


“.. AND THE SPIRIT 1S SO CLOSELY LINKED 7O THE
BODY RS A THING THAT THE BODY NEVER

CEARSES 70 BE HAUNTED ... if DEATH REDUCES

i1 70 THE CONDITIONS OF A THING, /7 /S MORE
PRESENT THAMN EVER. THE BODY THAT HAS BETRAYED
THE SPIRIT REVEALS IT MORE CLEARLY THAN WHEN IT
SERVED i7"

- Georges Bataille, Theory of Religion







andlam
moving there with
. o , — - N Fern, who I've been
Lem s_ﬁrsf 3 - R ¥ taking care of for...
house is still ¥ : \ N AN a week, now.
in TOWEI', A ; —e = 4 i

gy -

0]

Atiny place '
in the low levels, '
stuck to a cliff.
i

‘~.  the oldest
Y surviving —— 2R RS B 2
structurein B L AT \NZ R I Well, whatever.
; Faidia. { A4 s — l Fernseems fine

We thought it might
comfort Fern to stay

someplace as old or
older than himself.

Looking at
itnow, it's....um.




" Fern....has
problems.

Oh! It's you, sir.
w e
G-good morning.

I mean, I do too,
bigtime problems,
but right now- (}

Please, please

don'tfireus...!! I's just that

one thingled
to another and-

Um-ldon't necessarily need
or want to hear the details,
so, please just stick to, uh,

very...
rational,
Sir....

I'mreally

sorry, sir. It's
my fault - &

No, no.
You're notin trouble.

It's not my job to-it's just- whatam | getting

into, here...??

4 Thankyou, sir.
| mean, : 1, .
for example, Y ?ﬁgsﬁaionvtti;h\?:ukr?;
| -DU! . / We only description, right?
1 dranka bit, ,
afterwards. At Al

He was Hopefuﬂy, thisis

LY i woried, s e o
and, we...uh...
obliged him. Did you guys
¥  already eat?
| X Ty
. Thanks, but,
Okay. Thanks

we actuallyneed -

fortellingme. 5 toroll out...

But this can't occur again.
Lemanerial will be changing
your assignment.

Allright, I'Il
be intouch.



Youwereright...
we didn't exactly
getintrouble..,

But, somehow, | don't
feel greataboutit...

riding high.

His
accent...

You barely
understood
his accent...

Do you think we can weasel
in here again maybe?

Dude, you won't get
away with ita 2nd time.




Fern? Are
you awake?

How do you
getlostin abed?




Yeah, it's me.
Timetogetup.

How are you Ugh....Why?
feeling? Isn'titSunday?

| 4 |

Mm...Huh? : g
'm actually itshould = *__.@
_ not too bad. only take ”
Only had a couple
afew... minutes.

Hopin
the shower.
3)f 1humaits iy
y ]

for you.

Did those guys
feed you?

J

use the
. cigarettes
| leftin the
kitchen.

Where
are your
glasses?

They won't block
your aperture.

" That, | don't
know...



I'Itlook for your
glasses & make
) breakfast.

I'll check
onvyou if
you'renot !
outinten. J

Aweek ago, | saw him.




We metin the garden
ofthe old house.

Lem, Rae, & May 3
were allthere, too.

We had some time together, 3
by ourselves, within sight
(8 Yo ofthe others...

We talked for a bit.
He gave me aring.

But | sobbed
so hard he couldn't
understand me, so

we weren't
able to make
any progress.

Becausel
couldn't control

I'mrealizing

What'sworse, : . . 00
4 % I'mhaving realizations.

I'm only realizing
this because...now
I realize things.




1%
Y

l used to just forget

Things | made
fuzzy or indistinct
with drinking....

Butnowthe 4 =\
e}g’ﬁgg{ 2:;’::”: 4 4" have become crisp, clear,
S . & waytooeasytounderstand.

. =
i
- B
3 £

——
e mad

o

And,  mean, some of
these memories...

arereally
something.

They werein
the couch.

It took a few days ’
for me to notice,
but...




Thanks.

We re
moved out
now.

I'll be around a lot more.
Your training should be smooth

sailing after the meeting tomorrow.

But | wimped out.

— o\ /4

I'm sorry '
| had to leave
you alone.

You need
sometime
toyour-
self, right?

| was gonna
visit Cal a 2nd
time, like you

suggested.

Iknow he
wants to see




If 1 don't prove to myself
we can still talk casually...

He'llalwaysbe a
monster under my bed.

Even thoughhe's...

He's acting so different.
Calm, careful...sort of.

/ You know,
for h|n1

. Lemtold me
everyone would
be off...

i-l"--v’

We talked about it, &

I know he's still himself.
Imean...I'm different too.

But he also
saw being
strangers...
| asapositive.
]

He said we're
"getting to know
each other for
the firsttime..."

Ay
Because we
didn't really,
before...

~ S..sorry.
I'm going on

and on again.

I'm not sick of
hearing about it.

| see what
he meant, but...

Cal, in particular,
was like...

...astranger.

You must be
sick of hearing
about this...

I'm here to listen.

/; <




So...
O~h...uh... - Caladmltshellkes
i ¢ thatyou'restrangers, ¢,

&itbothersyou. /=

\.
)

Justventing, or
wanta response" \

Maybe it feels llke .he's
minimizing the past?

Certainly

has a history of !\y
....}

doing that.

Oh. No. |
should have said.

. We already...
He denied that

Respond, was the reason.

please...l guess.

Ok.

What if he never starts
feeling like the "real” one?

| mean...Maybe it feels

like you met with some
rando last weekend.
He wasn't the Cal

you need to talk to.

Almost like
the real Cal...

is never going
to show up.

Then, maybe
something more
irrational.



\ May & her
I've never family. Cal
seen them so

helps some-
tidy_ times.

S

Eh...heh. Well, judging
by my own reaction,
| guess you're correct.

Butit's a lot
to lay on me when
I'm sober.

Please, uh, hold back a little more.
I!'m not ready...for that kind of ...

WERREATRA L LT

You, me, Lem...We have many experiences
that we have in common to discuss

P g
Fl

PR LT T ] um’inl'mn-mn-rimn"
e R

Justless...
"energetic.”

- - W o -
. There'salot, VAZZS =
and |I'm eager 4

to getstarted, i
50... -

" Thanks for
letting me know

I'm overstepping.
| saytoo

. - _a .
much.

You'll
adjustto
him.

"-'fHHI\\“l"H\"ﬂmh'm'mmnr g
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—  Andhedid =
— show up. ot .
Who else -

— N h N would your ring have )
= _ —t come from, eh?

Your so-called
guards?

those guys were
really serious..

fine'to be
disgusted

WUWW
D),

wordsin

You wouldn't -

E " be wrong. N - my mouth
E ol . < _ _ i 2 L
= '.j:':..L.'.J- ...-,.).n-:rlhi"“““!'\.. ¥ Ill '-E. i = . e - — . ;._-—“‘-
3 e — pEE B s s — B T 0
S Likelsaid, I'm
~ heretolisten,
—— ifyouwantto
= I'm better
talk aboutit. than ever.

(e TR =
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It's...
y'know.

Cal's '‘bad habits,'
lately?

Um, recentexample.
L O TRRRTTTOTETYTTTILEREN :1'7'-iilﬂ'\|i__."'

‘Bad habits.'

I ' linterrupted himor '
, something stupid, &

he gave me the silent / That dqes
i treatmentfora ~ Ofcourse sound like
" he immediately | same old

whole week...
_ forgotonce he

4 gotthe news

aboutyou . \ - ' - "

sameold...

4

i
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" Should
Just like - getyour
home, huh? : PP assessment

I' | i out of the
y 4 4 A \
well, o) L]
ifyou're | damtamliill S |
¢ allset... A £\ _

. N
i,
!

e need to go? . Just outside.

\

pEuaRsEe ZEN
L i
Did you practice

. lining up your aperture
with anyone this week?

L S TEEITY S . BN« AT | Ml S R0 OT

L out]
i

Yeah. Fola
~enthusiastically
volunteered, &
Ell helped me

LT TP AT

' |
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Like we
practiced.

" up here,
Fern. Or
close

Um. Let's stop
fornow.

I'msorryto put
- pressure onyou,
and | know you hate
talking about yourself.

Findmy
aperture

while I find
yours.

But to do this, we really
need to communicate
clearly with each other.

| promise you, no matter whatitis,
you're not going to be in trouble.

1 T

Okay. Okay.
Um.lum...
Have any of the
others doneita
differentway...?

| don'tthink
Ineed to feelforit...

I was telling you Descri bfz
to do what worked what you re
forme... doing.

I'm heretohelp,
not...just...order you

;ﬁ around.
E - /.

But, inthe end, weall > g+ r-»

have our own approach. : —

Vi 5
¥ >

I think... \ \ i 7 _ \’ | can seethem...
WA =5
ST S 0 m A - o P
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They
change
allthe _
time...

Hihll

Areyou
serious?

pEEb T LR LV

HIRH

abil

I
2

hard to parse.
Little lights.

What do
they look like?

7 a1

They slide around on someone's

. Little lights... bod\t(l,'tor or:_ﬁb ltid? Vfl’;jl'.l closeto

= Anddothey move,like | em, like their clothes. e
the theory...? ; small, plain circles

Two " : on normal folks.
dimensional... Aware. | don't -

think they like
being seen.

-~ They avoid
A myeyes.

|thoughtthey

: : were floaters or dust

| guess it's not ; L 3 motes or something.
atheory now. They used to be much fainter,

. Thisiswhyl
“butnow they're clear, bright. . ~ wentto the optometrist. _
- T OCTWRL R T TE

_ looks like a

Ny Yy % big...sort of...

you guys-um, AN _ A star... right
Imean, us. QAN They've gotten j now.
Elementals. /Wl hard to ignore.

Sen Al BB B

T



Whoa.
Cool.

C Im sorry

Ididn't bring
itup earlier,
| wasn't

|
really
thought|
was only
seeing
things!

.

K\

444 TR B R e s deddapd T

Fern
{  thinkyou're
L onlyseeing

|} L g T

= ;/f/”-

: i — ’/j

Evenifyou _ )

if you experience
something that
frightens you-

b

things...

NOT scared!

Hold on!

:hm|||n||m|||m|.|||1|n 1

e \"/ TS

=

' '_‘.-‘-.;"E.Hlllilllllll'il!l":'ii'

Lined up? A
Yeah... AL
J...just like that. N\
Your aperture... ,.;\&
on your back? =
Yeah. | put A/
% itthereso itdoesn't
6,_ keep me awake. O
You also control )
your aperture's location-
by yourself? i
/ I
£ P ...Yeah..... Lans _
K / you gottatell really
%f me this stuff.
L your 2
observations
matter
|




Ishouldn't |
be thinking |

If Cal hadn't...we could all have _ like_that'

been....this whole time...

|/

We'll keepit very
simple, okay? Justto
see howitgoes.

: 3 ; ! . g . I""F"Fﬂ]l_” &
~ Rightnow, I'm drawing energy -

from your aperture into mine,
& casting it, right?

When you take over, I'll have you
pull energy back from my aperture.

Your damaged aperture
can't control or stabilize
your plasma, sowe're
using mine instead. T —

[T

[iguan

P We're casting
asmall, but very
intense flame.

Iwill
slowly increase
the amountI'm

drqwmg. i ...for a hotter flame.

Justletitadd to

How does that
feel? Do you think N\ >
you could replicate B o Itfegl_s...‘
: . - T Yo surprisingly
: thatby yoursetf? AR | _ - smooth. It's not all
rough & random

Itdoesn't like usual.

SO SOl :  Good! I'mglad you
LIENN T TR TY T R Tvnrr 1 b Wi, | feel adiff
T ——— -'.-f!‘“-""_l.-llllm — .uj-lllillll]l“llmllumu R T TTT -» : canreeladiirerence.
e i ~
% - e ST .

- ﬂ:‘i ¥ o ~ShT
/i
k Okay, now you / On.ly g0 Cl‘.;: fgtr c';s;

£33

4
Fl

Just remember to pull fromme,
don't castdirectly.

CETIR  S | A T Y (1SS T
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It's notgone,
somuch as
unavailable.

You're just

imbalanced, Fern.
It's what we expected.
You'll be fixed tomorrow.

Thelagoon... *
We havea very
safe protocol for it
now, Fern.

Moving past your
own aperture is what
gotyou hurt, and that p
won'thappen again.

Cal knows his
way around & he'll
teach you carefully.

Seriously,
don'tstrain
yourself.

fucking
weak....

Allthe energy |
thought | had accrued...

About that...
Ell said it's gonna
happeninthe | would rather not
2 go back to that place...
lagoons It makes me feelreally
weird, & | don'twant to
inhale bits of my own
burnt corpse again

The desecration of your
~corpse was Cal'sdoing,
%= notthelagoon's You know

K—N [ 1 -3‘“—"-';’ :

X =N\ LA
- r"qw‘ﬁ 5 | know how you
A L must feel about it, but
' | guarantee you'll
be so much better

L < ,__ afterwards.

: Aslongas
Um.. I'm notalone,
| guess | can
doit...

) ( Even whenitseems
1 : like you're alone, you
won't be, | promise.

what Imeanthorite



b DL L . 1

—,

W

Take a break. After,
if you're nottired, we
can do something fun.
We can go anywhere

youwant. Al :- .

You've been stuck '

in Tower for a week
cus | told you

TR
; “\3;@5\ to stay put...

A

I'm nuts, & _LJ

you asked.

After my lame
performance,
Idon'tfeel like |
deserveit....

Don'tsay that
about your-

It's not a reward.
We're hanging out.

-

Being %

.. 7 Any place you
wanna go?

Youridea
of funis visiting

| said
thatplace?

"something .
~ fun.” o g
Griefis my...road

tobeing ableto have
fun again!

Andifall
that'sleftto
grieve overis
anempty
field...

That's the thing.
It'sno longeran
empty field, Fern.



I'll start
by saying
this.

| know you want
to know what happened.

I W

" Thatkind

anything survived it...
what it looks like,
there, now.

4
e D

-w

'.le\t.‘i"-‘rf;"::‘\\m = (1 W =

I
1]

"

Plus you have your
family to consider.

-
J"_. L
”—"-‘

.

o ¥ |getit.

Il
&

So, weigh
the options.

=57 5a ELAR VU TE

P T R

this that much
~ thought, even
" thoughl've been

SO

A | think :
you'relikeme... "%
You need hands-on
experience to really

digest things. So... o,

. . &keepaneye

. youto see this, with ——

Itis possible you'll
encounter it out in public
when you don't

expect it.

Recklessly exposing yourself
to itbefore you're ready could
be unnecessarily rough.

o
v

We can't entirely predict
what pain itmay cause you
at adelicate pointin recovery.

If you'd rather wait,
| fully endorse that decision,
and that's definitely the
safer path to take.

But...this is a matter of
popular awareness.

S _——

' 46
bl well, we .
7 knowwhy

Q that's so.

really given

Few can
deal with this
kinda thing
alone

and you were
. farworse off
than alone.

...preoccupied
with it...

| feel like...
delaying it will
just make me
nervous.

7 g
an

It might help .

Idon't "=

="~ handle &
dread

well,

e to help explain, L=

out for you.




B £ b
p ( ]
[ You' H -
by o il e But around the tlme:* you were murdered,
‘ the symptoms of Cal’s neglect had become
obvious to everyone. People started to connect
the dots that it was an elemental-caused

catastrophe.
Many terrible things
happened.
I'll preface
this with a bit -
of history. PL Y
g agues,
We havea a famines, villages
“‘;;;ﬁ’;g}?gl';e_ _ j evaporating seemingly
. "atthispoint. - _, overnight, withering
. . forests...This sort of
horl, devastation was
more & more
common.

the mortal )
population Mortals rose up against us
was puny, & voiced their anguish. In
art, in massive gatherings.
In Tower, there wereriots.
and they were
largely wary of
elementals.

