


Here's what [ do
every day.

(So | don't have
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| tend to the lorriams 3 .
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Then [ eat
My Ere;g_létr'gds:t
in the Ritchen.
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|I () II:;_E.t Fr.'ulﬂ_j- OF evEry wonth,
.: w.l..:"l. B RR u:"-'q.ajf' with OLF CrOps
to contribute to the Food co-op.

“You still haven't A&L

figured out how
to do your job"?

-v_ ‘:.
\(a ;
! really hated the idea \

at First, bt [ came to en [Oy It

N-ajw !T Fuss thOsE ;Ia.:.,a

-4 .-""1.: First few months here
Jr f‘:'-ht-::-_il .:Lr'-rJl f |rq'.a.r'ﬁ-r.dl

to0 do all these clores

\ | don't think I've ever thought of
L my magic the way you do.
. A SN ™




| come over

Are you asking every weekend o, p 5o you'll feel

me for help? to have dinner
with the family

f

Because that's
0K, you know.

You re supposed
io. Remember?

It's just...I'm
so far behind.

| don't know how
I'm ever going to get
itall done...

Sovou're feeling
overwhelmed.

safe fo falk

All the times I've

used my magic before,

it was because | really
wanted to.

| have so much trouble

figuring out how to do
something I'm dreading,
& there's so much of it.

I'll start coming over
every day until we get
it worked oul, all right?

Are you toking your meds
& following your schedule?

Knock off that
stinky talk.

Having & fulfilling {
obligations o voursell |
is good for you. ;

\

May & Roe help you,

No. You're right.
This is better.

When you struggle,

lecando it ifit's
just one, and |
know where il is,

But finding them,

-

You know
| have 1o,

May & Rae

won t leave

me alone if
idont.

Things are going well,
You re improving, even
il it"s taking a bit longer.

It's not all bad, right? Or
do vou miss using frult as
a prosthetic & eating
dead leaves?

For the job thing...

I'm not sure how to
go about handling
souls on Masse,

Oh, is that all?

| know exactly
what to bring

s ()

gathering them,
identifving...
That's all dark.

e 9

tomorrow,
then.

L)

.
i

ol

We can do it together.

o



The rext day ] di
wa s even busier
than Wwsal, _ ! 14
: : “J"

i =
LEam Came Ower f .? ;
)

with soLl sawmples and
T

=

il ] Y o / i &
tolmed M~ LA, g, :
. ] j"::" - 3

.U’.I.'-' J!]::I,.r'_“lll W
.:J..l"r'f::a_-:I:j '
arrived ;
B SO [ had §
8 o hurry §

E r.l'»e.«j really hate
= o j
Ea ik Other E:.-.I|'I,

|fT i il
| 40 wonder
whirt their beedf
iS5 EAOLL ah,
I'u

Q'

F i
Wiv had
COme Ower
t0 gve NOtes
L rr'.-:| EUEE
Friend Ficeion
abliet e

sentence is a lack
of privacy, all wmy
writf? has to be

53 Lt ||Ii:"'.{i..-5t

‘ -Dﬂ.l"t of iy
|
i.

el
two Other people.

Aside from the racist
& clossisl issues we
discussed last time

featuring yet again...

-

J""L;_:, SayS [ 3 a'mpl'wj pities wme,
but he seems tO Se:.m.iﬂe.l' Y
en jOy Some of iy WP E 5

I you sanded aur
namas off this, |
might nol mind
naving it on my

bookshelf,

ol o T

Viv has gOtten
]
v. Swole |

SLA Y

B-Ll.t Viv mfuﬂtae,re.af tO
mj 2l EE. tJII'|E- OnNe wﬁ.ﬂ r'v.f.ﬂ,ar

Raoe do it .::J.,H iy erotic fiction
wostly My (r,t,t Jr.a.r_-:.iust‘J wrtil le

f
o Lol needs a EJ*‘E-::LJ!)

Wiy I:Jn'ﬂ..-l"':}.

This latest
chapter
was quite...
suspenseful!
Nice work.

110)




After that, we g0t tO

talking about the souls
Lem had Jroppadr off
for me, and how [ was
having trouble isolating
and ia’antfP:ﬁnj them.

Observing

them in the

first place
is hard.

Viv tﬁ.ﬂi-i.ﬂ;{nt
about it while
| ate cleese.

Seoms like an
IMoging issue. You
can try dyving the souls
to make them visible
of shining welrd hypes
of light on them

You may not be able
to see them, bul o
camena could.

They can appear or
disappear apparently
at random. It's only
by chance that Lem
catches them at all.

: i We have certain
attractants, he
tells me, but...

We need a tracking, monitoring
system of some kind, or a test
we can perform to determine

where they gather...

Then, he started
talking about
HOw KNS SCientists
|IIDCIL. Lt Credtures
too small to see

with the nahked eve.

OM [¢'s

tf'ﬂ.t a3y

What a Fruitful
day this turned

out to be!

Arcer Vi |'H_.Ft | went

b the
_,m::,.'ﬁ For vy h'n,:nﬁ:.l.ll:, P [ BV

F

.r HE &
i
[ Eal LEF- ML

E.Clrr:'-l:r'ur\-j

¥
[ ="
| Uy

S ':I.I

Our memories are stored in
the egeqore, and it manages
what we forqet and what
remember, as well as
re-dlm::mﬂ bhe S..IE-,M r'l.:.l..'rl".i:ue.r"
of memories we have oOn
account of being immortal,

.:" "h' LY s ‘
H '-.L.F:irlll TA‘I'." L Wi it F}ull.gl_nr_..' .

F e MY ﬂ||i‘_l'l"lﬂll‘|l:|:;l..|l .tf‘m-:rﬂ-:' PRl
.!'i' e oFrdW the COFFECE I'nn'u:'
OF Plnds, wie Can do it

arywhere, Lem calls i

@ .EEIFE:DJ"-F_.

Dh-lrru..lll_ it showld hase tha affect oF wmahing
ws & fot less demented. [t's had a big
P CE a.l'rs-u.ul-, .il |_‘_'A"|II: I:J'JII‘IJ' ,r I'.-\.'l'.-ll-ul b wE

done this before

[ lad a weird

dream last night.

X




[t was the past, . [ saw Lem in the

wWhgn we grrﬂ.quf distance. He was

AN
lived tc:}ﬂett.i.ar, very Small.

""‘h.,“_._
[ as lolding o oo fi I Tookazdown
leck a IPa.rl:l'El-_lr.:Lr and ."I-gm.:l' all

way | felt the around him, at what Lem
leaves on my ba.ck on the gqround,

and shoulder, _ I a WasS \'::l:ﬂill""l-_ﬂ -

[ didn'e g But 1? 'I“:’-'J no  ChOICE, S50 i Et-l-.l'l"ll.";d.

_ By ! [t was jlst another out 0 be &

% .. 5. 3 [ ice chJ"ﬂ'-‘_ﬁ,'rﬁ.J
I didn"t -, Ao, leek. He was ﬁﬂfcffﬂj :
Ol wﬁ..;:_t,; 5

-F-‘-F'-"

[ was ' it a lot like | was.

."Il-E I:IJ.P"I'"E:'II

[t was we..irurj becalse none

"

of us cooked, but that's

Fine. ft'a just a dream




My scary, but gqood dream ended

up causing a lot of problems.

\ We don't have a lot of time. .

Lem is coming over to spend
\thr.- whole day, since it's the
weekend.

A\

y Rae, wantto
W < lustpleasedon’t . ) plwq“m‘%j
bring it up until we've had f - {
. achance totalk about it,

/ | brought the g h
cereal | told H.
you about!

