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As you'll probably
ascertain, we'reina
melcey den. \1

’ & nl ”‘\ ‘—7. ’1[

Melceys .How / [

longhavel 4 = 4/ ‘
beenout? | "1/

Oh, good. You're
awake. N

Abouttwo Ry 7 / ;
weeks. The ﬂrs?{" wo Lt '*L
frost came, we had to \
find shelter. 7

| figured you and the elementals
would be more comfortable where
there are modern commodities...

N
Elementals? Plural?

'\

\on Are they

,.. getting along?
7/ /Ilh

you, Fola? You're going to

catch cold standing out here

like this. The melceys have
ordered us coats, why can't

Why can't YOU

stop nagging
me? The

\\ cold doesn't £
{) botherme. Jf

< ldon't

A If youdon't
| ! care, leave
me alone.

_Yes, Fola

VL"" >

F"o-o%

How many times have | told

found £
Funaner
and gave
{ herher
name.

X Why have you
(Q gotto be like this?!

I've been nothing é? - .‘“i

¥) butnice toyou! &= ‘
) )
A1 {-\ |
NICE? NICE? How '
about when you told me you ™\
couldn't respect me because I'd
made myselfinto the “cheap,
baudy villain” when | got back?!

(@

@

y  Sorrytointerrupt,
butthe dragon
wishesyouto
know that Morse
hos woken.

/A

Fmally
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Right now, it seems like all of the elementals
,. ' &Y ) were scattered after the destruction of Arduc
We need to find them before we can
l/ A \ ’)f figure out whattodo next. 2~

,f?’«»r "

s' )

Y it
' \"u]

Okay. I've called everyone |
here so we can make some
/sort of plan.

We can’tgo very far from the melcey
colony during the cold break. So
| guess we'll have to do short sorties

: to whatever energy signals

We havetokeepin
) / mind that a lot of the
) elementals may be
in poor condition.
Ourenergy is being
constricted. It's not
as easy to access
or manipulate. We're
almost as weak as
mortals in this state.

N are strongest, because
M those are bound to be
|

the closest. Right?
That's right.

' The colony will act as our
..base, then. It'sthe only
4/! place large enough for

1//”/; of us.

Should we split up? As Fola grudgingly
demonstrated, it seems elementals
can name ;och oi}er- -

Breaking up might not be such
agood idea. We're outin the
wilderness, afterall...

I'm notgrudging. ¢ /" 5 T Y
I'm never grudging G
during astateof —

Where are we ultimately
headed? Most of the signal
seem to be centralized
around Tower-- \/

emergency.

- This place you call "Tower‘ '
iscursed. Areyou -
seriously considering
going there?

Why, ifthere are elementals there,
of course. | imagine the ‘curse’ is

all the chaos energy Rae must have
failed to clean up before his memory
was erased...

Well.Um, let’s cross that

bridge when we come to

it, okay? Do we have the northwest,

a strong signal right now? halfaday’s —
12 walk from here.

Yes.To That's

our next
project,
then. |
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The next day--a march through
the cold rain.

Well, | would have liked to have
waited for the coats. But we're
ina hurry...and though they're
kinda heavy...these fire melceys
are even better th\clm coats, really.

It was very kind of
them to offer their
time.
[/ - How close are

we? It's been

‘ . phours
=N

Not far now.

Fola. | know how uncomfortable
itis for youto be carried.
+) - But without your magic,
: , you're going to damage
- Y your foot even more,
, // 78 and you re delaying us.
| know. I'll

axcia T We're not making
ix it.

good time. A

Och, my feetare
kilingme. ——

At least
the melceys ~.
keep usdry.

Astream.
\
e

We're right on top of it now.
I'm pretty sure it's Viv. —x

That should —7

Muh. make you happy, Fola.
-
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There heis. -\
Up in that tree.

What should we do? -,

If we shout his name,
he might fall like Fola..

Well..there’s nothing
else forit. Let's just
call him.

Eventhe

melceys

couldn't

catch

him.

Sorry, | don't know you
people at all.

Wha--?

é ’
It didn’t Yo Gon: |

know us?

What ~
do we
* do now?

Aw. I'm just
, yankin' your
chains. ,~-
What have you been up to, Viv?)

Oh, being a squirrel. Relaxing,
if boring. Who are you again?

roll with
this one. &

Being a squirrel, he's not
. about to obey orders...
<" and we haven't any
)\ peanuts. &

" I'm not in the mood
4 for this.

He um. Perked.L

He'’s a squirrel.
Every reaction is
a perk. S

So why are you
guys all wearing 2N
- henleysand , (7"
requlation , !
\ trousers? i
Elemental .
boot camp?

OMIGOD!
STOP .,

Harder,
Fola.

Abelarde brought spare clothes if
you want them, Viv. o~

Thanks. I'll take
them, on the impetous

Z- that I think | know where
another elemental is.
I'll need my working form.
Are you fellows up for
walking a few more miles?

Phew. All right. =
Sounds good.
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Gosh, it's good ....50 | think we can safely assume
to be back with -1V : squirrels have no access to razors.
you guys. v | look great with

' a beard, thank g

"" “\(’\\\‘j‘ well how

Why? You couldn’t come Fola
remember us to miss / doesn’t
l/

i have one?
N \%‘ | dldn't say I mlssed L
you. It’s just good to "-‘ ' :
\ }\\k‘ know my place again. E’.

| Sorry to interrupt,Viv..
HAHAHA /F\'\“ ' HIM? But which elemental
do you expect this
next to be? \/

Oh. | apologize,
Morse. This's no
time for festivity.

, Youdon'thaveto =
" be so boisterous,
h.” you know.

We're headed that ' ; That area’s been riddled

way. The rumors with underground
all pointthere. A . coal fires for awhile.

It's a wasteland.
Given the nature of \ . ¥ The soil is toxic.
the area, | would ' 2 No one goes
sayit'sFern. / : there.

This could be very

dangerous. .\
Whichis |
avery -
good reason
for Fernto
chooseitto
lay upin.

Well..we may be
weakened, but we're
not helpless. If it gets too
\ dangerous, we'll leave you
But Fern enjoys two in a safe spot. e
2 amenities.. > A I‘'m not staying
why... behind, Abe. Let's go.
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Well, s 5 : = S
wgn't\:\,ged ) , B i Somethingisn't right.
the fire > I cansmellit. You mean he
melceys i\ R isn't here?
while we're ' - : y ‘N.' %
here. Could s i
fry anegg ' & W ﬂ .
S ' | VN E

It SMELLS like
eggs. Rotten

... GO ....go get the
girl and the dragon
\under cover.

Wow, Already
| haven't
seenhim
use that
formin
awh~-~
Oh, shit.
N

really
should ~
catch up
with the
others.

*sniff sniff sniff*
Not yet...Someone
| know died here...
But I can’t quite--—\l

Whatis she |
babbling v
about, Abe?

ﬁbﬁ I % id
" Staydown
and get behind _

f h A \ \
this barrier-- B-but what-




His salamande
form is practical
for work that
requires prudent
use of energy...
He's as weak

as us, and
paranoid.
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SS5555555555SSSSS...

: Youleft Fola MCanyou stop arguing
~ alone? Are B and explain what's
/ you sure he's going on? N
¥ strong enough?
’ X v @ Sorry, Morse. Fern’s
dotty right now. He
L- thinks we're
S AU R \ enemies.
M M
§ He's not a baby. 9
I/ ROER)
You haven’tseen
him lie around
like a limp noodle
for weeks.

~ (Jf' ;&:: _— \‘I

—I'l P
C!\/ €3510




That’s right. Go
to sleep. You
can’t expect to
doanything
without oxygen,
now, can you?
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Always as dramatic
as possible. =

~

= Let’s get this over with‘. QG
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Youdidn't fight it ‘i) I’s quiet-~-did he get him?
: |

toomuch.That’'s —= ‘ The smoke's
good. Moranerial. = A |ustd|spersing——

) \ Gotta wait for
Fola to give the

HEY! Why

aren’tyou

~ breathing?!

: / - You have air
Oof...I...won't | \\ // X " n--You lost

beabletodo.. ,° ' your crestil.

that again... ‘ \ - Oh shit, you
for awhile... ' - lost your

crestil--

// ". \ .\ & ‘/
“\\i \\\‘&\‘9

& WWWW

FOLA you TOOK
TOO MUCH! N

< Al Yeah, something
Folc\: glve/ 7 \ likethat, 7

him oir--_
jg MORSE"' \

HE'S OKAY!!

, - & me.. loroet’
, ass...hoppers. 2 again... >

Relax,‘ Fern.
It's okay.
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What I really |wonder where the
needareBaz Minionsare..they could

//,7.?;17\,?, Here, F\e\m and my glasses. help °\}°' And certain =
‘/fv’/"t.".!b.o‘\ \\  Gin? //( "?,,\ 4 y i parties need
” : (! eal \ v Wat ‘ﬁ,\\ T A % to stop letting
RN~ 18 Y 4 ‘ personal bias
(- NY Y A N affecttheir,
T \ 7 Attt want i work. M-
B\ 75 % v ’nn

-~
3 '\ lisabath ‘
ll ~ and adrink. <=

; ?;‘r You're emaciated, dehydrated, —
“4 and you wantto get sloshed. Perfect.

Fern, honestly, none
oﬂhatwosdellberote. 1 e
ljust-- 7 gz ,4‘7‘,“..?& S5

//If’/'/ﬁ\ // / / !s'
n "'Q\, t: \ ';\ \

L/ Iwos crozy p}
" You did what

-\jj you had to. G

g\ Also, I know

\ where Rae s.

He...made a place

in the woods near
here...Been there
along time...l left
when | started going
batty again...Figured
| should go some-
where isolated...

0) \)\,/))

80th's ready.

Fern’sbeen V
with Rae, Funa!

Good grief. Rae wouldn't have an
animal form to hide in, would he...

I‘'m worried about
{ how we'll handle
| \\ himif he's as sick
: as Fern...without
' ) // Col or May to help
B\ " l / / \
' \

‘ happened to all the
2 minions...

~ Cripes, Fola.
Don't. |
-

0 Or Mid. | wonder what's

Funa .Ithought ) ‘
you were qolnq 7
to runa bath

A, Yeah yeah..

Wh--You know
where Raeis?! =

Well, he might have
moved by now..the
dragons might've...
were together for
awhile...
¥ lguess?
We just knew we'd
< both lost our memories,
and figured we were
connected somehow...

=
\ o
)

We

Together?!
You gotalong?

Fuck. Sorry ifthis is ... disjointed... my
head’s like scrambled eggs...But we
should get him soon. The land dragons
have been ™\

attacking .~ = Lf’??j“;r

himand /7~ Nl \ {\Youneed
the melceys /71" : \ sleep.

heworked ' |/ / ,‘ 1] Take your
for cut off I.} ' R, ,’, bath &
ties because | 1\ | o we'll see
of the famine \ what we
and political \ cando
pressure-- % 7 tomorrow.

| wouldn'tbe surprised if they were all dead.

N , Allright, let's
\\ //1 \ not jump to
77 ALY the worst
/ / D conclusions
U/ possible for the
\ J N moment, Fola
I‘m just being
realistic.

—
Butthe minions aren’t likely to be
4 Rhodes'idea of a prime scapegoat.



© 2005 MJanda arborwin.com 20050921 page 492
»= . The next day.... b R Fern. Wake

L.

) ? " \ »
413 A AL , N Whzz..
'1\ A\ - K W | Sh'up, skank.
- zzmmmzzmzzzmm ) 2 ' Fucking
crazies..
\‘n Y Fern, ’'mnota ¥
'\-\ hallucination. Wake up.
The day after Ss...s....Smoke?
that... = 7%/ That really you?
&1, You've been
~ asleep forthree
' days. Mid and

nmzzumzmzzmzm'zzzazmzzz
N e A

Why you =3 ) But where did Cal »,
you sly dog! s get that information..

- )

 Zdithase
A 7at) \

(! :@ 2 7 Ll TS _ He's not sure him-
7\ S W A =
f ‘ , | U
! I I\ '\- \ L .
algsy )

| grabbed 7 .(dl)
the minions SRS AN
and went =
to the next ‘r’. =y ‘
best moment. p X &
S WA = Youalllost ©
(M) - 4 ) B your memories
o { B only afew minutes
. D Well Iqoﬂhe marker after you destroyed
=

from Cal;and | was Arduc. You were the last
six months off... togeterased. e

But why? Time
slowing down, —

our minds wiped-- Rhodes wants
to end the world

£ withoutkilling
anyone.

Suspend it, like
aspecimeninajar. Sounds fun.
We will never They tell you
change again. about Rae?

// Yes. i

-

gonna need
your help -,
withsome-
thing, Smoke.

They're eagerto go.
Do you need to talk
about anything?




© 200

Is that Fern’s voice | hear? He betterbe up
He must be awake. for ajaunt across

/ the frosty waste
lp tomorrow so
S we can get the
‘ \ boyfriend.
- "\
- —
Y
=Y N
Oh, quiet.. =

I'm worried about everyone.

And let me tell you.. the way Tower has just

been wiped out of the culture in so shorta time..

It's eerie. V
Tower’s beautiful,

amazing markets...
will | ever see them
again? <

"'

Oh--no. I'm just going

Soum, what did you guys
do with Smoke in A;ize for 6 months?

ROADTRIP!

Really?
You had
fun? Y \
SN N/
. Wasn't
bad when
we weren't
obsessing

~ overwhat
became of everyone )

Delye, don’tbe soirreverent.

Who'sirreverent? | had a special 4
relationship with those stores! I'm
stuck in a mental hospital for years, | get
out, and the place is sucked into a void~-~
N ‘ A
DELYE.

»
You're interestedin \\™

Hm? photography, Viv? >

to take snapshots of
this historical trip. 7

These melceys have amazing amounts of junk...

Butit's good junk, and they're generous.

Yeah...Uh, Viv? | have something
kind of strange to ask you.
e

I like strange questions! -
™ Shoot.
Cal showed me what he could..of your
story..the elementals, | mean...and
there was one memory with him and Smoke...

| think they were talking about
a...a time when Cal locked
Ferninatrunk...| don't think
he got out for awhile. Smoke
found him, but he refusesto
tell Cal about the details.

< Smoke controls all the memories,
and if Cal doesn't know something,
| can’t know it--but in this memory
Smoke said....Youknew all that
couldbe known about it.

Isee. » well...l can’t say | know very much!
Every year I've invited the others to
come stay at my place on the beach

for a few weeks in the summer, but
the Callaneriallians always turned it
down... Until one day, Smoke
showed up, very bluntly told me

that he wanted to take me up on my
offer, since Fern was sick and needed
a holiday. Of course, | said yes...
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| promised Smoke I’d make sure they
weren'tdisturbed, they spent the
summer, Fern recovered, and in the
fall they went N

home! Oh.

Sleep well,

That's it? Surely there's more!

S

Well | told you
the reality of it--
| promised
Smoke privacy,
he trusted my
discretion, and
l...really don't
want to spread
gossip...

He also had a fresh body, meaning he'd

just recently damaged his old body
beyond repair. Yery suspect.

Oh, really? I didn’t get that feeling
when you fold me all about it,Yiv.

\ | That was different... | was searching We're not mortal, but our

\

\ out commiseration. — bodies are, and if

2 they’'re o
< youcan't, then. they die.

Vivdid see Fern Viv
< briefly that doesn't
summer, when want to tell
he first arrived yOu Our guess-
with Smoke. He work. I'll
was sick, much tellyou, ®
as he is now, but since it's
many times worse. probably
Not himselfat all. true.

That trunk Fern had been locked inwas a Then spent a decade trapped in
special one...It was part of a baby shower a corpse, utterly alone, with

gift the Moon sent to Cal when the Sun the worst to come --when
abandoned Lem. It had contained he got out, the reintroduction to the
baby clothes, toys, little things...but the elemental network was probably
trunk itself was magic. | know, because for like having a piano dropped on
many years, Lem sought to obtain it as his head. A V4

an heirloom. *® — 774
n heirioom : ¥ Caland / :
Elemental magic Smoke

and the Sun her- ‘ : let this™
self cannot pene- happen
trate that box. ® - f to him.

Any elemental locked initis locked Imagine -
away from all magic, all communication. how embarrassing Really can't

limagine that Fern would have suffocated | that level of neglect blame Smoke
or starved after a few weeks, his has to have been _, | for keeping
stamina gradually running out... ® forthe branch. 7 it hushed.
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Morse, look~-~this are all tall tales. We
don’'t KNOW what really happened. We
guessed because it was convenient.

Imagine only realizing Fern was miss~-
ing after ten years of oversight.

Combing everywhere in an attempt
to find him without the use of magic
because the trunk obscured Fern's
whereabouts.

Finally discovering

the trunk. The

dawning realization

of what's inside.

Then having to cope

without your primary’s

help.

It should have been

Cal’s task, but Smoke did italone.