X i‘ } We decided that it would be best

to disclose the truth, so we could

Mortals avoided explain how we were trying to fix it.

us, physically &
ideologically.
@ @ 5 We revealed Cal's
abuse, my existence,
We didn't everything.
feel obligated
tocom n]unicale ;
e s The idea was to hold ourselves accountable, & give the

people of Faidia the truth about their existence.
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Things were a bit
wild for awhile...

But we were
prepared with a huge
relief effort that Funa
& Viv spearheaded...

-

The majority opinion &
shifted steadily whenwe ¥
gotthe crops growing
again, you know?

= so worrjed
there would
be war, but

we managed

toavoidit,

We have a lot more eyes on us now. Putup the hood,
Alot more infrastructure in general. to coveryour hair.

= Defining our role in mortal affairs

a5 is still an ongoing process, of course..
— Butit's considered at all, unlike before.

)
IEASNSNEARTRE IR TS 'u ) WY )L L ‘#"-H ki I

TN S AR AR e

i
Faidia stillisn'tideal,

B Wy H
.__:\ \ ofcourse...butthings have lhr:g:::tullllg'gol
" \ been peaceful since we ;
restored the environment
i well enough. Aweekend aﬂerno_on
= should be pretty quiet,
& It's a good time for you so I'm notworried even

I'mready.
I'lltry to keep
it together.

A+ y to have wokenupin. if we are recognized.
.~ Withthelagoon purified,

¢ populations rose & prospered, &
there was an explosrve culturql y ﬁ
S renaissance.

L g p
il L A .
B + I'll be with you
& nomatter what.
3 SRy We canalso leave
anytime. The snfety

. . - word is "nillits.”
& W', q:
4. @ &!@

, i
Rae, canwe e
goalready? (| =

AN o

"

People wrote books, plays, ‘r“- e
songs based onus. Uh. N
Lots on you specifically.

= 4

to my hand
real tight.



_ Alll did was get y
hit in the head with
wmy  ashovel...

Mortova.
The town builton
the location of your
colony.

quick to forgive,

L(;h and life was pretty
- good & getting

Give ortake

you see it differently. 1-2 miles.

You actually lived They swapped *
i - ~ tostone construction

'Smert move...
. dtsome point.

Fuck..lt's chilly
heretoday. 4

In places like this,
deliberate elemental
) worship began

*?‘““”
. Thesepeople are
- justtellingstories.

it | mean, they worship <
This place has actually 4 fire because of me rlght" )
experienced about 4 more .
devastating fires over the
past 200 years, since

your initial accident.

kidding me?
Did | curse

this place? That's fucked,

. butnotacurse.

ﬂ Is 'fucked'
; the technical

No, sweetie.
- Old wooden cities

tend to burn down. story is what drew people

[ =) N m
- oy I

The fact you were gone & may
or may not return made you
very appeqlmg to the public.

It was sad and romuntlc
and in your absence,
they could project what
motivations & interiority
they wanted on to you.

Thereitis, over there.
The pride of the

end the oldest
church in town.

The apartmentbuildings are,
of cou rse. newer co nstruchon

Thisis just the

to come & visit this place,
& of course a population
keptresettling it. "

The lack of information
makes him a lot more
difficult for the publicto
getattached to.

Eventheuqh Lem
also sacrificed so much,
he's been very...aloof.

I have no doubt sharing =

aface with Lem madeitalot
easier for people to transfer

Itry not to, either,
but I'm real worried

their cultural fixation.

o\

entrance. It continues

underground.

There usedtobe |
alarge garden.

It's sort of
small, isn'tit?

This is the, nen, original
Moraneriallian church.

You're worshipped here.
Check out the door.




Well, it's a little
faded since | last saw it.

What am|

- Have we endorsed
this religipn?

uhh...mastering Moraneriallian
the artof the flame, : artworkstendto
...or whatever. have a certain...

huc\nwt ) uh...aesthetic.

Quite a lot

of nudity..and crying...
: andblood.......

You're supposed to
look uh...cool?

Sorry...
um, lam...
I have something
inmyeye. .

Absolutely not. Don tworry.
You don't have to act the diety
for anybody. It's arule.

- Are we actually
goinginthere?

Don't have to.
‘ We cango home
|\ " orheadsomeplace
" RN else right away.

N -no, | should goin. We
-came all this way. | can't
back down now. Right?

Fern, we didn't
walk here, we magically
teleported. We can

biggity bounce.

1 x_.-‘! M_.- ’_.-

~
\
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Yousay & (. . .
that, but... i l...I'mnot Maybe consider

touchingit.... | Fern, not going inside.
H areyou =
Youdoit. listening We <l:1a||11-1|ust go

tome? ome.

| can't quit
beingan

elemental,
nowcanl?

Just seeing this picture
& thinking about what
I've said is more than
" enough for one day.

: = ' ; the door It'sjust... don't really
uﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁy e i isonly the want to be beaten
Onedayata The handles 2 beginning. by something so...

are soworn o
time. away.... pathetic.

IRy SUSE YR

)

!llu W RN sy

How to : It's hard to conceive
put this? A of this as something that
: " has all that much todo
withme... _

People in my colony
> 4 worshipped Lem like this,
, anditwas even...weirder...so...

Practicedinignoring - _' -- 4 R Uh...
. Can'tbeli N ;

my likeness because & macuaty X ~_Thisdoor

it's uh...not "mine," | sayingthis.. JB\ = . . isnotasold

anyway. .. o SN ; Pt & \ asyouare,
::rant tto go inkbut i . |thinklcan goin, 4 & grampa. -

ave to work up - :

:hen:,.ve u_ : I just need...

MO REE RN
LI |

]

' Pleaseum. N\
Make funofme. T Itwould

. Mock me or y  make me more
comfortable
isso old

already | right now.

Il LBl Rl BT HI A
WYL FE PN RN ENNE

N
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| know
what to do.

Itwon't be
dark for long.
You can smell

~ the candles,
right?

Ugh, this
heat...

Notlikely. Placeis

unpopular right now,
for a lotof reasons,

some we're bitching about -

right now. | expectwe’ll be

He's ; onour own.
supposed

_ tokeep Cal
company

whileyou're |-
iy | Anew chun_:h
across town just
stole the spotlight.

Freshart
‘& lots of space.
Electricity.

L o m—
fSRsAEEr ey

-

Ismellem...
Are they making
candlesin here?

Yep, that's
really, really
b hot. Hateiit.

Mm, it's
pretty dark,

They might
as well be.

Willthere

be anyone
" in here with us?
It's really cramped...

** Unfortunately,

you'd be mobbed.
I'd have to arrange
private hours to tour
thatone...




. You know a lot i 7 ; : ) F B 4

. aboutthis stuff, huh? T 0 .
- | remember §

] aright, it gets

L. cooler deeper

I'm easing intorelieving Lem
~ ofthe Elemental Mandate.
| ended up being into this stuff,
& he wants a break, so...

. : Pretty sureit's ]
’ You can always your birthday
_ dowhatever you 2 q inhere.

. 'So you think it's okay want, Fern

toeatinhere? -

Ty
% Mostly we gather information & run
our own independent audit, all because...
the churches can get pretty fuckmg
handsy sometimes.

One church tried to claim | was a fake,
& the real Raenerial was still
stuckin Cal, or something.

We had to run counter literature v e : S :
for, like, 50 years, to get this silly There was fiedtol ks cat 1o must.
idea to finally go away. amovementoverit! didn'tknowhimthat 3
: People cared deeply well, | guess
The real about freeing the

thingisn't Huh?

real enough? "real” Rﬂé.

because he's been dealing with
mortals directly for so long. Holy fuck. ]
That's pretty

invasive.

i

In terms of values, it
was exactly the kind
of thing we wanted to avoid.
That's why he decided
to form the mandate.

Therewas atime
when Lem received
dozens of marriage

proposals as part

of some weird
church schism.




Can't we just I mean...we thought
ban church? .~ aboutit, butlike, we're
. | Ay not thatstrong

andit'sacruel &
pointless endeavor
totry & putastopto
it anyway.

The people of
Faidia are used to
their independence,
so us making overt
demands on their
behavior falls
apart quickly.

The mandate
instead targets
the churches
themselves.

Tower is where our offical authority over
culture begins & ends, but we can help people
even more through the churches.

Toweris abigdeal,
but there are dozens
more capitals like it

Y across Faidia thatare

notrelatedtous. §

If a church meets our standards
of worship, itreceives elemental
accreditation.

Accreditation isn't required, but
to gain popular attendance, it's
4 considered normal.

M‘l&?ﬂ‘\‘l—_.uvg;; ny..-:-—-—q; T —

We placed a limit on
fiont " the size of churches,
ironing ou =

the wrinkles, which helped more

, iofcourse..._ :' s il than anything, | think.

Butnowthere'sclear &
regular lines of communication
between us and mortals, &

" we can work out how to help

] . each other more often.

It means we're consciously
watching each other, you know?

Spies...Weirdto .,
think we have spies. p
e Bit...seedy. 7

. Ifitmakes
you feelany
better, most of
themare
neccos.

Allthis devotion

is surprising though?

()

Mortals have good
reason to dislike us.

Wanting '

revengeisonly

to be expected,
but

This is where my
spies come in. They
auditthe services.

=

Who wouldn't
want revenge
after all this?

enactingrevenge
israrelyinthe best
interests of anyone
involved. -
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oot Lol i P Thisis where the ! - DREES =

L “arouwell NS RN  artificial tunnel ends. U e o
| minute? (AN It's a natural cave : NV DR away if

j 4 from nowon. ! 1 *n nesden. 3

Fom WY
I want to scout

ahead a bit. Make
sureit's safe & empty.

I've spent many
hours with him since

AT s TR

Never talking too much :
or too deeply about the =]
weirdness. 9 > " the stuff

with his...
his...

I can'tget any - | 4
momentum —_— Brothers.

L thinking this = Yeah. Cal
N, over. — toldme...

. w they're still

i’

when he
came to pick
me up, last

e, 'a‘.'llIllllllIl‘lllrtl-llﬂ.!mllll
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When I talk, or

when I think, it's @ : e
Cal, Cal, Cal.... "

Fuck. Whatam |

j ?
I hope I haven't trying to remember:

been too rude to Rae.
It must be infuriating.

%Wo; / wd.élj'tﬁre-m both to like me, so I'll be safe, _ ,
but | have noidea if I like them back, or if I'm just... : =)

_ ! : Back tHén
, rd
toying with them: Rae only talked

to me for a second.
Am I sincere? Am | not? [ can't... BN What was it he said?




No
"hello," Do you remember
just - Cal talking about healing

your aperture with
kissing?

=
—
",

I told him
notto loom

S S E I IR

(g

That wasn't Cal.
That was me.

[
r
[

Oh. Of course. You. His
abrupt gear shifts. | getit.

“ ™ Fernlikes

] " il ; — == \ . ‘:t{( j‘"‘ r emtall
i /s / ~ %«- ~ e ’
AT T e i) -
; y N
Oh, justone gear VG o ...and that was one
he didn't use much. a { of the few times we
-
) % talked.
Sorry to be
so abrupt.
= It was so...u-uh...
€ _ embarrassing, |
tliUSttv:u:t us ¢ ' reckoned you'd
o getto know \ N {
e e N\ remember it. '[

Platonically, | mean.
| do like you, but | won't
hit on you or anything.

And, er, we're
actually gonna uh,
dothat, foryour

aperture. -

/"

If you're all right
with it, of course,
and, uh....

B

But, Cal's waiting.
We can talk more later.



Rae had access to Cal's memories

Caldid tell

P cihatRae... ofmebecayse. . Thay seraionely,
p so they decidedto.... ;
F \ : SN i
;___?:—mm RN ERERTT] .
g Orum,
‘ g something
E . like that.

Itdidn't work

out back then,
obviously

R,

but that was something
they both agreed to at one time, so

maybe it's...okay to uh, consider -
an option on the table?

1~ Uhhhhhh

: ; - Idon't know!
i 4 _....a@ Idon’t know.

| #14

...they were settling, of course | h
know that, but to think they had . Ofcourseitwill

a plan involving me...even fit... seem nice inmy
imagination.

L} § TS ¥ e

t L 1) J
R —— ?

-

W Andthatwas = . .

I needto be
realistic here.

l||||Il|lllll'l||'"

My apertureis
healing!

Rae said he likes
me, and we already
did stufflike this...

There's noneed :
to gooverboard, “"

‘-.-lu.._ ' 1 -_ T \ : w
L F———_— | LA | -
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I'm nervous : \ I don't know
about getting Hey Fern! > > when I'll be cut

dependent, | Allclear. o offfromall this. GomBon

bl TR YT L AT T

iy fa A There's candle
pointin _ . tenders, so Ithought... \ N - | hope
gettingall \ | But | checked & it's | : 4/ . you brought

worked . aliclear. a stretcher.

up. b,
Just enjoy /¢ J o v~
itwhile it lasts. ) = ‘

'CusI'm
not gonna be
able to climb
% backoutof

Don't worry.
we'lljust teleport
home from the
bottom.

A cave with

dragon remains...- Was this seriously Those clowns

under their noses? would have loved
this so much...

no wonder they " always here right

made a church.

I thought carmors
were only this big in Miavra.
A i

There was a time they
were this big everywhere.



”
Clowns aren't nothing.

Tell me about the clowns. I recall certain

decisions | made,
because...they
look alongtime
to make.

ldon't really remember
everything, butl remember :

how this place made me feel. y b
P 5 ~ Mylifehere... _
wasn't...good... |

Now lhave to live ;‘ Cal told you
withwhat I did. V&R itwasanaccident. -
> Thatwasn'ta Ii_e.

Fola killed his father
o by accident.

Those
- peoples'
deaths
" weren't
* _ your
fault.

: O &Y [ s B - _

- That'strue ol P10 Justbecausehe 3 _ " Do youthink he
regardless of ' [ had amotive...he SR was guilty because
the frqmmq S 9/ | blamedhimself. ¢ he hada motlve"

Folawasakid, * Justbecause you have
though. lwas = "complicated feelings about
‘ anadult. - . B these people, ¢
\ ‘ - That's not the only ; -
aﬂ- “5 reason he'sinnocent.
= " He didn't do it on purpose,
and neither did you.

| ‘L} .tw’:r‘

-

Q{:\ Youfeelresponsible ] maybe even
-()) --. becauseyouwere - wantedtohurt
; victims who survived. ¢ ' them F
That's all. / N d 4




Nicely captured
his antennae.

TR TR e 22
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This isthe
first of the
wall murals
down here.

You pray to Fola
for good weather.



" The secondaries are -
simply more popular.
H 1

_. LR i A The biggest mural is dedicated
May...Lem. J1.#®%) -~ ¥’/4 [lI¥ ' toCal, you, andl. It's the deepest

_ 4 i . - one, at the extreme end of the cave.
155 ;
Not as much

EMPhaSiS : - ! =, v R '

onthem. Wil © - It's...like...Um.

<05/ - The most sanctified place. |
~ e “Where the dragon’stail ends. |

-~ lknow | keep saying
- . "sorry,"but... . 4

Andinstead of
figuring out what
todo... .

You'retryingtohelp, - F o
” .. &ldon'tevenknow ( -1 justthink, "if

how to respond, how >
to even...accept it. ~ only he knew

the truth...”

" T w
Imeanit...Forthe

bad things | know I'm*
. actually doing. .

gt

=

a
/
‘{1

-
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You're not -
"‘"‘.hurting me.

