


OhmyGOD!
Ididn‘teven
X thinkto KNOCK!
Ohmygodohmy

ohmygod 'm
suchan IDIOT!




1was justlooking
forthe bothroom...

Okay,

Igive up.

Whyare 7
weall

inthe haliway
inour underwear?

/
Mm.. Maybe just alittie,
for spice

Oh, Isee, my dear.
‘You'll probably

N\

Anything else you
Béed,mghy ok,
and lisee what
Tcan do. Mid's moking
breakfost, so please

me down o the
xitchen whenyou're

Asforyou, Rae, I'm guessing
you spenta fun-filled evening.

Isuppose you've forgotien
about me already, hmm?

e, sil, you con't pass for
jeclous even when youtry.

Ithink I'm enjoying this
entire

I forbid it
v my bitches now.

Inguiring oinds want ta know, Fern
What do YOU think of Cal and Rae's ‘ship?

0%l

other people put their
o e e or by celestiol everta.

thing. You're ALL

Istit,
though?

m,as the youngest
sidiing w‘*L do you
7

Why 6 you think
I disowned them?

gl e THAK Yo,

and ereibly devoted.




Delyyye, dont Jf We d
ploy with
{0\ Yourfood:

We're golng
qotothe store

You are NOT going to Kurhe alone.
£ Whatthe hell

For everyone's
protection, including
your own, someone
should come glong.
There's still afot of

" hatred and bad air
~ oroundthere. |
Fernkaows Kurhe

betterthan any of us.
He was part of the
Investigations years

¢ ogo. Take him along.

Ohfor erying out
foud...oll right...




Cal, butthis is bordering on the

IREALLY don i
rightnow, Fern.Fm uoolingseveral

You'
that's FINAL. Just do what you're told for
.

ridiculous. Rae and

Ah, ever the obedient

/\ todoas e
hao

yourquit,

hoerible things inthe past
e Kurhe

Yessir.
Soery
sir.

wirong about alarge
g, ot Form witntts

90ing to wahe up and realize what he's

zapoble of one of theze dayz. The only
topping hien s the foct that he

rospects you beyond ol other things.
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Horrible? HORRIBLE? What's
urzual about that? That's how |
aluwayz look -- horrible, wly,
akivay-—

~ Biteme, why

domtyou. Jecz,

Youare the most stubborn... Ugh,
#looks ke you st gott.
N




What color would you say woul
took good on aman with pink hair
and black fur, Bosil.

_ -.uh...No..Neon green might
be abitloud. Let's stick with
classicblack...

Good grief, Fern, are youstilltalking
to thot toy snoke of yours?

Youcan'tu
around

break

‘twander
hirtless oll the

You're welcome totry.
and shut himup. \|
Stickaround, Il
find a shirt for y6u.
i &

Just getrid of the palm tree hair..
maybe gofor the “Pippy Longstocking™
le just LOVE that.

qlasses,

Rae. If we's

00000h.

Is everything Smoke, you should have SEEN
gt rightup there?

00

fern fondling me! The man hos

1ol
OOFFF!

Whee!
Damn,
you're
feisty...

I didn't FONDLE ANYbody, YOU ¢ ~
YOu--




We're notallowed o letgo
of anything.



Well..this house s anything but
boring, | quess. Look at all these

Won fots. SHange.
4 Ohy don be fraid

) _off it he wobt bites
S

Another one?! What.
the heck are you..
things2!

Teh master of house
calls ees imps. ...That's...really
olfensive...

< Eally? wons ||
kinn of fence
o0 +u mean?

ot +uy Holy ¥u're vounger san s, and hau pr uwy
e coming a0t of my \‘

Selly L hau moae
atac. mvenm enny.
wav

Now observant ol vou
Yes, we're ghosts
Very old ghosts,

+00.




you were alive? Did you look like this?

symmetry.
vourself i+ didn'* turn out
right. His back leg was workhl

because the bones never
developedy and his A‘/Q

Rend wor 1o heay
he &
S

his neck collapsed and
suffocared.