.":'\.:I.I" -_.jr_"lll"lﬂ_ |!. w5 _"-"'I'.J.-E-'l—‘-T_"'
i 'bu,.r'.-, _n""'"l- WhZFE O

I
dont st 0

| don't do that
kind of thing

anymore, so it

really doesn'ti;
bother me!

You mean you
scared mein
my dream for|

NOTHING?

Oh, is this
’I “ about the diary?
|ulrcudv readit./

I"s no big
deal, s0

even have
unyscurﬂnqﬁ'

r\ It hnrdly cﬂunied B .
anyway, | did it rn|::||1f.tl~|..|r

r::ut of medical l:urllJSIt‘g,f

f g0t ten more munltes
v E{i,_.ll_‘lﬂ J'.;;,_.;urj bt Lewm
L.ui-IPE Sa.yngq it wWas G‘K




Hey Lem, do you
By the time [ got out read your secondaries’

of baby jail, they were
pla.ying video games.

wWell, whatifyou |
checked onone & ]

: they weredoing 4 “"‘”fi'":?' 7NN N
I'w&‘- a.fre-a.a"g t.r:.i..”iE-cJ — i _ . something - { # \ .
- 3 - B H > |
about this el Mﬁ.-j_, o a . : = embarrassing? { : Q};
) 4 ..-‘,_‘i
1

but Lem and Kae =% A Sl Wouldn'tthat 8 :;

are qetting mfﬂnﬂ " ) - 4 be funny? \\ !
surpris.fnﬂfg well, . / / Come on, do one!

—a B

Yes, yes, I'm

T}'-.E'.H started t.:],_#lfﬂ_ﬂ ¥ - ' N _ gettingan
' image...

asain like nothing happened.

They spend a lot of

timne tﬂﬁat.ﬂaar.

Oh god!
a"'1a.3 Says that as Fﬂnj | see Fola...

as they don't talk about . He's eating a
| : DISGUSTING

messy
for them to get along sandwich!

anything serious, it's easy

letyou =

with E-:LE-.L Other, iy : good me
asshole =5 3




and [ vernt L350
Lpstairs

f ..;If.;grn't L-.r‘dlz..r'am..ﬂdl wf'.-:]
[ couldn't talk about

the dream with Lem.

< Hmm, thatl's
great progress
though.

| tried B
those

| actually got
an image.

[ late

Censorin 9

[ want to say

what's on wy mind.

;{/j‘ N

m ,..--, Why, this is
( ,__,}, | 't:_-r“ incredible~!

_ [ smchJn ¢ Aa.ve. ﬁ %@ﬁ

to hold Ea.ck.

:/‘ % ' ) A
Y/ i J Huw':.J*,.-fuu :
| / 'x\ - v doit?! -

|

.

An image projected - -~ -‘\\ i

Lit... M
- Uy 6 TG 0w 7 f;f"‘" :l""‘-}" It looks like -—-\-
ST S | 'd’ff B\ “acivoh.
h'\ JS{ ’;’_, qw"
S e
AV N

| 2 oy r_,D)




Don'tyvou think

YOu OWe me an

explanation of
. that dream?

You think you're
better than me, .
don'tyou? = - B

I'm punished for
. having the same
feelings as every-

) Oneelse!

-

You've always been
like this, and now you've

[  bamboozled your sister

and brother into it too.

; All | ever wanted was

for yvou to love me.

Look at him
rolling his

eves at me!

Turning
his nose
up atme
from his
throne.

#

It'stoomuch \'
for my feeble !
. heartto bear.




fa“,:;ffﬁﬂﬁf " N &/ EAIRN - That's all
i ' A/ \ W you think about.
You have | \ ' > \ . Leaving.
made an '
incredible |
discovery
today!

Think whatever S %
yvou wanito think h‘
' about the dream!

Go ahead.
Ditch me.

Please don't
derail the work
over nonsense

L right now.

| youreally

J

¢”You cantalk about %

Rae and May if you

kthn dream later with 1
want!

—

‘{ Butthereason!'Mhereis
\_ to help with magic.

-

e

f"‘ B ; Whether I'm

e I l sincere or not
o " doesn't seem
' to matter, eh?

| don't want
/ If you're not going to let r

. to leave, we have |
this go, | have to leave. :
- so much to get ey

done! & itagain.

F
o
-
."... L
- i b,
. -, F

- . )

- L} 1
.. _— 3
."-.

e —

Here we
are, anyway.




T thiink it
wowuld all
buirm ol
Like thils

It's no wonder my
family doesn't care
about me when | can't
stop opening my big
mouth and talking
about the pain.

I'm sorry for being sucha
terrible parent. Maybe you'll
understand someday, when your
children abandon you like you
abandoned me.

Youwere such

ididmy B Remember  SuEFILS a beautiful, happy _
verybest T8 what our lives nf ba h';". How can | apologize

for you 8 usedtobelike? ¢ f ” } for what I've done? ]
children, A\ . N . A

| knew the moment . A
! |sawyouthatlloved & \ e X Al =
' you, that | would love * ), (S y
all forgotten .' y"ﬂll...l fﬂr thE rest ﬂftimE‘. — J ; f
the good \ - _ N

N

Raising you and o

your brother became

my reason for living. It will never
¥ beenough.

.

g i e A
el o e e
g T







P .« - _
" kad this abilie B . W, - .. .*\\ \
t0 heal otlers 3[:-3 ~8 : e \:‘ ol
R tcuicning :I'.E.'m; 4 . \ o - _.:..:. AN\ \ ¥

Finally, ugh.
You made me
work for that )

one / :
V. JF DO&-S AyOne Pﬂ-a..ﬁﬂ expect me

He touches oo

A, 9. PR to choose him over mHseJP?

PO Sgcirefs -’Cahlr:
20d A rew

VY
.Ilrn (13 = [ . \ 1

old days, . ¥ i Oh, stop blubbering.
he'd keal It's embarrassing.

me all the
R

Youwere always
a sore loser.

for sOme
reason he

EI!]PIPE.-dI.

N
/: How have ary trouble a‘lﬂfﬂj My JOE
B oeen They'll probably have to let wme
" out of here in a couple days.

-




I'll take care of Cal.
Don't take your eyes
off of him, ok?

That was...
| mean...
Do you...l....

‘} May & | were monitoring
yvour mental state, like
you askedusto.

Nothing
appeared to
be wrong until

g — it was too late. .
Could have Than Baas Let's get out

have been ) of this house
e for a bit.

Youwanna
walk through
the woods?

Itwas like, a lot,
all at once.
Really fast...




It's gonna be cold,
s0 sultup., It's my feet

I'm worried
about. 4

Oh? You still
don'thave a -
pair of boots? &

- Even with -

| Y the custom . S

a coat of your " = * sizing, the .- . At
OwWn Or are you o hard upper ' : *"g
L still borrowing? ; is just murder 4

on my loes. . Let's
— go get

The colonists usually
have a bonfire going
on Saturday night if |

smashed.
It's only
natural.

remember correctly.

I'll figure it Mm, do
out eventually. : you smell
that?

| wani
iogo
oulside.

Ah, | can't
really roll
my Own cus
of my...

You been
smoking like
| told you?

Meh, then
| wouldn't

Just don't
laugh at me
for wearing

socks and

sandals.

Oh come on.
Iust bum off May,

have to
bum
yours!

That's the smell
1 of snow coming...
Pfit, you know | won't. ; . and wood smoke.




Have you gone

to the colony much? No...I'mstill % e 3 ' 4] doing that

pretty nervous o I everyother
about leaving the These are 1 B conversation
house... nice people. > DaCk When g9F @ ecing

ThE‘H“ like o, a heal, bul being
r + ; ah asshaole
you. " ' : TT; bt

Don't you
Bk o " remember?
Yeah, May o m -\ . You were there,
says 50 100. - mostly.