" luckyyou're
even speaking

When we heard

you were back,

of course, Cal &
| talked...

But Cal said you'd think

you wereinlove...| mean... You'd
beinalot of

4 Lem told me to stop
’_ -+ believing what was
" convenientfor me...

I was convinced
you'd hate us. |
was glad if it meant
you'd be okay.

"l know what
| did to him."

That really
. gotunder my skin.




Lemcanbea i;igantic dick.
Not like Cal, but he'scruel. ~

- Well, either way,
_ itjogged something
in me, you know?

Growing up | realized |

only really liked men.
* Whenlwasateenager,
| said as much...

Tﬁey told me everyone
was expected to have chnldren,
g so, thatdidn't "fit."

;| should have left,
but | was scared!

| di:dn"_t v\}ant to be alone,
| wanted to be with people.

The otherswere content - 4
domg it secretly, even though
"y Jt hurt so much.

.r/ :

) Befor'e | knew it, tenyears

had gone by, & by then, my children

were trapped in it too!

Butl didn'tknow |
was an elemental. That
itwould kill everyone.

o

It's not that | killed
them...It's that | wanted
to leave, anyway, but
stayed.

-« Even the others like me
didntstand uptoiit.

They told me,"Later,we'll- \/ )

let you get what you want,” but 1 was

waiting for something that'd never come.

™. - Whendoes "later” come
if they're the ones who decide?
Why would they give you what
youwant, ifthey canjust keep
taking what they want? -

- 'WANTED lb leave! If  hadn't

been acoward,

" ifI'd made the
hardchoice.

If only I'd lefi-

U

%

-




%

Why aml, of
all those people,
still alive?

| caused their deaths
» clingingto alife | didn't
J ‘ even want.

s }"1

der

~‘Whatif absorbing abuse -
“isaltI'mreally for?

| don’t even know -
‘. iflreally love Cal. L oy ot -
: - Maybe | assumed
He wanted me to, so l did. |
Justto have a’place.

That's how | survive. - ' " Butiflwasn't like this,

Stay empty, want nothing,

| wouldn'tbesowretched. & I
obey.

| wouldn't have been drunk.

Y - Hewouldn't
ha-\fe souchedme. I wouldn't have freaked out.
He wouldn't have hurt me.

| could have stopped
all of this from...




.dsat
all true.

l...I need
to sitdown.

I cantell you
what | think. AN

I'm right
here, Fern.

It's so friggin’
hotin here.
already...
Oh. >

@
| :”

““Ip..
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You hold yourselftoa .

really high standard...
and you feel really
guilty...

Areyouready
for me torespond?

- . Whichmakes
- sense...

Since you're one of the nicest
people I've ever met.

Butl've meta lot
more people recently.

{ | know thatisn't much,
coming from a shut-in
weirdo such as myself.

_And it's still true, W
all right? .

THITIR :\"ﬁ_‘i; 1Y | T L Hjll

41 i 5T A TH K P
—>
You'revery

passive, & you go
with the flow, yes.

| saw you fight Cal, | saw you

try to assert your boundaries.

I bet you did the same before,
with your colony clowns. N

| Z But they just beat you down
Butthere's more however they can, don'tthey?
toyou than that.

Y > i oo There'snoindicator -

I8 ; ' ] Y you've done anything.
He flushesit all down

the fucking toilet.

Cal goes out of his
way to avoid validating
any part of your existence.

Nothing you say or do
matters, it just disappears
into the void.

;Giving youf‘self creditis
hard when you're down,
& they make it impossible.




The factis, you are = |/ W
fucking wasted on us. 1\ ' indebted
_ < L toyou.

,_ Fern, don'tyou . _ T : .
realizethatI'monly BB~ We couldn't get it done on our own.
outhere because Sl Cal brought you home, & things changed.

" After only a few weéks That was

with you, he wasrelentingonso B ) = &y astunning
many thingsalready. g IF" IO SN0 reversal.

"I'mnot suving,l"yourtormenl
sure was useful, keep going.”

\ =
_ : showed
S e ', asurly, b - ' patience
building &' " sickman - & kind-
to that. ' without & ] ness again
There'sno —1 hesitation, & againin
justification = without the face of
for your = anything : hostility
suffering.

On your own, even |f youwere

Bemg gentle & kind is stronginevery concelvu_ble way,

wonderful and worth protecting.
It's not a weakness.

It's normal to expect other people
to have your back. Anyone who says §
otherwise is against nature. =

SRE sy .
: deal with any of this on your own. Y : no one was going to be on your side?
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It's painful to realize how universally

you've been let down. You don't want
to depend on anyone.

Especially stuff your
abusers really did.

- Youwantthere
to be justice so much
you'll take it outon
yourself.-

§ 4 You can berate
yourself, and you
know you'll take it.

" And you can hurt
yourselfin ways
p your abusers
could never
A\ imagine.

N

“ Butthat

isn't justice. ..
%

“ Eh!Sorry,
| wenttoo
far again.

You're

to stop doing
this shitto myself.

N TTIIT

STl [ ﬁ ‘_‘_.W I":fm

=
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Atthe veryleast, lhavetostop |
* so |won't have tositthrough -
such effusive praise ever again...

. Ah...
| apologize.
Igushed a

I'm grateful,
| just...needto
processit.

Let's finish here. Show me the horrible .
mural from hell. I'm locked into this now.

® Theidea 6f being loved by people * }
: in my personal life is painful /
. enough, butthis church... _

Isit OKifl
tell astory

L Tellmeabout”
aboutme?

r yourself.
Please.

CrEH | [

| khow I've been
Aalkingalot.

H T

b ' P Butlhad been mixing
*** Since l was a secret, , ) frqgments of my magic
noone knew | existed. into the lagoon for

- alongtime.

On the off-chance
itwould do something.

I
i



" I was hoping against hope
. someone would realize | existed.

Because of that, though,
linadvertently gave myself an
extra job. The arbiter of

- dreams in Faidia. :

Aminor
ability, -
like Cal's

Not as strong
portals.

' “Ididn'tknow ifI'd
.‘had any effect atall on the world
untll Lem & | got to talking one night.

He told me about thns weird llttle sect
inthe Hraycm mountains.
They knew about me.

| wanted to

= beapart
ofthe world

so badly.

To be fair, | haven't
really used it muchyet.

There's not
a lot of justification
» formeddlingin
_ peoples' dreams.

. Yeah,

" people do

L thatwell

enoughon
thelr own.

v,

) "

M
ﬁ'ﬁ

K’V 7

{ S

ff!:?*ir“w%*zin

LI I rrf;':i“*‘!.'!?’fi::;'s::I-.F-!.?.':iﬁ??

"‘Some mortals had aétuall;f become
. aware of my presence, & createda
mythology around me...

T HTHITT T

jiEiTSEngrinensrphid)

! | Even though | was still
hiddeninside of Cal, they
.had started deifyingme!

TR E H HEHT R H AR R



#

Lem agreed to take
me to see their temple,
since this was before my
?"‘""’ prison sentence was up...

2

Y P~

““. ltwasa big deal for
me to just get out of the house.
- lwas really excited.

m’f"”m T — -
1 ' - '
muuum:m“m“”jr..h_,__ N
o
: AN Y
i

It was dark,
_like this one,
& creepy.

disappointed me
at first.

LARLRBRRA

The statues,
the murals,they were
hideous, ghoulish...

| was slapped
in the face with this
depiction of myself
thatl agreed with,

but hated.

¢
ri‘llliﬂlipi::lunli-q- |
dapriga &
.E.-’iﬁsjil-l“iiliﬁﬂiii;’.f‘z.‘ L e —
TaFRPTER CRRNPNNDERRR T

™ lwas
crushed.
| feltthe

- Afilthy,
ravenous,
- slavering,

fool for
. P expecting %
disqusting ¥ ‘something =
.abemination... * flattering. 4

T
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W

But he said,
"Take another look."

wLETTH W
L}

ki

i

rf) \ -t (1Y

" lwas

Il;:l.i

-
S

1L
_illllilllllll!il..l.uw;'-l'. _

dismayed :
Lem took |
meto f

sucha
Almost thought -

3 he was playing some
| P sick joke on me..

=’ 1
B I =
ll =|1 il W LT NI l"[]..ll i

[T

" Allpainful

things that | \\
tuned out
because...

~ He took me around
* & pointed out the
' details I'd missed.

In X
the details,
d Iwasbeing

injured,
starved,
imprisoned...
tormented. | thought|

: : A deserved them.
Ly i | _ 2 TR o I
..._,__.':;:\

/" “"There's more to this than what
— you're assuming right now." -,

"You're notangry or
violent in these."

.......
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. Tobedragged that
hard by strangers... -

: . Thanks to Cal's story,
¥ Notlike my everyone thinksthey £

mllli‘:ll}(wggn't - e insecurities y KITCANTRG:,
areasecret.

" evenrealyet. .
That really X

fucking sucks.

| hate inflicting N - e
itonothers. . Mydesireto - o
o " be known was also

knowing I'd haveto
: =t - { : : { make other people
It's a heavy 2\ QLW \ &8 contendwithit...
burden. L\ 4 5 P :

But these people...
heard my story, &
notonly recognized -
my existence, but
felt badfor me. -

- The best | expected was
for people to think Iwasa -
vermin to be exterminated.

HH!HHHWMHHHHMM% iy st UL

vk g ?_E
:m“ﬁumnmnu!mmlmlnmlllIIII!Il'ﬂlllmﬂlllﬂ'llm'.ﬂﬂ!\k\'\‘\\‘lmI!U.lkllllllllllll.lluﬂia bttt
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2 kg . L g
The grisly paintings - i !

were an emotionally 78R We think we know

accurate reflection of ourselvessowell, .

» myown bad life. e " butwe kinda don't.
' . -~ ltmade me wake uptothefactlwasn't - :

really aware of everythin__g to do with myself.

" i \\
R
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1
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| realized :
I'd been looking at
myself through the
eyes of a bigot,
someone who hates
for convenience.
R Someone like Cal.

For ¢
the firsttime, |
felt shame for

always being so
mean to myself. -

of person
you wantto
be, especially
ifyou've had
a bad life.

ST
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RN LY,

Cal and therest

| act like they know best.

- Like they know
us better

They're pretending to have
authority that can't even exist.

"

than we knew

ourselves. . ¢
- : - SR _;‘

No one but
you can really
figure who Lonely,

but forus...

r liberating.

- l'lltakeit over a gormless
clown like Cal having the final say.

it
e Mgt 2
Sy ey




Has Cal
seen this?

Fern, comeon.
Use your brain.

- ..i‘

¢ He has a framed ‘i,,.‘. /
. copy of itin his office.




= According to Moranerial fans, =
after you were slaughtered by Cal,

s . [

@

S you sprang back to life, & rained down divine
fire from the sky to purify the sins committed against you.

e Thisisn't exactly

how | remember it. & -
7 #  There were alotof

. i.t=storms around that
/a timeorsommat.

Caltriedtouse me
- todefend himself, but heslepiel bl
he miscalculated. o P ou butiisnagped
" = T i i ¥ in two on his thick
You soothed me, & we ) - _ - Skull.
_both rode against him. R -

e

A N e T T A L A B R s B R e BLEL

’.Ilnlnlllllllllnuunln|||llllll‘|l|ulﬂuulululnm-ﬁf

Then you stuck him with your '§ N . . A NOEN because fuckCal,

spear, right in his blackheart, g8 R . - - that's why.
- & vanquished him. S\ ; e

They're just symbols . i 4
of whatyou actually - Wl " You defeated

\ accomplished, Fern. : N _ B obadman. &

~ No one sensible thinks you - Gy X i e 3
r literally attacked Cal... .
mostly it's kids. It was cool, so it

p . Atthe end of the
.. story, youwentto sleep,

Pp. toreturnsomeday ¥
~ whenyou'rereadyto
. . protectFaidia again.

_ ‘_getsacool story. A



| don't see Lem
\ getting any credit
; inall of this. _

That's weird.

- Like we were
saying...Lemis fine
with less attention.

. They barely give
~ him credit for your face,
which they definitely like,
but also definitely came
fromLem.

— N - Butwe can'treally
Lemisn‘ttheir || . control that kind of thing.
favorite, Fern. | We can only get on with

Youare. wi B ™ eachother, youknow?

& |\ Doyouneed
3 : NUA Fl | tositagain?
The folks who “ L . Snacks?

like this stuff aren't ﬂost 6f peoples' >y

exfﬁf:l_mﬂg:d:‘gz;?f " engagement with this

Ah..Sorry. LA : =
I'mqustthinking. ' | 0 " youmean about...
i interpretation.

.}. .
PR

And the thingis, stories that will _ b % " With a story like

be made related to the "real" me Y 47— ) vy P
won't be accurate, either. - % this, whowouldn't? ==

. S & % / SN \ \\ vyin % & And whileI'm worried
It's not me they're worshipping, &7 _ ~— I won't meet peoples'
for that... , 1}‘._ " # 1 '\ ) ): . ,-—,-,., \" Who could?

e




_ lguess A 2 N
b | can just enjoy A Lo .
. Thinkinganyone _ o [N ==
" could actuallydo J} , the story forthe © N ; / N
this stuffis a , : themes...and . & N | Wllhln reason,

differentissue... 2 notsweatthe

of course.
details. :

4 ] He certdinly actedlike
- notupset j ' I'd done violence to him
about the use J I 1 by calling himarapist. -
of violence - 7 .
here? That
was what |
was most > 4 -
| worried /¢ N4 1) ¥ haveto qualify
- ¢ Stabbing Cal 4 B : bl i
(lbOl.'lt :: hu - |t sapp cal HES “w'It:‘iuI;:ri‘: oE
What's more
complicated for meiis...

It's...kind of horny.

It's not great, That's defwhat Cal ~

T —

ULl BN butitmakes B i 2% likes aboutit. -
5 s< | emotional sense. B T 1 k. _
&/ | S I'm defending - =
= B / oy Fofitdiq, :l:!'lich s N {
—| AN softens things.
g s ¥ e N =y ‘4
oo ST\
T P S | — |
D aa e N T I
i . & » = Y :
| can live _ oy ' _ M It'sfrightening.
¥ withthe = / ~. - BN \ » That's Cal's fault,
l  figurative < AW more than theirs.
¥ horniness. [ \ 4 | know most people
\ - ‘ § \ don'tmean any harm.

. 4 F ()
But the gratuitous / Iﬁ"’ But...Ireserve the right

" stuffisalwaysgoing 8 to hate the nude door
tobe...harrowing. _, B painting.

L T TRATTNTT
7 ":.' L ;."! ; [ ’, & " F
£ : N, T L ¢ _'

P oy, B It's bullshit,

butyou believeit. A mural of me killing my
fuck boy boss, who killedme, &°

* That's fair. . &5 _
This bigone isthe far & e W — is now a historical landmark

e,

more famous painting, ¢ d 29— v ' Y “\ inmyhometown...
fortunately. A~ - e < . _ %\w



" Cal's afuck .. No, no.

boy, huh? - " Call himnasty
£\ ( You should * things as much
_call him that. as you qut
If anything it's ¥ .
flattering... '

RN 11|\

T\

W...what about e |

you?Howdoyou . _* _ .
feel about this _ " - Y..youmean, like, uh.
1o “Nen oW Professionally, or...

N " Personally. &=
" Didyoufindit
> insulting to be
P depictedlike
Bew this....?

—

I'm...like....