... Are you guys talking about what
| think you're talking about?

N =74

Sorry,
Mid. we'll

No. To be honest, I'm

/N as curious as you.

I'm the “baby,” remember--

| don’t get much of the truth if
itdoesn’t happen right in front of me.

| wandered
inthere once.
Looked in the
trunk. I'd never
gointhere

\ again.
It wosth‘e 9 /\

way it felt. And
the noises.
Smoke

caught me,
dragged me
out. I'd never
seen him so
visibly
perturbed.

Why did
Cal send me

this memory...

Cal putFerninthere
to protect him from
Rae, ifthe memory’s
correct ... Sowould
Rae know more
about it? Did you
ask him?

=" |t's mostly the minions who
cobble together these
rumors. They become
part of the culture.

The Cals

have always had

a bad reputation--
There are countless
horror stories,

‘ ,‘ s many unwarranted.

e gk’
&—‘1\\‘.@

All | know is the room.
It's haunted. |

mean, the house has a
lot of ghosts, butit'sa
bad one in that room.
The living and the
dead can leave ghosts,
and elementals..

What's your
slantonit,

time then.. | guess those four really
need a talk, don’t they?

Quiet,
everyone.
They're
coming.

Yeah, Mid, | think
Smoke, Cal, Fern
and Rae have /\
things towork out. -
Just a few.




Delye, what
the fuckis
goingon?
3
Oh, they™™
o~ were talking
A~
- about you. Oh, 1
< okay.
I‘'mafraidso. Novehicle atall?
v How did Smoke
; : getthem here?
o Q' \
N
He got our
location from
a messenger
necco and N How
hired a supply farare
van. I'sbeen C 0 we from
gone for days. Tower?

Nevertheless, it's what we
have to do. It'stoo late to
set out now, but first thing
in the morning, we’re off.

£ A

Think positive, Fern.

I‘m thinking HALF-COCKED
is what I'm thinking.

A

About 250 miles.
e

takeit
slow..

A AN
It'll be fun, Fern!

[

-~/

Z FERN! You're up!
Excellent timing!
s Our camping supplies

~ lustcamein. Each

[/ of us gets a canteen,

~ asleepingbag, a
poncho-~-

What? We
haveto =
WALK? /)

J

— S
FUN? I'mcrazy, Fola’sa gimp, =
and who the fuck knows what '—)
Rae’s condition is -~

All the technology in this area of the
country’s been abandoned. There's
necco mail running out of Asize, but
supply trucks just don’t go out this
way anymore, except by special g
order of the melcey colonies...

A

Maybe we can get some
help from the cheveiin
the woods. They could
carry gear.




the next morning

N =7
L

Yaid

But please putthese on,
Abelarde. Fola’s uncom-
) . fortable. @A

o
VEY &
ik

V
!

should
thoroughly
enjoy it
before
snow

flies.

Don't
remind
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Oh my. You two ]
got packed L
early!

(/

Sure youdon't, Fola.//

But | DON'T!
~\

we'll have to
break at least
one night before
we reach the

Viv, stop talking like that. You'll
provoke Fern.>

Are we all ready?

Mid and Delye will
be along in a minute.




Much walking commenced

P:)'?m@?ﬁ%& A MAAY ‘(‘ JA

Smoke?

‘smoke, [ You're falling behing. 'l probably fy |
1 N aft

y for tunch.

Lookinyour left pocket.
Everyone gotone.
¥s gonna rain soon, -

whenever you
feeluptolooking This, however, is
ike abag lady... ot standard ssue.
/ Care for asip?
E

A
Yes. Thanks.




Under normal
circumstances,

corruption

you got back
\ rominetonss

sickagain...bad dreams.
N

soveutealsuscepibi ke me.
Bunataiso
toesnt

oy mn\mu:hellﬂr‘enm
mwuymum«mm roblom.
4

1 uggestthat you permit thefrst primary nigh
e o helpyou. rskortem,
especatyrhedoesshoddy workamway.

fipeAni

Have you
been drinking
alor

something.

No. Honestly,
Ihave enough; =
addictive

behoviors
already. >
Heh. 1 héar hat. 1

Wiy arentyousi Vivs
hecls ike usual?

He's. irrated with
me."\J
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Good god! Is Wuh?

that Fola again?! N
Yes. It's all right, . >
gobacktosleep. = = A"

AAAAUGGGGGHHHHHHH!!!
. Whot was
thol’
- ,,,---1"5‘71 Canwe gobackto
Fola, wake \ 7, Sleep? V |
g W< x
Yeah, yeah, )”ﬁ/ “\";
\ everything’s ¢ 4 -
.= _Hhnn.... ynder control. ‘r N "
' Wha? What's | = / ‘ B \] !
going on? Don’t look twice, but ': ' ‘
AX

=" = g

Read it, Mid.
£

Right, right. “Mid, lam
not crazy. Am with
Smoke. Please don't

go after us--too many people

will scare him. We'll meet

you at the next melcey colony

on our route. Please wait for
us there, Fern.” \l

He's probably not
sick. Smoke wouldn’t
lethimcometo
harm like that.

.

You were screaming
inyour sleep again.

K A“‘\.

N\
These are tough orders
to swallow, though...

Fern and Smoke're O
ey (¢

Iw“:r,"' . ; q;t;note

we'll just have to trust Fern’s
word. He obviously knows
something we don't. l/

= 7%

\\

")

me;o'onv? ’ i\ 7\ %)

“' ‘r ’ /A4,

)

«A\.

V=N

We could reach
there late after-
& noon, tomorrow.
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We just need
togo-- 7

SN WHUM
\ \‘}\,w.é.f,;ﬁ'#
LN Fern,getup |

We should be close, now. e X ‘
i R VN
| recognize that curve /1

inthe stream.. ‘A ' What2’'mall right=-_;

"% "R...Rr..Raa--

ROGER! Roger, it's U 0N Wy s his
.you! Hahahaha! ’ N ™ tail like a
v (WP

7"

30y g N iﬂe 's scared
pial e witless, Fern.
i Do youremember me? | was the corn ' § ) ""K He can’t defend
| snake that you picked up on the waste? N himself. <
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remember me?

| brought =
food. Here, ¢
take my coat--

Oh, BRILLIANT N ‘\
' oy \ﬁ “\

How the fuck could this happen?
Who would manufacture traps,
much less SET them?!

No...don’t 7
wanna drink.
Nauseous--

. Don’t move, this will come off

i i;o jiffy. Is it poison?

No...just...makes...
% sleep. Gotta
sleep it off.

N

We need food in
him FAST. If he
goes to sleep with
thatdope in him--

...think...I'm
gonna lie down

now.. /.

Stay awake, Ra-Ralph.
| have to make a sling,
my undershirt’s pretty
clean--Smoke,look in

the bag, there’s a bottle of
juice, try to get himto
AN drink--

l..could go for
some fresh..
spring chicken,
though

"’*‘\’/’-&

Wh--BOTH OF YOU
SHUT THE FUCK UP!

JUICE! &

—_—Tn
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I'm back. Did he eatanything? S0 you broke it up for him? Why?
. ~N 7S Vomit would have
Oncehetasted , NN beenthe derfect

~ thebreadhe |
| o L triedtocram  wea
the entire loaf - <
\;In his mouth.

|| waytoclose the

It’s not tog“‘,

€

Ji
.
\‘ J

A s VAN
SO TS A Y -
Well, we are. Toobad. Timetogetup. = . \v.»;\r{_
N 3 ’ N \
You got him on his knees, but I think \, “) 2
he’sosl;ep now. R

a little bit longer.

Héhcsalotoﬂools.l
~N\

He needs them to
survive out here

with a human physique.
The melceys gave him

Vi | \ ) @' / é’; , VJ ) \/ those as pay.

\
j

Er...No, that'sa llqht\ol_e.- -
The main entrance is over -
here somewhere--ah. Good.
There’s his bed. Set him down.
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Did he find his name?

Yes, it’s Fern.

Hmm. -
That fits.

-

Allright. 'mup. /&
Let’sgo. =\ /
-

Go where?
You're leaving
already? |-

You'recoming

Are they all preternaturally attractive

androgynes like y%

1Y

...Uh. Yeah,
| guess so?

Szt

Shmﬂg"l wake him?

./ Letting him wake
naturally is best,

Good morning.

Soum, you're
not scared of me,
right? -

I never got to
' petamelcey

You can't just order me
around like that-- &

You preferbeing
starved out by
the dragons? v

8 < lknow

I who your
R people
/TN are. lcan
take you

Areyou to them.

one of them,
after all?

Sheesh, then | DEFINITELY can’t
go! I'd be so out of place!

K _v

-
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Well, sure lam. But | also
haven't left this forestfor a
/- hundred years.

Look...Come with me,

you'll have a good meal

5 and some medical attention.
withme f you're g If you don’t like what you

not curious to 4 :
know why you've find, you're free kg.

» ‘ _ Yﬂowfar?
la'é-—:‘.': N y

Here’s a sketch.
The gray line is my
course. | already
did the longer
half...it wasn’t

a bad walk,

and the trek

to the next
melcey colony is
even less. We'll take it
slow.

—
| reason tocome ')

Melceys?

L

Meanwhile.... |

Seein this? &
Not likely.

.
4 R - : <
2 5 - .
— ’ e\
- F 4 ./‘ \ . ~‘ ‘ '—\-
N
ir/ ’ ) E -
¢~ |
vz U/ o (2

I hope nothing’s | . I'mnot angry. | just...can’t believe
happened. that even all the way out here,

. | broughtyou ‘ : / A after all this time, after everything
soup. : : that's happened--you're still

Y g onabout him.
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and try to destroy the world again?
N
,fn(

you haven't seen him for a CENTURY,
you've still got something to chew on.

The wiwen’s going todoiit.

Butit would be uncomfortable to lie
around waiting for it to happen. We're
alive, it’s in our nature to struggle to the
bitter end. I'm not being pessimistic for
no reason. | heard things while | was
up there. They could be false..A lot of
itwas false. | don’t know anything for

' certain. I'mjusttired.

\
N

il f&/

You've never really talked about what it was like. A

54
i,

e
I'm notimaginative enough. | can’t describe it.
~
Not even for Lem?

He didn’t ask.
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\a\}

Look! Fags! T
Does that mean we're close?

Let me think. Do Smoke, run ahead and tell everyone
I needto look? about thatuh...thing... I told you
No, I don't. about. Send Mid out first, he'll know
Yes, we're close. vV

Hithere. My
name’s Mid.
v

I'mreally

notsure 1
about this...
Itlooks like
you got badly
hurtthere.
Comeinand
have some-
thing to eat,
and I'll see
whatlcando
aboutit, okay?

Remember, you can't just
fnll ull overhlm Mid.
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mm;’:-‘,w y  Mmm. Amino acids. / ZI’VIV “\-\\ N Heh. Idon’t
AN K (il '\\\\‘ _ thinkyou
(S 7 ﬂw} & \ w)\)’ need to worry
748 ) & - P\ I/ aboutthat. Did
VA A ( ({ the dragons cut
N a i your hair?
7/ A
Y
The dragons ripped Uh..No. That was me.
your ear, did they knock Keeps down the
those teeth out, too? e
\ DL IV LSV TR Ah. You won't have
’9 young for a doctor?

= \Qﬂshhh*r: listening.

He's not happy, but I think it’s going

Fernthoughtit'd be
bestifwe made \
yyou comfortable first, to
reduce the traumaas
much as possible. I'm sorry. Raenerial.

%% Ahah ah, you have
LT .(vﬁ tositalittle longer.
Cal...we don’t \ /
know where
heis? OrLem? ~

No, but I’'m sure we'll Yeah. | might

find them. We've uke, though. —
had good luck so sﬂm:e's Mor--

He's outside. | think he’s
expectingyou.

But you have to sitdown
and let me fix you before
you'refreetogo.
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It's late, it's
cold, and you
men are tired
and sick.

¥ ~= Ifyouthink that everything’s
X,’m‘;’ yi’ = b forgiven justbecause of
- &\ this, forgetit.
\ Youdidn't
have to help

mealone.

And who are you? His " Also, bout
bodyguard? Fuck off. v me, for

4 AN upm"ywmmcmh %youm,
A Smoke protects me,
e ine, <N

bt il
. Toansweryour > || |
We figure it's like this, Rae. If 1 let question--ldid XM
Serok i et
.

needsto s y d, P

youimagined | would hate you, lhnﬂ'd wantto Nowlfyw’llamm
e, I'm going to bed.
)z Comeon,Smokc

7
3 A l i? ﬁ,\
/a ¢ puﬂino upwith
JMJ g 'your shitanymore.
Allthese years, Ididn’tknwyoumncxlshd yet ez wmiler 1
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Here, Fola. It's
mostly cranberry
juice, you'll
barely v
tasteit.

Thanks.
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1/ - I can’ttalk to Fern
~ 9 W3 about anything
W, - SERIOUS. He's
Y scary! He sits
Z there and GLARES
J‘ atyou like he wants
ym:;heud to fall off.

everything. He
glares at nillits.
~

4",’.?5\“;& Rae, Fernglares at
St W ] I
SshhhhtLower: Al ‘\‘\,/ \
your voice! You'll
wake someone.
How about Smoke?
d
I ot / He’s always there,
staring with those creepy,

l ead, pale blue eyes--

cRue, Smokedoes

=

Al L nothave “dead eyes,””' e ] i
il WWVN he'sreserved and =
:" youdon’tknow

how toread him.

What I think you're
really trying to say is,
you’ve wronged both
ofthemand you're
frightened thatthey
will retaliate if you
try to make amends.
You're feeling guilty.

Why can’t we just
leave itat“They’re
creepy?”’

son, your tongue
rhands are the size

So what?

...Look. Deep, deep down inside,
Fern is a reasonable man. He even
said he liked you. Youcan
talkto him.

That's the point. He
won'tlike what | have
tosay.Atall.




© 2005 Mlanda arborwin.com 20051208 page 513

The next morning and the funny thing s,
even after all these years, they

I know Cal doesn’t.

For some{lingas v Funa was just sayin
little as fijidingthe, Lemdoes it, too. We slhouldzlv:
remote, he'll GRAB iy

my arm and physically g

Raegrantsusalive l Rae, we're
tration! .
o m\ leavingina

know. A
9~ seance. or

Yeah, well. I'm the primary here, and
Iwantto talk to Fern.
Ja

A
Or uh. | could justtalk to him as we're
walking. If that’s all right.

Rae, I said I liked you Butthat means you also often
because in many piss me off like your brother does.
ways, | recognize

thatI've known

you through

(/AN Al
jand you share vi‘ Can you stifle your crippling social
/)i awkwardness until a time when we
don’t have an audience?

And when I say “talk,” | mean “screamat
the top of our lungs.” You give me agita, and
if’'m not allowed to getangry, I'll never
getaword out.

No.We ne4ed to
talk now.

Right. That's
mutual.
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Think we're A
far enough I'mtrying to do the
gentlemanly thing
here--
£
OH, a GENTLEMAN.
Be still, my heart!
Noone'sever |
triedtobea =
gentleman for
| me before!
Itdoesn’t matter, you il ¢
know. Everyone knows
everything eventually.

Nothaving your hand in my brains? WOW! You hear that? Silence!
‘Cause I'm enjoyingiit It's like a fucking MIRACLE!
P N\

Andwe
wouldn’twant

Now listen carefully.

I’'m not gonna say this more

than once. I’'m assuming you
know as well as | that Cal tends
< touse his abilities as an actor
to coast through situations

he can’treally handle by being
himself.

X Whenlwas apartofhim, it
was natural for him to call upon
me as aresource for his acting,
when necessary, like he

used any other information

he had stored in his head.




© 2005 Mlanda arborwin.com 20051210 page 515

1 also don’t need to tell you how physically shy he was.
Make no mistake--he wa be with you, more than
anything. You never

Vs

He wanted you,
you wanted him, a
inthe beginning,
he saw nothing
wrong in putting
his best foot

- v

o Iwould have liked to talk

to you too, you know. |

was as lonely as Cal was.

" But he’d been told | was

Rae, why are we talking dangerous, and | was
aboutthe old days? ’ too stupid and childish
None of this * 7 S to ever demonstrate
matters now. NN otherwise, so he keptme
locked up except for..l had fun

being withyou, itwas

k the only opportunity |

got to do anything real
and youwere ..

~ italways bothered
me because you didn’t
know, and Cal never
asked my consent.

NS
- So, Fam not supposed
1o take thisas apractical joke>
B oke tisgs apractical

A\

You hate sloppy kissing.
Your favorite position
s a long, slow fuck
onyour side, but
what you really

\love todoisgive
head, and what's
more, you're obscenely
good atit--
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Uh. You're not going to cry or puke
or something, are you? You went
white really sudden.

Why are you telling
me this?

