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FIVE
THOUSAND
YEARS
AGO

Ugh, it's a homely creature.

Bultwhatisit?

One of mine... but Mother made itinto something else. '

who is qbing to take responsibility for it?
Mother made it for me, I'm sure of it, 5 ~

" You couldn't even control it.
Cal was the one who caughtit,

If this creature Is another elemental, - 'l't"il run away
I'm the one who should educate It, not . frm vou, and do more:

him. “.damage.




Cal Isthe only one who can keep this thing under control... for now, he'll keep It.

Thisls atemporary arrangement, right?

Why do you want it?

Well, don't you? It's something Interesting to play with, at the very least.

«es Cal, will you take It?

K
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Well, if you're not
going totalk, I'N
just have to find
my way bock
myself. N

What's the
big idea,
kidnapping
me like this?
| haven't
got anything
you'd want.
Wedon't
have any
money.

C'mon! Speak
up!

Look, mister, we're not

£ gonna gel anyplace i you're
just gonna sit there. | asked
you a QUESTION.

What the HELL is going on
here? One second I'm
walking home and the next
I'm == I'm|dont KNOW
where. Could you tell

me whal the hell is

going on?

ol — it 7

e S s

| have a family'
o take care of,
you know.

3
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It'sgoing to be VERY entertaining shoving the events

of the past few days down your throat. I'll enjoy
watching you see your pathetic little life crushed down
to nothing knowing you were fully responsible for

)
. WHENITELLYOUTODO
SOMETHING, YOUDOIT.
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Don't pretend you care. You're no longer the man you think
you are. The man who loved those people Isdead.

killed them,
and you will
live forever.

The Sun cursed you because -7
you refused to cooperate.

Though | doubt she would have done
something much kinder if you had
acquiesced. She hasafondness

for playing with her toys.

7

Afterthat, you proceeded to go

rather mad. You lost control of

your powers and burned the entire

countryside around you within

a 100 mile radius, and would have

ruined more, If  hadn'tarrived to

stop you. Tsktsk. Lemanerialis VERY

displeased with your behavior.

| will have to teach you how to control
your powers,

You gave me atime of it, you know. |
hadto break every bone in your body before you

gave in. Your little hissy fit left a crater on the planet.
It was quite an inferno you summoned.

In fact, Ithink that's what I'll call you.
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There you

Kitty, are you in here?
Y gt are, kitty..

7

You haven't been fighting with
the others, have you?

That'sgood..tha¥sa
good kitty...

You're myfriend, aren't you,

ity?
Kitty? Y
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Sorrytointerrupt. But | need

to ask you a question. all..all right..?

V

I've gathered We stilitell
that you're 7 alotof old
elemental stories about
ofdeath. f you and Life.

Soyou're Death..it's
< Justmy luck, isn'tit?
Death...

- A ...Oh..oh..that’s
| want you to answer all you wanted
me this straight. Don't ‘ toknow? .\
..feed me any bulishit.
Justdon't.

They'refine..

the dead only

remember

what they

wantto 7

remember.

They feel happy \
My family... are right now. They ' suna ey
they all right now? probably only reachthe
Did they havealot ll remember good SrECER mam
of pain? Do they things. of their

happiness,
remember what .
1 did? \\ they'll fade out

and goto sleep.
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That's...that's good.. really good.. Soum.. You... killallthese animals
( yourselfas a mode of relaxation, or what?
| find them... while walking.
~\

Uhh.. wouldn't it be a lot

more pleasant to keep living ones?
They wouldn't smell so bad..

and they'd last longer. And

you know..they'd be alive.

You know.. we could clean the place
up a bit, stick In some lights, get the
furnace fired up...a coupla melceys..
you'd have anice

pad going here.

living
. things
are scared A

/
well, I'm sure there's gotta
be a few out there who'd \

like you, eh? y— A

of me. They
run oway.

That'sanother
thing. Why don't
you have any
furniture?

...Imoved here when
my brothersleft...

There didn't seem

to be much of a point..
todoalotofthings..
once they were gone.
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What happensto me now?
L ¥

\
()

\'

Do lhavetobe
‘aligned”?

' Doesn't sound
like funto me.

well..you're
the first of
your kind..
butlI'vedone
some research
into what
youare..

If you're not aligned..we can't control

you.
You were created to be

a servant of the first born
elementals.. One ofus
will be your master once
you've been aligned.

Which isa second generation
elemental. Amortal who
becomesan immortal.
Right now, however, you
are specificallya “raw" or
maverick elemental..you're
not aligned with any of the
existing branches.

Oh man, you've
gotta be kidding me.
. NOBODY'S my
master. | pity the
guy whotriesto lord
itover me.Noway.
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Looks like Death has
made a friend.

HEY! Don't you know
you're not welcome here?!

Sheez..people inthisplace
have ISSUES...

N

N

Just keep walking.
They're afraid.

! y
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< What'sthe

matter? you finding me

this coat, but ™

| need other ™
Thisisthe

market..they

yvellatmelif

| come in here.

v
well, I'msorry,
Cal, but | need
clothes... You know, the basics. Exotic

© 03 Mjanda www.arborwin.com

Allright...
but please
don't leave
me alone..

V

underpants, 10 oollon cowboy N

L

b myr o~
\Course | won l'J ‘

Hey, there's a lot of nice things
here. You should look, too.

Isthere a problem? | should say so. Your
patronage Isn't welcome
here. Now kindly get out
before | call the Guard.

Hey, you! Ithought | told
you to stay out of here
yearsago!

N

Listen up, you stupid BITCH. We're elementals.
We may not be your preferred BRAND of
eclementals, but we ot least deserve the
quality of treatment you'd give to any SLUG.
So if you please, we would like 1o get what
we want from here in exchange forour
MONLEY, which is os good as anybody else’s,

if not belter, because we're not arrogant
TWATS like you are. Now if you'll excuse us.
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That.. that was amazing.. but d'you think you
werea littletoo
harsh on her?

oy

Pfft. What goes around, comes
around. Maybe she'll be

civil to people now that some -
one actually stood up to her.

' . It's my brother's favorite
. Nice elevator. | get the feeling y
i = color. V
i the meme\\here is"green. Your brother,

o
M.M-AL

A\
AV
\? p*

‘shiiiiircinerereererecerrer® “,
[

It's GOOD
to see you!
What have
you been
upto? We
never talk!
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L-lem -~ Ithought -~ you Yes, It's good to see you, Cal!
Give me a hug! know LVOU still hated And YOU! YOU must be our
N new fire elemental! I'm Lemanerial,
~ \ elemental of life. It's most
' excellent to meet you at last.

Please! Don't
be mistaken!

Please, walk with me a little!

™
, I'vetried my best
to provide him
with support. He can
be extremely
stubborn and
independant. He's
refused all my offers!
I'm going to make
another attempt to
help him during your
visit here today.

“ A
Knowing how you neglect

your older brother, you're not
really what | expected.
| o

A

Ohreally? -

4 Well. What

I'm aware of his e would you
mental problems.. sayto

I'm sorry that we've A A alternative
hadto leave you 4 ! living

alone with him. arrangements?
He canbe quite | v

trying. 4

4

7
Mm. | should
say so.



A
The city
Is settliingdown
for the night...

Isn't it beautiful In the
sunset?

It's not so much

my doing. The

people
created
this

city...
The

millions of
people who
wanted to
build a

place where
they were sure
to live forever
in happiness,

protected, safe,

surrounded by
beauty.
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I'ido
anything
lcanto
maintain
their

f/ quality of
life.