....uunn{rmuunun|u|||lmlullllliIJllIl1iIIlIlHIIHI.IHHHI.\HI.IMH'3
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e
B B p } | swearthis
| guess you know isn't a case of
whatl meanwhen sexual harrassment,
- |saylhaveabig

g I'm just stupid!
~ mouthnow... 1 ¥

Isthere a hole
. nearbyformeto
crawl into?

e ... tend to d-dislike art
{. ;%’ A ’Wﬁ like this, generally-
rs speaking, yeah.
?1?50 ff.:f;’ I stickto my formto
show solidarity with
other halflings. -

[ lrr'lrv'HHHm;l.m!-lmlHIHHHHI

i |\ Isthereanyrepresentation
But that's just L\  ofmyvillage here, then?
a gesture, not reality. : -

Historic town square,
there's a memorial
: to the unnamed Si=eian
The reality is, of course, viliggensaphoiciec. there'salsoa 'huqe
thatI'manelemental i o statue of you, that |
with magical privileges. ™ wanted to warn
you about.

It's clothed,
atleast

That...figures.
~ 1think...they're

_ We all shared the same face
A allright, youknow?.

If they were actually here, the{r'd
B . » be happy, seeing themselvesinit
The assholes | knew in this e 14
town were pretty basic.

If I'm being honest,
they would have loved
this whole thing, way
: —N ~ morethan | ever could.
I'mabumthey N i
didn’t like much- They're finally a place

on the map, likethey
_ always wanted to be.




But my family
is another story.
I'll come back
another day...

o wonderful | =¥ f’:_‘el d‘;‘:z':"t‘
N idea. én = BT .
’ ‘. : = P Itdoesn'tdo
- ' anything for

 I'msurethe
city would agree.

in the way we had to live,
but within my family...
I had a lot of accountability.

™~

Beingwhatlwas,
doing what | did...|
made their lives
harder & there was
nothing they could
do but put up with it.

None of us had much say 2

I'l have a look
atthe memorial.

~ | canremember the
names of my children

something |}

physical to

grieve over
will help

makei

feel..
real.

it

8

~ Itried, butit was

| nowhere neargood.

" T'Uletit
sustainme
because...

Maybe the names
can be added...It'd
make me feel bett__er.

There is something
more |l cando I'msure.

o Butfornow... ,
%, it'sanything. |

.| don't want
/' theirloveto
. gotowaste.

i Even if.l'rn 3
" struggling

* I'mtheonly
one left who can
remember them.

?.\r\. . W

| can't let myself

overwrite it all with

my self-loathing.




—(CE | : . :
\ ( They wouldn'thave wanted [ The mls.takeswle ve made...
) you to suffer like this. suffering won'tfix them.

They're
resting now.
I wish | could
go back intime...
and make their
lives good....

- ldidn't
think it'd
betoo late
50 soon...

MU ===t g

Let's make
the best of it.




Give me
asec&

Fithelp. 14

Hey, Lem
messaged me.

He'll be cdming down

& having dinner with us

around six or seven.

I'm...Ican'tuse
this thing, Rae.

“%f.ﬁfw

: That's
the trick?
So picky...

Why
/ can'tit
| havereal

buttons...

" Gripbythe

edges & touch
the screen with
justone finger.

Did you manage to
take a photo yet?

falNERLagy;

AN s

M T TTT LT TN TreT

]

\RN{ k-\\\o“

might come too.
Is that still OK? 8

' Yousure?
They can be
a bit...a lot.

now l'll be
fine by then.




They're excited =
toseeyou. | can help you
\ take the photos,
v, ifyouwant. -

Weneeda lotof
anglesforittobe
effective anyway.

>+ Onceyou're used
to seeing yourself, the
dysmorphia should
ease off.

Here.
Your whiningis
.. adorable.

Maybetakea
bredk_frorn it for now.

& But knocN :
é |toff ok"

~_ You'llbreakit..

l-- '"lllllllll!llllllllllllllIllllIll-'I

Do ybu. ..automatically
share your memories with Cal?
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No.Wedon't do that kind

of thingnow.

S8 A SR RRIRA R AR AR ARRRRRLAREL]
‘EEERE..

[RRRRERAR. DN IRAS RS adSIRaINg

e B :

e ol TR

S i
/’Oia.

Wedon'teven
talk much...

=

He writes beautiful

letters, evenifthey
- are bullshit.

The distance
makes itso much
more tolerable.

» What's
worrying

i

LY I kn-know | might be totally off-base
_ here, &1 don'treally... | don'tunderstand

i b anything, so I'm just gonna say it.... .
T e ——

e s R BEL D R B RN R W WY

NN R TSN - S W W T _

IRRIRARERRRURRRRRNNINERRIVRI RN LR L Lt L DL LR LT R

T e ¥
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We had to work hard
for what little we have in
terms of individuality, so...

- We avoid tampering
? with our memories & .
personalities using

| won'tbe
sharing any
of this with
him unless

you want

meto. o " wffwe talked about,

~ afterall.

4

" Are yOu...
" Would he...

- | was scared...Wasn't :
thinking clearly when | did that...

" Itwas intensely private

BUEELAREEE RLGRE

BERRIPRRIEL N UL A ARREE RIRARIE »



CR R = b R e L

. No. Th!S |sn 't
even Cal's
business.

Yousay that but...
Cal could still be reully
. upset...

-

What if it affects his ’ ?

WhClt VOU did | perception of me?
F\g?sn St( f’é‘;‘?; 7~ Whatif he thinks -
’ L4, I'mawhore?
probably going %

todiscuss itwith { g

But we resolve
these things i V. 2\
sympathetically 2581 gz = —Y" X
now, we avoid » This is both
hurting people. anon-issue
% ; : _ & a foregone
'  conclusion?

A

Cal read many of
your personal thoughts
way back when, so... |
, um.Heprobably /
Y already knows...to g
o someextent...

I'm sorry.

| know how
this must
upset you.

"good to have ;
4 confirmation. =

P ——

' —vy
> ,;ﬂé" I'm...I'm ~“ IknowCal'snot = & e
fiasy aware you *__g._, " goingtorejectmefor “7 \Q
47 primaries "having other partners, "% Idon tfeel safe with g3V
7 areallkind -

people unless |'ve
giventhem some-
thing they want

from me.

of walking ° o .l."l(.:llt necessanly »"

to the beat
of your own
drum, so...

5

e e e S

Lol e £
T

N
That'snot '

really whatlI'm <
_ upset about.

> |t ends up being
this compulsive thing
every time.

I've neverbeenina 3§ "\

relationship | | get wrapped
wantedbefore. up in my own reasons

for doing things.

[

o NN T ST W A

I'm not having uny
.. regardthatCal _
~ couldgethurttoo... 3§

A\ Sol'mnotusedto
A~ conducting myself |
in a normal way. }

3!-‘" llr-l&; e

I'm acting shady because

4 Andto expect a someone to put
.~ | don'tknow how else to act. |

up with that isn't reasonable...

[

o

@”h



_ o

Fern, take a deep breath.
Here, drink some water.

e

Sorry. | guess...
I'm scared of

—-w.w "W TN hisreaction...

Like I said... T e |
\ U P = Solcan't
. dl Y| <o : s . thinkabout
< I , anything f
i Calisn't ¥ E else.
theissue J ' . e Y i
here. ¥ I..-_..._.... ............... S —

B

LY TRET ITIP A (it

| yelled, | called
g himugly...Itmust
. havehurthisfeelings. 2

| know you're thinking
Cal has done a lot worse to me...

= [ But thatdoesn't
= ' 7 mean|'mincapable
AP » __ ofmistreating him _
- 3 @4 too... L % _
E- QY Whatifhe
E backslides
P ‘because
n__ -

of me? _

Whatifhe hurts
someone else? |

¥ -

He's sensitive,
he freaks out i
over anything. g ) \ Q) W G

—— PN (! A =" I'maccountable
A\ :*“ ol / . ke  because hecares
;1 ar &b | about me?

What if we
went through all
this only for me
tojust... &

Now that |
know whathe's

/ 1 capableof... ,
AT : V. q’ﬂ!‘h"

V™ The stakesare so

\

>  Getdrunk & do

)~ high, | feel paralyzed... Jl¢ . somethinghorrible _. { |
- — N & hejust...endsup 27 S Buthowaml
Uy ) \\ . il back how he was? / o supposed to control himiif...
A ' - 8 ‘ :



L

o\ Fern.. ;ym

¥

What Caldoes  ° |
. is his own problem. "

be P T TTRIT] -
F._,?f;’ifl“"‘n"“'“

You'reso
vulnerable, -
it's agonizing.

No, seriously.
Your actions are not
a carte blanche

- for him.

\

Cal controls what
Cal does, notyou.

» You're notresponsible 3
for his actions, heis.

. -..l‘i.l\I‘I.:IJ_,-",'}'Ii.I“L'II!..j ‘,7 - <?‘%
i il ot o |
Trrena ae "

Fuck, that smells amazing. Bl . I'mmaking

M Setitdown anywhere. _ k* PGStﬂb-—x;ﬁ..’ BN e
i g youdoing? f A You might be
A T 9 o) © . ableto help Fern

with his phone. | > -

& Oh, okay. | just wdnted to ’T /\
' checkinon you guys. L f

e

- '® theproblem? -

{‘..

2 Sure, what's 3

Youreally

s~/ don'thaveto,
RSXe Viv...| hate

ISP, this thing. - € £9

Takeiteasy, Fern.

Ohh, your b
pasta with the \
peppers? | B

love that

welcome
tojoin us.



Because of Lem.
That situation is... |
: mm. Weird.

What were
we talking

about? ;-

....-_.___._'_";.__-__..___-_ . -J._/L/.W.LA./J._._._-_:-_; :
““‘ - 'gf{ R
' Well when you say jiback ‘
tome, it sounds like I'm making

You're worried Cal / : i /
is going to do something -. A\ Lo v © big deal out of myself... \
violent because of you. 7 - = \

U 4 Andyou'll feel You're not making

respon5|ble a big deal out of yourself,

you're afraid of Cal, & /

; , = 3 | { _ .‘_, . )’l
“* ; S\ that makes sense.
‘ X ol I-_ . ; é e ik - ‘

q.ﬁl SO st e u;‘_';‘;.'\x NG

%

The conditions Calsetfor . N f behavi
your life together arenot | * ofeal your DENGVIOR

the conditions we're LGP N (|| [ hasbeenprovocative, or ¢

\
h
.

v living with now. ' manipulative, or anything
. B like that. You have very |

little to worry about. |

It's going to be
hard to accept that,
i and thut s OK.

The way Cal

treated you, and
.~ thewayhe
| punished you, $/4&

B

" iswhyyou

| feellike this.
r?"‘}\ >

' He hurtyou really
badly, terrified you,
and we're obligated to
reassure you any

.i_

-‘ . -

" Thatdoesn'tsound
real, but I mean... being
reassured would be
_ better than being sad

& believing crazy stuff.

He could also give you
reassurance. You can ask him ]
about it, if you're up for that.



Yeah, that's
theidea! v

" Maybe now
it's nap time.

. T
' Solsaid 4|
hello TWICE!

. Who's that ghastly
laugh belongto?
= ¥/ .

”f"’“‘i

Anyway- A
what I'm saying
is that-

=

S Sounds
&N, unhinged.
/.

Easya bud.

‘”’*ﬁ‘«‘..u/

" I'mallright,
I'mallright...




e A e\

Y

k
X

> I'msorry, ¥ Folu,h IsLem SO |¢sfine, jrgnss 3B
I'mmaking a 2 what'sthe j
deal?Is he
all right?!

ever all right? he's going ? helirqum :
) He'salways Gl through "
hadhismood "  stuff.

swings...

lot of noise.

| Lem, come sit

on the couch. 5
) o Fon

Smoke some
weed & calm

Youtalked |

meintoit fi But he hasn'tbeen .
; : the same since we started Tomorrow we finally haul

balancing the lagoon, him all the way out of the lagoon.
to be honest.

‘ e ———— e —————

r o oS Folq, give mé
a hand with this? m Even if Lem said it was all right,
Wl the idea of breaking the news = &

to anyone is kinda...overwhelming.

Sure, f/;{; O
=t e gl Rael & 2} \ F K L o IM
| forgot it was a big _ I : l W 4 =
, dayforhimtoo. " o But..Idowantto know
/) -

= Really...big.... what it's going to mean...

Butuhhh
| can hear
your thoughts
loud & clear,

- | like your
outfit.

Don't panic.
It's okay. The
othersaren't
getting it.



'f Y J
ust playitcool. _ . - :
I It's npo b‘,’q deal. _ Yeah, sorry. I'm useless with electronics,

s AN % so Rae took dictation for me & sentiit.
o - ) Q¢ B —_——

J' | got your message earller
() [ I'm guessing Rae wrote it
- W|th your permlssmn" )

. We think | can
see apertures.

Then...do you mind keeping ¢
.another secret for me?

Whatever
my aperture
looks like,
pleasedon't
mention it

toanyone ¢ Ny - % -
justyet... ¢ V4 e , It's...pretty
j strange, yeah.

P Justmyparanoia
| talking, but, | imagine
i itdoesn'tlook very 7
good, does it? .

. ~ But we'll find out

Please don't : | soonenough. 4
describeitto / : .

., - me, either. ’

I'm sorry
to burden
you with
somany
secrets.

| actually don't really know
: what will happen, tomorrow, to us.
-d 4 . ’

¥
a7




Ugh,l'vehad ™
this gig at a friend' s
bar the past couple

. centuries.

Quityourjob? \-
A good quitor

abad quit? itkinda

Are you telling 4 fell through

Fern qbou_tquitting § - , ‘ ] n U / today. So it

' il You'releaving out e
oglrloutandwus B! like halfthe story, > Imetherat
awkward instead. asshole. 4 [ . thatconcert, she & /r
I - ' : ’ wasvery nice
- # So he quits by N S e . - W . .
just like that. J " © /"9 v N ." wefl)lb ﬂ:;ﬂz in
I said hello, USEA0F S e yourbullshll "
FOLLOWED N O - , il
her, & said R (R . . You should
hello again. $A OGN % A

Irefuseto
be embarrassed
about being

embarrassed lam a man-made

disaster. It's all fucked.
Fire me into space right

" . Youshouldn't
be embarrassed It's not
atallis what I'm that bad.

- I . ¢ : Lem’s
b Whatdid ljust S =20 : ¢, Thisisn't , aperture
™ say? She knows. il Askher & why ltold | -
Justask her " Iligetmy | t
jobback, it's” \ Out.
r notlikel've
§¥ never quit
before...

b wasn f;ustone e
F wavermq, furtive hght ¥
but....




You're good,
§ ljustneedto
48 talkto youfor
L

A

"% Mostofthem didn't *
y seem tobereal...orrather..

Ifanywerereal, *~
_l couldn'tdistinguish

Either hide in p.t':!.in sight, or
X hide that you are hiding.

.~ lguess|couldsee ; .
the advantage ofthat. 4 | | Yy




A2 Aren'tyou

Go ahead and
secondary sitting? o

{ getstarted oneating. )

All right.

" Fola, Fern!
We're stepping
out for a second.

If this is about
the guards, |
haven'teven
brought it up.

% Aperture stuffis
uddenly superinteresting
now that it's related to

| just wantto
discuss an aperture |
thing with you.

S

: Lem, puta
sockinit.

I'm not that
much of a boor.

my message
earlier, right?

_ There's sc;mething
sa | didn't write in my message.

Yeah! | was il

~ justtalking about wasted 4
it with him before opportunity.
_you cutinlikea — _
total bastarii‘l-‘b: B | ion

2 about these things
You fuckers never let too, y'know.
me hang out with Fern. ] '

_\“\ = My assisallittle
’ haunted, tobe
perfectly honest.

L% Thenwe can
| use each others'
1 magic, exchange

So, when elementals line our apertures up,
both elementals need to consent, right...?