Though | guess Yeah..l have

you were preity a lot of memories
deluded about it. J B toreassess.

It's cold comfort,
butthat's what the
egregore is for.

wanna talk
about what
happened?

Oh good, they
have a fire going

Come on,
like | hoped.

we're almost
there.

Mavybe in
a bit...Though
honestly it
was nothing
special.




o ¥ | ; ] ' "\ I TLE
" 4 I " i P L - : %
¥ ...I.' ] R
- M ? | Lem, is that what old

people look like?

we can use the fire . 1”4;' ... Yeah, Rae,

N as % Wi - i
] long as we =" that's what old people

¥ te 1K
. ; What is it: E \ " look like.
1]

-.I - 4 lc:.- |
Vil KA
ij 0K, Waolder says
4 2 f




Well, | guess | feel stupid, cus N
. | thought I'd get you to talk, and |
would help, & I'd accomplish whal
' \ | think May wanis me lo do...

' l I'm supposed to help you,

and instead you're having
‘\E help me. It's fucked up.

Somehow
| know you that doesn't
make me feel |\

don't wanna, : - . ;
but please ] | don't want to cough J i Youthink % - ; ., all that better,

a lot & get sick again though... . i this shit is easy

smoke. y
2 _or something?

, I'm not being nice
" 1 enough to you, buddy?

| totally get it, bud, but : ~
| can also tell you want to talk 1 .. ¥ A ol "|"qu rE. -
about something. - ' 1 MALUPRG, oy .
. o inexperienced. '8 _ ; ~2'I ¥y Mo

And you can't = TG I T r, .5 : | 7 hn:aT:.rlt'ml :

speak your mind | - N, - - = |'mirying

until we have A ; - - ’ e to say.
privacy. g ' i @




Why don't we
talk about something
else?

How are you
doing? How are
yvou liking life
outside of Cal?

What
about your

research?
That's actually

doing really well,
at least | think.

My presentotion
should be ready

for the meeting. :
s . Did you come any

closer to figuring out
whatyouare?

How am | liking it?
Good question.

Obwviously,
my agoraphobia's
a lot better now.

It was so bad ot first,
but | glazed owver when it even
started lapering off...

Not really.
| didn't find
anyone else
like me.

| don't know,
I'm juist a troll
thing | guess. 4

Really?

R vouthinkso? |/ V Shadap
= |I =

asshole.

13 7%

IF oo don™ mind
me asking...

May is a better
person to ask.
You know Walder
back there? He's
related to us
by marriage.

lalking about
. voursell?

-

Do you have
any relationship
experience?

r*"-._' .

\

Eh...I"'ve hod
sorme weird

experiences.

Generations back,
one of his ancestors
& May were married,
& the extended family
settled nearby.

I'm not having that
tolk with you ogain.

Justuh, stick e

toit, Rae, 4

_—

.
= = T

And dont make the obwvious mistokes
Like participating in vour own cull.

Absolutely not.

' balkirg
abeik Foka

e Butno, nothing

going on with me.

May
has dated
lots of artists &
writers over the
years, so the
colony grew.

50, you 588,
wi can have a
positive impacl

on the world.

¥ou're lucky you
don’l howve secondaries




Cal, you're e —— ; It'll be
staying in your —" Priey | remember _ different this
room the rest v iR, ' V- You're what's happened time.
oftheday. 4 : = oy E e T B bullshitting oS, Lt

to your ill
treatment.

Far be
it formeto
object!

are all so
small minded.
You act like
mortals half
the time.

punish me,
browbeat me,
whatever.

It's a wonder | get
anything done at all....

| don't

feel bad,
if that's what
vou're trying

to do. -
(

Why?
Itdidn't
hurt him!

He's fine! |

me on
this?

But
because of
‘whal you've done,
you're going to be
really sick
later.

Yeah, that's what
I'm saying. Your meds
have been rendered
b, useless. By you.

Everyone
else is putting
in a good faith

effort.

Everyone
except you.

Your medication will

 have to be adjusted again.

I'm not holding
back either, Cal.

I'm so ashamed and
embarrassed right now. 3=
I'm bitter and I'mangry. 28

hA L!-:}‘ij{ﬂﬁﬂi il
¥You take things I've worked
hard on, and you turn

S
. __{"{----c._.i'l:. "F'_:. Tt
b -'.L;*?ﬂ. .:s::ﬂlll_::‘f--.' ' ! .

o o
A e
B e R



Y Mow | see you act
totally different
from one person

I didn't | was always aware 7
DO any- you were pushy when
thing! 4 We Were young...

You treat
strangers better.

You're
trying
to wear
us out.

Youwant us
to give up on the
whole thing.

whatdo ~ _
you expect 3 A ” | love him!
metodo, Be® . | wouldn't
sayl'm L harma
e 4| hair on
sorry? \
ds his hicad!

Oh, and.

| don't recall

giving you permission

o touch me, Cal

This is a vacation for
you & we both know it.

You know
how painful itis
for us, & you're

pushing your
advantage.

wWe're not going to give up.

-4 ¥ "  Thatwas enough to o ' . to the next.

makie me leave.

you were kind and
intelligent!

Is everything you
do in pursuit of this
sick game?

Is yvour kindness
just a veil for your
cruelty?

Canl say
something?

why don't
you write in your
diary.

Do you even
know who you are?
ARter all this time?
We're millions of
years old!

Am | to understand
that every time you're
nice to me, there's an
instance where you re
cruel to them?

I'll read itif
| feel like it.




Everyone's
ganging up on me.

finally
snowing
for real
instead

of just
drifting
around.

Ehénk Gorengo
will b maon ?

Hold on
oy O 5EL, Roe

&
W,
4




I‘l-!l'."

-

H... ™

B
How | used M
to do things gﬂ

B
Fl

\, g
N

v Vam—. was flawed.

1o design
winen wea
8 wers Widi

Yeah, and
how miany
of those do .
ViU S
now?

\\1 Steady on,
it won't hurt us.

It's some type of
carsekel’'ek, uh,
anice dragon.

it always
turned out the
same. They'd
& getsick and
; die.

Rk’

! "h\ You normally don‘t
N seethematall,

1 - \_, They hide.
_ ¥ whorn doay

Pl
F i
&-_f.'- I thowght | had ba "help.” §
?Ej“'" Constantly adjusting,
tweaking, making
decisions.

L wormalhing lu
Pt e

=
el

wWh I ': -

k) v is the :

wWh f Whoo. B Wkl

it 5.-.:,:5_ 8 irsiost 9 tail like that? It looks like /r
a pancake.

about,
gathering

the flakes What P ‘ -y o -
in their they really The “failures
wings for . needed was that were ignored are actually

responsible for most plants &

my absence.
. animals on Faidia.

L]

-

But evenifi'd had o choice about it, i kol ™

Didn ™t you =
i 444 I would have preferred it like this.

maoke it? . 1 -

Lioks of welrd
aRirmols b see

AL -
\/—/ Of course, | design

snatching my

piii - when | needto. Speaking of
Like the melceys. " 9 .
. weird, what's
y > that?

g : = |
d > e A



Serioushy .
$-E, ﬂ: E?"s &y SHOR, -‘g
_ o .
ol b A elementals
| was i are mere
- lh-‘
ying e, figurcheads.
hﬂ-ﬂn— ——i ’ o =%
Lem was telling me . Tu'r';":::r
about how he doesn't io become
s do his job barely at all, , obsolete. JAEN
| . ‘
We have _ . X i
to stop meeting B . ; '
like this. s . B | '

S Well, we are just
=Y sentient conduits for
elemental energy.