S——

P — 8 o e O~
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o hadeld 'S X - 4 !was hoping, perhaps, you might choose to help me. My brother Is very sick .. and although

« " he lacks minlons, and | have many, | belleve you would have more to accomplish here.
You also might be happier. | would glve you your own quarters in the highest level of
the city, adjacent to my own. You could live as you choose, assist me with projects,
use your powers to support the greater good. Cal has his own projedts... butunder
*t‘ him, the work will not be as fulfiiling. You might as well make the best of this sad situation.

But..Caland |
have already..
L~

Cal Is surrounded by
death. He IS death,
Itsdarkness

moveslike a .l
cloud around him.

He Is mentally unstable,
and lives in an empty
house.Helsbareofall
mortal interests.

Think on it. | know a good part of you still clings to the
mortal life. Thisisthe only place where Immortals and mortals

can live happlly, side by side.

1t will
make the
transition
far easler
for you.



I'm surprised the
people inthe city
aren'tastolera
ofCalasyouare
you being their
leader and all.

Hm, well, that reflects some of our ..

dlsoqreemems inthe post
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is usedevenina

place that's supposed
to “unite"” all people.

All families
have an

It'stoo bad. Scapegoating

...Yes..of course
Well..Enough
aboutthat, let's
talk about you.

\ occasional

\ quarrel..

! Butthat's
over now.

< Ineedto

‘update’
the public
onhis

\ current

He wasn't
treated very
well today.

Ishould think you'll
start “updating” them
quite soon, especially

now that I'm goingto live here?

well, I'm nota mortal now,
am |. That, and | barely
remen\}ber my family.

’,""'

‘! | I1think it's remarkable how
you've come through the
trials of the past fewdays

| with flying colors. | would

™ have expected a mortal

"M to be laid up for quite some
time. !

And might | add, quite an

attractive one, at that.

Are you coming ontome?!

- Ahaha, very witty.

\\, Butyou don't give your
% self enough credit. Most
other people would've

“been screaming mad
by now. You shall make
' afine elemental.

Hoho! Of course
Sorrytodisappoint .4

you, but I'm NOT A
Qay. y I

But let's not

countour

neccos before |
). they're hatched,

, ;( hmm? Come, the
| { U~fotherswillbe
/ wolllno for us.

'S Y

rlf/ Ak
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I'm.. I'm so glad you're not angry with me anymore,
Lem....
Cal...Don't
~ Maybe now we can tell me you
spend sometime fell for that.
together.. like N
we used to?

Look at yourself! You call yourselfan
Fell.. forit..? You elemental. You stink, your clothes haven't
were pretending? ) . been cleaned in ldon't know how long.
~\ ¢ You can't even speak
correctly.

Of course | was!
What makes you
think I'd ever
wantto spend

time with a disgusting
mess like you?

| wanted to get

Fern away from you,
and | succeeded.
He's notinterested
in staying with

you. Can't

say | blame him.
Who would want

to live with a broken
down mental case?

4

We're goingto have

a briefmeeting. You will
hand over the secondary
to me without resistance,
and then | expect you

to getout of here.

® 03 MJanda www.arborwin.com



A« b d l‘-»{,b.' what happened

. there?
k Gy, ~ What'dyou
. /A . SAYtohim?
/ |)|| / TN \
: // N

Bulishit!
' .~ 'Isawhis

You should get \ A\ [ /> expression,
inside. ; whatdid

Bastard. You lledto me, /1)
/ didn't you. = /I

You can foroe! about

our "deal.”

s

My offer was sincere.
iDon't be a fool. What,
you would rather live in
a broken down house
tha monster’ <

\ Monstersarean
Especlouy now since it's been ”~ || improvement over
established you're going tobe 2 ; llars. | can't trust
part ofthe Lemaneriallian branch. ‘ y
HeIsno longer any of your concern.

®03 MJondo WWW. orborwln com

You and your mercy
cangoto hell for >
alllcare.

It's a ridiculous thing to argue about.

Believe me, you'll be back.

Pray I'll still be In the same merciful
l frame of mind as | am now.
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-

what happened today..

It made you uncomfortable.
| lost control of myself after
Lemtold meto leave...

You shouldn't have had
todeal with it.

Thank you..

N

Thisls...quite
enjoyable, actually.
Very interesting.

See? lknew you'd like It.
Wait until you try this.

Well now, thisplace s starting we'll go get some
to shape up, eh? Got the electricity furniture tomorrow so
and heating goingtoday... -  wedon'thavetositon
- ~ the floor. A few licks
of paint., it'll be liveable.
¢ L T

2 Here's your
A\

)%/%.

\ How..? I've ..never eaten Hoo boy. That
( before. 7 Lexplainsa lot.

Justdo what | do. It'seasy. | |
Itilcometo you naturaily.

Idon't think

lessofaquy
/) just because
/(] he CRIES in
front of me..
hell, quite
A the opposite.

You havetogetit
outto move on,
hey? Itdoesn’t

do any good keeping
itin.

It smellslike... fuel.

rrmmm h
Kerosene. E caril e

you could call itthat...
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Lemdidn't pressthe issue today because | was
upset, but eventually he's going to want to hold
that meeting we were supposed to have had.
That was why May was there...I'mglad

you were ableto meet her. A

I'll explain itto your siblings tomorrow. I'm sure they'll
understand my point of view. Let's not talk anymore about
it ... you ‘'mentals seem to have such a dreary time of it.
You're more like a business than a family.

4

This meeting Isabout me, right? And all that aligning stuff?
There's not much to arque about. I'm not getting
‘aligned” to anybody.

Let'sget some sleep. Heh, look at you!
Get a little food In your belly and your
cheeksturnred asapples. Aslong

as you keep it up, you won't feel

so sick anymore!

N




‘&
/ It'd help if Lem'd at least

traln you messenger
neccos not to be scared
ofme -~ hey, giveme
that before you go!!







around 4 in the morning.

.wha? Jeez.. Cal..the sun's not even up yet.. what'sthe
problem...? \(

A ' yy/

That's enough sleep.

My PROBLEM isYOU
and your Incessant And ... and stop... being nice to me..
QUESTIONS. I'm not

accustomed to being
resisted. Just STOP It, ‘ \ Cal..you're...not making any sense..

"¢ STOPIT, It makes my / \ ‘ Ithought ... things were going well...
/ HEAD hurt, doyou ] )
. understand??

If you want to go some
where, I'll go willingly..
it'sno problem... |
wanttodolt, If you
want it, okay? Let

me get my coat.

Youwon't need It.

®03 Mlanda www.arborwin.com
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Not this ridiculous bullshit again. Do we really have to listen to
This meeting has officially bequn. this?
| would like to start this off by stating my profound and
hearty objection to aligning this elemental.
Lem, let him speak.

A

What if he choosesto

destroy our work, eh?

He'sfully capable of it. It

won'ttake long for him to leam.

To even consider setting him loose on
the world is sheer folly.

He's not ready. He may
never BE ready. To
align him would be to
destroy him.

/ Time Is exactly what we don't have.
If he MUST be aligned, at least give him enough He becomes more and more
time tounderstand and grow accustomed to incorporeal every day. Eventually
\V he will come to his full form with
out our assistance. The results
would be potentaily
catastrophic - - and out of our
control. Once he'suntangible
it'll be even more difficult to
align him. We need todo It NOW.

Fern.. please.
Shutup.
N\
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You realize thataligning an unwilling being Is one of the most excruciating experiences sustained by persons
of mortal origins. To force him Is cruel and unusual.

You don't know that for certain.

N

That's how It is with minions. Moranerial is certainly
stronger than most minions, but that only means

he'll live that much longer in agony.