Because it's the reason he went loopy.
I don'tknow where he learned it --
fromyou, from all those books he
read -- butCal realized itwas

wrong. He felt quilty for using me

and he felt guilty for lying to you,
buthe didn'tknow whatto do

next, and he just... cracked up.

That's when everything started The very lasttime we "‘hd heha
going downhill. He stopped leave the room and throw up--
letting me out, | had to throwa
tantrumto getany freedom.
Do youremember this? _

He let you think it was your
fault, because he couldn't
tellyouthetruth. —

-

He kept TRYING, so

I finally told him I didn"t
want to anymore, and he 7 - -
was relieved. RELIEVED! ffi Don'tcry, | don't

P brain is spontaneously
know whattodo--]| combusting and I'm

‘Whatwas | supposed to putting itout!

think?!
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So you're telling me that the few

instances | thought we were Not fake. Just...with me.

actually happy were fake.
v

_—— Itmakestoo much sense.

He knew I'd hurt you no matter what, so he
started driving you away, letting me mock
you and so forth. We didn’t expect you

to stay in love with him, though, and

when you killed Mid, he felt guiltier

than ever. | forced himto

punish you and recreate Mid.

-\ Hewassobadat

courting Mid himself,

I finally relied on dreams.

Youweren’tavery good actor.

No. I could tell
you knew it

I thought he’d made
wasn’t him.

a personality to
drive me away.

Ve

What else? How about when
he dissected me?

/ That, uh, was Cal’s scientific curiosity--and |
sorta told him you wouldn’t mind.

How about the trunk, Rae? He was too exhausted.
He hid me inthere when you Thatwas my greatest attempt to take
tried to escape. Why didn’t control and it wrung himdry.

he come back for me? He was already very weak

/ and after getting you into the

trunk...I can’tbelieve | didn’t

I would have preferredyou  think ofthat...He wentdormant

b torturing me, really. ~) foralongtime.

That's why you're claustrophobic  ——
now, isn’tit? Cal was in torment, Fern,
you need to understand--

Il “understand” when | have the facts. |
‘Whatabout the shovel.

...What shovel?
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Vivisected, bludgeoned witha

jardening tool, shaved, cursed| Eddon'tfucking
and locked in atrunk.)
d

And you're apologizing for
givingme a good time in

\
He brained The shovel was more towards

mewitha 4 : the beginning--

Youhad no
knowledge
of this?

4 e 2
Wh..when did this
happen?

‘Why not? He forgave you and Lem
~for cracking open his rib cage. At
least he didn’t eat part of me.

You know about that? —

I'had adream aboutit. It wasn’t
hard to put the pieces together,
Rae. Lem wouldn’thave

done thatalone.

What's taking
them so long?

‘We're burning daylight
here. Let'sgetgoing. \

Hold on, here
& hey com
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==

Our host melcey ¢ Rae. Is every-
volunteered thing okay?

to provide /
us with a quide,
and even
contacteda
cheveito

carry our

food supply.
N g

W2\

We're going to run out
They’re alongas of food 9‘;;""“‘/'
Nice to meet far as the river.
you, Porcellna, / Then we’re on
Grah

ourown.

Well, mortals t first. Speaking
of which, do you know why Abe
is still with us?
Ifyouask me...| !hlnk

he fancies the girl.

let's get moving!

me in the back

$0 we can continue

our completely normal,
sane conversation?

Rae, I really don'tfeel

like itanymore, and

1 think you're upsetting Mid.
v

He" s:oncerned /

notupset.

Whatever. Why doyou have
to spill all of this just this minute?
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My motive is entirely
selfish,l assure you. Calis
the world's leading —
quilt manufacturer. | Lucky you.
I was crammed into his
skull for five millennia vying
for space with this huge, | Also, now that I've
throbbing mass of told you, you're
emotional baggage. readyto havea
~ = A\. ice long discussion
Now that I'm out, I'm not going to spend one > with Cal.
more second feeling obligated, guilty or
ashamed for anything ifthere'saway |
cantossitoff. 'mafreeman! | J

You're supposed ¥
to get back with Cal
and make him happy!

Okay, Rae, lunderstand how you're a primary
and therefore necessarily retarded, but this
takes the fucking cake.

Did you somehow miss how Cal treated

me with utter DISDAIN even after

you two were separated?

He’s made it perfectly
~clearthatI'mincapable
of making him happy.
Itold you, that was an ACT to push you —
away, to keep you safe!

Rae, you're telling me he’s a liar and to have confidence
in him in the same stroke. It doesn’t work that way.
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It would work just
FINE if you weren't
such a picky bitch!

GOD, why does

he even like you?!

You actas though

- I'd WANT to make this

i up | was in his head,what more
g evidence do you want?!

You didn'tknow he smashed my
skull to smithereens. Obviously
he could be hiding other things

fromyou.
N

He TRIED {; hide

this from me, but it
was too pervasive.
‘He's crazy about you!

4

€ “Crazy”isthe key term here.

—L e~y

Fern, why d'you think I'm so envious?
He loves me, fine, butallhewants
is to see me happy, with anyone. ‘

But YOU. He YEARNS for you.

When | cut your hair for killing Mid, |
Itosseditinthe garbage--hewent /7
and picked out every last strand .
and stashed away your pretty

locks in a hope box like an old maid.

I's mouldering in his SHRINE

to you to this very day.

<~ sowhat?He likes my hair
because it’s bright and because 4
itresemblesyours. ~\ {

What have you
got, shit-tinted
glasses?! I'm
telling you FACTS,
you can'tchange
them! AN

| don’t need it, Rae. Neither does he.
| do my job and | take care of my minion. That’s
all | can ever hope to accomplish now.

But you ALWAYS got back togethe/r/
before! l once caught you in your
underwear and called you a matchstick.
You two turned it into an affectionate
petname. You're just going to give that
kind of durability up?

Are you listening to yourself?
Thisis so perverseit’s
disturbing--you've been
idolizing what you've

tried to destroy all this time?

You know what | call that “durability”?

Sickness. We're sick, Rae. It wasn't

forgiveness or tolerance or love. It's not sweet,
it's not romantic. We're sick, deprived and
twisted. | think Cal figured that outa long time ago
and tried to put a stop to it. It's about time | caught up.
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Don’t tell me about “sick.” The morning Rae, | think that’s enough. You're
we left for the trial, he offered me his acting like a baby. \l

flesh. —_
You've He won't listen, but I'm

never » the baby?!

done any- T

thing sick

inreturn,

okay?

That’s

why it's : 1\ U7 § S

important-- & S¥SEL G0 N | = 4 Youcan'tjust
A7 4 : = tell two people

: : —_— = togetalong,
I'mnotgoing to cure y ; and you're

sacrificial lamb issue with )
. holding up
your brother, Rae. 4 Gveryone.

- . Good. Now we can
Ididn’ttellhimthat! ___ § ) [ et somewhere.

I'm being completely & & ==
reasonable! s 1\

/4

and sweet--
whatdo you

| just think he should
tc:/l/k to Cal. That's all.

You've probably known
since the curse

_— It's a grand world.
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.. Are you joking, Delye? Snowfall
0 out here is completely
Zmh., “ unpredictable.

e
Huff...the snow’s

just getting worse.
Shouldn’t we have

\ji
i )\
snowshoes or V|
skis or something? @ _, :
t=35%7 You want them now, but the rest of the time

it'd be CONSTANT whining, “Fuuuuna,

| ] whyyy do we have to carrrryyy theeeese?

! &
Why didn’t you They’re sooo000000 heaaavvyyyy!!

[/ order snowshoes?

Itisn't showing any signs of
stopping soon. Maybe we
should bunk for the night, see
what we can break for a trail
inthe morning.
y
Quiet. Does anyone
smellthat?

Smell what?
[/

Something large,
alive, and
afflicted with BO.

That'd be YOU, Rae.

P
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Hello? Viv? Fern? Somebody?
It's whiting out.

Whereis

everyone?
Whyisitso
quiet? ~|

F " ;.'n. ‘v“-.

., 0

: : S

runch 0" Y |,
. 38 .

- ..c
A

. It's a cargin, atooth

~ ~ dragon. They're
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Now we’re in luck! The cargin migrate along

the river this time of year on their

route to their southeastern feeding grounds.

If we ride with them we’ll make itinnotime atall.

If they’re gentle, what are
those teeth for?
v Fernsure
Theyuse themtorake has an affinity

up grass and leaves, for tall, ugly
and to dig up roots. things.

Like Col" :
a7

: NO'LikeKezper 55
P [ A eV

=% Oh. Kezper.

Vo e

There are enough for us to
ride two by two, and

AP
R

¥,

»
/
(Y

SRR
Graham can use the ; ,;_x;,-‘io‘»:

trail thsy break.

Rope,
rope,

Fern, you must be joking. Not
all of us are used to riding and
if one of us fell, we'd break
alegorworse-- =\

or do you wanna H
lollygag out here =
for months, Viv? ©

A

Cargin aren't easy to ride but we’d he _
damn fools to let this chance go. x
| take personal responsnbllltx

I‘ll be able to feel
my legs again later,
right?

<Yeah, maybe.
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aretired, butit'd be
better if you
held ontighter.

Don’t wantto fall
asleep up here.
we'll camp soon

anyway.

A
| get the feeling you're nervous, and

not about the dragon.

A
No, no. It’s all right. | know Cal’s shown
you a lot. | don’t need to know specifics.
| didn’t consider it at all fair for Cal
to have dumped all of this baggage on you.

And at one time since this __
debaucle began, lcould —
have wrung his neck.

But that’s

no help atall.

R-right.
"

And | think I've figured out the one way this does make sense.

Somehow, that information is something you need to get out of this intact.
So | want you to look out for yourself, right?

Don’t worry about us, don’t worry about

saving the world. That’s not what anyone

wants you to do, it’s just not feasible. That sounds a bit...

Look after yourself. Don’t stick um...callous.

your neck out for anyone. //

=<\ N\ Maybe. But the rest is luck, and you
can’t be lucky if you’re dead.
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We need a couple more tarps up here, Viv. T—_ that night
Then we should have enough cover.

Are you sure they don't

mind being tents? What if they

wake up firstin the morning? — ,m
Quit your bellyaching! \/' ;\
| talked to them. Where's
Fola, by the way?

He went for a walk, his
leg was hurting. 2

"4 realize that the That's what an assertive
biggest..” No, “Please LA person like Fern would say.
the largest? . beassertive.” Have to be more like Fern.

' “Hurdle for . R o X Grr.Rr.

-

youwillbe == U -

&
- . - AN
¥ Y\

“'it wait 7 =1 X~Thisiswhat

4B

for however I want, and
long you need, .| there'snothing
Fola, but--" - Lemcando

about it.

-

¢
s 4

Z > Well, | hadn't planned
Py “L‘i A% T  ondoingthat, butit
\ el \ seemed the most natural
\ . thingtodo atthetime.

\ 7. |’

's
Heh. Then humor

me a little.

Don’t get up.

You know, Cal’s
always pitied you,
knowing how you're
basically stillan
asexual, stunted,
illiterate 7 year

old street rat

deep down inside / It's of no importance,
even afterall please just--give

Say we drive adeal. !
these years-- Though you might be a worm, B ba{

you're the only one who knows

what the lions are like. It’s looking to me
N Butto g like | might see ‘em soon, and I'd rather
T TR R G RV AU not go in blind, so to speak.

And what's this?
A marriage proposal




yos! They're nothing
tosee, s the same all over -

Justlooking, Dot
be suchaprude.

Th-they did it with wire--

No, the second
part. What exactly >
doyoumean by
e that?
Th-they're monsters,

The firsttime | saw you!

'you were probably
oneofthem originally,
butthey sentyou down
for some reason:
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7
Youbeter notbe making this
uplustioget meoffyourback..

B Dortimindyour miten,
iy ccp. )
Onyourieet, ™ 2 wellfind tlater. You're
o

sty love Hostmylove.

| bitoftrightnow.
Lets getback




APt Uoesaresticty on-corporeotnites

N\
wmotso justsoyoucon

Vouves 5‘""'“ mordlvmmmvdyourm e
the lions-

‘molested your colleague.

Youcall THAT _
acollcague-' Yes,1do. Youcan't
. doth

yourindulgences.
atoters expene.

Youjust thought you'd get

didn'think anyone would
botherto protect

he doesn't
stand up
for himself--

You're deliberately missing
the pointagain. Stop

\

—
Now come on, dinner’s
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Potatoes andsalt,
saltand potatoes. ——

o g
/ﬁ
= I@ﬂ%@

Ifwe get pastthis scrape,
ncedto remove

Fimstartingtothink it was pretty.
N

Yeah Youre \
rioht. As always.



Ten minute break, everyone.
v

okatit, Abe.
s ke we haver't

edatall.

I¥'s cold...i's gray...and

itsgoingtolastus...the e, coveryour

restof our lives. ears, they'liget

< frost-bitten.

A\
Mmm.

D "

N
Doesanyone else hear that rushing noise?
‘Yeah...soundslike water.

We can'tbeatthe river, can we?
I can'tsee anything.




I camttellwhere the snow ends andthe. .
nch
crunch

Well,don'tjust wander aimiessly.
h, great. Where's Rac?

N




foes he have to ight Rachasa
wander away like this2t Il swan. 1 wonder
e Whaliconave,
Mid horohe
the riveris 7__
overthere!
Maywas 3
£ roppedin
thelcellsshe
hurt

 doyousay >
that? She looks
m

Somethir
coutdhave —3 don'tunink
come alon sy would
andeatenher. | §&=

F) ailfor ht,

~
Mayarier.
Wow. 7

J T —
Tiiesanene e Toomunbar. 2

baggage!




©2006 Mlanda arborwin.com 20050319 page 535

m I know. Butyou
{screvedio] wortdotagain.

I¥salwaysbeen
our responsibility

secondaries.

)

&
.
-
=

il

The area around Tower, May. How
arewe goingto protect them from
that? ©

The eneray leftover from my
battle with Sutiyenneris tainting
the place. Raw chaos ener
We'dneedyearsto rebal

the entire area, andwe're too weak
rightnow o evenstart,

7
Yes. Butwe'lltake care
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We had reached the river. The cargin left us, heading southeast
along their migratory route. Graham and Porcelina also returned
to their homes, wishing us luck.

We headed northeast, following the river. For the next
four or five weeks, we marche

Litde foad, poor seep and increasing eshaustion started
to catch up with us. The weakness the elemental
{0l bofora grow expanentify 3 we headed up the fver,

The secondaries all started behaving strangely. Dull lstless,
lethargic. Even Viv, who was usually so energetic. It was pretty
apparent why most of them fled this area a hundred years
previously

When we camped at night, they just flopped down on the ground
and didn't move again until morning.

The temperature started to rise. The cold, fluffy snow turned
into cold, clinging, seeping slush that soaked us to the knees.

One morning | woke up and Abelarde was gone.
He hadn't said a word, hadn't witten a note.

1 don't know. He hadn't seemed like
a person who'd do something like that.

Fern had more and more trouble
starting even just a lttle fire. Everything
was t00 damp to burn. At night, we huddled
together like penguins. @




Hilwipe your nose.
N

Wi whot2verytings 4
soaked anyway - - 3
Calyet?

No, Fern.”

Then 'm going back (o leep.—
TN

Why arethe secondaries
sosick? None ofus
feels well,butthey're.
So..lethargic. Iesthetime
slowing
down.

Think about . They control physical energies.
that take time 1o gatherin one place.

Itdepresses
Whenthey use . themfeelil
concentrated bursts - © Theyrelytoo
of their magic, they're uch on tim
alsousing abit of inmy opinion.

¢ time magic o build \ ey'll adjust
itup Wihout tht it et adiost

of time travel, their magic
J ichics o o paniuly sowrate




so. , ocombi
L et oiherelememes
=" @ He seemed ey, 5 encouraged him t0 tak
No.Thathappens al heime, nocessar
The cementeara constanty ompining with
cachoter,soimircatlyand iohly
hey'roncaryimpossilo oseporete. .
Even‘h biastsof-pure”energy scd
ot coresof oy cwnererey
orrowsditomomersaments 59
Termandmovament.
Voucaexaclyaimchaos now i you?

V4 e
Butthere’s necessity and then there's over reliance,

thanks!
Ithought you could
control dreams?

Bah, that's an accessory role. Someone else could dolit.

But my prime energy, 'm stuck with. Despite of which,
V'mas fucked as any of the others once we reacl

‘You're notsafe from your own magic?
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Fern, getback here.
Youl gat stuckinthe mud.

S
This s the point where

the Tower tributary empties

into the river. Junk from the city
‘washes up and sticks on the banks.

v
Oh. You'reright.
Iremember now.

Calwouldnever
pass up his place.
Getthe others.
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Are you sure abou this, Fern?We  eliove me, he's here. Ifwe workin
could waste

around his et

Pardon me. Are
youfolks lost?

N
ortors? He'd ke that. Cotlanerial,



Though I certainly|
‘wishitwere under
better circumstances.