=

We're not sure why = '
we happened

to be sentient.

-

There
Y are mortals
interested in
turning us into
batteries.

You have
: o nothing to worry
' - « about. At least
Well | for one am not not yet.
interested in being “just”

You looked different...
There was a thing eating

. yvour head.... ! a conduit, thank you.
s W f worried
) '. ") because
=ai - of the
':J!h:__::jm i 18 )) : I shouldn't joke
; <) f oh < about it, because it's

buddy. L5 Oh,yes. g

The anti-elemental
sects from Miavra.

horrible, but there's
a part of me who's
kind of on board

" Tricked by

clothes again...? Visibility is Mienogolner. for the battery
; dropping fast, back to the thing.
I thay
Why are there haouse. wanl my job,
50 many clothes? they're welcome

— . i : : ! = ! " ot
. s ol NG - : .
. s ! o F ) z iy - - j o . i 1 1.1- ‘ , ..‘

W



You're right, W
it's horrible &
you shouldn't

joke about it.

o ' Theanti-elemental
2 sects are a mixed bag.
I'm sure there are many
ex-church among them,

but the dragons disown
' anyone who joins.

Turn us inlo batteries?
Anti-elemental ?
Are these church folk?

¥ Ihave bad
. news for you,

There are
a lot of land

o
K?A dragons who
‘ don't care |

much for

Yea but
they're

Mm but there nerds!

i arealotofem

| don't care for the idea |

of dragons being our 8
enemies. -

Land dragons

& Mienogolner.

| need Cal to get his head on
straight so | can stop those two
groups. If they have a crossover
episode, we're in big trouble,

Of course the groups who
engage us the most politically
are doing so because they
want 1o destroy us...

Lem, let's
nol gel oo
morbid in
front of your
brother.

I'm a big boy,
| can take it.

A ) ']
» ! = L, ;
s nottime forbedbut I'm * '
totally exhausted... J) \
-. - i |
-1.'"."-1-_ 4 \ I S
Walking in the
' snow is a lol of work.
Lem, why dont vou

make some of your
hot avesch?

Oh, that's a great idea.
Do you have fresh rools?

show you

let me

Everything
IS S0 Scary.




Lem, lat's
nol get oo
morbid in
front of your
brother.

Haha. This
turned oul

I'm a big boy,
| can take it.

Everything
IS S0 Scary.

- *'. 1 - . IYsan | always loved

_ . ¥ = - ‘ .
It's not time for bed but I'm 1'* (s vy acquired ‘ --:'l'. N Lem’s avesch. |
= € --.I_lI

IA:nh:s,Il:g,-r exhausted... . . taste. & ~ SN It's not stringy
' ; , '. = - Y otall. 8

ey, Wumnq inthe M hasa -
TUW is : L::: nf_w-n-rh. el = i Avesch con make you " R 1 texture like potato,
em, why don { you Lk Y a little tipsy, but it will also but tastes almost
make some of your . [ it | W Yol Up. P
hot avesch? - :

-

If the snow
sticks, of course

Oh, that's a greal idea. we will.

Do you have fresh roots?

show you

=y - It snowed, so
- t - "
where they . will we celebrate

Garenga soon?



Yes, go ahead, make
merry where | can hear
everything.

Kick me
while I'm
down.

Make sure
| know how much you
all love it when I'm
not around.

Soon, you'll
all be sorry...

Wow, your hair.
You look so BAD.

May warned
me that it would
be like this.

It's almost Gpm,
vou know.,

Does my
slsier know
wou're up
here?

M
—

Stinky. Just give me
a minute to um...

Yes, she
let me in.

She said il
help vou clean this
room up, | get to ask
you about the new
dealh process.

A— S0 your depression
mess gave me some leverage,
& loosened her protecliveness

of you while you are ill. See?
It all works oul.

Great,
Fola.

A




My

Fala. wos

L T S o skull
7 o e | loch TS 1! kflat
o [ts been a (ong befTie on lop,
time since | last wrote. 4 .
.|IIE"5II 5‘.“'-'.'"'5 "’“:"-"', D..-ﬂdl ey Pﬂll‘"lt S0 . Y o
May cit \ : ~
Fola came over to see . - o Y <~ -""'1\ Gross
it . _ 8 :
ek ' ' Hey, How could
the progress ['ve made — look who's ¢

you cufmy hair...
s

on the souwl recycling ‘ q_.j ; o K :
l i J.ll'l -..'_'I'l.I, a ﬁj P :'l"l.

" f?.l'jr"-.t II,I:IEF':'_"II"E- F Pfﬂ's."w-r-;er I

ran into a problem | couldn't

# " Don't keep /
Al Foba wailing.
= L il
i I.r.

pro ject

Ae Firse, it'd Fone lihe
j”.-J n-'_:-tlr-n-':t.!-.tr_-.ll_

solve. Only a hair away
from freedom. Stopped

N My tra,f.ﬁ!:.

[ worked

like a wadman,

for weehs.

You did all that while
| was brushing my teeth?

Developed some

[ life skills since | last
[t was like iy

ming was on fire!

]I L:a.f:il Lp doy @re |

niglt L0 get the

irdFastricture

S0, uh,
let's godo
this thing
then.

[

L- r?":-
I'mso qlnh

- "‘i, you noticed.
I'm top of my
home ec class.

Step over

Before | knew it here.

4

4 wonths had passed.




gesturing
towards the
tacky bead

| cont believe I'm
going o experience
one of your pocket ©
dimensions

L

%Z}%ﬁ?%é

A melcey threw it out.
§ Maybroughtitto meto

use as a portal marker.

TwEg {

May said, "l don't
want any gosh=darn
horrifying invisible
phantom holes in my
house,” if | recall.

" I've had only
negative reviews

2

y | might as well
go first, so you know
what to do.
- P

Don't be nervous.
You just walk in like you'd
walk down a hallway.

N /44

You'll just disappear

follow
after me.
| didn'tget
out of bed
just for you
to chicken

! s !
= 1
=P (] il
' wﬁ ‘ !#,
That's so 3 age' -+ B
weird... ! r!"

2% LR

The less you think
about it, the better.

‘e, JE
A
J__q.

4

=

It's very stable. The magic
is fixed, so no worries there.




Your hair

This is... just go
tock back... with whatever

b self-concept
room | have lying

hallway? around in

This is just a buffer,
a junction that | can build
additional portals onto.

Did you
augment your
appearance?

The workspace
is through that
door.

Mo. | just used your
cerronl laoh,, Designiemg

Really?

Sowe're formis B o lol of work
always in about me? ! :
i Am | different Oh..Somay|  Sould
e il - | ivatry Rawe o gred change if? change
formiin too? Did vou soriatidne inianistalka . it foryou,
here? imagine me ihosigh. Does thal count? but I'm not
qoing

with a
mod??

i

- -'Ih
W .,n.

It's ... huge!

: ] It would | don't
isn’t this the be so much EyvEn know
ideal way for better il we why we bother
elementals to just lived in with these
liwe? In a space agic areas physical
actually designed just like this bodies

by one? You can
really siretch your
skills oul in here,

Um.

AN

i

Lt e
SO0 whu!
the cotch
is for to-
day.

Thisisa
sandbox
aredq.

I'm starting to realize we
have a lot more to talk about.

Why don't you
take a seat?

You mean you've
reconsidered my
internship?!



,f"'

please,
\ sirl!

Lemwon't

25.
4 teach me!

Your
dogged
interast in
metaphysical
elemenis is
dangerous.
You need
guidance.
| should have been
'l YOUR secondary,

_ z‘ not his!
i Fola, please,

Py ‘ sit down.

Your troubled dymamic
with Lemanerial is well

Mo...