To me, exposing him to THIS isthe “folly' Involved here.
His mind will most certainly be destroyed through

the alignment process. THEN he will be unstoppable.

~T
Not unstoppable. He will obey his
master.

~
Through torture. You know very well thisis

not the way to nurture a minion - - the same
should apply to a secondary, tenfold.

You're speaking asthough he'llbe
aligned to YOU. Alignment to my
side ofthe branch isa great deal
less stressful. He'll fit inthere.
Your powers assimilate victims
more painfully.

Ifhe'stobealigned atall, he's MINE. =

< No, he's MINE.
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Don't brag your mother loves you.She's
supposed to. v

7 //

| havethe sun's
approval. |
should receive
power over

y  the secondaries.

You STILL don't understand the position
you'rein,do you.

] And, by the way,
don't | have any
/ say inthis?

/s ‘I
| s'pose not. Noone's ", IX .
A )

condescended to /
the extent of informing
me of particulars.

Both of you calm down. It seemsto me that 1
as Moranerial loses his mortal aspects, Exactly!! That's
Well atleast he wil slowly go mad at any rate. So it whatF've been
you guysagree would be better to get all finished &"Y‘"Q‘o say!
on SOMEthIng.. 5 one clean stroke, and at the same

time be Iin control of the transition. Otherwise,

the situation could easlily spin out of our hands.
ysP But? What

but?
L

You'renot \
strongenoughto
control Moranerial, k
Lem. -

but his essence Is what I've harnessed You will still be capable of
to MAINTAIN it! | need his powers at exploiting his powers, even

MY disposal! And, AGAIN, | emphasize ifhe’sunder Cal'scontrol. »,
| doubt very much that

anymore secondaries will
be coming Cal's way. We
have to keep the chart
balanced. Fern Isthe first
secondary. |doubtany
proceeding him will be

as powerful.

W--~Whaddaya MEAN, not STRONG
enough!?! I NEED this elemental’s
. powers! | provide the spark of life, Thisisn'ta gift.
-\
Ve
i

that | have the sun's positive regard!

Calispractically DISOWNED
by our mother! He'sin no
position to recelve gifts like this!
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Thisjust.. amazes me. We're going Thisisthe only possible
to putthis... this WEAPON in the hands 2 solution, like it or Allhe'sinterested inisdestroying
- &8 of aderanged not. things.

v
Sobeit. That's what

he's here for.

Eventually, It will
satisfy all our
Interests.

Asmuch as | would
like todisbelieve it..
thisisthe only way.

Cal-~You're -~ you're going to let this happen to me?
How.. how can you...

It's not a matter of
choice. \




® 03 MJanda www.arborwin.com

Don't... make
it harder than
_ Italready is..

\ VBl
'\ Col..Cal PLEASE don't
|| dothisto me, please
\ don't- -~

N\

| Cal, youdon'twantto

Don't keep us waiting
here all day. ~\

well, come on,Cal. | dothisto me - you kna
The longer you sentimentalize | youdon't -~ Cal -
over itthe harder it'll be. (
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What the hellis

the matter with him?
Youdidn't
rematerialize him
just so he could lie
there like o rug.

£ He'sinshock. i)
And likely to remain

so for quite some time.

Well he'screepingmeout.I'm
out of here. | wish you joy of him.

May... May...
what have we
done...

Cal...it'libeallright
eventually...Don't
letittear you apart.

Rae doesn't
like him.

| know you still
have arrongements
forthe house.. 'l
9o make sure they
are finished within
afewdays.

well.. we'll
just.. havetodo
the best we can.




You're harder
tocarrythanl|
thought... —

T
| |
| ! .I
' es..good..I'shere. /| |/
I |
l | | l |
%], ]
| | |

- R
.
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Al,"‘_ll R}

Ok, all finished
here. Let'sblow

¥ SN
ATANN

J

A\ Ifn‘*Q A

\
W

Rl thispopsicle stand. )
TN




AAAUGHHH!

K N

What What isthat
NOISE -~ it won't STOP
it won't fucking STOP!!!

I was WILLING

to stay with you.

| WANTED to. | thought you were my friend -and |
wouldn't say that, only | know you've already
picked my brain. I'd be adamn foolto think | have
secretsany longer.
Why did you DO this to me?! You fucking BASTARD.
| don't WANT you in my head.
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< Fern!!

It's.. it's my heartbeat.. you'll be hearing
itall the time now.. It's part of you. It"ll

< getlessand lessloud as you become
accustomed to

FUCK you
and your heartbeat!

=N

You don't know how it feels .. .you don't know how it feels..

Every trivial secret.. every little personality flaw..
everything.. gone.
I'm nolonger a person. You don't know

how it feels...to have someone In your head.
~

>
/i
~

A/ f/l////;‘i
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| don't know what it's like?
|, of all people? If only
that were the case.

When haven't I?

when haven't | been some fragmentary fear in some mortal's
squirming brain? When haven't| been an ideatossed around,
mocked, feared, trodden upon, decelved, and Ignored? People
would rather pretend I didn't exist -~ If they say my name,
itaccompaniesa curse. Ifthey think of me, It's with loathing,

' disqust, and fear. | keep children up at night, | torment the elderly,
larrive tardy for the suffering, | am lusted after by the mentally lil.
You think | ENJOY being this? You think that | am PROUD that I will
always prevall, that | ENJOY destroying life?

You think I don't want to be part of life as much asanybody?

~

Drink this. It'll help.




Blegh! That's

DISGUSTING, not You're past the point of having
to mention to worry about the unsanitory.
unsanitary. You " //7 < Butifyoudon't wanttodrinkit,
don'treally you don't have to.

expect me to INGEST -

thisdo you?? |

v

well.. if you don’t want this.. < j Not hungry.

Okay then. e go vou)f?el well enough for some _V A
| pass. inner? lcan
P -\ try and make
- you some.
~ j

If l ever eatagain,
il | certainly won't
be doing it with
YOU. -

Are..
are you

sure? k




several months later...

Man. You look even
worse than last Vv
time | saw you. —~ '

Someone been
pounding you with
anugly stick?

Doesthishave anythingtodo
with how you now have three
secondaries of your own?

Maybe! Butl need

you to look it over

find any chinks forus \
to smooth out. So SN
how IS Fern, anyway?

You're optimistictoday.™

well, I'm exdited 71
about this! Ifthese i
things work, ‘
wewon't S

have to cast /;

spells every /”' 4

time wewant

toteleport

or whatever.

...trouble at home...

Well, have a seat. | want
you to look over these

Aaah, 7

~ Fern eh?
=7

My minionsand |
have been working
onthisprojectto A\
design special new

\ _crestis for elementals.

| don't really know. He still
hasmanicperiods.. Itry =
to help him through them..
but usually get bitten. He's
intractable. .Either he's

out wandering about who
knows-whereorhe's
shutup in hisroom.. ldon't
really come out either...

That's ... that's good! | mean uh..

§ ™\ Inelemental years, he'san infant.
Solifhe'sbehaving like a teenager,
he'scoming along quite speedily.

I'll have to take these home to look over,
but It seems like the principle ideas are
sound. Very interesting.

Terrific!

And thisway p'raps
you can designa
new heart for
yourself. That'll
feel good, eh?
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One more thing -~ come on, | have
something else to show you.




A

He wasfound behind anenergy ™
blast. No one knows where he came
from..but he's very powerful.

He'syour mtmor&/:/ -

Don’t you want
him for yourself?!
Youdon't have
any minions.
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No..he's
for you.

v
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Atumtable!

| haven't seen
one of these
Inages.