Fortunately, my house st
far from here.

A
Butfirst, where's Fern?
Youfound him, didn‘tyou?
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Areyou
wearing

R

Something's wrong.

What happened?

Something’s wrong.
|

Hmm, we can discuss
things later! Yes, atent.

AN

M
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Diryoldman.

Come along, everyone.
P
from here N
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You're living inside Kezper's thought
You're inhabitingmy friend's.
\dyou expectme not o get

They wend rside
already. Becat
they're cold,

Youstilldon'tgetiti Atalt!
Tellme, doyouever even
TRYto!

dn't scrounge enough fresh wa
ol areattub evenfwantedto.
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This should amuse you. Since | wasa
[\ funny old homeless man, I thoughi that
) itwas only appropriate that I have
large, tumultuous beard. Afte that,
tjustgrewin.

4
That didn'tstrike you as
strange atall? e

Only you, Cal. Itisn'ttoo hard
formeto guess howyougot
yourhumanform, now. .

ber that day specifically!
Fdbeenliving as a crow for
some years. Id builta reall
lovely nestinatree. I'm

afraid it has blown down sin

Butanyway,

some glass pebbles
polishedtoafrost /
bythe sand.

Absolutely noreason to
believe you're anything more
thananordinary mortal,and (/& Iwould accede
youstill do whatever the hell i tothat. ~
youwant. Inspiring. ‘ i
Asforyourbeard, | just Hitrimitforyou.
don'ttrustyouto take
it Oh!Allright. The
ifyoudid, | wouldr ) scissorsareinthat
trustyou with the. . box. X
necessary sharp
objects. S, T



©2006 Mianda arborwin.com 20060604 page 546
Later. h

h. Huh. Fm probably
pid from exhaustion.

There's one lof
lef it should ey

cramped. Low ceiling. Think so. Hey. About earlier.
wl|lywubeall ight? Iapologize for geting
ju

hoda—= . M
2 ‘me ]
robably be tickiod pink to
he could be of some use,
13

‘What did you think' (
i thing wos?i g o)
ad to noticathe.

inthe walls, right?
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Oh. Yeah, |
s'pose you're

right. Sorry.
Sleep would

= ﬁ/,

Go to sleep. o gMP
/‘ ‘/
‘A fJ. 2\

Twenty, thirty...
N andthat'sitfor
my shoe string budget.

”

'y
A
Y ‘

Fern, you're too tired
to realize you no longer

have to converse. It's
time for quiet.

the next morning

How much Next to nothing. We
will that ate everything |
buy us? N had last night,
' and this won't
buy us another meal.

Butlsentanecco

to Asize before you got up.
Hopefully, my old accounts
are still open.
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Thereisn'tevenany
coffee. | don't hear
anyone else up. Why

do | have to be awake? ¢

TR
K[

So if everything goes according
to plan, we're staying here
for awhile?

Youalways
regretsleeping
the d7 R y A ¥ /) \
1| , About a fortnight.
we'llrestand

getready for °
the lastleg. 57 ) —=>

Hey...Did you

’ 5 @ feel that, just now?
- A
4 / Y
- A

Th...Thisisit! The

original growth box! Y |
Ispent thatentire _~ Y@a
nightkneedeepin 7 \" "
viscera looking for it-~- o) ,a\) 5 =
- I think he’s been using it
as a bookstand. %ﬁ
N —

_ ps e —
If we ever revived Kezper, Cal must know it’s here.
we'd need this drive...It He'll wantto destroy it, like
has the most current he did back then. | can’t
and complete body of steal it, either--he’d wring
his memories. myneck-- \/

V
Why not ask him -

to give itto you?
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This is a digging stick. Because we
ate everything, you have to dig up
some roots if you want to eat tonight.
Poke around in the dirt with it.

Cal just handed

itto me with

up a lot, Rae. You know
all about these survival

——forfood, butasfor £° ._
social interaction, there's

Smoke, could you give
Fernand | some time
alone? /

| need to talk with him about a certain
importantissue.

| wish you’d stop talking like that.
Are you mad at me or something?

No! Why do you say
that?

You're justso
P , insecure and

.‘/’If‘ / 4
/ I"/{' ot

“\\‘l. 1/
|

A

) TN | “"I‘ \ ',' ’ 75
YA i’o;\&\-\\. G2 N

Where is your
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All right. Is this about work,
orisitinterpersonal? \

I've had enough _,
of this with Rae.

Don'twalk away! emee——
You haven'teven

heard my bribg

attempt yet.

Bribe attempt? 7 '
For what?

There's too much
totalk about, you X\
mean. But we need
to start somewhere.

| D |\ .
| promised | would.

You don’t :;ake
promises, Cal. You

can'tkeep them.
v

Smoke doesn't
want us back
together.

He wants what's
right. I's not
the same thing.

f e

¥ Look, Cal. We getalong really well
when we don’ttalk about our. Thing.
2. | hate talking about myselfand
you hate talking about yourself.

N There's nouse init, so let’s just...not.

What you just said.

= | know you don'twant
to talk aboutit, so I'm
offering somethingin
exchange.

a 7
[
by

7Y

y —— - The nextof many
- offers | can’trefuse,
most likely. But why?
ere'’s nothing
to talk about.

y,

\

SO\
NN s~ Th
DN

,1‘.

Are you so low you promised Smoke
we'd getback together? Is that it? "

course ~
not!

Can'tyoujusttake a
compliment and shut

I guess I'll just
PRETEND to

be happy then,if
being HONEST
bruises your
DELICATELITTLE =
FEELINGS that
badly, even

though you're
always whinging
abouthowwe | b
should telleach }
other the truth!

\

e {!'_J‘ )
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AN

You know what’s
right? Thatalone
isheroic -é

All right, all right.
| shouldn’t have

underestimated your fy agree to thisdeal, |
ability to drive fine- | l'llnotonlyglveyouthat
print familial —— | drive, I'll revive Kezper
bargains. ; ‘ if and when we get out
of this mess. | want

What's the/ y - e him properlvand

This must be a rough
exchange if that's what you're
willing to offer, Cal. Is this
bribery or blackmail?

That didn’t last long.
Idon't know, Fern,

consideritwhatyou @ I's not rocket 4
science, Fern. {
e

If don't lik
All this smiling Y

it, say no. You'lls
: is starting to

prise Kezper out‘
of me some other
way, I'm sure. @

Allright. | agree.
Ask your question.

Vv

A

If you had the chance to
become my secondary all
over again, would you consent?
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What's © &
the polnt--

’fsﬂckyourhandhameatqﬂnder The
answer is obvious.

| But.... V | ‘But?, |

I'd want to consent, and | know Yes. Youwouldneedto

=~
I should, but I don'tknow if | can. trus’ me utterly. And you
4 don’ttrustme, doyou. 7

| don't think | have
itin me to consent
=~ completely,
and that’s what
itrequires, right?

- Iwush | did.
. Butldon't.

Now that we've established that you

There you have it. The only reason don'ttrust me, let’s go somewhere
Smoke has ever been angry we can be alo;'be p

with me.
e Whatdo you 2

| thought it was mean? \l
. because of how |
‘destroyed our
relationship, but...

‘whatgoes on
between two
peopleis their
/A

WGy to bridqe a
own business, “konversaﬂon, Cal.
and Smoke %

understands thot. ) A It’s not like that! | just

e \ don’twantto be interrupted. >4
S Ittook awhiletowork u wvu
own business?: > v ﬂ

y my nerve, you know. ’(F! |
. ’ 4 Oh, I know.

1 | know.

This is about your well-being, not us.
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\ Cal...Isthisa
Thisis the rear shed.
Where’d | leave that ——— primitive smn

bucket...
5 Of course not It'sa /
/ > well-improvised \

still. It’s the only
’_ ' Please cash cow these
~" havea days sadly ‘l \

i'l.‘ 3‘*)& e \

Now to business. I’'m going to tell When you died, like every other

know. It’s important that you sun. | managed to catch youaftera

don'tinterrupt me, because \/ lot of fumbling, but then, we wasted
I'm positive there precious time discussing who should
are facts you need take youon.
to be reminded / This was the first mistake. Being
of in no uncertain , y in the sun for so long made
termes. % ST you very, very ill. The
' total time couldn’t have
comprised more than
5-6 hours, buthalfan
hour is too much.

Any time spent in the sun erodes the grip you have on your own conscious.
Then we made another mistake. | did not ask your consent. You

were incapable of informed choices because we’d destroyed your ability to
think, so | forced you into my branch, forced you to yield.

I‘'mtelling you this because |
know you like to think these
things were your fault.

Because we had tortu red Sl ‘
and frightened you, youg AR This isn’t true, but I think
weren’t exactly running
into my arms. | managed
to drag you out of the sun,
butonly partway.

| know why you imagine it
to be.

It's better to feel stupid, ashamed

or quilty than to know you have no control, isn't it?

| suppose that’s also why you’re an alcoholic.

When you can’t remember what happened yesterday,
it’s better to think it’s because of that bottle you

bought and raised to your lips - not because you’ve been
irrepairably damaged, forever, by other people,

and there’s nothing you can do about it.
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A Where are you
yrl ‘ going?

. 4, [ Nowhere.
A/ My leg’s asleep.
I’'m straighteningiit,

if you don’t mind.

| don't...wantto say
these things--

'Because your connection tome is so
. weak, we constantly have to concen-
trate to maintainit. It's a perpetual g
strain on our energy. Yours and mine.

Cal, don't...get upset.

We're just talking.

Justtalking.
//

e put up with it for a long time. We
liked each other so much, itdidn’t
seem all that inconvenient to think of
each otheralways. ©

Fernl--When--
When Smoke removed T Liad L know what happened Wﬂh '

you from that trunk. ‘f that

b e = S

When you were in the
trunk, though, you
were cut off from the

It was worse than when

you were aligned,
wasn’t it? You lost all of
sun. You forgot A your memories.
about bracing | ! All of them.
yourself. A You probably didn't
But Smo}(e NP ' . know rudimentary
openedit, and things like...how
letinallthe toread. Howto
noise of the getdressed.

Smoke took you to Viv's to work on restoring your memory.
You know better than | how hard it was for him.

Even before you were completely recovered, e
he'd started work on his project to repair your alignment.
linferred what happened from his research. He gave me
the abstract, without a word. His work is...stellar, to say the
least.

This problem needs to be fixed, Fern. Your cancer, your
memory problems--it's all because of your alignment.
Ifwe fixed it, you could leave home if you wanted, for good.
You'd have your independence, your strength, your life back.
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- —

You want
me to move
out?

o’ \—’_’

A 2K
- ¢

-

Everything else

aside, this will be

incredibly painful.
N\

It will. But briefly.

§ I'lldoit correctly.
Smoke thinks

the convalescence
should take two

or three months.

Whatyou
promised me,.
| I'd possess-

You're so used to being sad, you ‘

don’tknow when tosto

more power over me. But g
| need the truth, and that'swhat
I'm willing to exchange. @i

to move out.’
S A
INE v
f/ Sy

Out of everything
| said, you picked
. out that? V

Itseemed to
j st_l_ckout, yeoh#

4 g \ /é ="
Of course | don’t -
want you to move out.®
. lwant you fo be able
"0 Allright, then. 1 2§
Moybe youcould
R try being more
s succinet. & =

ir
/4 ‘9 : - O\ 7
e N N7 No. I thought
I stated my terms you may have
CAGLGRITLG LGN M changed your
Did you E)rg_gtg

Oh. Please, let’s not think on it
anymore just now.
N

Yeah. | could \
use some time 2 |
to mullitover./ £

s

You...Yousmell

| Let meturn
really good.
U

% around.

either. There’s no nee'p"(o

keep punishing yourself: Y,

~7 I should
=~ have been calm.
No, he won't. Smoke will be

Uh..Isthat Rae and Mid dusoppointed

2
arguing up there? Yes, yes “ s
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You're not going up there? They could use afine,
: rousing lovers’ quarrel
without interruption,
especially mine. _~_

You sound a bitannoyed.

/

—%
I‘ll confess, I'm not happy with Rae
at the moment. But I'll get over
it. He’s having enough trouble
without my rubbing in anything.

Rhhi That'snatural,Cal.  Also, Iheard
Rae was generous with his vV about his...

critique when itcame to my lati
shortcomings in life. But now R won
that he’s out here, discovering

thatit's all as difficultas |

described, | can’t help but feel

a little... Ny

Satisfaction?
V Oh yes,_his | won't parse
revelation. words with you,

Yes. There’s no need to say, Got it off his Fern. He did

= | figured. \

| wish he had

:gu.tte ? He In the process, making
A NOF it sound like my

the sake _
| =
of his own penis fell off

pathos. \|
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| don’t mean to hammer it in. | know Itwasn’t like | wrote up
it may not be important to you anymore, but standard protocoland ¢
itistome. tacked it up beside the bed.
[}

(5]

| compromised your dignity, after all.
People who love each other don’t
do such things. But it was such a murky mess--

Thanks I‘m going
forthe to change
mental = 7 the subject
image. ,‘ appropriately,

N < okay?

Ty

You haven't mentioned
anything about this. How
does it feel to be without
Rae?

Uhh. Should | not
have asked? Il show you

A\ later. \

No...It's wonderful

that you asked. ¥ Let's goupstairs,
L~ before the others >
wonder where
we are.

Ineedtogiveyou —
something before | forget.
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Any luck finding | heard you and Rae earlier. What
your glassesin happened? \‘
there, Fern?
Z / It was a dumb fight.
I doubt I’ll We made up, | think.
find my NG '
~ glasses. A/
Why not? Cal has LN
every piece of junk § \ \
leftonFaidia. .. ~7 =
& < "= Acouple of 3 S )
. 2 o = - thesemight B A4 A
S € /0' X & doinapinch. You're not
2 e 2 D)2 sure?
I's just depressing. It'll happen B Good. vou're
again. How do you and Cal do it? / %gﬁ”,’ : *" both I;Zre.
There you go again,
asking relationship
advice from the worst

\\il' source imaginable.

72,1 &
// > N
| Youhave |
N / more ,—
7 4 experience.
1 ~. 1|/

o
4

!l
What do you want me to say? You Nh
just try to make up, every time. That’s
all you can do. Be glad you can get
angry. It means you're invested.

| wanted to show youbothmyscar.  Itdoesn’tlook
Y rdf dea like anything.
v our scar! I'dforgotten. How .0 o,

is it looking now that Rae’s A
separated? V

e@\

\ [ N ~
) Z\ A
Vv k 4
= __ ]

/

S
"




o,
VY.

\/ ,&
k D\ \ N/~ o\
' i \" The curse couldn’t

continue without my
memories.

What's this other package, Cal?
e Bits of rusted metal?

You don’t recognize your Basil?
Incomplete, but the most important part
is there.

I didn’t find it myself! | traded
it off another bird. | felt
drawn toit. It’s obvious why,

row: [

Well, | had better scrape
together our next meal.

early the next morning

| could do with
Hmmm. Looks like a nice day. something fresh
for breakfast.
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That's strange.
None of the
crickets are chirping.

Frost must've
killed them.

Nafalo...nuriep...or necco, -
roasted with a little wild

parsley...
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What? That'd
kill him. He’s
out.

Was all my talk for nothing?
A\ © These aren’t the tender
) freight drivers you’'re used
to robbing.
-
These are elementals.
< Breaking their skulls just
makes them angry.

™ Give me the club. I'll show you
how it’s done.

j‘_—
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See? Gentle as a kitten. W Thisisn’t luck.
Now put the cuffs on

him. A

y g

This is weeks
of planning.
Now the boy
will come out.

| Y "
We really lucked out. ( oureally

Remember what the dragon said.
The aksandriate has a minute bladder
--and here heis.

/~

Ihavetograb
you. Sorry

yaaaaawn

Please, if
you could
stay quiet.

Like stealing candy
from a baby.

Mycroft has him. i

It's all ready for
you, Rosalyn. 3
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| have no idea who you 4 ﬁ.‘
people are, but I'll be Whatthe fuck is = :

your best friend taking him so long? \
if you'd just let me

take a leak.

Wait, Roz.
Remember the
deal.

f 7/ "
7

Mmph...Hithere. You're...
You're Abe’s nafalo friend!
Is he here? A\

You want me to follow you?
Is Abe outside?

-1
I guess | won't
wake anyoneiflgo
out the back...

OW! Abe! Take it

Where have
you been?|

was worried! W-what’s going

on? Why?! _~

Don’ttalk. Just run as hard

as you can. /]
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,/ ‘, /t N '/' A ‘ ‘ k' ¥

/ ‘f ,.'».q ‘ f ' " %

\ Hmlly Oh--damnlt

‘ Mycroft, you hold him.
' ~ Jll keep the knife.

!’ '\‘\\\ ‘} ’!..\":f /,
Rosalyn! Ilust sdw&he
dragon leave.

You down there! | know you're awake. We have
your boy. | want to see Callanerial. Send him out.