Haven't you
given him reason
to worry, though?

A moment ago, |
said that your
interests are
dangerous.

Are you already
dabbling in dimensional
magic? Are you doing

~ somel hing involving the

lagoon?

J But | howe
\ workers.

There's
plenty of
environmental
work lo be
done,

e

It hardly counts if the
experiments
are unsuccessful.

S0, | guessed
correctly. You

need to stop P

immediately.

All of that stuff is 5o easy
for me o do, Especially
with melceys to help...

4

Isn't that better?

NMow we can take all It's better. :

known, of course.

But | had heard
things had improved
betweenyou. Is
that false?

But he doesn't
take me seriously.
Constantly bugs
mie about my
experiments.

——

| know I'm
not fully matured.
But I'm no baby,
either!

Give them
different jobs.

Am | really
that weird to
be so interested
in this type of

the time we need. | 1 1 .
.l - [ | ': . : r i ﬁreyw

neglecting
YOLIT O
element ¥

Like. Am | crazy,
or is this system full
of strange loopholes
that we could easily *
exploit for more
resources...?




—~ 9

That's another thing.
Your system.

You might also

cause injury to
reality as we £

know it.

You're...not
wrong.

Sorry, | seemed
to lose my breath for
a moment.

he must " 9
i’; have meant Lem is way In?tr;li&::r
something more precocious P

the other issues

else. this system has. ..

than you think.

o

. -

Ifit's up
and running, why

are you still locked \
up here? They can't

I'm not sure if you're
aware, but Lem has always
hod a personal interestin
this end of magic, from

when he was about

He maimed himself
many times in pursuit
of his interests. He is

| hiave 1o ba
wgry careful,

This was all
Y myownidea,
' he has nointerest

| remember
him saving things
like what you just

\ ’ ‘\-_r.-_ . B .. will do the same. # B o they? f
i — - : - | . '

TR

I h \ Lem didn't
can assure you, he mean . .
the 5ume1:r1u5 rou did just talk about But, remember, you can't
e ; loopholes. Oh, To explain that, | should

go around saying Lem shouldn't
be your primary. Itisn't right
& won't solve anything.
- -
Yes sir...
I'll do my best!

P3O TR S

just get started on teaching the
whole thing. It's what we're
here for, after all.

How do you
think he managed to
defeat mein the
old days?

He

It's heord

1o Bellewe, but

DINCE YO Pt it
1B Wl .

All right then.
Let me load up the
soul | selected.

| think | might have
figured out why Lem
& you don'l
gel on.

A=

him of
himself.

To conclude our digression,
consider this the first day of
your internship with me.

These get caught in the fillers
| hove had set up all over the world.
We can look at those later.

\



. Slakhen &
'|. R T I.II
“«r:;".‘__f—_:*r

We'll go through
the process of resobving
@ simghe 5oul

Do vou have
any [ssues with
motion sickness?

And | know you
have experience with
this equipment.

Mol that | S
know of,

¥ | % . ~ —— Are

| - they

Good! ' ] . _ S closed?
FII

Yes,

Now, relax. Commencing I've closed
{:lﬂﬁe yOour eyes. relaxatian, . them...
-*—-
computer takes
| was inspired adeath glyph, and ..Right.
by Roe & Lem's video TR W Seke) oo Wait Now you can
: visualization you an...
games, They provide open them.

canexplore &

ihe kind of visuals A

& neural feedback
| wanted.

AT . —
=Y

=0 .
e g™
.

Is this a dimension .

within a dimension,

or...

¥ T —
2 T o n tA I've loaded ina new A
LooaN iy environment,
m [ !,_

4]

_ |
: 1 ' Making dimensions
within dimensionsis

pointless & oo
demanding.

S0 the glyph provides
coordinates in the lagoon?

No, thereis | f ol
N only the one dimension. ) S,
We are still "there,” but SN,

Yes, it
helps narrow down
an actual location within
the simulated lagoon.

Now, | won't
lie to you. This can
be very frightening,
but no harm will
come to you.

| guess °
we'll need
chairs at

The video game is
simply a conceit to get
yvour brain to accept

8. what's happening
; as sensible.

would never .
do anything
as cool as

-
] —
S -
-~

You can skip steps
once you get used
tousing it.

TEnes
e

- ——
-
e

-
b

L]
® A



Thisreminds _—
me of one of your
earlier tangents,

The tedium, the
Way back . emptiness. It became

That's
something you

(¢

J could argue when we didn't maddening.
What was it? used to be live on Faidia / If we tried it
How we true... at all, just used / as we are now,
should live itas a hub. it'd be even
inside pocket WOTSE.

dimensions?

Lem theorizes 'l /
Pwe need real bodies, in

real dimension, to nurture
our minds.

Living in a place | made
seemed like a reasonable solution
back then, when Faidia was nothing
but a barren rock.

Incorporeality, or
staying in a shoddy
pocket dimension...

Seemed very .
inhospitable and Meither are safe, ¥ Thereal world )
uncomfortable long term. is the safest place S0...what IS
back then. N from the lagoon. '-he lﬂqnnn?

I'm not exactly sure how it came about.
The lagoon is ancient, even to me. Maybe
my mother created it, as a mirror for herself,
or a measuring stick, sort of. But that

doesn't fully explain it either.

Holdontomy %
hand. The gravity
is strange in here. J&

4

By “cdladding” |
mean your physical
by, & the plvysical
world around you

The problem @
with fake dimensions g -
is that you're in charge. - .
Nothing you didn't iy
imagine takes
place.

Simply put-it's a
mirror dimension. It
reflects our world, but
strips away the cladding so
you can see the rivers of
energy inside.

Hao
one
really
knows e
whal its
history
is.

We struggled ’ : - -
- ™ H .

L to maintain a sense of _ :
time, so it was impossible

L to get arhwthm going.

Unfortunately, it's ALL you can
se¢ in there, so it's very hard to navigate.

-



And because it
was seminal to life
in Faidia, through Lem,
everything alive has
been grandfathered
into its structure.

It could
also be a bridge to
other worlds like
our own.

We can still
change things
like that, can't 2=

we...? k

But it's possible
we can enact very
slight changes. &

But it's a very We primaries have a theory the lagoon may have
dangerous thing taken certain subconscious wishes of ours
to permit yvoung and made them manifest in the world.

beings to access.

S0 some
weird things
happened
- without us :
E {3 meaning it. I.-l'i"'_"n-l I
=

»Q\f

Thisisn't the
junction I'm looking for.
Let's keep going.

| A _ .- .:. ST

manifesting avatars of its magic
in people, creating elementals.

A}

It could be that
: some passing thought
LMTE SRS I Wh?m caused this world to start S L 4)’1
elementals came from, in fact. i

-

1.“

If that's the case...
if we had been aware of
what we were doing, we
would have made better
decisions.

l@ g What are we doing?

We haven't found
away of updating the
infrastructure withowt
destroying too much.

Over large '
ne riods of time.

S0, these giant cables
are where souls reside. I'm
trying to find the location
of the soul I'm targeting.

The glyphs
are not the souls
themsolees, jusl

coordinales.

wWe'll explore
around this area
until we find the

spot the glyph
correspondsto.




Oh, it might be
time to switch up the skin.
This is an aspect | was
looking forward to

showing V

| have to go
by my gul
most of
as ]'d thﬂ' Ii!'l'll:!.

hoped.

‘;_/;'.erm aid

[ theme...

Ligh, #rsnisgh
al Thid ima sk o8

mry face. » [""{
) >

can s&c

/ it?

This cable & gravity suit Yes. That's

look is just the default theme.

And the
one |l
thought
youd B
fancy.

Careful,
though.