— ! /2

Nuff valk! Time for basement!
Wunna see where
imps (ive?

®

W 2

v
A

Uh....1don't
think...

8 o, “Fun down
7 sere! Many
sings ¥o shows

N

We're some of Lemanerial's first projects,
actually. We're more +han 5,000 vears old, I
o5t count a (ong +me ago.

Oor dee signs
were lucking.
~ R
Lacking.
\ We didn's
live leng.

\

Oh...

)y
Savior was supposed +o be a study in - Ils et cu bads
« Welly you can see .

He didn't have mueh of
a nervous system
50 he didn' feel i

VA

B
{
|
s
NS
Ve

&

We makelbetres
)\ Shosts shan Wing
\ $hings, pelieve m

Notdecided on \/
thatyet.
Y

Ees dark and
loud, but tu
sall engoy

veaay much,
X V\}



Master nasn's |
came innawilly

Are you sure I'm even

Non non!! Ture aliollowed.
llowed down here? !

Maybe | should < Meiee
goaskfirst... mimala
7 there?

! I'm not much of
7\ < memimat person..
\ NBor yvou ARE

an anfmal.
Your species
has such low

\
N A sl cveen
v ;

Oops. Someone's coming.
v

Oh, Zorrremni! s the pomy

destroyer! Old me! Houch mey
) M ‘ ngrare

"
Howe n <o n
cor n bull
~! boness
™ your bones, He aleeady
44 Phsh. Youre desd. Shin

Oh. Imps. Should have known

Sorry..
Morse, we've been N fat
looking for you.
- 3
\

— Mmm. Surprised you could tell
them apart. They rotate the names.

> Why do they call themseives that?
Read books, thought laking those nomes.
< would make them important. They hove no
ideawhat they mean.
> That'ssad...

PIN. They're as happy s they Il eves

- We may be Inthe same place, butfor them, Ifs heaven,
Come with me if you want pudding.
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Heh. Silly me.
Youwere
alwaysa
night owt.

Like me.

Whenever Rae wakes
We're only going fora

briefvisit..

s the day after

Wehave preparalions

tomake. Has the boy!
responded
atal?

Wellfigure it
out. He can't
staysilent

Fileraseher | |
Wil lear up i~ - Winemorias
somehow. Send her back home. ! ! Fartoomany.
~ Wl be ke it never 7 Butfor mortats,
hoppened. |/ itworks.




mext morning....
S Arenyougoina’o Mgt me. You Evenlknow ~
. wake him up? e YR 2 Wiy med e asteepinafern
™ notgolng. is @ considerable
force o contend /

/ Grah... 1wishyou wouldn'tdo
that...

Thengetupinthe
morming. X

Ghermmph...
v

You warried about me?

PIT. Don't flatter
Fyoursed.

Wellonly have alook
around, then come.
back. | wantto see
thot the place is

dead withmy own
eyes.

Justbe careful .
2 And GET ALONG
with Fern.

known you'd
think that..

ofinnocent small animal
Ty




Kurbe -

seaside town far northeast of Tower

20 2

What IS this, Hickville? FUCK s cold,

o, oy N Understand why we wonted you o wear
& acoatnow? H. | razed most of the warehouses
butthen Lem took over.. said he'd toke care
# ofeverything. nstead of actually cleaning
up he Just shut everything down and locked
tup...swept it under the carpet.
3 Thisis one of the only
I‘ tabs lefl..\ A
AT cverytings el oplrtnow.
People must have come and scroy
most of the equipment. llegally,
ofcourse..
They did medicol
experiments in
thisshithole?

siire, They were
< st halfings,
after all.

Because they complained,

All of the cages are gone... but i
used to be stacked up o the cel \
Z

Like this...

Lemto clean this
up properly...

made itis probably as ood
s ours. 3
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The recordroom

shouid be over hers

F et

here. A

-~ f
vA

~
Right-o.