NSk PO AL L
NS It’s afine
Well! | just so happento be morning,
the one you're looking for. / wouldn't
you say?
‘\
Unseasonably warm.

| want all of your
. people out here,
now.

If we meetany
resistance, as you can
see, we're prepared to
cut your boy’s throat.

| see. Andthere’s Rae. You gave
him a concussion?

Pray don’t concern yourself with the
matter of resistance. We'll cooperate.
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I‘'mglad to hear that.

My intentionis to take

your operation hostage.

We will travel to Tower to

retrieve the remaining

elementals. Your planisto :
reclaim Faidia from this dark age, And while you
but we're aware of how weak —— X maysay you
you are. Using you, the halflings . cooperate, |
will be commandeering 29 & knowwhat
Faidia’s fate from now on. '

Atthismoment,  Thjsis my necco, Brot.
:‘IY associates If Brot does not deliver
gve your an encrypted signal
Jrlend Delye. == written by myself to
my associates at a certain

time every day--kkt.

They'll cut your little

friend’s throat.

Now | want you to | assure you, | will do whatever
order the others out | can to avoid bloodshed.

into the open. Form ~\
a line. Any delay will =
will just make things

worse for your less /|
inviolable companions.

A
Communicate what you
want, and we'll do our best.

Why did Cal want me to hide
in here? They have Rae! ™

They also might have Morse
and Delye. They're your priority.

Leave Rae to us. Because you're inorganic,
they shouldn't be able to s¢éntyoli /
No matter what you hear, stay in there. 4
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Soon...

Look, | have a grand idea. We break our handcuffs and have ourselves a
fine, old-fashioned elemental blitzkrieg. We could be walking away from these
morons’ wizened corpses within minutes. Who's with me?

\\ Cal, we're elementals, Fern.

not school children. | won't S

lie down for this. ﬁ n
f .
'.—-.

You'll lie, Fern, and 'l tell
you why. You haven't the
e strength to kill anyone
with your magic

right now, despite

your big mouth.

They have Delye. They'reina
position to hurt us allvery badly.

So you’re going to stand down,
Fern, and you’re going to stay
down until | say the word.

You said yourselfthey're

morons. We'll play them.

- Fola! How’'s Rae?
L

N
Right. How stupid A He's sitting up?
of me. [

N o

Lemme tell ya something about Cal

that I've ne’er told anyone, not even me.
He's scary ‘cause he’s a mother figure.
There’s nothing scarier than a mother.
Butdon’t tell him | said that, aright?
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Stop dragging your feet! Tell me what’s going on. Why did
we leave the others behind?
Abe! Abe, | n-need to stop! \ 74
v They were attacked.
By halfling bandits.
~N

N'

E" o " . ,A'o ' \\ J pr—
AN o
\ 7 ' Why didn't
‘ | yo
I‘m out of breath! wait?! We could

have helped them!
_ Look, Idon’t wantto lie
toyou--

Abelarde. \
What did

~youdo?

™
Letme
explain. I'll
try to be quick.

This halfling, Wazoven, was ‘
my student years ago. He was
doing well until he fell in with
this other halfling...A woman
named Rosalyn.
She’s no good.
A corrupt
extremist.

V 4

| lost him to her group.

When | left you, it was so | could
check on what Rosalyn’s gang
. was doing. My worst fears
were realized--they were
planning on attacking the
elementals. Rumors have been
spreading like wildfire.

| tried to convince them notto go
. through with it, but | failed.
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So | fed them You had better talk faster than

information this, Abe. You sold my friends.

instead. They

think the | 2 4 // // |

area around \

the city isn’t

as bad as the

rumors say. ‘

They'll die i) \

without the ' “"]“k I'm :

elementals. T ) going to be sick.
4 P | don’t know why | ever

trusted you.

/ | suppose | should
have blown up your
home world, destroyed >
everything you've ever
known. Then you’d
trust me, right?

: Your friendship
. won'’t help the
| ] Wl clementals. =

\‘\ ( > The_y don’t need
A a friend now.

Look atyou. Are you even » ‘
thinking for yourself anymore? ’ — |

Did you know it’s forbidden for the
elementals to initiate contact with
the higher entities? That's why
Faidia uses messengers.

% No...Whatdoesthat —
have to with anything?

It means that as long as you're
with the elementals, you

don’t have a chance in hell

of contacting Rhodes.
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Aside from that, | don’t think Cal had a clear
What?! Says who?! Cal »
would have mentioned idea of what he was going to do, anyway.

that. | don't believe you. ﬂ

It's a convention from the oldest\l
legends Faidia has. Oral traditions,
things everyone knows for no reason.
Certainrulesarefollowedinfairy
tales, aren’tthey? This isllikethal.

~

The last time someone cited
fairy tales near me, it didn’t

4 ) A ’ ‘1
W, 5 ¢ PN Aty \ |

\ Y1
| y . " N o / X
TLe elementals ignore most legends '

because they see clearly what parts of the'stories oo yes
are false. Unfortunately, theyend up
disregarding what IS true in the stories, as well.
& They would have
attacked whether

Look. My motive has no Iwas ln\'rolvec:I or
bearing on the fact that the o not. 'm doing
halflings back there > \ ‘thebestlcan.
are murderers and thieves,
and that you're just one more You lived with

mortal they could use me for six months!
as a hostage. ' Maybe I’'m anirritating

prig, butnot I'mnota
terrorist.

1
Is that what you want?
You think the elementals would
thank meifllet
you go?

There’s asmall cave on

the southern continent. It's not
deep, but the voice of Faidia is close
to the surface there. It's where the
dragons listen for her messages. .|

She’s the closest we'll get to Rhodes.
She’s a bit younger than the primaries,
but her memory is better. More

..Agh. How did importantly, she’s notentirely
| getinto this. self-centered.
7 She'll know
N something.
All right. Enough.
What do you )
suggest we do? I've lined up |
You better have acarmor to

a fantastic idea. Ccarry us.
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Roz, I've cleaned the place
out. | can’tfind a single Go abecd and aividet
one. They must have Primariesinonegroup,
gottenaway. secondaries in another.
Then we march.
! Z—
7
’ Rosalyn. | don't
care for how
= ~ 7/ this is going.
You broke
Allright. That was from the plan.
expected. | was supposed
to do the talking.

Now, Waz. You

know that they'd

take one look at you

and laugh in your face. |

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

You'e as possive as that
pathetic dragon you admire
so much. Just let me handle it.

Hours later

Roll call. How’s Fola, Viv? ; , ,
\l > Perhaps so. But no more
Ican hear . hostility.We're playing
Well, you're so damn you, you a very delicate game.
quiet | don'tknow where know.™

you are. How are you?
N e

My foot =
hurts and
I'mtired. 4 -8 I think | can
feel hima little
made it
' J g funny-Ildon't
ﬁ know where
/| Smokeis.

He’s fine, Fern. : 2,
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They’re not coming back.
| haven'tdone any sort of missionin
averylongtime. Amluptothis? @

No pointin wondering that. ®

— ==l ¢ Ifonly Cal collected something useful.
A N Look at all of this junk.
N | N He had to have found something

functional, at least by accident! ®

. W -

“ '/ \ 5

y : — {:3
g \‘\x ,

but | haven'tany weapons,
no advantage.

Whoa. Fern left Kezper

behind. Probably on °
purpose. Safer here.

® Hmm. Maybe | can play
up to my strengths this time.
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i e
re cluttered. Cal musthave

© turned on allthe reason centers.

around. ¢
Y p
Ihopeyourrestil | i
knocking around in
here, Kezper.
sKezper? fire you ouske? fre you e
getting any of thi=
who is it what i s it I can'tbelieve it
o bnow cba st | Nuoris,

= Mid. Do you kn
I'a mmlh:r strutter 08 Col built,
renenber’

i remeaber. what an
You're on ny laptop.
0450 (i, 00 i

thi= conpus
But what" hoppened. 0" the €137 did | kIl people?

70h aen. Gk 1" golng to direct link
e fastest woy. You' |1
u.m uulrglhlhg o want <o know
ny n

But Kezper, reneaber tha v
nore than anything, | need your help
Vith o nission trom Cal.

naster?2? | will do anything




L ]
worry about .

Well, it doesn't
look very safe.
%

You don't
tohear the rest
about the thing2
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‘Yeah. Where the hellhave you
Rae.I¥s1, Smoke. boen? <
The quard? ring
Checkingonthe \ onthe toxic contions
secondaries, We have youwil
about five minues. entering.
Whatsthe word? b3
ivingus ¥

procicaly nothing > 2

eat o keep us weak. Instead of escuing

Delye?
Brtignt
S

‘What about Cal and~-

These were Cal'sorders.
Here'sthe data. Keept s
om. I have
Histuffitup  toleave now
anyway.
something. £~

G
~ inthere. X

caton glfve

Howtairkcut
.
memorisafymore, asiralecy based
Dorioselt.

I ——

Thotethot. .

Begaing your pardon,
looy b wenvou'd
catsomething.

Right. Thanks, —=————_ tome but ot him, he'lldothat
passive agoressive thing
Smoke. / PR
[l ko sk ooy
Butatleast sy itoselt

 Right.

morning

Thank youfor your

concern, butweare -

resolute n hisregard. Our rations gotothe
secondaries,
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Thoprmarios raused food again,
ondone ot secondaries
ishavingsomo kindotseizure.

lstands o reason that they'd be even
stranger than the ales ell. Even
their voices are odd. Is

Miallowthey're “rifles”
‘whenyoutwostop ignoring e facts
Youtoldmefthe scout came wit

Whatare we
supposed othink>

What am | paying you for?
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Heyhars Wodort
getvisiors:
Dommiahert

ustkeepheraround
forprotection.

Heheh. Youknow howitis.

inhere somewhere.
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Damit. Howdol say this.

Thisisa great collection cven
have totellyou,

Lemanerialian knockoffs.

Seriously?

Tethiswhot
yourelalking
houliwas

Story. Bul I ave abas

fihese athome I cver

aetihereagain, i pay youback
B inkindr

hisfovor.
AN

| don'tmean tha,  mean how)
Nobody has the operating
system for these things.




£ we'reonlyfighting
people, youknow!

andhoursto
hardenasitis.

~

~
Dollookokay?

Youum, look
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‘Wasn'that amazing?!
Pildig outailinose ld books

None ofhis lke. Siting out

ingrass, notal

running outoff00d.  job or nojob, ightor noriah,
v

S~
.
\ P
ot e
\ S onsne
) ovos hocsoves.
o .
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with hese people?
Timetosai. The 1§ - They take altinds.
ropes comeof. 1 was with Mycrof. He's
Nafunny business. strong, butcan'tsee
ey ugness 50 good. | have to help him.

youpardon my saying so.
Well, yeah. We're justhobos really.
_ Butifwe help Rosalyn, we make alittie
ey, andif she gets what she wants,
there'llfinally be jobs for us, places for
ustogo.

Youtwo don'timpress me as criminals, if
P,

Look, 'm gonnatry not to rub thi

‘mentalslike Moranerial, Funanerial, and Vivanerial
ere champions for halfling rights?
iy

They putin their own time talking to diots just o
edtime stories so

ple like you wouldn't be screwed over

by clemental civilization.

Instead of throwing them a fucking
bone when they're down, you're
enslavingthem!

What doyouexpect
ustodo about 2!

Justshutup!
think. lknow

its dificult, but
atleasti
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Okay. Thisisn’t too bad.

<Aslong as youdon’tgotoo
fast, | should be able to
hold on.

It's a lot like the
tooth dragons.

| like to give every new strutter
a stress test.

this feels
great!

H-hey! What
_areyoudoing?!
™
Kezper,
slow down!

' \\\\w (|

W

Now to work up
a gallop and do a bit
of jumping!

KEZPER! STOP! ——

BLLLLLARRRGGGH

Whatare you
vomiting for?




| know you have

no reason to do Fernlovedtojump!ldon't @

) w what | say, Kezper, know why you don’t! We used
butyou could atleast J o have lots of fun.

give me some
common courtesy.

0 . | didn't meanit!
I’'mjustusedto

operatinq by myown
rules most of the time.

Sorry, Kezper, | guessit's

an acquired taste. I've never
really thought about it,

but Fern’s a bit of a thrill
seeker...when he’s noton
the couch.

Don’ttease
\ him. He doesn’t
\ like that.

blow it away. What are we going
to do when we find them? e 32

' 'Hardly e;)er' \
i Fern came outtocheckon how| i ' h A i f
| the game was going, but sl PTG GRMPSE )

' Imade most of the decisions. A | 94K faces should g

"
LAY \\\ !\' \ !) \\“‘1\‘1‘ ! l"'a
NN N i

Callanenal bullt me to operate :
\ have to give orders. \\

\! independently so he wouldn’t ‘
U NN S5 7 A A © 2007 ArborwinK page 584







s allbecause the idiot Looks lkerain.

Nothis mysogynistic hit AGAIN.
Som vore b i long e

Aside! Immyour

2
Areyoujoking?

febetter? thatistosay, notatall.

Whenhaveyou Thisisall because of
ever even KNOWN
any real women?

May's awomant

Youwerestuck

tooe
W-what  andy
wasthat
about? .




Itold you to get Provostandthe
theothers, where

arethey’

They didn't
think they'd
livetoseelt.

They don'tknow the
othersdeserted.

 How long do you think you
cankeep thatup’

—
Whathave  gottolose?






)

5

2

This must be it. The poisonin the land
alfecing my mind, ke th elemenlals
.

rned us about

I¢sonlyinmy head.
Ahallucination.

Still, | wonder what's
ontheotherside.




T | | knowitsnotreal. Sowhy.
morejike hecks ofcotor. | IREUOLEZIA
]

B
Help me someone,
helpme! Help me!
Ohgod, | can’
Ican'tbreathe-




dhere s my smug
rejoinder. Your gravest
mistake, Rosaly

Youtook usfora ot of
hackneyed politicians,

looking outfor our careers:
Butwe're just living things,
‘asyou are. OQur prerogative

is survival. Infac, weinventedit.




G S

Rosalyn,
where are you?
>\ 40 White smoke...2

f Rosalyn!
g\




Rosaty.

Fohe's close by, butit

may be toolate forher.

Weretooweak

todoanymore -
~
Rosalyn?
ROSALYN!

Can'tyou hear me? What'd
they dotoyou? |

Wsnotoveryet, Rosalyn. | promise.
We'lfind some other way.

Astong as youre alve, there's hope,
right?

~ Come on. Lets getoutof here.




‘What was

Isupposed

todoagain?
°

Howam | supposed forestore morale.
whenIheyralukg(hls>me‘/d|us( o
tenusedio

You'lbe glod 19}
know cuetyoney

"There was nothing we could do.

Rosalyn wandered o her.Butitdid give me chancel
e havior,




“Waltasec. Whatifthese.

her so much, Cal
didnt think she

themselves. Fola, you're.

beREALLY fu
v

Well.T

actually might |
absorb the worstof it

ickedthen.

1
herain

i

L ]
oSt

‘We can'tsee the chaos energy
because the nature hera has
bedsomuchof it

withtoxi
voumoy

Balting the beast? That
sounds ke plantome.
Bewarned, though. Ifyou

already poisoned.

Notime likethe
presentiotry it
Nothing like the

-
£ prospectof playing

You're probably

dcwastetogel

s A |

[Tesewer.

Itlonlytakea
few hours from.




Ithought he was going tosleep.
ey 1 can'tbeliove | went through|

‘The areais toxic, remember?
We'llbea ot more useful
getting the helloutof here.

Getaway werra >,
notcatehing up? —f

I can't believe we're in afucking sewer.
‘We know one thing, at least. None of the electricity
inToweris working. l’he sewerlights are on the

emergen
Look, the technique Remain e Wel
we figured out was effective, ind a lght
why don'twe ustcontinue g iohow he
3
o8 '"evs""m' find, itshould eventually ~
jackass. ~\ ‘A thecty.
ing, cnsametiog -aive.
we don'tknow what's down Y
here, whatifwe getlost? Roe thatsme.
Oh.Sorr, May.

P
Don'tsay that word.



imgoing tobackirack and

getsome ofthatwood for Fern,isthatyou?
* he Yeah.
o Your eyes usedto v
Ficome.
withyou, _ didyouever
e figure out how
V tocontrolthat>
Notreally. Butl can
— try, I think, without =~
hurting anybody.

How'sthis,Cal?

- Good.Can
< yousee?

Alite,but any brigherthan this
ind | won'tsee anything.
< Hmm. Not reallyproctical.

What was that?!

‘There were glowing
eyes, didn'tyousee
them?!

=
5 AAHHHI
- R rd

<
<

v

yougatthat,
2\
4
Ithoughtitwas

broken, butthe
botareswaraiust
ound.