The grawviby
is still wonky.

Y k There's also...

-

standard

cable one,

but cool
hacker
robots
instead

of dome

t. suils.
ik

Oh...You're not in
control of that?

It's
buggy
for
whatever
reqsomn.,

Hmm...
That's lame.

T

Thoi's oll
|8 g, Posr
you o loss

foith...?

J

| would

hawve fixed

that by
NoOW...

Vil
reodly are
i,

Big cables like
this have hundreds
of souls in them.

This is

just the process
of locating the

problem?

the whole poinl
of this. To see
things,

One off
soul spoils
the lot, like
rotien
fruit.

This is
a lot of work...

See that bulge in
the cable? The
corrosion is pretty
bad on this one.

But we'll only know
what's really going on once
we enter the corrosion and

focus on our farget.

Well, I'm doing
it manually asa
demonstration for
you, today.

l\ _ |

usualby jurmp
Ehis iy
Fisaps.




How, But for these lunky

please do Uh, so, what areas, extra steps are
not touch are we in for? ;
anything I'm gonna
yel. poke it.

Al this point,
| can only guess
at what's inside
based on some
readings.

Interacting with it
might suck you in before
you're ready.

Some of them
are incredibly

Comman, small

It looks Everything problems can be
Hrm... extremely here is aesthetic. handied remolely hard, and | have
Mot oo b i = _ llrom my console, to saw them open...
weird, SYuUSaNg.

It's not just
a material

£

Even 0, i
| made it to look repair I'Dh" but Others, like this one,
bad because I a psychic one. are pretty soft.

and mosily accomplished
with the ald of bots,

I5bad.

Hexi | make an
opening just §
B big enocugh for *
the two of us... ,

A massive corruption
like this requires me
io handle it personally.

Disasters

erode the integrity Just like
of these channels, that?!
destroying the
relationships that §
These instances occur connectthese B W/

when really bad things happen

living things
to a lot of living things. g

together,

| try to restore And
them as best as | can. Lem controls
| oversee the the flow of energy : -
channels... through them, - - # .""'”";r"‘““*'!iﬂifﬂ'f"‘m--

s







This is a type
of spirit emanated
by vast quantities
of life.

They
protect

the bed of life

they sprang
from.

They're
the closest
thingtoa god
I've encountered
yet on Faidia...
beesidies us
| mean.

Thay are masily
peaceful, but if there's
bean amy conflict,
I"we withdrown 1o

avoid fighting.

Their existence
is certainly a surprise,
isn'tit?

spirit for now.

Lacking a single consciousness,
they can't communicate in words, but
they can communicate through
environments.

I'm
convinced
these spirits
design these
sel pleces.

They immediately
adapted to my existence & have
made progressively more
inviting worlds for me to explore.

Are any
of the mortal
religions aware
of these spirils?

Does that mean
these things communicate with
each other?

They obviously

I'm confident by now
they are a benevolent
force, even in badly
damaged locales
like this one.

But you can
ask Lem about it.
He likes mortal
religions.

the dead under
their watch to rest
even more than
we do.

They're just another
part of the world, like us.

Serve a purpose in
the system we're
creating.

It"d be silly to -EE:
suspect them

of anything
untoward.

For all | know, one
of us made them
& put them here.




embarrassing
would it be if we
attacked one of
our own creations
for no good
reason?

_ Is there

i something

"Ml clse on your
& mind, still?

I bt # drop, becouse
1 gl i upsel you.
But you keep bringing

Er, I'm sorry.

| have this habit .
of just saying things Since the trial, it's been really obvious I've learned the

that pop into my e to me that l.eﬂr?;: :ushr because . / | va u;:r ";u:;:d"
head when I'm B 2 ; i work, y .

Y If you say it that way...
Aren'tyou in prison for
doing something just
like that? l mean... J

confused.

Idon't
mean to

It'd make
MY lifealot
easier if he

So, while
| appreciate you
being nice tome, it'd
help a lot more if you

There's already offend. F ' e were like,

treated everyone nice
a precedent becouse you... ? stable. 4

from now on, not

\ - Seeing this today, -7 your favoritism
You ) o " now | know it'd be will only create
should try L] ] g better magically, _ problems for
creating 1 ¥

| got fixated some-
on the “creation™ \
aspect. | never
created any-
thing.

esparierced todns
is what they call
an hlr't-tIllll'-dl

sure you're nol repeating
something you've heard?
Something May said?

I'll take
that into
consider- i .
ation. A r 4 . _ ~ Nope!
5 ; : ; Itall come

|am
from my own

quite enjoying

: ;
gardeninag... Lem likes that, too! points, Fola.

’ He does it all the time.




. : This i
Anyway, - Solve the - q,:;:
htﬂ;l;le ‘HEiﬂll:E puzzle, save Just like I'm glad
at the spirit's the soul, agame. J§ B you like it

“challenge.”

The spirit
has linked the The snarl
snml'lnd soul is cleared, | £ 10 : 3 I . i % :._'__:.
we're after s Rows X ; LR A D ! i :
to this puzzle. once again, :

7 "
§, your eyes!. =

There' '
There'savery sl . And o " -
a small cistern floating L 4 -
shallow amount of ilcher in the air abave e That's § =
water in the pool. P 4 : L the last |

ofit...

. S0 we lake |
SOrry.
e The endings
pn;'f;t (.-rr:l'-‘ » are still very \
i : ragged, no :
' polish yet. I'll sacrifice
my comfort...for
| havan't science.
limisked oll
hee cormiioerd

SO S.

We're back
in the
junction?

%

The search
for better metaphors
h Secondaries continues.... Yes. Mow we should
t- are so good be able to see the results

at these feats. on the computer...




That was a typical
example ofasoul

lution.
Picaman Unfortunately, there

are millions like them. N

They only
reguire a small

amount of
attention.

And as you might have | can't get them all bt
gathered, the puzzies done by myseif. s ,.::::1
are often heavily | need more aulo- Sown

melaphorical. mation... the line.

~ ? \ \
We

somehow This other

[ - Trirgs have to create thuirug Islh-e-l
s don ﬂrﬂnd mare wrinkle thal's
Iy oo magic users. BOUNRG e g

mrreny Ly righl row.

For the basic damaged
soul who died in a natural disaster,
the puzzles are simple, as you saw.

The levels are
incoherent and

full of glitches.
4
N2 ¥
But!'ve runintoa type I The spirits

are conbused
& disoriented
i Ihede Coses,
& might ottock
e !

of diseased soul that have
experienced trauma...

| howve had
to run away from
all of them,..making
N progress.

. ¢

And for whatever reason...
They don't want the pain to end.

like they're supposed to.

What sort

faoul The typical
o !ill;: 5=ure : L expectation of
¥ &, ;;E pE;'plE a troublesome
host, right?
- who died with l\  seeeb
a grudge. ~

Mo, the truly
But th troublesome ones
’ I'I:d ?:':"rf " sought to meld with
v Wi T:'ple other living things
rew:n_qc story. A Little bafore death. N dossnl aciually
attention, and they're make mortals lve
on their way. longer...bul they
con gt slromng
in wobErd wearvs.
After dragging
do
Thev suck sap Wn Everyona

around them for
however long, they die.
Hormally, a dead
soul dissipates, leoves
an emply channed &
a solidified aperture,
through which plasma
continues to Now.

from the living souls of
their neighbors, instead
of from the stream
through their aperture,

But these souls are stuck
in place by virtue of their
illicit attachments.

These souls can't use
the energy, because they
are dead, but their "zombie"
aperture continues to draw on
the living. The connections may
tear from stress, increasing
the rate of the leaks.

These instances
are inevitable, but
I have to get them

under control
somehow.