\ /1 '.l'

Feeling more &3 \ S \ [ \l’ ' |l~'
like myself v . / ' ’ ‘ 'l
‘ ( i Ll -‘“
o — e n
SRR / : N\ '“'

( ";:-\:"5, 5 )

N
" Wow.. He's bought
a lot of stuff. ™

Way to go, Cal.
Thisisreally neat

stuff. Have you
used any of this

Huh?
>

[ f 3 ;;o..no! )
yet? - _ . = | haven't. / \
'v l .l

Let'stry itoutthen!
Have a seat.
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Well.. From the pattern of
£ hisfur, Ithought Smoke
would be appropriate.

So have you
named

Heh..Fire and
. 1" smoke. Verynice.

e~

I'maveryactivelistener
lambothreadyandwilling
tohaveyoushareyour
thoughtswithmelfyouso
choose!!!!

I'm not going to apologize for a goddamn thing, I've
been through hell and | don't see a reason why |

should be sorry for ANYTHING. | don't need anyone's
forgiveness least of all YOURS, so I'm not going to, don't
expect meto.

Aslong aswe're stuck like thisand all we might as
well make the bestofit. I'm STILL meand I'm STILL

not some plece of MEAT that belongs to you crazy
fucks. But you and | should be friends goddamnit and

that's the end of it.

All right, unpleasant crap | can teach you. | have a bad
over with. Let'sdance.
You owe me a goodtime.

D-dance?! |l -~ I can't!
AY)

Thenwe'll ;.
dance slow.




Allright.. I'll lead..
Don't worry, It's not as hard

I'msorry!l! = It's okay...nobody hurt. That was fun.

Hahaha, oh
man, Cal. We're
dancing, not
tying our legs

in knots.

| dunno. Maybe
he feels stupid.

Maybe he
doesn't feel good

Well, thisisn't getting
dinner finished. I'll be
inthe kitchen.
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With yourlong
Iimbs you
would look
pretty good
dancing..you
just need
some practice.
Now just move
along with

me

What doesthis song mean, anyway?

Satellite of Love? Well, I'd say it was about
a jealous guy brooding. He doesn't

Qo out and do anything about it, though,
so the world passes him by.

=~
Y Why doesn't
>

he do something?

\




You'rethe oldest..
Despite Lem's
negative qualities,
he can tell
leadership
material when he
seesit...and when
he doesn't.

He thinks you can
keep them organ

lzed. \

| guess so. Though ldon't

feel much familiarity with them
they weren't forced into servitude,
werethey?

www.arborwin.com

.l ’;‘ | “ | ’

L

s

[ N —

Well, apparently

Lem wants you to

~ | meetup with the
. | ' othersecondaries=

Bulishit. I'm not leading

anybody. .

well.. In any case, it might
be fun for you to go meet
them. They sound like

an interesting bunch.

Once they meet me, | doubt they'll want
Z measaleader.
I'm not into the entire "teamwork" regime.

You may not enjoy it,

but they'll need you some
day. Don't walk away

without glving them a chance.

Hey! Aren't you going to eat?

so sick all of a
sudden..

No...I'm...
not feeling
very well.

Excuse me.




”/" You think I'm BUIN

. . Sia
It's ALL about YOU now, isif? ,

What about ME? I'm STUCK
in here, TRAPPED in your
bleeding crippled CRRCASS. \

/

l { /
Forced to listen to your SHIT |, |,

Tor endless years. I'm fucking |,

SICK of it, has it occurred to you
you're TIRESOME after awhile?!

Is that it?! Fine, just go

" off and have fun with your

new slut.

X

You'll come crawling back
when he rejects you. What makes
you think a fuck like him will
put up with you? Ugly, scrawny,
filthy little weirdo that you
are -~ it' no wonder we're al
S
\
You used to like me,
didn'tyou? —

Oh, are you going to CRY now?
I wish | had some GRASS in here.

| at least would have something else

to WATCH. Your whimpering
nauseates me.

If you want that ugly little redhead so much more than me, than
I'll get him for you. Il get him in such a way that you two

will never, ever be apart. Doesn't that sound romantic?

I'm a UERY good brother, wouldn't you say so? As long as
YOU'RE happy, everything’s just fine. | don't figure in. Rot at all.

-,

i 4 S )

= — e S ]

-

-~

7 ey

o Py L

-

!
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y;
/

Stop e please
stop e




© 03 Mlanda www.arborwin.com

A year later - Vivaneriallian . | - —
stronghold off the Arcar Sea _ ‘

Yeah. Sorry. I've been
lald up awhile.

w o  I'msogladyoucame --
. (< we were starting to get
\ worried you wouldn't
< be able to visit, yet again.

Seems like

you and the

other secondaries
have handled
yourselves just
fine.

We haven't
had too much
trouble-still,
itisagreat

¢ thing indeed
toatleast

. meetyou.

Ah, | see you brought your overnight bag. Splendid! | have a feast entirely planned
out -~ | hope you like seafood. Fola, Funa, and Ell arrived yesterday. My my, lcan't
walt to Introduce you to them!

eldest
secondary!
\ We've been
onthe edge of
our seats for
a year, walting
~_tomeetyou.
Welcome \
tomy home.

Ah! I'm sorry, Funa. It completely slipped my mind

inmy excitement.
Hello.

Yiv, don'tyouthink it's time you
brought Moranerial inside?
It's quite hot out here.

May | Iintroduce you, Moranerial,
to Funaner, elemental of earth.

We're all walting
inside.

Vivanerial,
elemental of water.
Please come Inside.
3 c \ -
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. - ) Oh, I'msorry.
Look, Fola! & =R : (‘ x I'm Ellioner,
Mr. Moranerial y ' X elemental of

is here! \

B 4

&

therels

umpy
XOId Fola.

f

\\ v

All right.
Where isa good
placetotalk? —

We havea lot

of business
totake care of,
and l'dlike -7
togetitfinished

qQuickly. Vivhas a room arranged. But first,

we were planning on some more
relaxing activities. The work
. \ cancome later, and we are
I Folanerial. Elemental of air. ; X &
. y v tired from our trip.

J

A stick inthe mud,
a layabout, a ditz,
and a jock. What
a sorry -looking
bunch youare.

And you re going
to live forever,

and I'm supposed
tobe “incharge.”

p This has gotto be
"y,
< 7 some sort of cosmic

\poke.

H...he doesn't like us!?
Well, you're - Why doesn't be like us?!
certainly ‘ ) Did 1 do something wrong??
welcometo 2
your own
L ©opinion!

ofwayisthat L /
tospeakto

~ beinvolved
anybody... ;

inthis
EITHER.

I've gotten
accustomed |
1o just saying Noneedtoquarrel.
what | have < Let's all have
iInmind. something to eat,
| can afford | and discuss
to be honest the matters at hand
these days. as Moranerial

Vg pleases.




© 03 Mlanda www .arborwin.com

Minion refuge? What exactly
do you mean by that?

™~

/ f

The law of the branches states that

minlons are subjectto thelr master's

" - \ every command. Frankly, inmost

/I (Tl - clvllized socletlesthis Is considered
All right. There are two major b 5 slavery. It 1Sslavery. THe least we
topics athand. The first1'd like can doisprovide a place where

. minions can take a rest from their
’O,Q? over isthe plans for a constant servitude -~ arefuge
minion refuge.

where elementals are not allowed.

\ .
Youtalk asthough the minions are the only -
ones enslaved. Why should we care about
the minions, when we ourselves are
suffering through the same difficulties?

. Excuse me, but If your only purpose in
talking Is to demonstrate your lgnorance
and apathy towards people who are in
equal or worse straltsthan you are,

.\\ then kindly keep your mouth shut.