/

That was FERN,
Funal You it Fern!
P
Everyone shutup
andsitstill.
reishe?
N
tmhere..onthefloor...
I¥snotmyfaull,  Nice work, Funa.
Ididn’tknow! B
Fmall
right,







Isthatalight, or am|
hallucinating?
e

Itfeels like we should be under
Kurhe, by now.

Itsreal.

Itigoup.
v

rehere.
N We'reinthecity.



I've only felt this sort of
eairafew

arsemnmnu \
|19

S| bortbusnoury
4 elevators! They're
e miodatas c
oo Ohiy e doorsare
e i Rae. Tho ner
L i v rpice
e ik
I don't care! This ]
ngtasteiie
B
EENNE

fthe crestisismt S
exhausted, it should
work even now.




ST
0 imanual override;

Iwasright

Theoriginalten
foors. .\

veyioroaipont
<" thatold hing.

One ofthe elevators should have
defaulted to the fourthfloor. ~X_

mmwsmwmm
(AHeheck theelevar

erlo«mymllb'olnn
inafew hours.




Iknow weneed o ind Lem.
4

1¥sjusta closet withaladderinit.
uateaclty

withjust s> fyas onty for
¥ constrictionworkers

1doubt....How are we going to get back down again?
p
Youknow | can'ttellyou that, Rae.

Butwhatare you expecting to doup there, Cal?

Whatwouldyou
have me do, Rae?

mgoingtotry.
‘ondtalkto

ur parents, youmean.
May, s allight

Isnever going to happen,
‘Youshould etthe secondaries

spend their last You're wrong, R
they choose. Instead you're totry, andthe
marchingthemto elementals ol deserve.
n ‘tobethere.

Itsour only chonce.
Weneedlotakelt




602

(N

Getting left behind
won'timprove matters.

Fern?.

siff
Y-youhad
better gofirst.
4
Why are you W
stillhere?!

e
sonauptne 7
ladder! Secondaries
‘were supposedto be
first!

Getonthere, NOW!



603

Stoptalki Ewww. Fefn,
nomanse”  youreallcoid
andcomeon.  ondslimy.

N

Look, be

reasonable. You
knowlcant

leaveyouhere.

Talktome. What can | do?

Fern, wouldtbe so excruciating
tohavesome —
pityforonce?
J

o\ =

S7 1==1 |
\contthink ofanything:
Teom thinkatail

What? ——

Hey! —

dortwant
e Fmteting
myimbsto
eywont
v
N Why me?
Wiy dant
theoiners
realzs
voudbe
Seored?
Ax
No,dontknow.
g N
Smoke'spresence
<atms me down.
Isee. Okay. 7
Youhadyour =
n
>
You'renctgoing
tolikethis, but
there'snoihing  Comeont
do.







pant pant Breaktime. Yeah.
N

= feipsal mummmm cetogether, ever, and
saying alot, how are you doing?

pastweeks hosbeenafew. Youreteling me?
led potatoes, Rae. v

Butma primary, yooh?

onwithout aheart
for how long? We can
rive our bodies In
You're shoking wilhaligueaswe sirange directions, can'twe?
Thisis nothow we're going
togetup there.

Flwait,Iforgot
aboutsomething.










‘We're finally here.



Are you awake,
Abe? | think
we're here.

Another desolate
wasteland. 'm
starting to wonder if

Come on, don'ttalklike that.
 I¥snotalways ke this. I¥s winter.

Youmentioned that this place .~
‘was forbidden. What's the story
behind that?

~

According to legend, the souther
continentis where the elementals.
first touched down on Faidia.

“Thisis where Lemanerial

did his first experiments

with life forms,

for example...

And where
Callanerial
‘was murdered,

Whether they simply left, or they|
were explicitly told to leave, we
don't know. But Faidia made it
clearthey could not return here.




That'sit? Ahole I the ground?

P

Vs a sacred spot, not

atouristattraction. )
.

G
usaswespeak. The
shy of humans

Lighting the torches means.
the cave s occupied. Noone!
! willinterruptus. Le

We'renotbringing any

Ughtwithus? tlooks .

lackerthanpichdown Youcomplain
= = alot,don'tyou.

There are plenty of
lights down n the
arotto.



hisisntright,

Weshould 7
have reached
itby now.

Donftletgoofme. —_

-
Evenifwe wantedto, | don't
think we can find our way out
ofhere. We can only keep
going.

There'sno echo. Whatare
we walking on?

< lanttell,

r»s«idio?7 \
N
Are you here? Please...we came to see you.
Please help us!




Oh.

. Acrocodile?



Are..oreyouFeidia?

/ A\
0.0, O, Um. Please 3
don'tgoto sleep, Faidia. ll
‘We need your help, please. ’
Vo are wisbaken, s
are the ones in need

of your we not?




Well, Cal has seemed o think | could

be of some help from the start. Abelarde
thinks its all for some purpose, so he’s
brought me this far.

P

Don't mis
or anything

stinct? What sort
ofinstinct are you
talking about?

Uhat do uou think
iz important o
someone as old as Cal?

could sense uou

A

ere cornected to
Asold? Areyou this world, and uet
talking about my age? you were older tham

suergthing in it.




Thiz iz the root of
the world, This dark

emptiness was what
Cal and May were horn
into, If follow

the beginning.
Fhodesz.

thi th
uou'1l fi

Accordingto Abelarde...
Thisis your “sacred
abode” or something.
Wereyou born here too?

N\

Moo I am
quarding it.

Guarding it against...the elementals?
Can you explain why this place is forbidden to them?




K
Stuffed animal.



Wouldn'tyouthinkitwas a sacred

artifact of some kind? N

Abe. I'm pretty sure th
achild’s stuffed toy. | had
onelike this in my room,

before Arduc got
blown up.

it
representative
o

X Irsadog, of course.

What'sa do‘l"’/

W...Youdon't know what a DOGis? Don't you
have dogs in Faidia?

F'malmost positive

Pve never heard

ofthese before.
S

‘Why would you have one kind of canid,
and ot another? Strange.
B R —n

L



Whyisthereso much
lightinhere?
%

Partof the temple rooffellin.

"‘m"?\ is weak againstit.

Everyone splitup. We'll rest
once we find him. —
Ipromise.










Don'tsay thet.

ing,
butthat doesn't
mean he's dead.

Tknow, | know!
Ifwecanget
justalittle bit
into him, though--







For god's sake, Cal, he’s dead!
I¥'snotgoing to help!

Ve

Darey? Derey! He's live!

‘Someone bring some water, now!
He'lllapse if we don't get him
hydrated! ~



Darcy?

Darcy, wake up.

Ifeellike 'min our bed. Wasitall
justa bad dream? Couldn't be....




e

L-lem...Our apartmen
\SLLL LT Cal thinks he may have broken

_No.Pmsorry. You | VS reva; you.
—— passedoutafier
showing the others

where Iwas.

Oh...But...You're okay? lease
,_nna getsomessleep.

Ihad found

4 you, but,
you didn'tremember me.
‘was going to waitfor you
to.

de ed,
y eating...There's nologicto t



Please don't
be angry with
A

Tha tfars mentiohec
bad -

oy

what's’

Fmnotangry.
Don'tbesilly.

Don'tworry aboutit. Rest.
Ihave o goback o the
Temple tohelpthe others’
the problem.

Inthe meantime, sleep.
Everything s going to be fine.

i\
A-allright. llsleep.






N
N

It’s finally

allover.






¥ Lem, Iwantyou
| tolistenvery
carefully.

/! s st about your low
Venow what self esteem, or your guilt,

sodon'tbother—-

‘We have an obligation to protect this world, like a
parent has an obligation towards their child.
‘We cannot simply abandon them.

That just depends on how you ook at t, doesn'tt? Can't you see:
N

N
Vwemade promises car'tkeep. There,
! 1f we keep going on, | don't know what
will happentome.

N
/ We've already
from o

todestroyitself.

Plleventually fizzle out, cvcrvlhma will die.
You call this a world worth say



Nothing to say?

want from me? Ireally
want to know.

For now,
Iwantyouto
calm down.

Of course, you want someone to blame. Anyone would, wouldr't
they? But we've all made terrible mistakes, haven't we?
~
Especially me. You
probably think
\ 'mthe worst,
don'tyou?

Butlet me tell you something.
Asbad as our problems are, we
wouldn’tbe introuble with the

wiwenifitweren'tfor a certain:

special someone.
N~ N

Irepeat, we wouldn’t be on the brink
off utter destruction f not for this person.
it p



Since you're determinedtogoon  °2
withthis, then spitit out. Tell us. Whois the
guilty party whose identification

Fine, Lem, ine!
N will solve everything?
>

F'mmore thangladto. ~.

pathetic worm
standing over 7
here.

7

4
Come here, Fola.




He's the one who came up with the
wiwen systemin the first place,
and then worked out how to
manipulate it

He’s guiltier than

any ofus! \\

Fola! Why are youjuststanding
there? Come here!

Doaslsay!”



634

How long have you
been standing on
my neck?

V

Ithink it's about time
you stopped, W
N



. s

‘Why would 1 do that when
you're doing sucha good
jobby yourselr>

Um, Folo, look, <8 D

= m.,,,.qm;}@

 Lets dispense with
the clabor
deceptions, Lem.

Youand bothknowyou're:

/!
You've accused me
ofacrime, haven't
you? | agree with you,
Fm quilty.




remember?

When we first met? U, you were kind
of slow. You were my first secondary,
and I was very disappointed, to be
honest.

< We putall thatinformationinto
your head o there wouldn't be
somuch of a delay, butyou were

lotof work that needed to be done.

Sol asked May for advice,
inthe end we put you under Viv's
care, and he taught you how to
read and such. Which turned out
tobeapooridea, he'sbeenabad
influence on you...

Frsondna ot
here youtow:



L

Ididn'tunderstand it Youturned outto be
smart, so1 guessed you had just been
playing dumb for some reason.



Itmight have

I was six
been because

yearsold

youmoron.

Andlhaven't
grown a day
then, you know

that? How could I2

ce —

How muchtime, Lem?
Thave flushed down my entire
life by spending
How many times did I situp withyou 7
all night, playing ridiculous video games because

you were too scaredto sleep and couldn't make any
real friends, and the entire time acting as if you




Why?Why
didyoutreat

Iadored you! For me, you

way, when depended onyou. | woul
youdidn't have done anything you
needto?! e -~ And | did! I still

didn't
I'dsold my soul to anidiot.

\Youwanted Fernin my

\ ™ place, sol did what
youtoldme o do, not
evenknowing what it meant.

Y~ Formy trouble, I made a fool
ofmyself. I alienated

* myself from my peers, made
‘myselflook like some sort
ofbrainless stooge!

x,D Foryou, all for you!
&
!
What more could one
askfor?

How could |
go any lower?
Tellme how,

I'itdoit.



Butyoustil ground
down, didn'tyou?

Not once have youletup on me.




Butyou realized Neither of us knew what
that, right? One was happening then.
day | think we Ican'treally blame
bothwokeup > < youfor that.
and realized we

hadasociopath & I couldtell you
onour hands. didn'tknow who.

| was anymore

hurt Mid.

There's your
brother. | don't think

Lem. Buttheway
you'treated hi
after you killed hi
‘was inexcusable.

younotto kill him.

Youhadsomuch
trouble letting us
m emotional

Evenyou couldn't

form emotional
attachments other
thanyou. Can't

ike
the struttersjustas
an excuse tokeep
interacting with him.

muchsuffering
that's caused?

nd

toyourself?



Cal, shouldn't

Shhh. Let him finsh.

b '<\d Ifyou object...

move 9~ O\ Wel, Mayhas agreed
der her.

outof my windmill torealignme under her
andliveinaplace Iitleave you completely.
on Vivsland

This doesn’tmean

anything, except, /

Tam g

The only reason

yorihoveto s hos happened
gothroush. ircady because
Vivanytime Fmpeyehoioically

e s i

after hours.




Butnoneof —
thisisimportant.

This indulgent, petty social
dysfunction has distracted
us from what really mattered
for the pastfive thousand years.

investedinit

more living things was to recycle it -- death.

N -
Lem assigned me S There were plenty.
etasr AN tbeoristoseon
iscover 43 asleads. Toomany.
apraciatylnfinte ~
supply of pure / v //@ The difficulty
clemental ndevsing
eneray.
) testingthem,
Itsounded 7 (. seeingifthey
impossible, which cally
is why he probably applicableto

chosemetodoit. the real world.
Itendednotto
talk back, atleast
until | had some.
evidence. bl vtwes:
theory.



1spentmany, many years
figuring out how to apply
thattheory. When hink
backlthatime,al o

rethe many instances
came up against a wall
and couldn’tprogress any
further.

Icould have stopped so many times.
ButIkept going. Tkeptgoing.

Inch by inch, step by step, towards.
the precipice.

S

tsuseesstothinkabout,
es makes me feel like

butthe
Tmightgoinsane,

The wiwen system turned outto
be casy totap. Wiwens
runin“families” of similarly /.
structured worlds. We'rein
‘afamily of worlds that are all run
by elementals. A

I was able to penetrate these worlds with our
‘own magic. I started draining them, converting
the energy into a form we could use.

inquire where this energy was coming from.
A

Butnone of you did.

Yousimply tookit.

AndLemsaid,
“Good job, Fol
Keepit coming.”




s

that point, actually. With ‘about what | had done.

abou

developing socially.

Itstopped there, EvenViv, tryingtohelp,
however. I wasn't told me that
ying about it

the way | had been
before; | was worse. ‘would accomplish
nothing. Butifit wasn't

My relationships with ‘my responsibiliy,
Funa, Vivand Ell , 4

wasit?

Wesanitized the process
abitasthe technique

Instead of
destroying worlds, we
only eliminate thei
elementals, and assimilate
theworldinto our own so
we couldkeep milkingi

Thatsortofthing. ,

Asifthatwas more humané
than complete annihilation?

Iknew it was still wrong.
Itwas allwrong.

Iknew
Ihadto do something



Ihitthe books, looking for
aloophole that would put
mein contact with the
‘wiwen. For this reason,
Thurt Mid. Itwas hardto
do. Hardertodo than
the bigger crime Ihad
mmitted. |
\

Itwas poorly
conceived,

actual difference because.

Rhodes was still unaware
ofthe existence of Faidia
subconscious.
I couldn't getnear him.
\ N

Instead of confessing N

Iwas detained and ‘Wiwens especially.

forturedby I¥softenawall, or a
the lions. / locked door, some

“ " othersymbol...
The lions have

I Rhodes has the lions.
‘They protected him from me.

lesstodowith
usthan we think.

They're not our
punishers. Fdtie tosaytwos eribe.
be easier for the

neuplz who e aboutme.

\ /|
Butifl amhondat, | canoniy Say
itwas nothing | wouldn'thave done
iz R ATy
ead. Everyor e lions’
curse. Butit's wobnhlymlne




Andthat ax was Sutiyenner.
fyouunderstand hat

Finally, the andmurderedtheir clemantolse

anticipating rSutiyenner.
fell.

dying. He followed our trail all the way
ck to Rhodes, and took him captive.

Sutiyenner didn't understand
everything. He thought Rhodes
hadfull control of Faidia alreat
‘and was playing innocent.
Rhodes didn't know a thing.
Hewasjustakidthen.

‘WhatSutiyenner should
have done, rather than
draggingit out, was kill
Rhodesimmediately.

By destroying Rhodes’ conscious, he
‘would be forced to discover

the world he had created.

The delay in killing Rhodes.

simply made it worse,

There wes nogaedfofghien Rtiodes.
uld

murder in their sleep.



That'sthe simplest way of sayingit.
Whenyou wantto cover up a crime,
Fern, what's your first priority?

o

Destroy the evidence?

— |
Exactly. Aside from
any ethically motivated,
horror he no doubtis \

experiencing, he considers
usevidence ofa
crime he’s committed.

safeguard himself, and all other wxwe'ns

& Zs>

Andthereitis. 'mfinished. ~~ \ V

Youknow why we are standing
here today, why |am ashellof
apersonnow incapable of
having eventhe barestshred
of respect for myself, and why

we willall soon die.

Itwas my doing, for the sake
of gaining the slightest gesture
of acceptance from that man

] N
| overthere.









Lem, this couldbe
allover, right now.

Please. — N

/=
LA\

Iwanttohelpyou, m.«
you're always hi

fromme.

Like what?

Gently. | can't
bearit. Don'tdoit.

- You're...you're



Right after I hurt my brother, | was really
young and just pushed the event out of
my mind, like a lot of children do. | made
up complicated lies.

/But lies aren't enough,
whenyou'rethe liar.
Igotolder and once
< Istarted thinking
aboutit, I couldn't
stop.

I couldn'taccept
punishment without

abandoning them,
solkeptlying.

Howcould |
tellthetruth?

“Itriedtokill the only
personwhoever
cared aboutme.”

How can you admit that to yourself?
Tothepacple whohave fath you,
kyou're someone else?