Uh...yeah! Hey, I dolt __data, & all that.
R B sometimes. um—
lknowyou Just mosﬂy
don'tdoitvery |
much, Lem. T,

LR VAT,

Well, the thingis,

Fern did itinstantly.
He didn't need to wait for me.
It was like...

His aperture
commandeered mine.




After abeat,

| just proceeded
like normal, but...

. YA He could
- Ofcoursenot. W 1 have stopped
Hedidn't appearto :
notice what had A me anytime.
[ happened atall. 4 .
- . Did he make

| youdo something?

| could feel him like...
gripping my magic by the throat.

' Hedidn't
i tlghten hlsﬁngers

_ A...master key of
. - some kind?
It's innate then...
an automatic property.

_ : ~— & Like...Someone
. | [ ' = . incharge just
...but it was N 4 g L
. : ] . ! L\ points himina
still pretty disturbing. ) direction.

He's 3’ _ Lem, I don'tknow. Alll can thinkis,
already : ~4 . whatif he'd been a different kind
incharge, g § N 4

o of person?
ifyouwant | ) J‘—-/
to split ' ' g P 3 * N
hairs. L \{)/

Caltreated Fernlike he did,
WE ALL treated him like that,
& this whole time, Fern could

have just...eliminated us.

_ How are we going
5 totellhim?

TR




We can'tleave
him unaware of
it, but he's also
really stressed
right now.

Let's giveit
afewdays.

AL ot Youtook Fern

I¥sthe moreweknow “JF to Morner?

job,Rae. } aboutourselves,
\ - the better, hm?

| smelled
the wax on
your clothes.

Fernwanted -
- toseeit.

We ripped off .
the bandage
together.

I've remembered @ I should have

alotofthings... 24 | | checked onyour
. 7 ONA colony sooner.

So, itwas...
interesting...




lused toreally um, '
grind theideainto
_ myselfthat...

| shouldn't expect
arescuer.

Maybe | was waiting foryou, "%
too, butfor other daft reasons.

They were presuming a lot, |
y based on nothing, &t
' disgusted me.

The other colonists
expectedyouto
return & reward

us for surviving...

Soltold
myselfl didn't
expectany
intervention.

They used that
presumptionto
justify all kinds
of ridiculous

Maybell WGS
just lying to

_ What would you
myselfthough. |

have done if you'd come?

I'd depose
the leadership,

I'd already handled
situations like that before.
but to quote someone who >
ascertained the situation... f

Well, your colony
was treating people
as livestock...

gfﬁ then disperse the >4
people to other
colonies.

"l had spread myself
too thinin a paroxysm
of self-flagellation.”

| took on way too
much responsibility.
| completely lost my way.
People like you...and Viv...paid for it.
| wasn't aware of
how little | could
actually handle.

That's probably
why Vivis still
so angry at me.



Vivwas here earlier.
He left when he heard
you were coming.

Have you ;

apologized to
him, yet?

-

f When Cal's story broke, :
Vivcame to see me about it.

|
: Rae
seriously

"1 have no pics
_ofthemtogether
you can't stop me

R T

fault, | mean, and
| was hostile, so what
else could he have
thought, but...

so | gotreally...l admitted...I'd
done many bad things—so he
shouldn't—

Here's my

< e_nd of things.

l

A

Heuh...er...he
begged meto
forgive him.

TR

Viv said a lot of stuff,
like, he'd been mistakento
blame me for his kingdom'’s
fall, and uh, stuff like that. £

It's hard to remember.

He's one of thos
. people who wants to do
. the honorable thing, so.

This sort of
thing isimportant

tohimlguess.

Th-therest
isn'timportant.

We made up, & decided to
create acity, together.

SeS——A. %, WY ARTJS Ba % \

e ———



Thatsounds...

Yeah,
that's
whatl
thought, : _ .

too. . -
But... '/} Wegottheprojectrolling, & then...
W he started stonewalling me.

i

oy

What can

We managed to complete the
\proiect through proxies, but...

¢ YAl '\. | _
) Youwinsome,
\ youlosesome, |

...buthewon't Y,
talkto meatall
NOW...

..: . - - . : ! P .
S '- N\~ T

': - Iknow, but . o, =

. you really : ' — : g #r.” J "

. oughta... AN SN e \ V) ( TN N

= - g 3 \ \

. Willheeven W p : Careto -

- listento me? | S ' D patchmein?
?ﬂﬁ"'---ﬂ-'--“ﬂ-ﬂ.ﬂ--ﬂﬂII-------.-II---I.- | R 3 - a ’ ! . -'.l



Thdt's mostly
- been downto Viv.

He's being
m 7. : atotal
/ She didn't -' 4 s : g . dickhead!
" Er, well, Ell = elaborate [J8) : '
mentioned some @ & v
; ups&downs rlght"
i ni® - . ’,
co® ¢ |
He hasn't
been himself

& franklyit's =8 ' k
Apparently he's intensely (‘j N r “ vl E:@"J?L‘:
had relationships | ijrritating. . el i
ontheside? That .) -
upset him? That .
he won'ttalk

)

It'd be spicy gossip if }
we weren't so worried
about him...

What
the hell? j/

Do | even want
to know what this
has to do with Lem?

Atabloid article about
his torrid affairs broke
afewweeksago.

@1 He stopped
/\ .hanging out

with us too, — >Ry loversin

— Q" thatarticle AL« o :
“- - sl ...it'slikeseeing
| g $ doubleinagreen

|_llllll_lli - . : i S ) wig factory!
L } - ll explams 4 . A T — :
- ulot__ '

The article doesn't
really explain
anything, but -




I've
returned!

.. -w’l ? _‘

e
Al
1 d f o

Did you hear
us just now?

real. They make |
all of it up!

T Y . r

Lem,
gimme.
You're
going to
dropit.

You know this
-already, Fola! Jeez!

lllllll

Lem, it'sarare
hair color...

You're

_ "} A N in' N/ S reading
A ) > N, ] y . "
"; : 2 _ intoit.
] Even if they re
real, which

pramqbly not —

-

Itdoesn't
meeeean

He fetishimizes
greenheads..

= B OEEEal BT T e

______

" Vivcouldbe
" really hurtby
kgl stufflike this,

% o '__ybonTread
r It S absurd that slop.

-\, - 4 f§ &evenifhe [
sy Prlvatmg into aman's prying life 4 Iwon'ten... —
T leads to assumptlons enablorage —
~7i =

TN B T

et i R A



You know how

_taedantlc heis..

Even if he did change his % N
mind, he'd make a big deal
aboutit, give a speech.

He's formal with
people he's noton
good terms with.

Er, Lem...Forget the
article for asec.

| don't think Viv - 37

He wouldn't

: is one to renege onan ; ] It's just - B
apology, especmlly withyou. # withdraw. = nothis pet
L _ . o Yy

Justtryto
~/{ talktohim

You're both
tomorrow' )} my friends & Think about
S 7§ A = this is really how | feel once

fucking weird.

The articleis a good
excuse to bring it up.

b iN @ whilel!
k-'%” o) .

You'reright, Fola.

| know I've already '{
asked a lot of you but...

I'm sorry.

I'll do what needs
~ tobe done.

At least
tryto
workit -
outfor
M mysake,

Big day tomorrow,
Fern. Make sureyou S
get plenty of sleep. 4

It's late,
so we should
head back.

. Seeyou
inthe morning.




abit of a mess L BN needto
inthere. \ LS ERY  placate

" But, that's
not the end
of the world...

A ~ youcould
- _Eventhoughyou ? _ stilldo it. :

weren't sentenced
g, torehab,

: Once I'm out of the lagoon,
i) | things are gonna change.

o\

ESSSSUNTS S Sy oy oy

that. That's NG TIM\Y} You're just .
notwhat I'm D = carefully avoiding }

4 talking about. ; saying a lie, like Py While I'mtrying
| ‘ yvoualwaysdo. [N _ to comfortyou, too...




You can just
sayit.

~ Everythin'
pointstoit.

o

I'l never be
ready enough

\ . > ; -I . - -
| know. I'm a lotmore sim...similarly <
to hear about

to Cal than | wanted...want tothink
| was....Uh;_..yoq_.qet what I mean.

P

Thotsnotesacty. A lot more..

ppilii

..7-
Wy f/)ﬁmlmu

~ How did you e * You think Rae
HHTHTT '”"I[ |

get here fromwhat " doesn't have
b 4 problems??

1
[

1ll‘

ang
Wih:

Jus' look at Rae.

<y At

ikhiias " eI

brother " . II LOOk; | don’t :
complexes know Rae as
e QAre... g
[ v well as you

do, obvs.

" Doin' really well.
Not like me, the trash
- dismasler.

..something [ : ) :
by g But | know Fernhas

had a bigimpactonRae...

Wi il

.HH‘

sl

PrTI R

=] Wﬂn o
el _ g
: e~ A v AL " ‘Fernissoopen. §
Didn't you help N U Sk G, He'lltell you howhe
- 2 ' # Sty really feels, whether
Rae l:ecover x Isn t_ . 23 M, ! : you want him to or not...
he doing wellin part g s A o TN
; | barely did S y : -
because of you?

"|IIIH ol H]\ ........
g
\

differentthan mine... NP : | T g
Just cus he has my vy L ' ¥ L unCOmforlable
face...don'tlump us— Sl e — Ny “

Whenimetern, “HQINSSEINHBRIRE Lucsdrocedy vy
he just...announced “TNESEIENG/NET S . time, sol didn't really
his problems would = .

. > .. appreciateit, but...
_be affecting his work. W




i To even qel to thut
conclusmn, .

...haven'tyet, cusit's super
dlff‘ cultfor you That' 5 ull

—= 1 LR AN T T T I

3 And then, abit — S
i later _ f f l' J
o ; ¢ & . ; - Ildoesnl
. Fern hadto N ; meanyou're
.admithe was sick. 1 CCIl hud to - Y worseora

: | WEEESAYEN  hypocrite or '
. - Cldmlt that fOO _' Y ; % whatever, _

so shut up

LLLLE L L LM L L L

; Evén if you woﬁ'f admitit, cus it sucks
to think you're less competent than Cal...

: JA. ' overstepping,
Isn'tthis 7 SESRECS N & thensay so.
what you % £\ _
> would do,
inmy
I certcunly refuse to accept Véu ﬁee'd ”
& that you_w_qn tr es-,t - uf - really badly! &
= &fﬁ a ®
Don't

.FOICI ,___dOl'l't_ be upset.

: a
Please.

| promise,

romater M| f ° |t s‘n'ot
o T allrlght'

e Sfop-talking
‘around me... _

| believeyou, § o | e - L lcan'ti ignore thut
P lbelieveit's T\ ' ; . : ,I Y vyou're keepingme
gonnabe okay... NS ' Y f in the dark. It hurtsme. :
: ; 3 : =y o | knowyou
; - , . S dldn taskfor Jo=
= butyou'restill not R 4 this, butyou &
telling me what's goingon. : h B . . I ; are my family.




AS

Even with how
we started out...

| We've known

& each otherfor

alongtime. g

to care about each

i otherbynow? ]

-

thantelling

B |wouldn't
e know how to
h  explainit
inwords,
anyway.

Oh, soit's :
like that.

" Ohh, yeah.

If you stick with
me tomorrow...

L4
E«ELEAEN

ItsLike That, |

B . '
ANEEREEL LU LT

i

zn |
I =
LTI LA, '

lguess
4. thatfigures. \

|

R S T p—
: e

:'5“..;:&.'-_”9“-*
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Is this supposed
to have a train?

I'm texting Funa...

'li &m Let's leave now.

we'll
eat there.

Awh...
fuck

Ohdear...I think
they swapped your
_ size with Lem's...

I'd be embarrassed
ifthis wasn't properly
fixed, Fern.

Good thing
| you gotup early.

Can'twe justpin it? S8
Hemmlngthewhole .
thlng is..

I mean...

Bettera sow's ear

than false modesty.

Who do you think
you're fooling?

You can't make
asilk purse from
asow's ear, or...
something.

Anyone who
hasn'tseenme }
loaded?

pud - 1 % -
By now that's nobody. The robes
You haveto look impeccable. have counterfeit
-4 measures built
into their designs.
They need to
be correct!

Willthe publiceven
look at the photographs...?
: Dopenpledothut 2

Oh...yeah.
' Because of
Y Tiley re_ . that "ersatz
-identification. & Rae" drama.
They signify you're |r:0n:eThn?:;?d =

the real Moranerial,
even to mortals.

You shouldn't
"have made them

so comfortable,
' then!

ﬂaunts the rules
& wears the
outdated
ones.around
the house
-all the\time...




Cal...!

Good
thing | just
finished...

l...1didn't
visityou like

- |saidl <
» would... «

L#I\\J

You expect
| really wanted Fern, it's too much of
to, but | got cold allright, yourself. |

b~

mam  feet. el

3 n -

e — i B —
T A T ol B

But we both
got through
the week.

I was miserable. T

To be honest...

-~y

' g [ [ waiting .
- ;.' R U Y washard

lwas
driving
May nuts.

We'retogether
now, & it's good.

FETF TN TN rrrr S R —— " d . SN ST OO "'-_'_.-';:,’.__-' AN

» Really pouringit

on, isn'the...
I
Eueh ot Imean .b' *‘N
p You look itthough. o=
i great... oy o : ) N) It'sall he
_ ' [ knows how
; Do you want o
; X\ ' to eattogether?
e
54\‘ Really?
il "
2 ‘Eun we? Itold
S— youl
eat now

== W i

e



7

//é m Yep! \¢ !

¥

It's mostly healed, ...and then make sure

M Like awool
B oo “igpihinetes you have a steady flow of
/z/; ) A orabra. \( plasmathroughitsoit #

=« doesn‘tcollapse / None of this
ey shouldbe
W difficult. <

.My aperture...
¢/ Fixedonceand | ¢
. w, foralltoday? “

.?lm A

Rae being your .
"snuggling gentleman” V;Ll"r:aglrc;de 3
helpedalotin the end! L ol

A -Rae & | are
not "banging.”

What sort of

- phrasing is that?

You still talk
like a jackass. Not ready for

k. | %7 B that sort of thing yet.

o

Oh, how
formal.

Isn't that what he is?
| Unless...Have you two been
banging without me?

Y&_u are hell-bent
J -on-embarrussing me,
_ butitwon'twork. .4

Should | stop being so famlllar
wnth h|m now that the repairis fmnshed‘-’

I'd hate to
presume...

for whatever
reason you like.

You canbe
familiar with



| know you're
trying toflirt...
or whatever... y

I just wanted
to swing you by
my display.

¥ Wasn'tthat 4
the door back
2 there?
- ! 2 -.!n;w;"gt_.‘-,_

ﬂ‘ﬂ;-'J'i-"i"“‘-ib\z"-h? ;
: i

A-ah, they'renot Y
realbody parts!

too far.

=

- They're medical prosthetics.
| worked with one of Funa's
w teamstodesign these,

Soit'salmost
like...areal

Incredible...
Way better
thana pegleg,
if it works.

These arejustdisplays...
We have functional ones
back at the laboratory!

I'm responsible for
the artificial muscle &
nerve fibers they're made of...

I'll ask Lem

iftheshopcan | °

- correct & print
anew one...

This just
went up,
so he'll
probably
sayyes

. . . ; .'I"‘-
You're like...qa...a doctor-scientist?

o
25y

e e =




I'm just
dabbling...

Ifthese actually
& work,it'salot
more than dabblmg

B-but if you
; wanttocallme
. ascientist...
" oradoctor...
or both...

I'mimpressed!

I don't mind....