/\

The treatment
giventousby
the primaries
Is far worse

Well, aside from gaining the primarles’
permission, and the cost of bullding, and the
design of a protection spell... itdoesn't
sound like such 3!\ unreasonable plan.

o

.I‘(/ "/ %

than what
most minions
experience.

The lack of privacy
for minions Is causing

a great deal of upset.

| like jt!

It sounds nice

for the minlonsto

have someplace

totake a break.

As of now, elementals
cantrack you down wher
ever yougo.

Fine then. Now that we 've
wasted 15 minutes on something

that should have been
inherently obvious,
let's move ontothe
subject of the crestils.

%

~.{\\'
| agree that we 100 are subject
to permanent servitude just as
they are... Unfortunately, there
Is no respite for us. But we can
at least help the others. It's
sheerly impractical from
a moral standpoint to allow
thisto continue. Standing

w= gside and doing nothing is

as monstrous as doing the act itself.

We're inuredtolt,
butthere are few
of us, and many
more minions. it
< will cause low
morale, evenan
uprising
. eventually if the
\ minions don't
have, at the very
least, a placeto
recuperate.
lagree
withthe plan.

™

If you would
allow me,
Moranerial,
| will take
over from
here.




that's
correct.

nically, |
won't be

speaking.
-~

=~ Justallow me to introduce
../ youto Bastian, a minion of Lem's
A whohas been the leading
researcher on the crestil
 designteam.

~.. Hehasfinished A

™\ the core crestil design,
and would like to speak
with us about what
wepersonally e
want N
from them. )

Ifany

of you have
any questions
or new
features you
would like
tosee inthe
crestils
before we
incant them,
please feel
freetotellme

/

I have a question.

QA
N

IS
Why, do youthink, more than any
other branch, the Callaneriallians
have pressed for crestil development?

The Lemaneriallion enthusiasm |s,
of course, unquestionable. Butfor
them, it's an entertalning

Issue of new technology. Above
everyone else, the Callaneriallians
have driven for this project to be
finished ever since it was first

put on the table.

Just idle curlousity. | was just wondering..
WHY exactly the Callanerialllans

are so interesting in acquiring the
powers the crestils possess,

whereas the rest of usare

content with waiting.

e
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Tl ‘T—I I'mafrald

“o " TN C 7 1 don't really
' & have any
—_thing on that,

~_ Mr Folanerial

')

It'sall right,
Bastlan.
Elemental
jostling.

Please continue
with your
presentation.

....You'renotgoingto
help me??? A
\: Nope! You
gettodoall
the work.




awhile later. @03 Mlanda www.arborwin.com
Well, that went well. Testing the waters like childrenona klnderoanen :

Atleast..| (— playground.... So immature.
 THINK It a0

\=7 .

. | Rtwasall nqm ' his nature, | 7 Ml never

¥ ljust wishFola i Isupooso {s understand
' wouldstop 4 - % 'w ) menT Tz

provoking Fern.

You have a leanand
hungry look.

If you wanna say
something, Fola,
hgve out and say it.

b 1%

The water
< gets
darkat
night,
doesn'tit,

Thingslike thisarent What does it matter
easily kept a secret, whether it'strue or
You're inspiring not?  ~y

a great deal of

pity .... and disgust.

After all, youDID

choose this

fate yourself.

Heh. Your
bluntness
Isadmirable.

wondering

ifthe ...

rumors that

have been _ |

going around A AN f 9.% So, will you )

have any e o/ honor me with N ! ( A

truth to them. ' )
/] i e ' Believe what you want. In

situations like these, the entire
problem isthatthere wasno
truth in the first place.




Why are you Interested, anyway?
Morbid humor? Do you want me to
tell you all the hideous detalls? Or
are you looking to offer false
sympathy?

N

Ifit'spity ¥

you want,

there are people
togiveit.fora
price. | may

be able to help
you.. n more

y Ourrellance Is not mutucxl.7

Ina sense, you OWEme,

Moranerial. Butlwon't

lingeronthat. Lemis

angry with you, but | can

still see your potential,

even in your present state

Why does Cal need that

crestil for you, Moranerial?

Is it because you are so often Injured, your physical bod
“Is becoming weaker and weaker? You need a more efficient

healingsystem. Where are those Injuries coming from?

N AR Ny
It's not a matter A
..\,4 S

yof weakness, \‘.;_e C
,but convenience. g
Pk fgiza
7 AN A L“.”,di
AR Do you really ;;
’ want to know? :‘
| could care less:}

fi by thistime 15
’ whether you |
0 knowornot. !
gy Therearefew ;!
K, . secretsaround!:!
e AN ere. LA

mlly, you' L p
are good at making}

L4

one feel fspecial. .~

/’ " l"‘l,;‘f

ZHOR

/ "0’4

TN

| spoke to you not "

really knowing what ’,'.'

abuses you've N

withstood in the

§ past few months. ’:‘\.

4 Youhavechanged ¥

agreatdeal...that = %

.
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LET there be notrust between us, then.
vV
© _ I'mnotinter
ested in your

<
ustasLem

X was.

)'. \ Wealready
\have a bit
yofa...
relationship,
don'twe?
Youare fire
lamalr.
Yourelyon
me already.
We affect
each other.

‘b ’ ' Transformations happen so quickly,
/ you are a new person before you even
Y
' N\
( 12/
', ,f'
| Ithought..l 7

knew Cal. Ididn't.
It was a humbling n
He..cut me apart.

experience.

Dissected me.
That's the simple 7 Like oneof his
side of it. The dead animals.
other side... well, it's No anaesthetic,
simple, butfeels just tied, cut apart,
Idiotic to say. pinned down,

likeafrogina |

laboratory pan.

I trusted him,
that was what
I received in




@b3 Mlondc; WWW. arborwln com

Heh. No kidding.
If youhaven't
noticed, ALL
ofusarealittle
crazy. Wetry
tokeep ittoour
selves... | think
Cal hasbeen
tryingtodo
that for quite

\ some time, but

~he'sfalling. A
\blo fat lesson
forusall.

wWell, anyway.

I'm leaving

You're not staying
for the weekend?
; e J

... No ..Ichanged :
my mind. This should

—| give you all a good
4 opportunity to gossip,

hmm?




You know, most depressed people
DON'T cut their hands and noses off
when they feel down. They write bad
poetry and wear black. But OH, not you,
you just HAD to be a rebel.

tome..to -\
yourself...
\

Ididn'ttell
Fola the
worst thing

Whendid lgo
wrong...?
Ithought...

I thought we |
were okay, |

A

One

‘ Why.. why Cal? /h [ ru A
», You Ignore me. You're too i 4 = s J way or
busy talking to yourself. X SHER S0 L VORI another... beat this.
R T T — tell me what's wrong?

®03 Mlanda www.arborwin.com
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Maybe ...you're
even...with ...
HIM..

And why
< not? Why
talktome
when you
have him?

*snrk*

Cal... please...talk 1o
me... dont lecave me
locked alone in here...
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Allright, all
right.

What took you
so long?

| was asleep. NO! You come Idon't have ANYthing
Ineed... I need when | WANT — inhere! You're my
time to myself = you to come! only window tothe
everyday, =~ What sort of world!

Rae..please.. . brother are you?!

You taught me,
you're supposed to
sacrifice forthe
onesyou love!

yes..

yes, | did

teach you
" that,

didn't

L

v

If youdon't h
start spending more time with me, ’-\_’/\_
I'll send you nightmares again. <,
Don't think | won't
dolt, either.