4
O
snik*
Fern?What
was that neise?
S
>
Stop fucking
around, Fern.

Where are you?



/ WHAT! WHAT!
/ < M'AWAKE!
I'M AWAKE!

Sonice ofyou
to wake p.
—

\Correctme f f'mwrong,
} Fern, butyoureally
crocked up back there.
1dunno about whot, but...

T~ &

h N -

Don'tyou DARE breathe!
| GWORD of this o Cal,

youfilthy son of a

bilch. This is NONE

of your business.

Zomewhere.




© 02 Mianda www.arborwin.com

..'m surprised with you. You're
being such a good boy. Turned
anewleal?

i £

A
Justiryingto

Butl'vedone enough good
deeds for amonth by now. | had
better get some sins in before:
the day’s out, or people willtalk..

What's going on here, a barbershop?
&

4
Alittie loose,
Sxiaba i ey i butthey should
triat robe do.

made this up.

S
Well...yes..

Dear goct The biinding, ev pink!



Allight, before any of you | dontzec howhere's amything .
goes off gallivanting lodias. 1hs
igain, everyone come [
here and sRfor ameeting L ol
€ have important things e
1o discuss about tomorrow,

Did you just say.
‘whal think you said2!

‘Whaddaya

mean? What's

stopping me?
-

we try onything.
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inia s joke Cobif sl very fry! Younaverrt
N

PROVEN that theory yet! Look o thi
Ry

The choos elemental

knows Rhodesis the wiwen. | \__ ‘Once again, | have no

\ Iwouldneverjoke idea what's going on,
aboulthiz, andyou  JL. and nabody will explai

‘Whot Cal ond Mid are talking about has o do.
concocted years agoto explain

s known
o3 the Wiwen
theory. Wiwenis a Faidio
et drcamer- or mbsinkr Spasialy, i
Iechy soysthe i st f ol s A fferc

the enire thing up-nolreally o 008,
ek simply o MND behincH oAb

Eromemie
continies, according

1o the theory, indefinitely.
e wiwens ore

eal, and the worlds

There are pienty
of worlds that

originates a5 a thought
inour wiwen'shead. 7

[CREATE the people. They hove free choice.
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Buthow can you be SURE Rhodes is the wiwen? How abouta little coherancy,
Ifyou're asking me, you're just moking this up prey
Coherancy's nofun.
)

‘There's no pointin doubling

Col's word. IV true-he Thisksafne

Kettle of fish...

Strange...after
ol that's happened..
ur wiwen s

justa ltle boy...

Areyou saying that everything here is a product
ofRhodes imagination?
N

%, :
Noteverything. From yolltpol
'you and Rhodes are real. But
‘and | mean EVER Ything, Is o figment|

V'mnot half
o3 drunk az
id

Well, we've been told worse things.
P ~Right?




After much argulng in circles, it's bedtime. ©02 Mlanda www.arborwin.com

Mim. Why re yoummy room? -
J—
Can'tl spend

4
1's your turn
for kitty love.

N
.what's that
‘around your chest?

The scar--it’s coming back - - 1 didiit,
didn'l 1241 hurt you again'? I didn't even
notice - - Iz your new heart all igh.
intherc2L

NO! I want YOU to be ALL RIGHT, don't you
N understandthot2

\ ¥t give you anything. Idtear itout myself,
s what you wanted - just d-don't leave me
again, Roe
I'mnotleaving and I'mnat letting you HURTyour -
self. You deserve to exist just as much as we do!
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Remember to check

Thankst.. Hey, is “Yes, | hope you dont

thatme |/ mind! Our memories
can be unrelioble over
the long run, 50 I've.

to make sketches of
Jevents for atong time
ow. L=

11 really nice..it

artist., though | bet
N ! "< yowve hod alot of

when we were Yes, there should be some time to practice.

liftle, 501 thought] mixinthe pontry. Feel frec to Thank you! Yes, that's the

might make some| use whatever you want in the long andshortof t, 'm afraid.

orhim... Immortality can be boring.