\A/"

ii . The prosthetics would have AT T

£ 57
' -
Iwantto 'l bri ~_»w beenmy presentation. 2
5 ring We usually spend h_f 7l ;
seethemin ' youtothe meetings talking about i—-;—!L_ el AU J '%,
labsome=-| our projects...

. action. They are partofthe i} Ld‘/"‘
& recovery efforts related A

to the Stryva Wasteland.

It's just a minor update,

: though, a formality. We're
9 skipping it this time to

welcome you back.

It'sa good

These printed overview of
minutes have all the everything Thanks.
details, so justread it we're up to. I'm looking

forwardto

W Y thisnow! 4

whenyou have _
a moment.

s
Sick! D-don't
point that kind
of thing out...!

You have
a "work voice"

Now 'l be
self-conscious
¢ atthe meeting...

-
-
—
=
-
—)
-
-
~——



Ah, the.others are
sitting down.
We'd better -

It'sall
right.

I-I'msorry £

for reacting like
that...

| apologize
for startling you.

Youdidn't
do an_yihihq.

We're with
our friends.

So I'mused to dealing
with this. I'm not going to
getangry or blame you.

) My brothersandl...
we all make each other flinch. |




| pose a danger to you, & there's a part

of you that recognizes thg)/

P

Of course.
It doesn't make
me feel good.

Butthat's
not your fault.
I'll suffer
..hurtyour _ itgladly.
feelings...

* I'mresponsible
for this pain, not you.

| Fern...I'mnotsure
if'mgoingto doit
correctly,

s minor.compared
g to how | hurtyou.

—

=3

T N =

but'mtrying
to love you...actually
take care of you.

| will not

. permitasituation
whereyou numbly
tolerate something

- frightening,

“or place'

your safety at.a lower :
priority thanmy. g Idon't
feelings. want that

_ foryou
0N < - ever
: again.

-




Youdon't
have tosay
anything, Ah, the
Fern. others are
. arriving.

b

Let's get you

| just wanted &Y V% 1 SIS We should beat them
tosoothe you. 3 : = to the buffet.

kT

Stay right
“~ here. g

To get this kind of Y Hereyou I , P
information, | used to / /4 are,Fern. J ) Rae will be sitting
sneak around...rifle V7 4\ B y - nexttoyou, is
through trash. __ ! that all right?

= e

M-mm....
Thanks.

- . i = g
.,_'*, —— —
ARy - —
]

Yes, of
course.
_ lwas hoping

'L Nowit'sall ¥ . { S he would.
" righthere... ‘A B
straightfrom SfR1H \ o |

the source. \ I

N




Isthere
something

No...
it's fine.

Whatis #FQ
_it, Fern?! 1@ :

| can'tseethem

- very clearly.
you & Rae ry :

are apart,

I

i/

~ your apertures - : 5
are really faint Butwhenyou're

& flickera lot. close to each other,
v | T— ; g .
T -Q 8
}1# | ?\ "& § =
B 4 :
there'smore W' \ 4 g
definition,uh, g ‘ 2

™,

more...everything. ¢ ﬁ

i




Thatmakes J N \ ~ ' Goc!d
sense. \ morning!

\ < e I 4
Cus... _ : i c{

yousee.. J- Hey, ™y o wondering

Lem! _ ifyouwere-

e

Sorry :
I'm late.

Good ;

~ morning. Sorry | look like this.

Sorryfor...
_e-lceteru.
He didn't get

Don't mind me.

S PN OVERRN BT LSS T YIS BTN TV G o8 T




v

We're aboutready
to begin now.

| knowwe'reall
eager to see the results
of today's balancing, so
we're not standing
on ceremony today.

ST

iy T | )
Lem, areyousure _
you don't wantto
take a nap first?

N

s er

We're taking
» anap for this

anyway, so
\‘ I'mfine.
Justdragmy

corpse across the
finishline. Il _
count.

when | went in before, so....

TR Tom S T i
s S DA prese
RN RS T

Fern, it's your first time
participating at a balancing!

e g

_ Cal will be escorting
you through the whole process
once you're in there, but we will
all be able to help you in case
anything goes wrong.

==

_ /Areyoureadyto
4  proceed?

‘Willlneed
my glasses?

[}

| didn't have glasses
ltdoesn't matter, Fern.

Do whatever makes you
| comfortable.

I — | |

N 0
e aa N -

e



Everyone,

heads down.

We're not quite
goingtosleep... *

despitewhat -
Lemsaid , ’

—

Butyour body
will become slack
whileyou'rein the

o
lagoon, so take care. ﬂ

| mean, Fola
has a point.

y

Y o

I'm goinginto
the lagoon. IfI'm
feeling weird...
he'll find out.

I won't know
what to say.

Shouldn't
we have recliners
for this already?

e |

> 4

Yousure

\ you're ok?

Fern, we'refinding

" acomfortable position

to briefly sleepin.

\)
\'\ Fieonthe
‘ 2, comment
box.I'mthe
only one
who checks
thedarn

'LeaVe thatinthe

comment box; Fola.

Just forgive
him quick.

beat after
one, we'll
go under.




must stop all
dumbass brain activity
before Cal shows

)

&
s, %7
N
N 7

> '3;“}

n

I've become Ly -
real accustomed N ~ wellit's
to navigating the ol already way too

lagoon ha ha 3 vyt 4 late for that | butum
A let's get started

repairing things
around here ok

I'mnot going to
say anything weird
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£ why do | look
( g}'—g like a man when

you get to be a bird

the more balanced
you are, the more like
an animal you will appear

it's notan objective
measure though
unfortunately

N2 where are
. : S oY # ight now
have relativeto 7. -f?g_/ 'Zr werig
other elementals : ~— ol /L)
i N W N
L R ""‘g:.“i"-‘ {2 :"h;{'_‘:\"‘i.\bl.

=
we're hanging outin '
your subconscious yes but remember e
I your aperture is more like o""/ ﬂ_:’
P close nearby Just afilter or ventthan adoorway & / e w,
1 5 .»‘13‘.5‘9 : not easy to see you're notsupposedto . “‘*ﬂ “,
iz sy literally go throughit > j 3%

AU T

{v:

;.*_l- P
N Crinnprant PESE
h\\“"b g j'-\ Ty
.'0'\ Q} = /A f‘.
K Y Sy 3 H
5,8 S or
= S X g, J
I S

and the lagoon is
= __ontheother side right

please don‘tsmash
through itthistime ok

) Iwillnotsmash

:ﬁ; through itand l won't
I tellyou how upset lam
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you are

upset then Ithought

SO

21l areyoureading
my mind again =

\ the nerve

- A

it's stupid
I can'ttell you

or you'll know
how stupid | am

| doubt that

ohyeah

hmmm

Itold

you |l was
trying to
love you

and wanted
you to be safe

itshould be
all right for you
to say that stuff

!
T U

Cims
T

¥ rary,
L)
.

i
\...g-r

well |l can probably

p 1
\

A no your mood &
expression changed

b
)

p

iy,

ta

spicy stuff

figure it out since | said

) ,‘(}}
a
\ﬁ,'
/s \:";f’?
3 ':' . ;

Some hmm what did

I say to you this
morning so far

if that has caused
you pain | am sorry

I'm just angry

at myself for

not being harder

onyou l guess
I feel like
I'm betraying
myself

no one's even said anything
but | can't help but feel wrong
and angry and out of place

T,

earlier atbreakfast
¥ and you stopped talking

: k\’:sed the power of observation
-t . 2 o ; il ![ ‘
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even happened if
- you had someone who

" treated you properly
instead of me

3 & . 3 )
\_.\. .'r i g‘-“‘"
=y g E this wouldn't have N

but | would rather be

angry at myself than be
I know angry at anyone else
I guess evenyou
because it
feels dangerous

it's dangerous N '
tobe angry '_i,h
at yourself, too L o

R -
LI > “"ﬁ?
.1 { £ e -
R _L.f(r' )/44"’
) o

&8 ;/ but regardless of y

>4 :
. r what you're feeling
) | promise your safety
anger leveled & choices will be |
at me is properly \‘ respected /

"y g o
3 N
\ ;\“‘.‘1\*“"
- o
St /\AJ&L‘% '

-

placed anger \3\‘\
CPE

ifit's what
| you want A K
Ly 4 / you don't have to 3 b
. ifyouwantRae  f,/F  tolkwith meal ol
ﬂ iI'IStEGtJ I;ja?;n(‘)?( / is r:solved
T A \

I wantyouto be free
want you to #

atleast as free as you can be

' .. » %) % 4 g ‘ 3 : G
P Al R
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evenifyoudon't you don'towe me
want to be with me a single thing
I will care for you £ whereas | owe you
AP —— anything | can possibly
@ i:x give you

&= ' ‘Fl7

it's not proper love
but

it's love of a kind

we can'ttouch I wish we hugging would
in here can we could hug have been very nice
—  butwecan't

it's too risky

but we are going
to touch a little bit anyways but it turns
out we should actually

have beendoing it
on purpose all along

ry

itusedto be forbidden
because we thought it would
result in our bodies melding

together like Rae and | which
terrifies and mortifies us

both to this day

that's how the
balancingis done

! Ny




we had to start from square one
to figure out how to actually
maintain the lagoon properly
and getLem out of it

here's howit's done

you touch

lightly
justafinger
is enough

. oncethe energy
N stops moving as

e
S
G

N 4

U {@X
S

Y —

v,
“,

} ‘”'C‘ﬁ quickly but before
=} it's goneinert

energy flows from the
stropger elemental you gently
into the weaker y pu u apart from
kol each other

%, —)

ey
voila - %
you and E G,
| have ‘ .
balanced

';*’_‘{} .2’; AN “#/.

~ thatwas ~
kinda intense = }

Imeanwe're
literally touching
our souls together
| guess it would be

the firstone
is always the
weirdestso it
should be

\ . easierfrom
/ hereon

W



as for timetogiveit
your @new shape

aperture

I'm going to make
ita little square
like a takeout window

%

don't order fries that way

we don't have any you can talk
more normally
& there's less
with the exception danger of melding
ofLemand|
you'll be
interacting with
everyone through _even
this small opening coullélgg.ﬂg
an accident

| have toleave for
safety reasons

but just wait here
at your window &
listen for the others

if you need
help just think

of a primary
of your choice
real hard

&

thank you

\\ |,

you're gonna
do what we did
with everyone else
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l hiya Fern

7
A »

e e WWY T '] ]

areyou
there
: : yarpit'sme )
yes herelam B ’///// \‘ you like my
| can hear you - UYL \. one human ear
e
: U
iy
¥ N .
Lo itsure
@ is alook
N haha this
o is weird
huh

put your hand up here and

: 5 ‘B you're my complementary
we can do the balancing thing / ;\
e /

elemental
weirdin
what way

iu » ; -

¥,

but we've barely interacted
we've never talked one onone

well like hahaa

I can’t help but

e il PR /

|\
|
/ that sounds nice

umso
P u really think -
wellit's notlike that was )@‘\ ~7) cal isyl;c;tter now huh =
up to the either of us >

8
we can just move forward now .
I'm surewe’'ll get along fine
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well yeah

my view of Cal is ameliorated
quite a bit by my developing
viewofLem

'you reallydon't

_like Lem huh
notlike | don't
see the sensein

| don't think Lemiis like
a bad person or something
or maybe | do alittle bit

the deal

b \ :

: {W-'{S\ all  know is x',?you
| s X it's been hard

@ t and I'mtired

’; I'm so fucking
e A tired Fern N
;LQ. ~ o D
/‘;‘ 4 --_;/ ’ \

I don't know how he's doingiit
but there's more than one and

I feel like a crazy person when he realized | understood

talking about this but like

: he asked metokeepita
humor me a bit ok like what the hell secret
around the time Lem and l made up what am | supposed to

god this sounds so crazy

this other Lem showed up

do with a secret like this

he had hoped | wouldn't
pick up on it but it was

really obvious
his other self seemed ‘t o s A7 ' y '
to not understand at all e , el 7B, I'mterrified what he's done

is he playing with time magic

and ls hurt over itbut ) m“ is he caughtinatime loop or

N
he made me swear N
not to interact with the 4 ,
ponytail one ; 'y
only him

) it's clones



wait what

Lem told me all about
itwhen | came back

he said | could tell people
butl haven'thad the nerve yet

you're saying yeah
like
he glones abunch
himself oftimes
and they
diea lot

compartmentalized \

g 55, Siqy
, | ) ;
,ﬁt%%' < plus they have a hivemind
2, \\\ though it's very uhhhh

T ra N o \
& “wene-s o sohe's capable R
\‘\\\,_ __@-(' «@*g ofkeepingsecrets | \\ \&‘\ t""th
vy o/ fromhimself A\ {\ \\ﬁﬂ\
Q [ 11 1 g 3
&Y eV

P

LL

\‘ .
o sorry thisis shocking

i it's ok l =25 freak out I'm just

o ‘z}‘ I'm notgonna
A}
»

thanks for o processing a lot
telling me aé\:{% of things right now

he just hadtotell
me of all people M

and not someone who's had to

[ actually deal withit \ / re TR A
RN /A
= ‘;‘ » \
it'sdone um the next personin good
Fernl VA should be May so look out for her luck
A : "'\u":b@

gottago 'WZ!S

thanks




sure hope |
didn'tmakea
mistake just now

What are you
doing?

TG Lt T




»= Asyoucansee,
I'm eating a burrito. °

| missed

breakfast,
andlam

really hungry.

but you've really
fucking put me
throughit.

AN

Whatever "it"is
even supposed
\ ' . \ o, to be. ".:'__‘1- :
Fern told il
“me the truth. > Maybeyou [ isﬂﬁs
s A . didn'tmeanto, ]

L S - all for?




- Wannasee
adead body?




How come
Viv's here -
. too?!

" lthought it
was gonna be

And the more
witnesses,
the better.

MX" Whateverisabout
r tohappen’ g

» Hedemanded
an explanation too.
Oh,-and we didn't
have to wait for ) b
him towake up, : will only happen
like with you. f B - -ONCe.

Wedon't wantto

be alone where we're

Is what we're
doing here dangerous?

In my experience,

that's normal
whenwhatyou're
seekingis

information.




¥ 9

Have as little
physicality
as possible.

You'll want to
change to your
spector forms
for thisarea.

And ‘don't think too deeply
. - about what you're seeing.
"+ Clear your mind of intent.

" What is this
facility setup
todo, exactly?

A 2 ¥
Keep ‘em on the entire
time you're here.

This entire compoundissetup

as a vitrification chamber. ( All for the purpose
of stabilizing that

pillar of material you

see there.

I've removed most of the
rooms to prepare to pourin
sand...the outer shell is metal
and concrete.

Onceit'sready,
I need Fernto melt down
everything in here, mixit, \
then coolitinto bricks
for...disposal.

It just looks like a hunk of
obsidian to me.

It's not just obsidian.
It's material from a higher
power that can break

boundaries.

Any kind of boundary.
Souls...bodies...reality.
Anything.



Wow...sounds

It could be. platform?

...ifit were stable.
Which | mightbe able
to accomplish here.

Hahu:

notlikelwant
someor anything &

Is that the
"body?"

el

=3 was swallowed by the glass
The original when itwas formed. Energy,
Lem... his body, his soul, all fused
together into one...thing...

Um...so...

‘What's onthe h

. We thoughtbalancing
- the lagoon would make

himfeel betier...y'know...
not having all that elemental energy
blasting through him all the time.

I Thiswas "bad" for

him, as you can
imagine,

I'm lowering
the platform, watch
your heads.

we didn't expect

atall there, buthisbody's

just...an inert shell.

Instead, he's had more
& more trouble using his
physical body since the
balancing got started.

