek’s
meeting.

N

A
Don't. It's a waste of time.

N

;IsupposeA.f
N D\ /y
V&

“'J/

RN/
V)‘\

. A
Unless | startdrinking that
smelly stuff like you do.
Y] S

5 7,
gottenso

strange
lately- ¢‘ )

I‘'msorry. I've been doing it too much. It’s
not harmless like everyone thought. It's iust.‘

e
r Y \\ I've been [

‘ feeling sick.

The drink

\Y, helps.

Sometimes.
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| have this weird dream.

| have the feeling
there’s adoor, or a window,
behind me, and something
is coming through it. For me.

It doesn’t sound important
when I say it out loud. But
it gives me this horrible
dread. | can’t shakeit.

That’snota V
rumor now.
Lemsenta
message
awhile ago.
We'reall
goingto

die eventually,
like the crops
{sometimes do. t

-
t

b,
yto do with the
death rumor? K

(D

IS S
Eventhe $4 N\
children? \2§ ‘]E

A £
-~ Yeah. Butnot >

s
Z <"£

i for awhile yet.

How long, then? How
many days?

2 We don’t know yet.
Abunch?

S

| don’t much like not knowihg, Buck.
g I

But what happens to dead things?

Where do they go?
L

| guess they go where
they were before they
even existed. That
makes sense, right? ‘

N
y




— — 7] [ i
Whatever itis, it's not worth @ i \ %&?;:“;gt‘gftg%‘;e
making yourself sick over. Whif:h reminds m! / | as a society but

N ‘ ) \ whine about some
\ ”{5 @ | g’ﬂ ) } ideas Lem threw
\ ' ' // around years ago.
(7 ’
™\ ) WP
( & \\cy
/ ",\\g\\ ™ WG Ask him for a school,
9 ’ What's this and probably make
We were lucky to have about a fuss about how we
four children without extortion? wantall the things

any big problems so far.
*7\\ Let’s not pushiit.
' L4

/ the newer colonies
D Ay // are getting. Jd

Now that they know
crops can die, they want

5 R other forms of guarantees.

A2 New equipment, new 4

ll| seed lines, and so on.

#1111 A 11'1/
L L
L2
\ L 37 T TN A
Why do they expect so much?
| Lem was the first to admit that

he didn’t know what our lives
# were goingtobelike. L~

L,

J

When he was
stillaround,
itwas as much
alearning
experience
forhimasit
was for us.

V

J (\l
They’re just en\{ying N Lem is not going to appreciate that.
the other colonies. It's going to reflect poorly on the
\ entire colony.

Py |

[

~ A

N

( /\
((’—-/~ ~

If we expect our own children
to leave home when they
reach a certain age, shouldn’t

///\/
we expectthe same of ourselves?

\._"
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You don't need -
to convince me,
Iza. 1think we
should keep to
ourselves more%
fromnowon.>

“y
‘«li

LA

‘l actually do
some workin
the morning. )

9

pr I's getting
\* cold. Let's

%

4
o~

bOkay, Buck. Il pack a lunch for you.






Look, | don’t know who
you are, but leave me
=) alone, okay?

You havebeen ™
drawing power
that does not

< belongto you.
—~

I‘mincapable
fDY of mistakes.

Butldon’thave
any magic.

Normally, | would kill you.

You must be

looking for
someone But since this is the first time anyone
else. has stolen power from me, | am
willing to give you a chance.
N
| have the same face Come with me, and | willteach
as about a hundred you how to use your skills.
other people.

N
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What the hell was that? R ‘

0 T
‘ An elemental’% “ | Z \
A AN RV N
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Itcan’tbe

\ "= —
i r I Q
— 7 HA
-— ’ / 4 A
- 4
/ urh
R (s

This is just another dream

I

)\
Itdoesn’thu



It’s like the flames are
coming from inside me

I have to help Iza
get the kids out of
the house
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...need a baby
sitter, basically.

Those colonists
were all bred
blond.