X {\’// N
)
Morse. doritworry. /
Whalever happens,
wellmake




‘morning!
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Tiekingis o serousofense.
Ser

4
Rae...

Im:td(oa!lvousumclhmq =

Voun.w alithose

N
1was hoping

~

Whatis i -

you'dforgotien
that.

R-roe! We don't h
rae We dont have
e shond - Nesefoeii we have
B> _ £tooetready!

) Shih. They're not up
yet. e hove time.



Are we all ready? B
Don'tknow why we have
Ready!  1odo this so fucking early.
inthe
Ready.
Ler's get this over with..

Hang on, I'm aboutto teleport
‘everyone tothe dome o Tower.

..Smoke, | think youmissed.
By about thirty miles.
3 We've beenredirected. Tower
< has ashield aroundit.

AR AN 4”‘//”;,:,;;;;,}27‘ 7
7/ (WM -2 21 77
. )
e
this2 A



Morse, quick,
from him, don'l

& A

Wellaotothe N
The others will | sovannah circle.
It's straight ahead west,
onee we reach the

Rho? Come on. Cal said
itwon't be far.
2\

Rho?RHODES!
N ColtHELP!He'ssick!

qetaway

[N
Butwhat's oing
ook -~ oaly

What's that
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Time to see what
this quy is made of.




This mortaf's body Is 5o flimsy . s decaying quickly. [N F£3
I's no matter. The pain is weakening his will |

Ng » ™

) b ‘

L

‘Whatshall | do with your world? Fold the entire

100 easy. | want something more along the lines of
slow and painful,

each other.

A

This fight could go on
interminably. We can afford Rae making
amistake.

Mthe souree of
Sutiyenner's power - Arduc - is cutoff ..
1 will be decided once and for all.
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M-mid! What about Rhodes2!
We need 1o help him! | c-can't
runaway -

hit with chaotic energy
slike, exceptit's a thousand
times worse. | have 10 get you AWAY from here.

Toke this. As long as you carry it itll protect you, and
we'll be able tofind you throughits trace.

Please trust me on this. You'll

We'll come get you when e

runinto amelcey, tell them

what has happened and

whoyou are.

»

Keep running!
‘YouMUST get

away from this place!

e who has to 9o back
to stay behind, and

KEEPRUNNING. The further

youare from them, the better.

A

Butlll getlost!

7
Andforteaven'ssofeydontioss

Cal's calling me -~

Ihaveto go!
' Keep running, Morse,
mise we'll
be back!




I'msotired..
. this arass isnt

easy to walk

through...

Too hot. I thought it was winter here.. i wos cold carlier.

Now I feel like

I'm going to

Fa 3 Ifeetsostupid. Maybe
Ishould have listened
o Curtis. But it wos so.

easy justto . go along.

Now | quess I'ljust...
‘waithere.

N

Gottaloke
this silly robe
of..

Oh..how eute! Hello
there.. Are
baby melc

n

Youand |
are inthe same

then.
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You wantme
tofollow
you?

years

3 ‘have passed since |

2 ) A ' IsawMid ...

I1hope you quys

know where you're
ing..

Uh..'mkindof..ub. 7"
daustrophobic. It

youdon't mind, Fd

rather stay out here. ‘ p)

No.they were all out
of nacho cheese flavor.




N
N

Remember..
he stillhas >
the wiwen,

A
The energy
storms ceased
allof o sudden.

Here | am, brothers mine.
< Rae, you're not going anywhere!
I'mafroi ~
youmissed Whaddayamean, not
thefight,
What's Moy,
he doing,
Sutiseems to

< playing
hide and have runoft.
%

goseek?

rebalance this plce.
We should be glad
o one’s been killed yet

Iffm not going to fight him, who
is, then? =

doesntbring
us much closer
# toaresolution...

in Foidia dulis his
N powers. Hehasa
plan of some kind.
I'mfine. Can'tsay the
same for the grass.
This whole area will o ne :r:v el
have to have to be / = toputit,
rebalanced.