And after Fern left

‘ 4-._———---,// a few dClYS ago, he
| hasn'tbeenableto

N . )=
. D ’ move or speak...
* a4 _-—
( butthere'sbeen l&“r 1 'I
this recent, rapid (N‘ ll - ..only message us
deterioration that a little bit in the lagoon.
| He still seems sharp in

et

Oh. Uh. Sorry, | forgot
to mention.

| mean, we've
triedalot of
things.

We cut himin pieces to try

and free him of the glass... but since his sout

was also fused...




Either way,
we couldn't

get him out
of this room.

T

.

Rightnow, | just
need your help
getting himfree.

we candeal

What with that later.

the hell
have you

doneto
yourself?

. )

His nameis Hy,
by the way.

| V'S

What can we even 71
doto help "Hy" ifthisis \&
all that's left of him?! \

== |f youwantto accuse me
_ of war crimes or unethical
- experimentation or whatever,

\

DAEEL D DN S

There's plenty left.
Too much, in fact.

!

As | said, he can still talk " With allthe excess energy
to me via the lagoon, & he's receded...Hy could see his soul's

s e shape had become extremely...
identified part of the problem. labyrinthing.

It had developed
pockets and extra
wings where energy
got trapped and
developed strangely.

A normal Faidian W
soul is shaped like
a maple seed. Two wings,

attached in the middle, with He's not alone in there. There are

the aperture as a 'stem’ at least two other entities inside with him.
connectingit to the network.

SCELAE AR ARA R AR

LA L
o —




Which might explain
why he can't use his
- body.... = §

Howdo
you know?

But what sort of
entities are they???

-

3

’_ It's more like ... it's safer
to assume they're elementals
and proceed accordingly.

Elementals, probably.
ot e s e ol g IR poidot e I el

You know how - Inthe

gems form under tremendous presence
pressure, heat, & so forth? ofintense
emotions,

Bragy aseaglone Elementals may repetitive
thoughts,

developin the psychological
equivalent of those conditions.

cavities in
the mind, &
lots & lots
of excess
magic...It just
sorta happened.

We think.

Are youaware of
everything inside
your own head?

Shouldn't he have been
aware of what was going
oninside hisownhead? _ »

7 ' " = | D Ifucking

' tryto be.
How could you let this B -
getso far without doing I don'tthink
something about it? it's that hard.

7 N
) J What did you 4
% ' justsay? ‘
~ 3 Hmmm
Look.

Ifit makes you hapPY y- S

to hear me say it, yes.
Our negligence is part of
why this happened.

At

£ lee | said, he could
only sense them once

« the energyreceded..
< Just like flood waters, Viv.

~ -

Hearing itdoesn't
help as much as rubbing
itin your face.

bt




"

C

Glad I can
bring you
somuch
satisfaction.

-,

= Anyway, l've
augmented Hy's
soul into a spacial
dimension.

ow doyou know we
can get them out?

o

We could b risking
itall for nothing!

Because
they're 4
alive, we !
haveto
try...

* And because a thirdone %
already came outonitsown, \

so | know it's possible.

I need you two to enter
thatdimension & retrieve
the two new elementals.

\{
The structure could
collapse around them

allatany time, andthen
they'd reallybe trapped.

It's too risky to continue any
treatment on Lem until
they're actually out of there.

There's a third |
one already??

That m-elcey of Fern's...
Smoke. It's another elemental
that formed inside Hy. ..

il | "I

.:_' I"ﬁ* 0

" Smoke was close
to the surface...soit

managed to wiggle free.
The other two are too deep insideto
make it out on their own.

Areyou uying Fern's emotional
support animal is an elemental???

el L T T T T T

Three new

elementals. uh.Thatkind = "

of conjecture is

maybe kinda =
pointless .
rightnow. "

We don't have enough info.
So, another reasontosend
you two in there, hah.

Anodd number...
Oneisn't paired.

g




7,

» Ifyoudon't
wannadoit,
thenjust
fuck off.

Viv, you're not
asking anything
of importance.

&

Why are you making
us do this dangerous
i o thin

As for myself,

I'm thrilled and honored to
be here and I'm happy

to helpin any way | can.

-,

How-are we
getting in
g there? -

Youdon't go through
your own aperture. It'd
cause animmediate

collapse.

,  Fern?

This method .
works, but it

takes some trial
& error.

> I'mso glad
you asked!

Though please
bearwith me.

Ever given
any thought
to cannibalism~?

Andit's alittle
disgusting, I'm
afraid.

Especially since you
haveread Cal's bizarre
account of our family history.
But | mean, you learned about
the perks fromthat, huh? - .



B
I'm cool. Andbefore 'S/

you object, Viv,
hear me out.

You won't have to eat i \
b = Y
him directly; okay? ”\, %
st [ N
)
/Y

: Okay. Cool.

-

If you avoid thinking
about it too much, which

)

J i

/ ’_ = you should be doing anyway
wm. Whenyou'reinhere... __
* guys fucking I Irhe——— o
kiddingme y S—
. - A,

=
“This could -be

"quite pleasant.

ot o il WU OE

4 A



There's...
a hive of bees

o, (AR

B W . J ’
Well, it's not like | & -
. putitthere.

Youdon'tneed -
to give me that look.

His chest cavity tends
to generate bees...and milk. .. The beesare way better. w , i biac
. The milk is absolutely disgusting. Hy has had to use life *
R -— r - magic to heal his body for
- Loy “thousands of years.

o, T WP i gt

His flesh has been perpetually

burning this entire time. After a while...the magic

started malfunctioning.
Sort of...wearing out.

: ; = Buytit's
Normally, of course, /= : _probablythe [
youwouldn'twantto % ; ' safestwayto €
eat any of this. It's... o I access his B
affected. Malformed. __ . ~ soulnow. |

So...instead of a heart, or aliver...
£ A swarm of bees. Crabs. Fish.




S anr IR RuEnpirIrPennI Y AT T I TITTIINIITTITONOOaTaTOD

_' Soifyou
= twoareup

forit-

\ I've eaten'd couplé
of tablespoons. Will
that be enough?

e

7
- d
- ol W
..IIlll.llllllIIII.III----IIII--lII---------

.............................
......................................
...............................

_ Bring him
™ back.

Where ishe?

7

=

Noneed!
He's...safe!
Probably!

H...he's
with Hy!

What's this

| Unhand me,
you fucking prick. ¥ article....

v, Folamade a choice, i

try respectingit,

for once.

i have a question of
my own for you, I'll
. have youknow.

I'm not all-powerful,
& you're not the helpless
litle underdog you wanna
. thinkyou are, so stop
bullshitting m-

You're...seriously
bringing that up now?

.

- What could you possibly

need to ask me about. It's just another one

of your plots, isn't it?



Then
~ school

me.
L2 | truly don't Youdon't think ~4 Tell me about the
know anything about the consequences terrible thing | did.
abou_t it. of your actions, so, that Elucidateit for me

¥ tracks.

And
! Are I'm not
J -~ mywriting J having sex

, ..
* ‘Writing...

workshop?

The people | .
in the photos...

well... ( AN 3 -'
I helped Al |

Calwith his | —— 7

students. 1 It'salla

lie. ‘\?/

fiction for
atime.

His readers started ~ S e
gettingreally pushy, J . <
wanting my advice...

Calbraggedto anyone o\ e _grnr

that would listen that

| gave great notes... One thing led to another, and...

| started a workshop All culminating
on the down low, but...there's in thatincredibly

too much demand & ldon't

: } embarrassing article....
3 wantto do it forever... 9
I didn'tevenwannado

S R

A e ]

itthat bad in the first place Now lcan't
SRS E. . m. N AT even face
y ‘ 3 / L my friends.
The press noticed

& /-
> %

| was sneaking around,

they started tailing me, they
noticed the classes & my meetings
with yourclone & jumped to
conclusions.

~ Thanks
— forthat.

—



So, is this a stupid
story, or...

LB B BB O B RS

..........0

n't
have happened if ¢ Letme get <
not for_ you! this straight.

4

Ostensibly,
as a gesture of good will
towards Cal and his recovery,
you help him with his..."writing."

Cal spills the beans repeatedly

to the public that this has occurred,
which hedidn'tneed todo...

F®

All of yourfriendsare W AR
baffled because you Whereinall
don‘teven hkeCal.., SEIEwaE |
-—" & ‘ < ? making
' \"decisions?

>’ The publicdemands a workshOp-.' Y'ou fulfill
) thatdemand, and youkeep itasecret,blah
e - bDlahrblah... | . -

% ot " i 2 §
i 1 . i » S
1. % Fal R Sy
ok 'E' T AT e 1 A
3 L gy | - P e ﬁ
. A s

Fine.

| don't
know
whatl 3N
expected.

Give me the ¥
fucking honey. {

No wonder ypu can't
respect Fola's choices.

» Whatdoll
look like, a
‘waiter?

" Youdon't
evenrespect
your own.



..disappear
like that?

They probably just
went off on one of their

field trips.
Butinthe middle of

a balancing??

e N N

What ifthere's Y 44 N NN
an emergency?

g : Y I'm sure Fola pulled
, i him away on some

kind of lark, that's all.

Well, but...
everyone else
is still here...

.
.
-
-
.
[ ]
.
.
-
-
-
OO R R R R R NN R N R BN R

well, I've
" Did it work? Are you I'm not the gotthe
out of the lagoon? : G same Lem right
e asthe one e
- who was :
here earlier,
but | think |

stillcount. _

=% Don't worry about Fola
& Viv,they'reonanerrand
g and should be back soon.

Uhh.
Yeah.

I'm...free &
clear, thanksto...

help. That's me.
I'mLem.

Seriously,
you look
different.




No wonder
there were
50 many
bones.

Wait... |
What's £
happening?

" We'vebeen ¥
¥ cloningourselves -

Contemporaneous M
clones, not just &
revivingover &8
& over...

Lemhas
multiples...

...which
k. explainsalot.

Right now, Cal
needs to eat this.

%

| can explain
as much asyou
wantin time.

I'minahurry.

[y Bt

Eat...
What
is it?

Poison.




Ah, the boys

are here,
” righton time.

Viv and Fola
were just with
my progenitor
and have now
successfully
rescued...

A

Lem, is this
some kind of

y. Only allittle bit.
Mostly, it's serious
and horrific.

...two baby elementals. - -
Aren'tthey cute?
I have jars right here

for them, solet'sgo
ahead and...

Thank
fuck I'm
alive.

Idon't
remember
» athing. JCaa
: @ -lrememberit,
morge or less.

Kinda wish
| didn't.




f‘ Cal, youdon't
have to eat that.

Cal, what are-!

p Don't-







Fola and Yiv's
foolprinis. Probably
won & Iead to him.




2 j There are
I #ried to =0 many little ones.

collect them
all.. _ e N




There's almost ‘ ' : Rid you do this fo.. Shos me the
ne definition here. _ error of my Mags.?

NOT EVEN A MINUTE
: ; IN AND YOU’RE ASKING
r 4 IF IT’S ABOUT YOU.

This is..bad.
Fou Meren §
exaggerating.

Hell-f mean—

YEAH. YEAH. YOU CRAWLED SO
I COULD WALK. YOU WERE R WORM SO
I COULD BE...R FLARP OF FACE
LEFT IN THE OVEN TOO LONG.
I GETTT .

ERE-WAY 1588 T, W&
HAVE TWO OPTIONS HERE.

ONE: IF YOU’RE LOOKING
TO GET RID OF ME PERMANENTLY.
THIS IS A GREAT CHANCE.

I’M JUST A LITTLE
GLOBULE OF JELLY. LIKE
A RAW EG6 FELL FROM
A BASKET AND BROKE...
MAYBE THE MEMBRANE’S \
HOLDING IT TOGETHER. ,
YOU CAN’T EVEN PICK
IT UP WITHOUT .
DESTROYING IT THOUGH. = .

JUST SAY YOU DID ALL YOU COULD. EVEN MY OTHER SELVES
YOU’LL GET AWAY WITH IT. WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT
THAT.




u--!’iﬂu-ihi‘l‘ﬁn ’ I JUST WHNT YOU
not ubit 7 hant! TO MAKE AN INFORMED
hat DECISION. CAL.
Ll ok o -- TRY. IF YOU CAN.
here for that. SEEING IT FROM MY
POINT OF VIEW.

I KNOW YOU CAN ONLY CONCEIVE OF
TRANSACTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS. ONES WHERE YOU
PROFIT AND EVERYONE ELSE (THE CHUMPS)> MUST

PAY AND PAY AND PAY.

YOU COULD SAVE ME TO WIN GOOD BOY POINTS
AND THEN IMMEDIATELY START TORMENTING ME
RFTER BECAUSE I ~0WE~ YOU.

YOU RAISED ME TO DREAM OF REASSURING YOU ENOUGH
THAT YOU WOULDN’T HURT US ANYMORE. IF ONLY I COULD
FEED ENOUGH SWEAT. TEARS. BLOOD. AND TIME INTO YOUR

GOD HOLE. WE COULD FINALLY BE AR FAMILY. BUT
WE KNOW BY NOW THAT WON'T HAPPEN :)

YOU’D RATHER JUST SCRAP IT. WOULDN’T YOU.
IESTHERE!S A CHANCE XOU’LL FEEL SAFER.
ISN’T MY LIFE WORTH THE GAMBLE. YOU
FUCKING COWARD?

YOU MRY IMAGINE YOU
LOVE ME. BUT WHO CARES
IF YOUR FUCKING FIGHT OR
FLIGHT OVERRIDES THAT ANYWAY?

C’MON. BE HONEST WITH
YOURSELF. HAVE I NOT BEEN
A SOURCE OF TERROR & SHAME?

WHY WOULD T WANT TO LIVE
JUST FOR YOU TO REGRET SAVING ME?

1 READ Oh..Hhat did you
YOUR STORY. think of it.?

I'D SAY IT WAS A VERY

CONVENIENT, USEFUL TEXT«sn D L WeaN.

I MERAN.
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“ g 1;}' : There's a litile of
YOU MADE ME SEEM LIKE o , that, I mean. It's hard

A LITTLE GOODY TWO SHOES. o complelely hide

KIND OF INSULTING AFTER YOU . what a wretched
COMPLAINED 50 MUCH ABOUT WHAT ; _ gremlin gou are.
A WRETCHED GREMLIN I WAS. " . 1 \ X

BUT THERE’S ALL THE TIMES
I CUT YOU UP. YOU DIDN’T SHOW THAT.

The story..mas aboul the
bad things I did.

If you mant people

1o knol hos you cul me, Iﬁ
you 11 have 4o confess
il gourself!

HUH. T HADN’T
LOOKED AT IT
THAT WRY.

-

T .
I'm not sitting on those details
a5 leverage.

I know I've always been angling
te be seen as good, and make you
amd your brother look bad, Buod
that never mattered! If8 was
Just apother socam.

fore important than
being good or bad..Time!
He need fime o falk about ;
these things, s50.. L. led mes

gt ygou oulk of hers, GE?




. dhe closesd

THAT?S NICE % e £ vessel iS..me.
ALL, BUT I HAVE ™ e BB B ...
NO IDEA HOW * o B o

YOu COULD.

WHAT ABOUT YOU?
ANY BRIGHT IDERS?

Haybe? N
(Y]
M-IV T SETY W BT Y J
WELL YERAH.
OH. OF COURSE. BUT IT’LL WORK.,
WHY NOT?> WON’T IT?

JUST CRAM ME
IN THE SPARE WING
OF YOUR PSYCHE AND
IT?’LL BUY PLENTY OF

—y TIME. WE'LL BE

GOLDEN.
. \
N

Lots of reasons Hae

and I hawe gone owver
quite 3 number of
times...