\

‘(\”\\{'
}(} W l
ki

hen Calrecreated his >
body, his pigment changed.
B UL LU WL VUL

3

< Lem, he’sone
of yours. How [
aboutit? §

| refuse. This
issome kindA
of trick.

A mortal has never had this
much magicbefore. -

some strange effects.




All the morereason
to take good care
of him, Lem.

Whatever.
I'mstill —
not taking
him.

That mortal
is as strong
as us, butnoone
knows how
or why.

Forgetit. I'm
notdoingit.
I’'mtoo busy
to babysit

\, o
i 1
i "y
et
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751!
T

i\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Yeah, make S, T
Caldoit. He

e

There’s going to be more of these, \
so we need to move quickly.

subduedhim,
after all. I'll go speak to mom now.
L Not busy.
I'lltake him. Let’s avoid another tragedy,

M if we can.
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Neverseena
house like this
before

Couldusea
few licks of
paint though.

Eh? A box?
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Dead animals
A havingatea
party. Okay.
That's good.
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Guess I’'m stuck here

for the night.
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Properly this
time. Okay

//),'/n,,} J

[/
74




Vo

77,
/ Hello. I’'m coming

//% btilckin.

. Sorry for
| intruding
and. You
know. >

1 %’ A /
| =— gy ,\\ .

.

/ = N ¢, )j“l{ | - :
k2N -
/ — P ST
/ — |was pretty _

— scared. >

NN

X LIy
I see you're into uh, dead .
L animal decorating? =

2

I didn’t
killany /
ofthem. [/

put ribbons (//N =5 =
onmeor > \k,l 8 =
whatever «\S § e
ifyoureally «A\i / s
want. - ))'f 4
/ ¥

-7 \/"
Butyou 7
don’thave \

to kill me.
I’'m willing.
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You're one of the people |
heard earlier.

My “babysitter.”
<\

2o
- /

-

et

What were :
you eating |
earlier? ‘

———eAWRm——

Youdon'’t
look like
you'rein \ Are yougoing/
a condition totell me what'’s
totake care happening here?
of anyone.

- | , g Sure, I'll
. N ; 3 /i e e getitfor
Q N ) !
v W, J /[ 1 Wi .
\\,."72,;:’ o 7/ )/
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| heard you
wheezing like > )
4["‘ i

that before, too. \  : Z z

I

I‘m sureit’s none of
my business, butas
faras | cantell, we're
stuck out here alone.
\
Soit’s in both our
interests to help
each other out. Right?

Watchit,
it's hot!

[

b &= \}
///////Z{/ﬁ.‘:ﬂh.ml\nlm\\\\\\\\\v//'

What do you
usually eat?

Itsounds

L serious. Do you > , . |
wheeze | know what’s £ ., \
wheeze wrong? > ' ,...‘,.‘ ‘ l \
~ e 1 D ' \ ‘
. stones. ldon'tlike ¢ ‘\

| eating very much. 1&““‘\;\\‘ rKL‘ A)‘

........

\\\“\\\‘\

\\

chestis

. ape W
whistling. SV
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thisis some
house, Cal.

See? Wouldn'tit be great if you
were in a condition to enjoy

D
At
Al

g ///

t)

your house?

Iwishlhad a

swell place to live
like this. It has what,
multiple rooms and
indoor plumbing?

How did you come by
a nice house like this?

But I've been
tooill totake
care of it.

I had allittle trouble {
getting away from
it, though.

AN

There’s a magical
j passwordon the
& grounds. If you

know it, you can
getinand out.
I see.
~N
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el A
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\Cesllleesgesy)

™ | guess| could / / / ;ﬁié\,':')" ?)““:"'\/}j‘%"
show you. / W /ﬁ;’};
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Butyou can't
tellanyone.

WAl
N A

‘!5 She'll probably
visit sometime. }

r

Thentake
responsibility
for your illness!

She’ll be very upset when
she finds out I've been hiding this.