‘You and | have something in common,
Moraneriol.

Who says I'm

Heh. \'r\ouoa not?We have
03 though you're

inaposition

o bargain.

N

Youare
mistaken. The interests of
S my master ARE

my nterests.

Don'tplay the innocent with me.

1 know whatthey've done o

you. Even | haven't put up with 4
Ihaveno
interests of

1may be weak now, butif you
ond 1 join together, | could
restore myself. Whata PAR
we would makel They'd be
begging for mercy
otourfeet, ALl 7
them.lanlthat what you
want20on 1 deny .
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Are you telling
me you're
turning down

You want Cal, don't

Stopletting them
1know thal, you know kick you around.
that. 7 < ForgetCal. He

o

Butl con BE him for you.
Look! And unlike
Iwant you

Ican be ANYTHING

or ANYONE for you.

A
— It's alittie more
complicated than
Justbecause your “just because.”
master says “no™ ,

Iknew you were insane,
“but I thoughtit was in
aGOO0D way.

I don‘t understand.

there in your head!
WHY?

Are you really
justatool, after all
ofthis2t

Temper, temper...

Youdidn'thave Think whatever you
< o punchme. like. | dont give
Butl suppose adamn.
vou're quile the
savage, aren'tyou?

QA

. N
Youhave the GALL to presume i
you could REPLACE Cal? You ‘;‘ ilout
SNIVELLING piece of shit. & hell ou
k ofmyway.
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‘0u ARE just a
tooll APUPPET!
Yourea
soulless
BASTARD just
ke the rest of

ago. Yeah, I'm a puppet.
I chose o be.

weren'tyou?

foroetyous
pleasant does
that sound?

Youdidntshieldthe id. Wasted your lasteneray
makingyourselfa
 Stueid Suiyenner. Supidandsioppy.

Your-realize what's going

1o happen o me if you
goahead with this. I'm not ~
acreational elemental. |~
could never recreate Arduc.
Illbe trapped inthe dorkness...

Should have thought of that before

had company to it out elemity with, atledst

Asitstands,
however..

. I justhave
ver existed How

I've sentthe
‘wiwen o his proper
place.




Wait.. wal,
please.
I'msorry..
What | did
was wrong..

{ He made that 1
romise knowing he would
breakit. It doesn'tmatter
now. Nothing does.

Don'ttouch me.

Please just..
listen 1o me a minute.
A

He broke his promise
toyou, didn't he'

He promised you he
wouldn't make you
killlike this anymore.

< Hebroke that
promise..Doesn't
that mean any-
thing to you?
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Spare me...| know you don'l want to
Fllbe your siave, 11l do anything you want..
Just please, don't do this to me . of least
tolk 1o them.. please, for pity's sake.
Don'tleave me inthe dark! | just wantto
save my warld, just like you want 1o save yours.
ere’s nothing wrong
with tht!

It's over.

Its all over.




m.
;
:
:
:
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Maybe | should goin.. it's getting
cold out here. And dark.

N

*qurgle*

{

b

L

That, and I'm
STARVING.

| wonder if these are edible.
#

A
They look like
giont pomegranate
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_ It's funny ....
How you think at times like this

You ask the usual questions ...
feel your heart writhe around like
a small animal

But mostofall... you feel nothing
Hear nothing

See nothing
! | could hear him explaining
Because you don‘twantto everything .... ina blur
How Arduc had been
destroyed. .. the sun and
stars... all killed at the
same time ....

| had no idea there was such
power ... anyplace

It's hard to feel angry towards something
so horrible and so beautiful.

o

But really.. it didn't mean anything. | cried

because | was supposed to cry.

Thisrequiresa kind of despair lam \ The rest Issilence.
incapable of, and was never meanttoexpress N