Allright.. .l'll stay..
I'litell you a story,
until you go to sleep,
okay? v
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I....lwaswondering if | could..
talk to you.

May | come In?

| ... know it doesn't mean any
thing 1o you.. after what | did.
But | promise not to hurt you.

Comeonin
it'syour
house, after
all.




Oh!' I'm...I'm
doing the wrong
thing! Don't tell
me .. lremember
what youtold me..

’\ 3
Yes, Cal... But you have got
tobe the craziest man |'ve
ever met.. you've already
seenme naked on several
occasions. You can't make
up for that by being
excessively polite now.

| see your nose and
hand grew back.
How's that wound
on your chest?

I put a bandage
~<onit.

I guess

| would like
7~ totrustyou

again. That

might make

me happy.

<

~N
What's that
from, anyway?

I...l1diditto myself.
Awhile ago.
~
Youmight
wantto stop
that sometime,
Cal. #

I know.7
Fern?

How..how do I make
you feel good again?
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TS
D

v.’ ’ Vel ™
MY

It'srude 1o look at someone naked, right?

Here is atowel. | promise not to look at you

naked, eventhough lwantto. Am | doing the right
NS

thing?

Well..ljust.. |
just want to make
itupto you, Fern.. '

Butl havethe
feeling that's
going to be
difficult.
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Yourenota
bad man, Fern..
You have noth
Ing to hide...

<

Anyway, | don't know
how | can trust you
now that you can
read everything in my

| don't understand what TROUBLES
you, Fern! | found out, from making
you an elemental, that you return my
affections! How can that

be a bad thing?

Why did you

keep It a secret,

what could be the use

of that?

Let's just be HAPPY

we'retogether!

If you want a lesson Cal, here's
one: Don't PRESUME totell ANYONE
what thelr FEELINGS are.
You TRESPASSED into a
sacred space - - yes, SACRED!
I'm just like any other person,
and that means | have the
RIGHT to my own
THOUGHTS and
FEELINGS.

I have the RIGHT to v

WORK OUT those

feelings before
CHOOSING to EXPRESS ;
them onmyowntime, .~
of my own WILL!

How DARE you, /1

Cal, how DARE you.

= Maybe | need
the comfort of
having these
few inchesof
space inside

the PRINCIPLE of
the thing!

How dare you.

4

Just..
justdon't
talkto me.

v
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A7

Why must you \

be so DIFFICULT?!

Can'tyousee

I'm TRYING to appease

you?! Doesn't that mean ANYTHING
to you?!

Youre -~ you're sucha MORTAL!

Maybe because | still WANT

1o be mortal. This WASNT BETRAYED?? | didthe best
my cholce, If you remember. | could under the

I TOLD you what | wanted clrcumstances. You seem
and you STABBED me inthe unable to APPRECIATE
BACK, Cal! You BETRAYED that, you UNGRATEFUL
me! What'd | doto DESERVE little

Appreciate?? APPRECIATE? How can you use
that word?! Why would | appreciate being
played with like a toy?! You lured my into
your den and tore me to pleces like
anangler fish! And then you tell me you

LIKE me? You want me to be HAPPY?

What the HELL Is wrong with you?

That’s a thing He looks weak. But get

you should him pissed off enough,
and he hits like a ton
of bricks.

Itried to do it your way, and it STILL wasn't enough to satisfy
you. To be quite frank, | don't think you KNOW what you want

~7

You BELONG 1o me. | OWN you.
I'lldo as | damn well please

with you, and you i take it

and LIKE it. When | tell you

to want me, you WILL want me.
Now say it. Say "l want you, Cal.”
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Goto hell.

I'm glving you
one more chance.




90(»\ jow s\n-b‘)' jowuu\awf...f)ou worndes
-—i'\.(bursb\ awd\q\/\uz&.-.,

I ‘a»«/f\&/s ‘\ow SWé I+ Ond
do hoyex,

Awgh. Fuck. | faint
more oftenthana
chick in a Victorian

/ - novel. My head hurts.

)
2
bl f
P \

\

\

/

2 How long have
?, B (Z | been out?
You didn't faint. Cal gave you - :
something to make you S\ 4_Fuck...now
sleep while you healed. he just "turns
e I gD . " me off" when he

5 wanted time. He'sbeen. - o
> holed up In hisroom

¢ ldidn't have a choice.

ButI'mgladI'm
your minion.

Ohcriminy...you

big furkball... you . 74
were worrled /

aboutme.. -
ljustdon't know.

What are )
wegolngto =
do, Smoke?

>
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Yes..come In,
please..

Smoke sald
you wanted
tosee me.

Yes..|'ve beenreadingalot...
vV

I've also.. been thinking quite
a bit about what you said...
About reading your thoughts..
I think I've worked out a solution that
will work for both of us ... So Ittook you how many

monthsto work this out?
And allthe time, | was
convenlently bed ridden.
How nice for you.

v

\

But..
please..

 Just
| deserve < hearme

your scorn. out.
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Once you get accustomed
toit, you should be

able to do a variety of
interesting things with it..
I've been using mine,
and they work very well..

~

Acrestil, eh? Gee, this should
~ c be even more fun
‘ for you then. You
canmaulme as
much as you please,
and hey presto,
well.. to start off.. ‘ “ I'm ready for another
Here's your crestil. ‘ round a minute
\ later.
—t ‘ .
My crestil's

abox?

No. It'sthe jewel
inside. It still needs

< tobe setin some

thing... so you

don'tlose Ididn't

ENJOY
hurting

If I didn’t know any ‘ And why not?

better, I'd think Seeing what
you were intentionally your REAL

tryingto provoke me opinionofmels,

to make me lose my temper I need to figure out
aqgain... where | stand.
| have every
right to test
the waters.

You'realiar.
Ugh, thisisawaste >
oftime. I'mout of here.

Don't TOUCH
mel Don't EVER
touch me again!
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WL\“\‘Y N e Idou\')?_
Thawg Aok wh

-

A

And here we

¥ are.l've

| spread the
diseaseto
you. l've
made you
afraid, as
lam afraid.

... I'snever going to stop. | can't
stop It from coming out. Every shred
of my rationality screams whenever
ittakesastep...butl can't
stop it. Can't stop it...

Somebody hurtme ...
and | was weak, foolish
enoughto let it rotand fester..
to let it passthrough me unto
others. I'm a coward, Fern.
This was never your fault.
it's...It'stoo late, Fern.
You're so perfect..
Heh..look.. holding Even your hatred...
your crestil..you've even youranger...
already learned how it'sasright
touse itto shield your and cleanas
thoughts. You're warm rain.
such a bright creature, Ilwantyouto
Fern... wash me clean
with it.

L

Why did you hurt me,
Cal, why? Helpmeto
v understand!

| can't explain
what I don't I~
understand, either!

Try.

< Formy sake,
Cal, please, for
my sanity.




& Don'tplay tag anymore,

R Fern. I'm not mortal.
7 You're proud. | can see that. You're not
/ The more you resist, the more mortal elther.
(3 I'll want to crush you, when

v Wy | only wanted to preserve you

4 inthe first place.
1’ ‘ :
il

|

|

)

H

l.‘ I
\ "u \

\

\ o /
ET; ."'1-' N\ 1 hate you. | hate the control

LRSS IR you have over me. It'snot..

R S There'sno
XN > %4 need for

these games
anymore.



f\
You ARE
awake,
aren't you?

™
. Mmm.
Depends.

I'll make the attempt
andirytoget

some breakfast
together.

V<
V)

bum
/ yvourself.