-7

She has enough troubles without I'mjustsaying -
me adding to them. it's notthat easy.
1 I e — -
” Okay okay, | give up, I’'m just.
nking itthrough aloud.
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If your sister cares
about you, then she'll
want you to be well.

Of course itisn't
easy, whichis
why I’'m saying

you need to get
started! You're
wasting energy
you’ll need later.

Do you need help with that? -

[T L Lt

wtt)

I think
| have it.

-

N
"
oA

i

right, sorry. | got excite - (L::;-;;:v"'",,,: R "ml:“ﬂ“l
atriohsory tsotenced. | T NN 1T 7



It's a cut | have on my chest.
Itwon't heal.

< What do you think | should do?




===

Huh. Well, it looks like you have a
very large wound in your chest.
Through which your lungs are
pushing. N Huh.

Did you stick
acrabapple
inthere? \

Wy
N N "lll//

lh

"'l "7/]

And some.:.7
’ _~ Twigs? Are

" those twigs?

All set. So, where's
the nearest hospital?

HURGGGH
kaffkaff

Then we’re teporting
there. =

— &
S

SO

~ ‘“Teleport.”

PO SN NS UL N TR

Whatever. Get up,
I'll help you get ~
your shirt back on.

<< | can’t stand up.

aplace

thattreats
people like < We'dhaveto
meinmy teleportthere.

brother’s

I knew it. Men
don’t usually sit like
that, you know.

town.
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Cal’s terrified of town. Ny

N\

G

W
Ty
R

I‘m here towork, Lem,
not play dress-up.

A ;‘,-\'-‘,\
W

" Youcan't |
go out like

I just figured
I'd need your
helponthe
. off-chanceit
. was true.

What's the
AL N\ difference
between adress
and a shirt?

Yetyou expect
us to follow them.

~ N\
It’s important to gain the populace’s
trust. What kind of gods are we if we
can’t master mortal guise?

s
o .-
eSS Y X

You think I'm enjoying this?
Itseems like every day these

- people exist, they discover
some new and bizarre hang up.

Y All because they know
they’re going to die
someday.

Gender?Why would anyone care about gender? —




Exactly!

el So, you see, it’s

g ‘ becoming quite
a challenge to
stay in control.

L

They're gomg in all kinds of
unexpected directions with the
whole reproductive thing.

¥ v

/
May, | know you think
of me as a spoiled,
wildly indulged child.
Understandable.
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. Forthat, I willdo \ You can't

whatever it takes . do it without
’ ; our help.

For these people, you
destroyed your family.

,,,,,

.........

N Butlwantthisto | '
work. | wantto see
a civilization here.

So spare us a thought
now and again.

/4

Comeon, let’s
go find Cal.

L




W -

They’re frightened.
v Wecame du’ring the night ,

ri&\
R
L N / / [’/
\ \\ You also can’t remember where | / // »
3\ ‘\{ ER the hospital you mentioned s, // 1>
- ’ nor where your brother lives.

1 and no one is willing to treat you.
— ) A :

WMWY IS

Butright
. now, I'm
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Oh yeah. | forgot
about that fellow
after all the others
started appearing.

Think he’s already
playing around
with the poor sod?

SN

NS NS e e myw!

.l

Callthe
hospital,
4 Lem.

b
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\Q\ >0,
A{\\‘t\‘?ﬁfé":“s

What do you think?




7 My mouth |
tastes terrible.

§ XY
AR\
A R\

S T

AUPLIAN

N oA

Cal’s the one who needs
help. He had a big wound.

You were very
dehydrated and
exhausted, so
they putyouon
~ adripand
letyousleep.

Cal’s receiving
treatment too.

gL !

L /////If/”,a“h

2\

You mean,
you really

don’tknow?

N

elemental
of water.

N~

Elemental?

There are only
three, buddy, and
you're not one ofem.

Know what?
V




e
A number of new

elementals N
have surfaced.