S e

Yas, it should work.
He'll be a deuble yolk
for a little bii, wniil
e make gou a3 nNed
body...shich shouldn'd
take long.dit's just..

IT’S JUST R COMPLETE
FUCKING NIGHTMARE =)

THERE IS NO WAY IN
HELL FOR ME TO TRUST
YOU IN THIS MOMENT
EVEN IF IT’S TO SAVE

MY OWN LIFE.
AND IT’S YOUR FAULT.
THIS NIGHTMARE IS WHAT

YOU WANTED OUR LIVES
TO BE. YOU DID THIS.

Fag,

FINE. THIS IS IT. L 4
THIS IS MY FUCKING LIFE. -~ e e S
BUT-THERE’S YET ONE ' P o G,
MORE CAVERT.

ONCE YOU TRKE

THE REINS. CAL... THERE’§

SOMETHING...




Another secret? ONCE WE’RE TOGETHER. I SHOULD
semething even BE ABLE TO SHOW YOU WHAT I SAW
morse than this? AND DID WHEN YOU KICKED ME OUT.

THE FACT IS-WHILE ALL MY SELVES PUT R LOT
OF EFFORT INTO KEEPING IT A SECRET-I DON'T
REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT HAPPENED. EITHER.
I REMEMBER IT. BUT I DON’T UNDERSTAND IT.

S0 I NEED YOU TO HAVE

A LOOK AND I NEED YOU

TO DO YOUR JOB & HELP '
FIGURE IT OUT WITH ME. 0OK?

SCOOP ME OUTTA
b..0f HERE. THEN.
R 5,

Thank & P 111 be read
: . 4 L |
LTI : for it, I promise. S-sure. How wsould

you Like do do this?

PLERSE
NOTHING EVEN REMOTELY

RELATED TO0 FOOD OR SEX.
I'M TRYING TO FEEL POSITIVE
ABOUT STAYING ALIVE. HERE.

I DON’T NEED ANY EXTRA
CHALLENGES .
¢

TURN ME INTO A KICKBALL AND
SCORE A GOAL. THAT SHOULD
FEEL FUCKIN’ NATURAL ENOUGH.

Okay. I have a
pretly good idea,
I think.

FUCK ME UP, THEN.
BUT DON?’T FUCK ME.



REGRARDLESS
OF WHAT
HAPPENS,

AT LEAST I’LL
FINALLY BE
0UT OF THIS

FUCKING
PLACE.

WHAT SHOULD I
CONCENTRATE ON?

Fou re..a pair of glasses.
Shos me the memory gou smant me o
sop once I pul them on.

YEAH OK.



IF YOU DON’T LIKE
WHAT HAPPENS.,
JUST TAKE THE
GLASSES OFF?

It's really
dark.

That's the
ides,

SEE YOU ON THE
OTHER SIDE.



135




136

| Hait-—no—

it
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» You're s
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oy
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R S N R R R T

Paews

" sae

e Y T T .

(XN

“z.[i-k_ !‘“!E"i:'!z.p"
Bud this izn §
twally happening.

T hat's New,
No time
travel, still?

Mo fime dra i

L Balls, is what

that is. Balls.

T'm not Zure it'd

; fix anything, honey.

] s'pose.
Wight get 3 few
kicks out of it,

- .tLoujk,.
Haven't we had R %

- this conuersation™
before?

Se there's..
creatures?

fire they..
bite—yg?

Y
Eesides you, '

you mesan?

Ves.

Hhat..uhat did you
think I mas?

Faidia mas
barren at
thiz point....
I thoeught...

fren t =e
alone hers?

dee, if vou knew
your fossil record,
you'd know how
stupid you sound
rith NOw.

"EEB 00 0 0 ¢ N

A
Am=aiy,

/
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S hal s

Brr..it's.)
7. 5o cold.

or'ﬂﬂo@ﬂ@ﬂ@&@ﬂﬁ@@@ﬂ&ﬁﬁweé'»ﬁ

'W”e“....

| fell from 3 great height.

¥
b , , ] bled out.

g All over tle jround.

;#'.’-.\',5:;%

.o ° .-h‘f.c

were tujjmj and
tearmj at me...



-1 thou gt TG
"}F_‘OLA were one...but : i,
you're too... 4

"""".h'ﬁu‘i s alcd
there is Lere ™

And now you'

4‘,‘#

_7;)1,3': was juat...Fumblmj. - LT I o sl.e'é‘gb :
soNtanNeous qeneration \ - PR
" oclciu.r:s naturall{- when my % : " or stop MoVing4:xs
NG Tle newborns 4
lement combines with other - I\ dy 458 T
elements. That's all it : . & wsll_ take it 2
' sctuslly takes.

'bjHGTJILLH&_:XFDOSQJ'- b ] Qan't Stop
. diN qeee —_ i :
j yet..’TLere 3 stl“
o so much to do... 3

< W
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4 bo ﬁ_you were Fight, e
_.-"'Cominj to Faidis...bsd ides.
I'm more like 5 blob of fertilizer 3
“than any kind of 2 god or wlateven, g
£ven thou gh I'm the ) R It you jiVé
c:-'nl'l‘};J one who was '

them a piece
rerested iV )
‘gyer intere Ted i vou ¢an jet 4
k. g things % e |

tiereating cang L away while
e o t 0 S.. > L : ‘:’

- bo : _ ___j_ i e ruthey eat it.]

' i
!-_-_ 1 I

=l wonder if you're resl
enoujl. to share tlat mest ¥
of yours. Here's 5 knife, I}

You lave so much fles),

Hhat are gma
tryging o do? )

P Hhat is.."the help desk?”

%
W ' Hom long has
S ol 8 -1_'1. been? How far?
walking east, |
] couldn't miss it- M

Um.

don't knows,




-

dhe just said, "jomj to t-Le;:;_...

eI think you're
underestimating your
contribution to the
creative process if ihiﬂ
iz what they look like = J
. on their oHn. =

: Maybe. There's
. just not 3 lot of ma gic
to 40 around.
‘{othmj s coming
out rnjl.t. >

LT Nothing.
Mhat is it Hics t %
trying to say? It's bungry

and tryimg

‘to lure prey.

It sounds e
like a babuy.

It is a baby.
A completely randomized baby.
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I don :

' the haby my meal, §
T but I alse: don”
uant o see
the baby get hu

P memor‘y,_
. rith? 13
b t)at true?;‘_,

I'H try skippinq to the relevant s s,
Otlerwise, w Lhave to feed-or kill 3 lot of weird babies
: while jomj"maane in the process

if I'm rem;mbermj
correctly, Ugha Was this my idea? o

Gotta work with what

you got | juess.

f - Anyways, let's try
some fast forwarding

2 P :
| remember | walked acros:
- the wasteland for swlile

Then | found a deep hole ™

nd went down it, and some 4

Yery likely. Hell,

that is to say, it

cdefinitely is.
I hope.

Mhy did g'm!
Coge o im the hole?

Tlere was 3 joldéfﬁ" Jij—t...._f, __
like s fire, under'jrou\'ﬁd,

that spresd to everyth

y it _touched.
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Flesse be
guiet now and

vol heed to see.

o

any back.

_ This seems kind

of familiar.

PR

ss s YRERD

asssss
olaaobii.!ll..l-.ml-no.-»--n-‘
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‘.'.....‘....'l.l...lt--



M
Can anyone 7 4 : help desk, | Need.,.

Shp )e3' me? i a4 I'm in trouble,

I'm...a life elemental.
On planet Faidia.

Please, if anyone
can lear this...please lelp.




A ey e

;f' ’__“ ‘\JESl ]m 5 life elementsl!

-2 ¥ e LD YT L COUL CUOL

SAY YOURE A LIFE
ELEMENTAL? | A

Please we need—

- WP o T s R by i r




. "_. . --— l‘ h -I. o
»"? i—k!d—-k-k»-wi—:i—&iti-fqli—iftt T*xx A N rF I N s x ¥
2 >

{

) Hehehe!
You weren't
’_kidding, huh?

Al out ofjwce :

You want
more juice?

!‘.t ! tLir]k 30‘
] i 1]
If by juice,
yOL.L mean...
h Yeah. Magic!
We all know.

A
._:.'I'ull I_l_jl :

| can give
you as much
as you want.




>

i y
i

il

.\ :

¥ > IiI |
e
b

Usually | don't go out of my way.
I have a lot on my plate you know?

s

But I like you.1 bet

you're cute, y'know, normally..
So this time, I'll make

an exception, and lend you an ear. / :
| Who gave you this
ideayou got a mom?.

XKL

vour brother's aliar..
You haven't gotamom.

You never did. He's not
your brother, either.

1 TLel_‘r---wLo and
what are you?

“I'man elemental Ikeyou Yol #8751\ § . Thisisntanything

all that bad so don't

{ = Myelementis..thought! % § el WA be scaaaaared.

I'm not stronger or
more important than

you or nothin'.. __ _

I'm here because | have

an idea for how we can mutually
benefit each other, given our
respective predicaments.

_“I.‘

ey -




What's your...
predicament?

Ohh, well, I have
all this extra mojo!
People have s000
many thoughts!

O o

So | have to vent my surplus magic

lementals sometimes!

- , ! Yru[ ATV '_,', : :
;' It restabilizes my whole deal AND gives other
~  worlds amuch-needed boost! gy

¥ J; y

See? It's that simple.
I scratch your back,
you scratch mine!

Hehehe.

How unlucky
can one girl get?



u're not the type
a p}rfctty lie, huh? You should start
taking better care ofvourself

e

This doesn‘t hav
to be so ugly and btttgr
vou could be smiling

. right now, tqo

You're worried it's other,
murdered elementals?

won't confirm that Ohe
way or another '

| can't make mygelf

A belae\'e somethnj like that.

Eut please...give

asma all the same.

~ viewing me as

. your savior.
Much easier on

_.:_'.the mmd i

It it s mistake, like ] know it is.
What reekonmj ¢an be done,
I'll just have to do later.
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_Okay, edgelord.

Have it your way.
I'm going to give you enough to

dominate your bros,
guaranteed. It's a real steal.

~ And since you're not interested
in pretty lies, you might as well
know- 5

'l be back to get it sometime,
7> and | will collect interest.

Ly, T =N

okay? Or die

sodoagood o else a chance.'.- .. 4

quick & give someone

Js this just = jame?

i M i

ls this sl there
“This bull swit?

is?



" Take this needle
You have to choose
an entry point.

"’1“‘—

Could be you, oould
be one of your pals,
the planet..You get

to pICk! f.

|

& someofthe energy will
come through quick, which
“ o will be pretty fucked up,

o

and some will keep dripping through
forawhile, soleave it in as long as possible.

To answer
your question,

| don't know what's out there _L = D\ T “ It's not like that-
Like I'said, I'm just like you 5 \ % meant to be figured
But- “_— out or uqderstood.
I think you're looking Doing this gets me

at this the wrong way. A dumb way. g:gaé‘;l\fﬂﬂt, & that's




B Tlere's 3ot to be

sometlmj better
than this.

“Ohh, you're

e § f v hinki d *
altn® - than mad. ou're thin mgltSJustacomm ence |
i y ““that someone like your brother would /
= ir- be your first encounter with off-world.

%Otherwuse |td beJust too. Fucked. Up.
) nght‘? WeII

You don't @ i J iy " m . B AN
Lave to finish. ¢ JE | £ N\ ImJust saylng i\
> it'd be better \t\ w

if you accepted ! @
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A it, that's all.
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Keep up that resentment,
1‘ U !
and you'll be just as crazy
in the end. Maybe even
worse. I've seen it. Uuugly.

" But that's the trick! " ™
Too weak & you get eaten. -
Too strong & you go mad.
We are what we are & what

. we are works well enough
.\~ Sowe justkeepon
\ ettin g away W1th it,

b - ¥ #& . '_.'\:": :
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| dJon't understand what reason =
you have to live if everything =
is @s bad as you think it is.

\ Aren't things bad because : __\{\\
you're makmj them bzd? A\\\:
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~ It's betterto exist.
—— It's betterto be around, and

. foraslongas possible. That's
what everyone really believes,
more than anything else.
As long as we have that,

nothing will change.

& And what is your existence?
' Trolling old eommumcamon

lines for easy p|<.kn13 .
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. Oh, fuck off.

' Everythingyou're
hoping to achieve is
pointless. Give It up,
or keep paying

¥ the consequences.

- — .

g Use thét needle. Make anice,
fat, pleasant world for me to
gobble up when I stop by next.

Ifyou turn heel, '

80 mad, your meat will
be all the sweeter for
Proving me right.
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Soommly T gyt the needle!
N . Hhere did you
put it Hhat — |

happened?! R U

h-..

- l"

[y

R
L O
i R (RS
i '\f‘
=g

] put it in myself
| made 3 elone.

4 Mipes can you pupect me bo©
help you shen Gou (ELT &?
gie e the ahole shory: .

if you can't
sccept those ‘terms,
then you can't Lelp

" ﬁb L m" -2

?au're just as difficult
it deal with as ever! 0f course
I'mi going fto help! I'm just

J
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saging it s rude o sxpeci- d#4.
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relationship with you.
N

¥ou don't mean thall Fou
mant the same thing as I dof
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b He're the same. He're life and death, and..

i1l be family
- hanged..de could siil _
3 ue&: eai:gi‘: glher, if ue both tried.

My element
Las CLEﬂjed.
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That can't..Ho. That :an’l be true,
You have Lo..you have o be....
" E!i i T

V<7 Exaetly wlat ! s gid. : ,‘___.3._1 y
< My element is no jonjer life.

W\y other selves are, still
But I'm not. Got cooked
in the oven too lonj.

LEN ]

You expect me
to believe you've
cl.anje&...?

& ] ook st what |'ve become.
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fcant..d can't do tat, Tm-

I cant %B?-ﬁﬁﬁﬁ Bike thail
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af e Vou?l Do yry ven fpeH?

Is it SHAKES?
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nr Yow just 5 pile o

e HIRHES nop?

TLe absence of memory.

Obll\hon. b
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diteh me LTI = TR
h{e [ knew you I'm sure Mg
would.

can 4o something
to fix you.. _ASR

I'm not
a:s.km.j to

be fixed the f
way -l;()u re

*L.m}«m

= Let's leave that decision
= h} pecple whe knos shat theyre
g {Eﬁzag, shkay? oYy

l know

what I wW—




What happened?
Is everyone OK?

For...now...?
Howlong have Not long.
I been out? Maybe fifteen

minutes...

ltfeels like it's
been months.

Did he just
move...?

Hy?!
Canyou hear me? Co s ~
It's Lemojo, lcameas ..
fastas I could. Are you >~ X
occupying this &. {‘%‘ \ s ;

body again?
Blugh.Pah. <X

”" This mouth feels
fucking terrible.

We'reall good. Calis kindly W
getting me out. Just burn the
corpse with the rest of the slag.

Oh, it's the water boy.

.—--""""_. \
Hy, uh, don't.
(/j 2 We need-
——> \ \
Did you know
| fucked your
mom? Oh, and

your dad, too.
Dreadful story.




Cuzit's true.

And it pisses

W...why would you =
p ou off. That's
sdysucyathiog tﬁel:'eul recﬁson

you hate me, no?

Anyway~
Remember,

destroy this corpse.
Ithasto goorit'll keep snagging
onme when I'mtrying to do magic.

Bye bye!

| could have been °

[/
' // Yigr-
your dad... Who knows? It'snotas though

Maybe |l am! it matters. youwere
raised by a fucking maid.

',
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He's gone....
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I'm....really,
reallysorry.

Please...um. lgnore
that last bit, uh.

We still need your

/
y help with the geomelt.

Ap-
>
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