/ /
Couldn't burn myself
any worse than you

’, did last night.

v m » -“
That was an accident! » x N

Q It'sokay, I'm not hurt at all.
1t was more than worth it. ».3
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™ s

I'll be back!

"OH! No, Lem,
| couldn't!

I'm not
attracted
tomen!”

\ Isn'tittime for your
daily frolicin the traffic?

\




Well. Consrn ) rvuhes Ack yhes ¢\
o 30w wou, Menls
lnat (hal horuy
\tues Mot oY +e

Hlenas

Fof s Long +usns

Whest was T O“wfjwr Foralon

Fome, Wt LB ALAR Mwur\d—d
ctadedd o pateemn aédor g wR

e w«\u,/rv.ﬁ, Sulwe wex
[ eets {?r Qoer

e

fern, how long have you been reading
like that?

Dunno.

Itjustlooks
better far

s \noose
Sort §aans,

These are particularly 7
shiny, Fern! They have
rhinestones!

ond T wike
W

e Mg,

gu» W S (

Terean, >F R we had o occurionsl
f‘,‘-« bux +at's b ubtban 1 o
reluronswo.. Lka whan (e Sharped
10U WIS animals (A1) du kg\m
cverd i, Daman)

.N(AW T s a0y ad bt @ bauny mtredk.,

g allyrs:

::‘.1, .«»v/um,l;xl\.
;
Slaar w\,ﬂm (s g tnonolags 507

)

1+ w08 Wi & etmal) problemctad g S0

We DM Ha o040 ma st n e

Fernneedsan eye exam.

Do you have a chair with straps? Uh,
sure,
right this
way. §

Hey, | can see better now.
2!

wasit? You

look so

prettyin

your new

glasses.

© 03 Mlanda www.arborwin.com



3 Mlanda www .arborwin.cor

7am.. Damnit. | told him I'd
be back last night.

Lem was being difficult all night. I'm sorry
Ididn't getback earlier.
N

S'okay... You're probably exhausted..
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Whatwere you and Lem arquing about, -oblacts toscep datmy LY doritsee how
Wiy . your experiments
ing bi are any ofhhis <
N —goddamn business.
artificial life, and he 4 I
says that's outside my ‘realm,’ 1 He only does™
sotospeak. |/ ~/|1 | this tolordit
over youand
:7§mukehimself

feclimportant, *

B

= I can'tjust.. squish
him like a bug, i
Forn. Thats the meof Hes
poi ,Ihnv:le such..such
take some flak,
allright? It's ( g
just how things :
are. It'snotonly
aboutLem and,
it's about the things He shouldn't
he'screated. beincharge
They're people. of somany
They factorinto things. And you
the equation, deserve abetter
s much aswe're sibling.
| unusedtoit..

Justthink aboutme, hmm? Don'tget your hopestoo high.

You candoalittie more than Thave a few chores to do today

that. myself. Like brushing a certain
N Ofcourse!lplanto. . melcey. Look who just woke up.

R
THENY

N

(T
|

N \

i ¥ \\‘ \

Lord, even his

% bedhairisan 3=
improvement
over his usual
appearance.




Why the long face?

Perhapshe
spoke
outof
jealousy?

A
Not because I know
he's lying - because
Tknow it'sthe truth.

s gy

He'll get obsessed:

some new thing, i

be less than an afterthought.
N

s ®

Maybe 'l lose Interest.
Maybe not. Maybe Il
always be waiting

for him.

Wsworthit.

‘encounter with
Lem yesterday.

getbored with
me.

Twas just thinking
about .

He Iswhat hels.
I'mnot going to =
“change that.




he really shouldn't be'

There'sjust...alot of
aba

more and more
agressive, impulsi
even. It'snot

like him.

Cal.if he messes up his own
world, 's his own fault. You're
doing your job, right?

Ithought it

you.Doyou have
tohear me say
it2 All you needed
todowasask.

loveyou.

Tknow. =




play aridiculous
game, Viv.

qwell, okay. Just A%
irying 1o get you to relax, Fola-lola.

Don'tworry. It will

X poss
%

That's what you
sald centuries
ago, isn't that
correet?

\
Yes...We're Immortal
forareason, you know.|

Only seven civilians have

been killed, through accidents,

butthat's seventoo many.

Ifyouaskme. Lem's Influencd

over the peopleison the edge
r.

Don't call me that.
Idon'texactly have a lot of time,
Lem s cracking down hard.
We don't get much time

to spend to ourselves.

It'samazing howthis ~*
messhasescalated...

Caland Lemhave gotten

Yes. And with all respect,
Vivanerial, | wouldn't
sleep with you if you were
‘the last man on the planet.
What else do you want?

R4 Itriedto getahold

of Fern, but he couldn't
slip away. Thisis insane.
ThewarhasGOT |
1ostop, andsooN. ¥ J

Resources are depleted,
3 lond onthe southern
continent has been rendered
/(> USELESS for habitation.
\f and oll these FREAKISH
2R monstersare running amok!

... think they're figuring
ma out.

Ugh. My quess
istheyhad /|

YOU figured

outquitealong




'/i¥» Though 1 sympathize
/), withyour Lem
// eroblems, Fola, I think
we all need to worr,

% ,
SboutFornatthe " OKay, wellknowthey

have huge fights, but
afterwards they boink
like bunnyrabbits. I don't
see what the problem
therels.

Notanymore,
they don't. Calis
z obwssnd with this
... 1doubt they've
R e
| conversation since
the war started.
We have the same
} problom with May
and Lom, but
they're not our lovers.

Lem wants to create
aform of life that cannot
die, but so far, he's only
been able to cheat death
by sheer numbers.
Faidia's become over-
populated with his
experiments.

7% TAN NN A RN
Caluses himto cleanup "
lhallvlnq S

Clean up

crew? an umhlm Io:loon :
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As much as we scorn the mortals 2
attimes, they certainly can bo(’_s_Q
strong when the desire <
takesthem. Look atthis £ 2

 clty -~ flattened, yet they
continue as before, as though

# nothing has happened.

S Look over ther

No..itran
outoffuel.

annihilated
the city







Cal..Iveonly

a
Fine. Lay in bed like the
lazy, worthless bumyou

Sheesh... Don't
haveahissyfit, =
Tlidot, Ilidoit...

What's the assignment?

A
Iwantyouto find

Kezper and call him

away fromhis present

mission. I need the both

ofyouto work on organized

cleanup.

I'malready aware of this, It's why I'm sending you
out there. You and Kezper needto destroy all the
strutters you can find. When you're done, you re
fo deactivate Kezper. | don't want any left.

T'mgrowing sick of this sloppy game. | want it
choked of.

Just 50 you know, Cal... Last time | was out there | noticed

they're Lemaneriallian or Callaneriallion. They're just
hother.. the v

apart.
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Master Moranerial!
Whata pleasant
surprise! | thought
you were going to

be away for awhile.
Whyareyouriding _
that horrible old
thing? That model
Isoutdated.

Hello, Kezper.

Ididn'treally

Ineedtospeak
withyou.




Look, look Master Moraneri
Hoven't limproved? |
articuloted a five-fingered

Yes...very
~ nice, Kezper.

....I'm sorry, Kezper.
Cal wants us to destroy the

restof the strutters. This

©03 Mlanda www.arborwin.com

Ireally don'tknow why |

had so much trouble before,
now it seems like second nature.
Do I ook better to you? Maybe
I'lfind a form of my own soon!
But | need more materials. My
joints are getting so stiff. Did
Master Callanerial mention that
hewas going to repair meatall?
Ihaven't scen him in so verylong.

not -~ not what | expecte

Then
you're to be dismantled.

ohdear.
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Er well It's not your foult, is 1> Yeah. He promised.