L-lookonthe %
bright side! We'iif§
getto live {
forever

They all have
dominion over
various, physical
powers inour = P77 7,
world. ”””//// 1/
gAY /4 {/,

=

and we're

0 neverout
[II I N of ajob!

.\\Il"'"/l, s

A Unlike the
original three,

who areall
metaphysical.

| ]

Are you saying that
I’m here because |
amone of these
new elementals?

| don’tknow yet.
No one does.
You haven't

been analyzed.

L

This can’t be.

| didn’t believe
it either, at first.
But onceyou see
your powers
inaction, it’s \
difficult to deny.

What elementam I?

Callaneril...he’s elemental of...

\l .,
‘¥

/ ,‘J’

\‘/?/ 2 Death.

We're all receiving training
from our primaries, but it looks
like Callanerial was too

illto startyours.




| is elemental

of order, and
Lemanerial
is elemental
of life.

4

~
Did weall
lose our

/]

| was also conscripted to get
you some clothes and shoes.

-

No, it'sjustyou. >

There were problems
with your conversion. 7

Youwere
newto -

« So there are some things Ry ) 77 A Who | have?
they have to work out [
N~ foryou. Y ¥ Each of the secondaries has

been assigned to a primary.
< The primary is like their boss.

We don’teven

‘know who you
N haveyet. Who did you get?
D i

Mayaner. Lem has y You've never...?
obviously. L /] \ 11l wait outside while
‘ 3 youget .
dressed,

My own pair
of shoes...




Canlsee
Calsoon?

W T &
| 1T (L
1L ;
Notyet, butit's N\
arranged for you
to see him later.
AW

\\\\‘;\\\\ \

Yl 50
i) 1.4/,
.’j"l

I‘'m actually
tutoring another
secondary

already.

<

X~  You're
welcometojoin
inif youwish.

For now, just relax.

| don’t know
how good
lamat
relaxing.

4

~7

You must be
pretty hungry.
Let’'s head to
the cafeteria
and have
some lunch.

This placeis Makes
soclean. my life
e easier

7/

You're aregular
good samaritan,

/- aren’tyou?

Ah well, social
relationsis my
sole skill.
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,///%//ﬁx I‘m er, a member

11

J”” (4 Y/
Oh, 25" of one of the
well. > EA southern royal

E

« families.

)
G

{

\

<

=
pifemmceg From the coast. |}
B s =

Funaner, .

Folanerial, air. _ _
N Ellioner, time.

LN\

Atleast you
canremember
who you are.

V

Yeah. Yeah, __
that’s something.

Beingan
\ elemental,
it's justa
moot point

Uh. Who are the
other secondaries,

Whoa, did
someone
draw these?
They’reso
realistic!




‘Unusual concentrations of =

Folanerial’s skinis

blue? How did that elemental magic cause more
L~ happen? vibrantly colored pigmentin
people.

That happenedto o
all of us. You used to People from Tower, this city, =

have blond hair are born with it, because of
and blue eyes. the strong elemental
A\ presence here.

Fola’s the only one
of us actually born
in Tower, so | guess
when his body was
restored, he got
more pigment than
the rest of us. You'll
notice, though, your
skin is different
now, too. ltlooks

kind of shiny. =

Incidentally < How will they

decide my primary?

A combination of things.

Lemis going to want you,

though. He likes power,
and secondaries are power.

7
Fola’s the one

I’'m tutoring.

§\

N
D

W

I think I'Il
try teaching
myself first. But...

¥ ~ Thanksall
thesame.

\
S
Y
A\
i

)' A
).
=

NN
3\

Weird.
£

Makes us
stick out,

/ e N
A May doesn’t want more.

7 He doesn’t seem nearly
“., Shewas reluctant to

Callanerial hasn't gotten
atlaneriathasn'tg as bad as the stories.

a word in edgewise on
secondariesyet. X\

\ It all comes back to
»

A Cal being sick.
(4 \ ‘\

/|
What do you think of
Callanerial?

w




s
451

) ’f, All the stories
' weheardas

mortals were
madeupbyLlLem

to make himself
look good.