This ruined plasma then
backwashes into the healthy
stream, tainting it...

The plasma pools.
It degrades into
a sludge. Eventually,
ko in living things as plagues,

completely from desolation, and failure
the stagnation. to thrive.

It then manifests



>0 | would need

that's . awhole other

what's : . Y systemjust
holding for these
ma up. situations!

Do you
kmow whiat
conditions lead
to this?

| hawe some
leads, but finding
examiples wa
hawe full
knowledge ol...

Mot...yetl.
Toeither
question.

How about looking
at your family with this?

Hawve you
looked at your
own soul?

And, though
I've been waliting
to ask for it...
the firstthing |
expecied yvou
toshowmeis
arenderofthe K

: Have yvou
entire system. Y

done that yet?

| think
we're out
of time for
the day,
Fola.

jl' h'r'u!- L ;"

L S |‘l. _T:III"‘.:

| :
t0 o0 it,

Arcer |
Fola lome [ wlueeered
t0 50 Ot tO the wOOdS
ang find gesns for

¥
o b,

[ were to the edee of the

7 i
PrOperty, wWhsre jr'rl'l. W .;1_|.|l_‘-.-|-¢-|_1| £ &40,
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f'?acatiw'nﬂ it,

l:;[w'ﬂj it.

Wihat thirigs il
calkse what sorts of

IF‘r.l..-l"‘l_I |:I_I"|E'lI J:.Gw 'I'I"l.l.i.{..il_

t0 give tO Others
before [Vl Feel
less of jt

m:,.ﬁf.."}“.

right away that if [
did what Fola had
mﬂjﬂ.stt;dl.u.

f WS

Something
3-:)1'r‘|3 t0 see

4 that could
something that .

NiEver Etﬂp
hart a lot.

hurting.

R

pirt WS Wiy wWOrse
than | was L vy

ak I;|-5- B,

|

Was it the
Fight thing to do
to ask for help?

Sorry to ramble.

| hrnow this doesn't

make any sense,

Around this poine,
[ thoualt, "mavbe
it'll be I-J;'.ﬁ.j.ll
[ didn't actually
Frow anything for

SFe et

T here wust have
been sOme way
t0 avoid Spff.llin._:l
the beans, but.

T-IF—'-B L:E'.E.F Ed.jlﬂj
it's okay to ask

Wow, you found a lol.

Put em in the kitchen,

please. Rae said he'd
rinse them in a bit.

E el 5
J'I.J.Et |:|,,.5.5IJ.'I'|'I|I"'|5‘

after all

i



'.-'-_-i" AVE -—"
r I ‘.&l-‘-
we're walching i "r:h"'ldl tJ‘:E-:! EH]IJI -ILll‘I:’Iﬂ
"Melcey Mayhem,” 8 [ ; hindness to me ke this

Haie's lavarite show.
= "I T

Wien §Ol. edperience pain el
You know the

something nice happens.doesn't that
name of every Yea but ing nice lappe - ha

This show's for | : ] : :
babies character! I'moverit | mean there's :.-':lh'-.:.t.!'u'nj .-J-r.'.-r:.pnl:.l

Wl Wil Ol g

It's so mice to see you
up and about, sweetie,

want to hang
; out? Do you
. wanta hug?

Py 0 e 50 NECE i L bird channel.
RS- Funeaeceinery. Cal loves that

e What normal person would
B Hellyeah. § . o
| Sploshing react t0 g00dness this iy

birdseed B <
R herewe RN [sn't it natural to wonder?

Sit down

| "
already [ ju,-‘u:n.d thEre

IS SOmething wrovg with e,

You better i | I'H!- fw:»m

let her love you, 1 !Iva -:JIJ'Ea.PIF'fl'ntE-:J : since hl.E- bﬂjfﬁﬂ&

bro. them bOth SO wlch




4 A Cal what's wrong
. what's going on
Cal what-

—;} g -
W 3 Ul I
A “f;. Oh my gosh anngy i3

quess ['ve

Ve It awiay " s .
a.l'ru..;:..d'-_.h bt I - ’ ﬂ i

]
I also don't Rae, stay calm.

even hnow ' -~ N ., " Y SendLemanecco.
el tO Say ' : ' 1 : ' Might be nothing
but better safe
than sorry

I didn't
mean to get
' so emotional... _ r
I'll try to... | 1 | needto
: to “chill - ¥ L ask you two for
May, promise me... 5. out.” A UL '8! help. It's something
Promise you'll have T A ] | have to do...but I'm
mercy on me. L S scared to go
' alone...

! _ Please have
& why are you mercy on me.




It's not just a game.

It's a real model of

the plasma flowing
through Faidia.

Youwantusto
look at something in
your video game? J

e, | could
Folaasked % e : 9 s really use
ifI"'d ever looked ' e | acigaretie
. ¢ right about
atmy own soul in
the model.

Sure. Easy! Or the souls
But what's so __ of my family...

upsetting about
that?

What destro
ihe syslem...
that happens a lol
i aur family.

| really -
hope l:hIS is | et} {

Wa're golng ' '
aflerall...? g o
- I_ ..'- ] r . i -.‘_._._,.-j
L : ...I i ﬂ-—"

So...I'm afraid of
what | am going to see,
but | know | must look

all the same. Hold my hand,

I hcl‘u'E \ : 3 s Rae, We hawe to go,

to know ' but I'll protect you,
il \ -y - - all right?




the fuck,

man?

If | hawve
to hear one more
wiord of yvour
bitching..

change in a bar
\ bathroom too

EBvEn gEnuinety is
interested in

I i e G ma
essentioliytend s

Haow lonig

L . it - e L
can oné guy take - | A it N ad/ . : » bar for a few hours,
to change? N i ) - a whry not look
L i




—_—
i,

But
Barlowe...
| thought you
were different
fromthe

rest... _ \ _L
A 1 ::e

P

? <
[

That's true. -
I'm worse. y
ks, '-..._\ »

Oh, Idont *
believe that
for a second...

Youhad W Because acting

cute won't get yvou
better. out of wearing that,

' A /.'.V'.
“ Excuse me.

v -
N~

'R
: [
P my apologies.

I'll be right with y-

- e

I've been
looking for you
since yesterday.

You've been...

o . _
A ! s ——— working ina bar?
e —

No elemental
fighting in my

D_nvnu \

have any idea %

" whatwe'vebeen &

through in the
past 24 hours

near people,

F : Or anywhere
( for that matter!




" apologies,
Barlowe,
for startling
you,

7

We're nol
fighting.
Just ...
comimiunicaling

this area off
for privacy,

| apologize
for bursting in

unannouwnced,

I'm May,
Lem's sister.

1

It's nice to meet
you, May. My name
is Barlowe.

wihal | hear,
ou v spma
Enowledge af

lema ol

hen, you'll

undersiamd._.

Whean |
50y Ihis IS

o, it ‘t
‘ﬁ"’ Please, take

..ll all the time you

nol getting
drunk.

Barlowe's

family has owned |

this tavern for
generations.
They're
vampires,
o

Sy

5

=2

Oh.

Well, I'm
getting drunk.
As i I'd want
to be sober while

| interrogate you,
of all people.

o, )

| came
here once when
it originally
opened.

wanis me

to reverse

engineera
cocktail |
had then.

s We have
a bl of a fetch
quesi going
with each

%F k‘ other. 48

|don't
wiant this to
be happening
& ldon'teven |
know what




| shouldn't hawve
said that shuff to yvou
I'm sorry.

| know this
is embarrassing.

Il just
getto the
point as fast
as | can.

Since
you didn't tell me
anything through
the egregore...