I suppose. | think. Well, | just Ithink he's pretty

don't know anything anymare. much not interested
N inpromises he made

P A
I'mreally sorry,
Kezper. Please
don'tbe upset.

Makes me feel like shit, really, P, yeah
but what am| s'posed o say p X right. —,
when he hasn't really done anything? v,

Master will come back to us,
he will. He just feels crazy
Ifeel crazy sometimes!

ez, | appreciate your help... but.
1don't think this "crazy” In Cal s just
Gonna goaway. And frankly, | don't
think my crazies are getting any
better either. Fuck...Ivegol -
beaten housewife syndrome or
something. How'd it come to this?

all"off" inmore
woys than one.

I'mjust gonna try - I'll say this -~ 'm planning not to
and figure out what's; qet into anymore relationships.
\V

wrong once our job

isdone.... ~ £ /\
J

4% \
'l save your hard y ) N
drive If| can, okay? b 3
Then maybe some I A 6
day when he's not l\ - 4 '
] g \ P f ‘
, Kezper. : B Guys aretoo fucking

l|  delicote andwomen
have beter things
todo.
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I'mhome.
Itsall over, like
youwanted.

Thisis whatI'm
talking about.

YES, allright, I've the LEAST concern
L

s your impudence.
1don't have time for ™\
this.

What does THAT have
10 do with what | ASKED
you?! Stop evading

the fucking question!

Iheard. Took you
long enough. And
Kezper?

Dismontled... | burned
him up like the others.

Good. I don't
want to hear a
aboutitagain. e

yessir...
v

C'mon, stop acting as though you

don't know what I'mtalking about, Cal. We
haven'texchanged a kind word in..........in
centuries o something. What's the
matter? Why won't you tell me?

you
beendrinking?

Youstink.

You're not going ANYWHERE.
We finishthisNOW, Cal. A

\




A
Fine. Ifyou want tofinish t,
let's. But this time it's

going to be finished
ormle-ety

You're dull, Fern. And now that

you've..... killed all those things...

You're stained. All | con
think of when 1 look ot you s all
the bad things I've ever done.
You have nothing to offer me.

Imean
thatyou're
boring.

Idon't
wantyou
anymore.

Really, Fern.
Face t. You
were a mistake
fromthe start.

1don'tfeel like

 dealing with
your whining
anymore.

My...my whining.

I this about
SEXCal?t

When| said
Iwantedto =
qoslowly

you said it was
allright! You
SAID it was
ALLRIGHT!
Ifyouhada
problem -

1thought | might
feel something after
awhile, after 1 got
used!toyou.

But just got more

Don'ttakeit
personally. You
canstill livein the
house, because you're
anelemental, and
lluse youto do
chores.Yes, that
‘sounds workable.










Wake up.




Oh.

Well, where

the ofterlife.
We'reinCal's

As a doornall.
. Butdon'tbe
Youmight wanna ask WHERE X

scared, it's N
we arefirst. ~ safehere.




How...howdid
you die, Curtis?

. The supreme
< kitty of doom
| gotme.

Rae..2That's..
that's awful..
~N

Yea, those
are the strokes,

Curts,
areyou
goingto
telime 7
anything or
areyoujust
gonnaSIT %
there? _#

Hey hey, don't get your shiftin
twist.

Death makes
)’ youmellow,
okay? <

L\ M'iexplain
J ina minute.

Idon't

Youpeople ruined

| my life...

“sigh*
Sorry. -,
But I think
Imowed
anapology.

Isthere 7
anything
here?

Your 7
cigarette

Suretherels. Lots
of stuff. You just
don'tsee it. The
dead only see
what they want
tosee. Here,

we're ALL wiwens.

Welivealone in
our little worlds.

IS
Terrific...

I'mean, other
people who're
deadtoo.

them, didn't 1?2
Don'tabuse
the messenger.

$ ' To see somebody,
/ youhaveto
| wantit. But Col

J ) chooseswhetheror
> not you actually get to.

%, That'showI'mialking
& toyounow.




It'slike a nightmare ... How could
he dothatto Fern dcm!undqmand
Itatall. He's such a liar. He's nothis

like I thought .. Icnnlbellevclconsldered //
% / \\

him afriend..

Youneedtoknowtherest 7
of the story because you're the
one whoneeds to save

Faidia.

~how weird. | nearly forgot about that.
Are YOU showing me.... that.. that.

Well, anyway,
don'tshowme
anymore. |
don'twant
toseeit, and
1sure don't
NEEDto.

™~

Irealized

Calwas

not some

onetobe

trusted

B"‘ E I Rhodes’ present

nero They destroyed my HOME and sentiments

hisstory. B them? And what | could | do then.
evenifl agreed?! \
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What.. Whatdo youmean by that? | 1 thatRhodes is at this moment giving up on
4 Faidia. He's angry athow it's turned out -~ angry at what
itdid to you, to Arduc.
Sowhat are you saying? I'M responsible N
for all of this, is that it?I'Mto blame? I'M
supposedtoleap in and save theday,  Listen to me, Morse. I'm not trying to get you to play the fool. I'm not
and ifldon't, I'm the bad guy? saying it's your I'm not saying you's igated. Punish|
v them if you want, letRhodes punish them, let them all rot for what
they've done. Let them suffer for past suffering. But at least wonder
ifit's the right thing to do or not, and whether or notyou'll regret it
later. If any of us were forcing you to do this, it would be pointless.

narity
. the line in order to save any of this, Morse. You're in a position

Rhodes decided itwasn'tworth 15 4 jt. You have the power. | just want you to know that.

it. 1 wonder if | should respect

his judgement. Iwonder too. | wonder if this is something you should judge yoursel.

Hwonder ihere's baen enouoh sufering ofreacsy, [ wonder I

Iwonderifmore pain, of all things, is
what this world needs to solve its
problems. I really don'tknow. ~\

You're trying to guilt me into doing it.
14

1don'tintend to guilt you into doing
anything. Hell, if we made you

feel guilty, fuck it. You shouldn't

feel guilty. Whatever happens, happens.
Ithas nothing todo withyou. .
Maybe somebody will do what

you chose not to. Maybe not.

There won'tbe any neat little

turn of fate that saves our asses.

We're not destined or obligated to do
jack shit. There is only you, asking
yourself, “Is it worth it?"
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Well, Mr Eloquent,
how about telling
me howl'm
supposed to do
anything.'m
dead. -
Y ( Tobehonest,
I'mnot sure.
We know where
andwhento
put you, but
Lemcangive you thaf's R We >
haveto
Ufe again. Thedead ~ .
arerecoverable fthey | T3t menio.
Cal, Lem, and the individual * | ey
Inquestion- you - cooperate. They Il ) Rh‘odes will
aiveyouanewbodyanda ;| F e
shot of juice, soto say. ? = )

r Ican. Don't
think I' , though.

Onething we're Why are you doing this? | know you had
sure of isyou aroughlife...| wouldn't have expected
wontbedoing Ml you'dbe..uh. | don'tknowwhatto call
‘anymore hard It. Optimistic?

work. The worst A
partisover.

4
1dunno...1 did some goofy shit and wos none
Wikl | grese too happy for it, but | know now it coulda been

Traventhing [ d@ifferent. | could ve beensitting onthe porch
tolose then. drinking iced tea instead of ripping people
3 off and wasting my time, y'know? It didn't
| Curtis..areyou [ turnout that way, but it could have. | thought
Ibelieved,

“lama fuckup,"and that wasit.

° L
3 But nothing's setin stone. I'm gonna try and take
)’ 4 advantage of that from now on.