That’s a little cynical.
N

to be allittle
= [ cynical.

Oh come on! That’s
just metaphoricall!

N

How can you be
so sure? It might
be literally what
happened. >

SN

/9
’/,"«’,»1 'y )

Itseemstome

N\ thereisn’t much
A X : [\ of a choice.
mosttlime. They’re all nuts.

Let’'s walk and talk.

These myths or whatever, don’t they tell you
from an early age that they exist for a
reason? :

N

Now that | think ~
aboutit, didn't
Lem “battle”

Cal and defeat
him, and as

cut out his
brother’s heart
and eatit?

I saw the
wound.

V

It's the only
explanation »_
for it. Thoughit
wasn't as sound
avictory as the
story makes it

Thatis indeed what
outto be.

actually happened. ~




This is Cal’s physician, Dr Bogart.

Nice to meet you,
Dol getto see Cal yet?

V Not yet! First, a lecture.

Rather cheerful for the topic
matter, don’t you think?

As you can probably guess, Calis a very
sick elemental. Elementals are capable of
healing themselves magically, but if they
are psychologically impaired, that
becomes less and less likely.

We are very

gratefulto > Ay
have DrBogart
on the staff.

Please don’t misunderstand.
Itis simply very difficult to
study elementals. We have
gathered more information
inoneday from Calthanin

L the pasttenyears!

| am overjoyed
we finally have
N what we need
to devise effective
medicaltreatments
foryouall.




Sorry, | was just getting to that. The story
you know about Lem and Cal makes
sense, from an elemental perspective.

Lem originally thought that
his power was limitless;
that he could create as
many organisms as he
liked, and thatthose
organisms would live
forever.

7

What's wrong This assumption was
with him? soon proven wrong,
so, a new system had

tobe designed.

Cal suggested death. Lem said, SolLem
“Why don't | take your power took Itwould haV?
and use it for myself?” what he worked, too, if
thought Cal could
wasa actually die.
conduit
of Cal’s Cal didn’t die; he
power, )
his heart, was just badly
"y and ate it. hurt and scared.

&
i

i

What the hell have
| gotten myself Intheir haste to complete

into? your conversion, they
attached you to Cal.
—

Itgets
petter! Wait, | thought he had the ~

option of choosing his
primary. Sort of.

For all intents and
purposes, Viv, heis:
Cal’s secondary.

The attachment,
" however, is
badly formed.




Badly formed?

It's too
complicated

to explain

now, butyou
need a primary
to protectyou

If you have a
poor connection
toyour primary,

he can’t protect
-~ L you as well.

You haveto
stay close
to him.

You'll be
fine. Do

_ Youalso needto learn about
your own magic without delay,

andto do that, :
you need Cal’s
help.

*

And since Calis veryill

oy
\ M\ \\ K | ~\’

This means you’re
going to be his nurse
for the next few months.

I‘m sorry, Doctor,
buteven|find

this a bit unfair. >
Couldn't Cal stay
here, or with his
sister, for his
recovery?

I don’tevenknow ~
my own name!

| can’t nurse a sick

whatever-he-is!

Already explored
that, but Cal can’t
stay here, fora
variety of reasons...

sisteris
going to
< befar
toobusy.

Inshort, you
have nothing
betterto do.




His muscles

are horribly _ Y\ needto

atrophied. be used
- daily.

Now, let’'s go see him.

I! ,\\..........

l

/

(4d

/

The good newsiis,
the most difficult
partis over! N
Yourjobisto

keep him eating
and ingood
spirits!

He also
needs
plenty of
exercise.

Thisis Cal’s
sister, May.
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re going tofi
t fine here.

You

<

injus




IN THE NEXT THR/LLING INSTALLMENT OF GRAYLING... )
h—’—d W\

You know | really Fine.
don’t want this job. We already have
~ your replacement

v ~ -  lined up.

&

~7
Here heis. .

I

DON'T MISS IT )
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