The punishment for deathis death, right? You don't needtolie
tome, I know. | know so well. Its better to end it now. | can step
back from myselfand see it that way.

P've worked hard, and I'm done.



Where did
youget
thatidea--

Isthat
sincere?




Doyoureally
‘want to die?







I¥srudetointerrupt.






Really bad.

o
matterofneatly picking
him off. Its never like that.

better than anyone.

=)
So,yourrepis

Iwouldlike Iknow itwouldn't Sy

to kill him. Itd last. But| wanted him

make me happy

toknow that's how |
feel.

Anyway, apologize to your

Tather later. You both have
lostenough familyalready,
don'tmakel

o

m, | know you wouldn't
think of that alone.

You'd never consider death
for yourself. Where.
yougetthatidea? ~

Xy



Er. Rae came tome.

Rae?

Wearguedfora
bitandthen he
toldme that
Icould only
fixthings if

g
|Butyeah, that's

pretty much. Un.
True. -




ay okay, you don’
b o atie.
ks explain myself.

Isaid thatbecause I wantedyouto
feelasbad as |did. | didn'treally
thinkyou'd beieve me.

9 but
abrainineon,
- Ididntexpect

[ youtotakeme

~ soseriously!

‘You'remy older brother. Of course
Z Ibelievedyou. “l didn't meanit, its
'your own faultfor believing me.”

< What sortof stupid excuse is that?

Oh, there’s the snot-nosed
bratwe all know and love.



I'm not trying to make excuses. I'm just
explaining why | was careless with you.
Ijust wanted to see your knees knock
alittle.

— lcertainly
wouldn't have
doneitif lknew
‘dhurt

other people
because you
were soscared.

So...killingme

Butthatstill doesn't explain why you

‘would ever wantto die. Your

stubborn, bull-headed perseverance

is admired and reviled by all.

Andyour relationship with us s a

mess, sure, butwhat about Darcy? ~

How could you just abandon him like that?»
That's just selfish.
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hesseesinme, anyway.
) I¥sthe same with Fola. Fola usually
smaclhed things overfor e with Darcy.

Idon'tdeserve

Ohyeah. Your pa e oggressive bulhit
is almost exactly like! v

1guess you two have more
in common than just your faces.
HEY! > %E

Lem, you've setyourselfup on the top
of this world. Everyone looks toyou
for their standard of living, even the
free people.

Some may deny t, but everybody
< wants tokiss your behind.

. Youlookdownfromyourinnacle
andlaughatallhe it peaple,
including your own family.



ut anybody who

finally gets tostand

nextto youlearns the
th.

Yousetyourselfup

thisway, and yetyor

hevenaiinglo aually
cople.

ffer thes
They dfnd o sympathy
inyourface.

Fdliketosee what

y,
thelrlife destroyed by

insect populations
gone awry. You'd probably just stare.
alihem supidy orrefertoascrpt
Folawrote for

7

7

What are you driving at, Rae?

Vs

Youhaven'tanswered
Smoke's question, Lem,
Doyoureally wantto die?

Or doyou simply want

consequences ofit?

Orrather howwouldyou
ek quiahon,”

Hyou knew you ouldbe foraivenand

kol b




Butthatwouldn't happen.

Says who? You? You'rein
no position to talk.

how would you go about
stopping us? Pretty arrogant
ofyou, Lem.

Andjustlike TN e —r
that... NI

things. |
Youdiet  vavresons
Nnﬂ? Surynepnon ]
v,
),

Well, | guess...ifthat
werethecase... |

Iwouldn't choose.

todie. I'dwanttolive.

2



e

Thisall
ounds..
toosimple.

Arey i
simple. You have alot of making up
todo. ButiFsa ot better thanyour

knew about “wanting tolive” /. onyourself. What aboutus?

from that! We want you
totalkt

wantstobe dead?

aon J—m sccthesenseing

~ lotofthings n

A
Foladidn't s
you assumptions they
outright. wanted about him, and
e would never defend
himselt.

Iwastricked too! | barely
knew the guy, and
| dttbadnimotithe

e lassumed

batbeca
[ e was ustyour durmb
welcome mat.

tmolasad i and Md gave me an
carful... ButCal found out ot

Bamckd “SonRemhent amwvmq bt
understand. Youmay




P “—mm )  Youtreat
/=~ himthatway,

yetyou're still

sopossessive.

4 i
I'mtelling a story here. Fola did end up helping me,

0. Being nice pays off, okay? 7’

youknow. We

other. | can
usemy|
natural|

andyou can use your
natural uh...whatever. I'm sure >
we'll m over eventually.

What aboutit? Sound good?_
Will you oin me?

Okay...
Pltryit.
v
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Does this mean you’ll
~ finally tell me why?

| mean, why
you left home?

Yeah. |

wantto s

know %

that, too. Idon't
wanna

Lem, I've been
wondering this
for millennia,
beating
myself

up over
it.

| still have no idea what made
= you leave home. Please tell me
what it was.

If it was something | did to hurt you,
maybe there’s something | can
do to help.
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It was the incest.

| leftbecause
of the incest!

The incest! )
L \;
X |}
Stop right there. -ty

Don’tmakeany 7

weird assumptions.

I'll explainiit,

all right? All right. /

Don’t you dare think fora moment, for example, that
I’'m talking about jealousy. | wasn’t jealous.

T —
/] N

Think back to that

time. lwasa lot | didn’t
younger than you want to sleep
and Rae. lwasin with anybody,
that ideal state much less
called the latent my siblings.

stage.
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Rae had gotten stroppy | | didn’t think it ?  Butldidn'tknow what
when he hit his teens, was wrong. Of , _ lwassupposedtodo
and things were rough course not. & anymore. Was |
for awhile...Then, There was no : supposed to follow
suddenly, youandhe | = gtqndard of suit? Was | not?
had this strange, new “family" togo
physical thing going on. off of then.
How was | different
@x\\_, | was just from Rae? Was |
. confused, unwanted because
{, \ disoriented. | couldn’t or wouldn’t
b We had all do...whatever it was
just acted like you were doing?
equalsup
until then. | thought all these
things.

I should have talked to you,
but you have to understand...
| thought | was the anomaly,
——_ thewrenchinthe works.
Your relationship with Rae
had improved and | didn’t
want to botch that. So |
thought | should just stay
away and play by myself.

(/'

| kept doing it more and more,
and finally, | just left, and
spent all my time creating
things, like Cal had taught me.
And then my mother found me.

x And you shouldn’t have to stop
doing it just because of me.

| had thought I’d “dealt” with
itand | was okay, butin the
end | think | just repressed it
all and resented you both for
it. See? It's dumb and childish.

And that’s why | left home.
It doesn’t matter now, |
know you did nothing wrong,
I should have told you it
bothered me and | didn't. It
still bothers me, | guess.
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But don't you still love each other?

Of course we do,
but we don’t
needto
have SEX.

Er, Lem. Cal and | haven'’t

talked extensively about | mean, we

this, but, uh. Our relation-|_agree with

ship has changed quite you-~-it

a lot. The incestuous wasn't

thing is kinda over. healthy.

If you look
. atitall... =~

Calis dedicated to repairing
his relationship with Fern,
and | have Mid. It'"d be weird,
now that | know more aboutitall.

And the reasons we started
inthe first place were bad.

For me, it was just a way to
manifest control over Cal,
and for him, it was just

a way to placate me.

We don’t need that sort of thing anymore.
Do you agree with that, Cal?

Yes. That sounds right to me.
P

' Lem, | knew you didn’t like
the incest, but there were

/ so many other things, | was

' never sure.
- | hope you can forgive us now,
if we promise we won't be doing
itanymore?



Th-this still isn’t right. =~
You’'re asking ME for
forgiveness? !

I'sgoingtotakea _
long time foryou &
to figure these
things out, Lem.

e

4

But we can accomplish simple
things we do have time for.

"~ What about Asne?
What about Corwin?

J

~_ Time we may
not have at
our disposal,

soon.

671

...Darcy and | talked
about this, awhile ago.

We don’t think you really
understand why you did

some of these things, and
if you don’t understand...

. You
\ can’t
be sorry.

/For example, you haven't

hugged me since you
were eleven.

\ "9 )
-‘ .4‘
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Before it
was too
dark. Now
it'stoo
light. Hurts
my eyes.

4

Maybe we’ll
run into the

| hope not. Besides
probably being
too bright, she
sounds like a
rough customer.
Vv
There’s
something
coming up.

N
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Cal?
Is that
you?

I‘'m not Cal. I’'m his father.
~

| borrowed _Z8

hisform /4 /
because [/,
lhave f// !t\
none of ,

my own.

I've been temporarily granted
the ability to communicate.

P —

The N\

dreamer
wanted
meto —
talkto
you.

) 3
If you're Cal’s father, A
you’'re Universe. One of
the non-sentient
founding entities. The
first, actually.You should
not be able to speak.

\

| think this is my only chance to explain why
the elementals are forbidden to enter this place,
and why the Sun and | have been poor parents.

You see, we are too simple to confront them.



The Sunand | are merely ideas. In the early days we all e

flirted with the idea of being “people,” it’s true.

The Sunin particular wanted influence that would require
her to be a sentient presence in the world.

But after a lot of meddling and trouble making, she began
to notice that interaction with the world was weakening her.

Since we are merely ideas, and not people, we can only
think of ourselves. That is the nature of our existence --
constant perception of ourselves, and nothing else.

You mortals can hold any number of thoughts in your minds
without flying to pieces. We cannot do that.

If we stop thinking about ourselves, we cease to exist.

This is why we eventually abandoned our sentience, and fell
dormant. Our children wield and manipulate our power, not us.

Our children never understood this because they assumed
we were stronger than they were and would not suffer from
such a trivial problem.

It's true we have great strength. We are the ideas that allow
the world to exist. The Sun is the source of all matter, of all
energy, and | am the space in which it all exists.

But this world runs on a basic

( principle.
The more strength you embody,
the less control you have over it.

&Strength destroys sentience.
Supreme strength destroys
sentience utterly.

\ Ultimately, we are weaker
in mind than any mortal.
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¥ Supreme

A \‘ strength
destroys...
N
\\ Does that
-~ applyto Re
Rhodes? | Youcame
here.

You can see the truth, can’t
you? You have no silly
expectations about god or
creation. No offense to your
companion, but because he
is from the place, he has
certainideas that keep him
fromreally seeing what

' ‘| slapshod affair t@s.

Morse recognizes that creation is a violent, horrible
mess. Adiscarded orange peel has more .
meaning than anything your origin has to offer.

Youare nearly attheend. -
| won’t keep you any longer.
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Didn’t you hear what he said?

They don'tknow how to be
kind, and anyway,
your reverence isn’t
what they need X
right now.

Don’ttake it
personally.

That was harsh. "\ '\
Do you think | did .
| something wrong? | »

What’s next? Universe is the oldest second to
Rhodes, right? We should be at the end then.

v

No. No, there’s something else.
\ The lions.
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We'reintrouble,
aren't we.

\










Morse! What do we do?

— G-gimme a sec. Don’t make
any fast moves. Uh, Abe.
N

What?!

< Isn’tthere supposed to be
more than one of these?

N

Two! There’s supposed to be two!






~7
What... What
do you think
they’lldo to us?

Wi |

N

Nothing.
Idon’tplan
on losing.
Not this close
to the end!

4
What are
we going to
do then? *

\
I‘m thinking!

F-faidia said
/ ( that nothing
v/‘\/ in here could

hurt us. Why
would she lie?

683



Soifit's
not a lie...

She wouldn’t lie to us.
I’'m sure of it.

She wouldn’thave —
sentusin here
without a way to
defeat these things.

It's a toy. You
play with toys.

The idol?
- Buthow do
we use it?

We don’t have
time to play! ~ — Shit, | dropped it!
Justtossiit
atthem! o'd 3‘3§
AW
Sorry!

Catchit!
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What a dork. Only one of

Toys...They were ALLtoys! | theseisactually alion. This

! one is a panther.

Now I sort \ Easy. He was probably
. of remember. really young when he
|/ first conceived them.

Yeah. That would also explain the
irrationality of creating protectors
that couldn’t protect him from
something he was terrified of.

He probably
wanted something
to fomlhonze)

Rhodes was scared of | i

dogs. He got chased by
one when he was small.

with. Lucky
for us.

The lions must
L~ have beenin
front of it.

\Are we
going =
inthere? i
No.
Ve

I need to goalone.
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| have noidea how
“delicate” Rhodes is
now. He might
notwantto
see any

You’'re not going in there alone.
I’'m coming with you.

N

What? You
e

I'mnot —5
leaving

Okay okay.
No need to

getstroppy.
: Sorry for
- \L \ suggesting it.

Maybe we’re past the point of having
the luxury of petty squabbles.

Ve

Yeah. Let’s be off. £




Are you awake?
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Lem went back to be with Darcy.

N

/

{

The others /_
are working &
on finding
food. —

Do you want \
anything? I’'ll
getit for you.

\

Mm. No thanks.

Except having I You know, your
sex. Wantto? hair looks funny.
y L
Fern, could
End of talk?
< the we talk? \|
world | | you know I love to talk.
= andall.- | | you and Rae goingto
psycho-
I'm...I'mtoo analyze
upset. Sorry. me some
| thought I’d want to be N more?
awake for theendof 'Y |, 22 ,
the world, but | can’t A |thought A1 }ﬁﬁ / )
think of anything I'd N\_{ | 'dask. No,let's =~ |/ ¢
rather be doing. [/-i v talk aboutme.
I L g‘ —J
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No, | need to
do this. lwant =
to take you up
on that offer.

| just need your ~
help. | know | keep
things from you
and that’s why
you're upset. But
and you I need to know
want to get which specific

\ riled up about things. 7

something
I’'m serious this

- else? S '
V) time. I'll tell you
everything.

Giveitarest, Cal

You just reconciled
with your brothers

- §

All right.
Let’s give
itatry. —

A
You've always acted through our relationship.

It's in your nature to disseminate the truth, and | don’t blame you
for that. In a lot of ways it makes life with you, ah, interesting.

But you hide important things, like your anger towards me.

It's not that you never picked fights. To obscure the real
reason you’re angry, you devise ways of confusing the issue.

You get upset about trivialities you don’t actually care about.
You sic Rae on me to fling insults you couldn’t in my face. Or
you make it “about work.”

| rarely got to have a real fight with you.



You want me
to fight with you
~ more often?

Healthy relationships
involve a certain
amount of arguing.
Theydon’tinvolve...

' Not...exactly.
Maybe I’'m not
saying this right.

F

Maybe it’s just ;
me, but | think if you
were drivento
hurt me that badly,
there’s something |
did to upset you. But
you won't tell me how
| contributed to that.
= S~
Evenifl hadn’tbeen _
sick and drunk most of Cal, you don’t want to
the time, you'd still need totellme.] hurt me right now.

ltwasnt —
your fault! —

I didn’t want
to hurt you,

b-butl can’t val
have you think--

But you ;

did. You

kill me. g\l | A < lrefusedtotellyoul
N -' N loved you, and that’s

| know you when it happened.

[ remember it. Why did you feel like
But we need | didn’t love you?
to know why

youdidit, What made you lose
soit doesn't'f faith in me?

happen again.

692

4
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You and Lem pretty much
have the same problemin
the end, though, right? He
was able to finally break
through it, you will too.
It's just a matter of being

ready. ~\

You probably thought you
could keep rolling after

making up with Lem. But
it's okay if you can't.

No, no. It’s completely
different from Lem.

Oh? That’s a start.

\ I“lltell you.

I really will.”

Let’s do the short version of this, Cal.
Tell me your entire life story. From

Illtell you the top.

N
hat'sthe | everything —
difference, | now

-' \) then? =
| / 7] /

.

/
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Want to eat with us? .
Vidk e V Wait, eat?
z ’ Did you find
' food? Isit
good?
v

Uhh, it’s mostly
granola and will
take some chewing,
butit’s edible.

Rae, don't stare at
them, they’re trying
to talk. |




But what’s worse
isknowing -

I'm just
thinking
about Mid.

v
I wish he was
here, at least.

4

=

how he may not ﬁni'.sh
college like he always
wanted to now. o

Why the long

face, Rae? ———
P
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When | was born, | don’tknow how long | was inthe dark. @



|don’t even know
how | got the idea
that | existed. ®

| supposeit’'s ®
bound to happen
to anything that thinks.

But | remember my earliest
wish was that if | existed,
that others existas well. ®



But even before everything
started, | was afraid.

| knew that the hunger | felt
might be limitless.

That | might not be able to
control myselfif | started
damaging what had been
previously perfect.

® But knowing all this

| went ahead and did it anyway. @
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| awoke my sister to the fact we existed. Everything that was

born after us didn’t need to be told. @

g

"

® |l regretit.
It hurt her.

She was so much like
our parents. She didn’t
have my recklessness,
my need to explore. ®

Irelished ®

the idea that| but her pain
was no longer ® keptwhat
the only one I was afraid
in the world of, inside me,

at bay.



701

Then we had a world, and my brothers grew up, and | thought
that surely, what | was scared of would happen with them. @

® But it didn’t. | waited, but it didn’t happen.

Not happy
| loved them,

but as long
as they

were @
happy,
| was
content.

but
They left, e nNot
andstill, |l ¢ / destroyed,
felt nothing. either.

® )
| thought to myself, “ltwasn’tas

. badas|thought
“Ididit. | | it would be.”
managed to resist it.” v

® That was arrogant. | still hadn’t known loneliness.

\
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® Then you came along.

® You cared about me,
you didn’t want to be
apartfromme. You
returned all of my feelings.

® We took care of each other
and tolerated many things.

-~ @ But | was there from the beginning.

| knew that all of the usual
romantic concepts weren’t real.

The nature of our existence defies
them all on a fundamental level.

For example, no one stays together forever. ®

® But | knew that once
| tasted the experience

of really
® being
with someone

for the first
time

® | wouldn’tbe
able to bear my existence
without it ever again.
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But just like | had done
in the beginning, even
though | knewitwas @
wrong, | did it anyway.

And for a time, | felt
like | could doit. Things
wentwell. @

a
| was sick of being alone.

4

® But then you started drinking so much

| 4 / | ;'/
N

\

(
-
\
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I relied entirelyor
youformyp
mind. That\

have s
make

| did’ [
was

you didn’
me. ®

admired so many

£l :
/ things about you, and

coveted your
companionship

\ 7 _because of them. |
—_ You were kind and
gentle, not just from

your nature, but
because you knew it
- wasthewaytobe.]
— ]

/__,-Yoii had an ethical
conscience. All mortals
have that, but you were

the one who came
along and had the
patience to teach me.
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Your independence was something | had

never encountered either. You thought @
for yourself, made your own decisions.

You obeyed me only, | knew, if you
agreed with what | had said. @

® | didn’trealize how much that
meant to me until | saw you drunk.

The person | thought
| admired so much
became something
alientome. @

Instead of you, a
slobbering, useless,
witless stand-in.®

® You wouldn’tdo what
| said without a fight

® but you were slavishly devoted
to adrug.
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| was responsible, too. @
Rae and | were hurting you,
your work was hurting you.

Itwasn’t as if you lacked
reason to drink.

So | blamed myself and tried
to turn a blind eye.

You seemed in control. You'd getup and go
to work in the morning, after all.

| told myself
| didn’t mind.

| told myself | didn't
mind thousands of
times.
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| was prepared to disappoint myself, but | wasn't prepared to be
disappointed by the one | loved. | was prepared for you to leave
me because | wasn't good enough for you. @

But you abandoned me by
drinking. Youabandoned @
everything, especially yourself.

Disillusionment?
Isthateven @
enough of

a word?

I should have been
forgiving you, helping you.

By then |l k

You needed my help. 4 i::gmgfl:vwrzz

bad, so | doubted
ljust blamed myself everything
some more. In place of Elon when you E ord
faith, which I didn’teven
know of, | had my lies, R e uDte v
[y, convictions. | sneered inwardly at

your every lovely gesture.
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Yt
| found myself loathing
everythmg about you

\ % | For the firsttime

| understood what
my brothers had
feltaboutme. @

| |

I was always awake with |
insomnia. | hated your
peacefully slumbering face.
| hated how you’d made me
take backseat to an /;
inanimate object.

Butl wasn’t worried
about actually doing
anything. | was the
cowardly one, the one
who always turned
my cheek. ®

| wouldn’t hurt you.
| couldn’t. | didn’t have
the nerve. ®



® about
itall.

o
Nerve
has
nothing
todo
with it.

°
Infact, it’s
asupreme
state of
numbness,

‘uonpiadsap e

and
fear.

And
you
know
what
was
the
worst

709

thing?
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In those moments

after I’d cracked
your skull e
with the
flat of the
shovel

® | enjoyeda
total detachment
from reality.

All my troubles
disappeared.

<Lt
WAl
Wi

° ) / /
For a few
seconds

| feltfree.

e Itwas the most
wonderful feeling

| have ever had,
before or since.




Sothat's |
why you
wouldn’t
talk aboutiit. \

It felt that




Afterwards was a different story.
I shook so much, | thought | would
just...crumble away.

4
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| was so disoriented, |
literally went through
the house calling your
name,

notyet sure
whether | had
justimagineditall/

Of course it felt good. Why did you think
violence was wrong, Cal? Because it
feelsterrible for the aggressor?

You're elemental of death, Cal. How many
\_ lives have passed through your hands?

How many were murdered by their spouses?
How many were murder-suicides?

Crimes of passion happen.
Couples do horrible things to
each other. We're not unique,
we just can’t die. Okay?

A

< Yiolence is seductive. Everyone
forgets that.

™ But not you, now, huh?

T

No. No.

No, I didn’t. | just...

| didn’t know it would

feel that way. Didn’t

know if it was that

way for everyone.
~N




\Stop pawing
at your face.

That being said, thank
you for telling me.
Consider your half J
of the deal fulfilled.

A

713

I'm sorry for hurting you
with my drinking. I forgive you.

N | I'msorry | tried
L to murder you.

That’s okay.

What now?

N

I dunno. It's a lotto take in. We
should make a plan.
/ But what about...?
~

The world
hasn’t ended
L~ yet, Cal.
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To start with,
what do you
want from
~A me?

Want from
<< you...?

—7

We've been talking
about the past, but
you can’t feel the
same now.

-7

What do you
want now?

Idon’t...Well, | would like
itifyoucame home. | don't
want to control you or
anything, butif | knew you
were home at night, it'd

ease my mind. \

That’s all you want? For
me to live at home?

Ve

Of course.
And for you 7
to stop drinking.

Iwillalwaysbean _
alcoholic.

Even as a mortal, | was
probably adrunk. It'sa -
part of me that will never,
ever go away.

If you're going to help &
me,

< butyou're incredibly
old fashioned.

N Okay, no more gas
stations for me. I'll
come home.

you'll be
helping

/ - foralongtime.
- .
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| can’t promise | won’t ever
drink again because that'’s

not realistic. — Butitstill feels hypocritical

for me to say this.

Cal, youcan’tever hurt
anyone like that again,
ever. There’s no quarter
here.

Not me, not anyone.
Don’t promise me;
promise yourself.

| promise. —

[

Il neverdoubtmy _, ||
ability to hurt others
again.

Fern, after that day, | felt
like I'd lost something
I'd had inside.

It's nota bad thing, —
really. Just disturbing.

/|

\

/ Almost asif I'd had this \
deep wound forever, \

but it had only just
R ~ then been exposed
" to the air.
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It'll be all right.




Fern?

Yeah?

Do you ever wish that
we were innocent again?

That none of this had
ever happened?

y

What, so we could do it all over again?
I don’t think so.

Innocence is overrated.
Bt

<_ Yes.ltis.

717






YES.

How DO | LOOK?
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Star mouth...

SORRY. W /. 1

| CANT SEE | "OQ f‘

MYSELF. \\, '\

THESE LINES \-\ - A\

ARE SO HARD L\ \

T0 CONTROL. \\ \ -

’

l‘ (

‘1
A‘

L.
IS/

|

Well uh. You
look different.

Very different.

| HAVENT BEEN X, :
ABLE T0 REMEMBER f\\ '/ ) MUCH LESS ESTABLISH

WHAT | LOOKED 4\ "\t AFORM FOR MYSELF
LIKE . , TO TAKE

| CANNOT GRASP
ANYTHING OF MYSELF.

] _

That's fine, Rhodes. —

We don’t care what you look likeT7




Isittrue, Rhodes? Did you kidnap c /
Ell? Are you using time to destroy
Faidia?

\

ITISA
MERCY
KILLING.

EASE YOUR PASSAGE TO
b, THIS PLACE.

| WANTED YOUR OPINION FIRST. A ' -
GO

If you really believe that,
why did you allow me to ‘
come here? \
| DID NOT JUST ALLOW IT,
| DID WHAT | COULD TO



Are you

— sureit's
my opinion
you want,
Rhodes?

e

Let me quess.
Aside fromyou,
I’'m the last
Arducian, and
you expect me
to want revenge.
You expect me
to agree.

You can forget about that.
I've already seen one world destroyed.
You'd have to be insane to think I'd

ever want to see such a thing ever again.

YOU WOULD HOT

HAVE TO SEE IT!

YOU HAVE NOT

HEARD MY TERMS!

| WILL SEND YOU

AND YOUR FRIEND TO
ANOTHER WORLD,
WHERE YOU COULD LIVE
HAPPILY.

722
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What about Faidia,
Rhodes? N

DESTROY IT.

AND STARTA 8

BRAND NEW WORLD.2”
55 ( / w
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Oh, but Rhodes. We know you
can’tdo that.

\ 'J '

“\' »
N L\
W)\ \

S You expect to destroy Faidia and survive to
create another world to replace it? Can you
wrench an ancient tree from the soil without
killing it? You are mextncably entangled
with Faidia, Rhodes

S =

o=

Those may have
been your plans
at one time, but
everything has
changed, hasn’t
W it?

\J

%.

This world is you.
If you destroy it,
you destroy

yourself. : K/

You'lldoit .

anyway, won't A )

you? v

You really think you can o ’ You'd
delete everything and no ) ) rather not
one will ever know what A ’r 4 existthan
happened here - /‘ y faceit.

But I'll know what you did,
Rhodes, and though you let me
live so | could justify your cow-
//,ardice attheend, Iwon'tdoit.

/ 4
ﬂ\ <%
N i

= You'llhave to kill
me, because |

refuse.

>

N




| NEED SOMEONE TO TELL

kill millions of ¢
people, an
entire planet! ’

The elementals have
struggled so hard--




“WHY SHOULD I\l
/NOT KILL THEM?! T

THEY MURDERED GOD!
IT ALL ENDS HERE, 4
WITH ME! THEY
DESER‘VE AHHIHILATIIOH!



727

Do youeven
know who "they"
is, Rhodes? You
don't know what
you're destroy- ~
ing. Look at you.
You can barely /
hold yourself [/ }
together. L :
Your conscious-
ness erodes with
every passing
moment.

You have no IDEA what

| % you're destroying. This
world may have sprung
from your mind, butdo
you know all the minds
now within it?

=74 Q:

4
71 KNOW ENOUG
B\ - o

/
-

How many wiwens
with worlds of their
ownare livingon =
Faidia right now,
Rhodes? Had you
taken thatinto ac-
count? How many
worlds will you
destroy without
meaning to, like
dominoes, falling
into space, maybe
infinitely.
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You situp here in your white tower as
some morally superior force. But you
can'trighteously destroy something
when you don't know the width and
berth of it.

That's why it's wrong, Rhodes. You don't
kill because you cannot possibly know
whatitis you arekilling, and you can't

take it back.

Destroying lives means you have let
your ignorance run loose, notyour
reason.

This entire world may have sprung from
your mind, Rhodes, but the truth is, any
mortal can stand toe to toe with you.

You can'tdeny them the rightto live.
They have just as much a right as you do.

N

>

=

-

D
4
{



You may think you’re mortally
justified in destroying this world.

Butalllseeis

an arrogant coward,
presuming to know
what he cannot.

/

A sadistic child, crushing ants.
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v \ THE ARDUCIAN ELEMENTALS DID
NOT HARM OTHERS. SUTIYENNER TOLD ME.

You seriously think he was telling
you the truth, Rhodes?

U : .

UM. L T A\
\ y /f‘_

N7
‘ '\ S

\ <
- w1 I/
\E_ Here’'s a question.
& How old were the
1 —_ Arducian elementals?

\ YEARS OLD
W)
\al)) /

Maybe that’s why

the Faidian

elementals are
so imperfect.
They're still
very young.
They need time

to grow up.
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WHAT WOULD),
YOU HAVE ME/

What's more...
Maybe the best

2 thingwe cando
for Arduc now is
learn fromiit.

Letgo, Rhodes. ~.

Your punishment
is worse than the
crime. People can
be trusted to
behave decently,
if you’ll only let
them alone.

7

7

\’ R /|

If they can’t make their os)vn lives
work, then no one can. It's not your
responsibility to shove them around.

e

What did the Arducian
elementals do that made
their world work?

i A COMPROMISE.
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LET ME GUESS. YOU STOPPED
HEARING, SEEING AND
FEELING NOT LONG AGO.

THAT IS BECAUSE TIME HAS
SLOWED DOWN SO MUCH

YOUR NERVE IMPULSES
HAVE SLOWED TO A
CRAWL.

JUST HOLD ON.
IT SHOULD BE
FINE AGAIN IN
A MOMENT.
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THERE.

BETTER?

)

- sheallright?

| WILL LET HER GO
IN A SHORT TIME.
FIRST, | HAVE SOME-
THING TO TELL YOU.




THROUGH THE EFFORTS WHY ARE YOU LOOKING
OF MORSE AND I AT ME LIKE THAT?

ABELARDE,
ARE YOU
| HAVE BEEN LISTENING?
CONVINCED TO  §
SPARE FAIDIA, )\

You didn't I
keep Ell
anywhere
scary, did
you? She’s
very delicate.

et

b

J -
——

BUTIHAVE \ [

coNDITIONS. W
SHE IS JUST FINE. SHE HAS SPENT THIS
ENTIRE TIME FROLICKING IN A MEADOW,
OBLIVIOUS TO THE FATE OF THE WORLD

AND A GOOD DEAL HAPPIER THAN
ANY OF YOU.

NOW LISTEN UP.

THE ARDUCIAN ELEMENTALS LIVED IN SECRET.
THE MORTALS IN THEIR CHARGE WERE
UNAWARE OF THEIR EXISTENCE. THEY HAD
CONCLUDED, AFTER A LONG TIME, THAT IT
WAS AGAINST NATURE FOR IMMORTALS TO
MINGLE WITH MORTALS.

OH FOR THE LOVE OF-

/‘ L

30...THEY WENT UNDERGROUND. THIS IS WHAT
| WANT YOU TO DO AS WELL,
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CRUCIALLY, IT WILL FORCE
Underground... YOU ELEMENTALS TO ACTUALLY

What purpose would MAKE YOUR RELATIONSHIPS

WORK, INSTEAD OF USING
2 '
thatserves “ MORTALS LIKE SOME SORT OF

EMOTIONAL BACKUP
)

—

SEVERAL. 2 AND THEN
AN END TO YR GETTING
THE POLITICAL \ THEM
CONFLICT WITH 2 KILLED.
THE FREE PEOPLE. \y

\ LA

A, Point taken. =
\ ]

YOU AND YOUR BROTHERS, LEM ESPECIALLY, HAVE WASTED MUCH
ON YOUR CONTINUED DESIRE TO BE MORTALS WITH BENEFITS.

YOU ARE NOT MORTALS WITH BENEFITS, YOU ARE A COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT ENTITY, AND YOUR PERSONAL MEDDLING IN MORTAL
AFFAIRS IS UNACCEPTABLE. HOLD TO YOUR OWN ELEMENTS AND
UNDERSTAND YOURSELVES BETTER.

IT HARDLY WARRANTS MENTIONING, BUT A FURTHER CONDITION
i IS THAT YOU NEVER USE THE WIWEN SYSTEM FOR HARM EVER
A

GAIN. IF ANYTHING, | WANT YOU TO MONITOR IT FOR MISUSE.

N

S0 =/ |AMTELLING YOU THIS 7
ESTABLISH A POLICY OF —
NON-INTERFERENCE - S
WITH THE MORTALS. e — {. |
THE SPECIFICS _
| LEAVE TO YOU. BECAUSE OUT OF ALL THE OTHERS,
< , YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THE MOST

\( : CLEARLY WHY THIS IS NECESSARY.
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YOU ARE THEIR
LEADER. THEY
LOVE AND
TRUST You.

| FIND | TRUST
YOU T00. You
DID COME TO GET
ME, AFTER ALL.

/

A\
' But Rhodes...
What will you do?

| HAVE ONLY ONE USE LEFT.
ACCORDING TO MORSE, ANYWAY,
BUT SHE IS RIGHT. | WILL DIE.

Who is going
towatch us

then? You trust
us that much?>

NOT THAT MUCH.
| HAVE ALREADY
MADE ARRANGEMENTS.

THERE WILL ALWAYS
BE SOMEONE WATCHING.

|
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SPEAKING OF WHICH, IT IS TIME FOR ME TO TAKE OFF.

Wait, Rhodes!
Istillneedto .
ask so many-

IT WILL BE FINE. YOU WILL
FIGURE OUT WHAT TO DO.
ELL CAN RESTORE THE
TOWER DENIZENS.
GOODBYE.
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I‘ve been out of commission
for awhile. | hope nothing =
terrible has happened.

N....no, notreally.

It’s going to be fine.

N\

Come on, let’s get the others
and I'll explain. \/

We have a lot of work ahead of us.

N\