: : " lknow..
Your heart's L ¥ youdon’ HI'UE.I

just nol in rI:

Something
fo wake you
ul} huh?

me.

you trust me,

™ My point is,
l lr whether or not
] 1

or your

i brothers...
._F

* Doesn't really

inthe § 1 matter right now.

hot seat

=  tonight.

Please don't

turn away from me.

You need to look at

remind me
af mom when
yvou win.

Thi Crivgn
ST Ml S

Irnsure

4 you don't trust anyone

besides yourseilf.

me your
pictures.

You boys
arg Jych a pain
i PV O35,

f’

o e oy q "
beineg polite whien |

wou ask for input 1

" muhes..:h_-
nlv_u"i:_ Sense.

1" il
R erilicizing

We have found
something that we NEED
answers for, & | think
vou have those
answers.

Today, of all
days, | will take
thatasa
compliment.




an

First picture

should be a familiar

one. This old
engraving.

One of
the oldest
pieces of

Faidian
mysticism.

this old chestnut.

| haven't seen
itinso long.

R

| always .
found it so
quaint,

a little

¥ more than

quaint, it
turns

out.

§
. e
$ i 2 :
: - ' : - I- r
. =

It depicts the
“tree of life,"”
and shows the
three known
primaries,
Lemanerial,
Callanerial,
and Mayaner
as the three
great rools
of the tree.

It's outdated
now, of course,
because of Rae.

Asyou'll see from...
not that one..this one.

‘! . e - \
&
It's a huge gnarled \\

mass and it took a lot
of adjustments to
get a legible picture...
But here i is.

D

Four
big roots.

The primary
elementals.

Cal rendered an ideal
tree of life, like the engraving,
using the engine he made
to interface with the

iree..

engraving, but
Rae isthere.




:;}gr-. o am el -
_ ¥ lcan't& __i
He seemed won't getit,
to understand sodont 11 .d
. right from ask.

R thestart. /4

= = But | won't
be able to tell

you everything.

You know
| what Cal's

I"ve hidden
some information
from myself.,

1, i i
i ¥ . F o ’ I

He's been
hysterical...

"l Il" easy to get
it out of

What are
we lookingat,
= here?

Here it is.

i

The enfire 9
thing slarted B8

doeun| exband o

Thee: siruciure, here everyihing, bl il does bo ihis Soy i Sayn - "l : o callapda
ol the base. I's broken This “tree" should be dead Say i Fuck j =1 [ from the
[ conler

Cul
all Irom
the magic thal
susioins it...
sudtoing
us.

f;,.-.w _ﬂ Tha iree iz FELLED

Lem. I 'E C...Cal became 5o

Tell wiadk hils apeérture...
il me crumpled, and
whal lhIE detached..
means.

Faidia's connection
to the lagoon
1 wias broken.

b &
?

This one
small strip
ofbark is
keeping it
alive.

| attacked Cal. | e
wrenched control of s
his own aperture

BLOE Covigring
tha b pnl

! E:;T:E il:: from him.
— TR r to die because . A
N N4 V. it X ‘- | used my own ‘i
— E,“:E r/ N : aperture to bypass it
just... } _ i Eversince that day...
| did what ' All of Faidia’s magic
needed has only come here

to be
done.

throughme. &

e e
o —
e

- PR—_—

i T




You must have formed 1 ¥
an attachment so large to
the lagoon that... you're & ¥
basically a partofit. W8S

i

S

. ¥ 7 -.;: _.-:-. .L-:i
Youshould be dead. T

i -

e -
&

Can we at least
' help you? Or will you
; refuse that too?

- .
et

| assumed
you wouldn't |
help rme,

Cal was only able
o do it because he was

born in that position. &
His aperture wos

NevermindCal, —
whatabout YOUR

aperture? > acclimated. Toda Furnity
*\_\\{ 50 quickly... * enough, it
| | turns out he
mean, your memaories, : thought | was
your soul...should have / How didyou ing 100

Cal would refuse
io help me il he fell
like | was lving
or withholding
F " infoermation.

survive? How are you of the

surviving it even now?

been destroyed. -

Lots of things

Hypervigilance,
maskhy.

. different now.

o
We've all worked
hard to make it

e different.

You... well. This

wanled him wasn'l exactly
i ] a righleous
Redirection, to find this, Wiy

8 didn't you?

conatant healing,
constani...

I'rr pmire]
—.  sofry | can T hell o
the rost

p—F

&

say any- o . ) S
more. b y ' You wanted Lt avarvonsii “;"”: | '"h“5
2 That's the ¢ ; him to see itin a way danger and covered . i:.f o
truth. | hope you'll he wouldn't be able itup. I'ma liar. 2
- understand =

someday




r

—
You canMOT convince EI

me you really think that. 155 : R 1 _ . _ ...d-did.
\'\ - T . I" A ; yeoh. ER Al e 1l W : I'm just...angry
- *) . 4 &1 < | o | -y L at myself for
S p: ~3 - Y =<5 7 =5 M cryingat
. Dol seem : ' - ¢ ; i | e work.

like someone
unpoisoned by
doubt to you?

You really B8
are my
sister,

| wasn't
sure ifyou
wantedto
hear me

Ini fromt
of rry friend.

know...

Youcan
be angry
at me.

I'vie been talking
to him for a long lime i
about that glass |

told you about...
Oh, he's that
guy? His aperture
is strange.
Vs rially Srmall

Ah, that
explains it.

think he'll

li :
believe you “smbabiscd

He's half
vampire.

I'lltryto do
better.

)



I'm sarry aboul

the bad timing of this.
| hope Cal wasn'i oo
hard on you.

That's the
other thing |
needed to

tell you.

1

Cal = very melodramatically,
mind vou - has announced
that he “surrenders.”

“Confessto *
everything." J

But he M,

won't show B 2
it to any of us until the same
l: you're back. '
Sol
don't know sk iinr
what's going

to beinit...

\h’ ARNIN Lo pucstamy ;L

e LLE “L“""'
-in"ﬁ*l: "*-'E-. -‘.ﬂ-._‘]ﬁ.]ﬂ.jfuf

= Jiolenre 'tﬁ~c'~3E , = murdec [deaths

« Flf{‘Mm fnn-i-'dnl Tde et in
e“‘ T3 l‘i Q"ﬁ"-.l'g“‘ wWiaa a 1VMLE I.,:,-,,.l.sjﬂ"‘JIF
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|I P e rl".-!T-:" \

jT .E-Ec..'_l_. il = L g q ' \':_L':.L‘-._.

] r ¥
asare of my but [ couldn'e
Q) thOW ghts . whderstand the

at SOme point _ WO 5,

I only remember
because & was the Firse
thinia I ever remember

SE 05N 4.

50 -}'Iq_a_nl jT '.u.-_'._hr‘|1t

s i
ShE wiS filke e,

r ]
[ roticed May nexe

. | YWe were a pPort,
We sensed each other somefow ol : i
salimdoriy = e X anse Coklen b cOMmbrvcate sl

1 '
PO PO

We heep po.ssing throtgh
SOLCh  OREAE ML ..,‘_'-'. Wl h‘:t.’ll.l-ll-'_ll

with the idea. of bodies.

P i
STOP at each other, instead,




[ can't really eaplain

how [ did it at the time,
vith 50 little hnowledge,
bt |I 'F"ld..c:E'. s ECNJFE—&

Moy wasn't happy
with what ['d done to her.

| started making dimensions,

The world was cold.
Our bodies were wlnerable.

[ sieved in the dark.

IwmAamgﬂer,.JﬂH
and now a doll house.

j J oo
_|r LredteEa ||‘.-|"||1I'-.‘.h_". hd._ul'\-u..:;l_.hjh

With no one to talk to,

M "
with finie JO0rE And wanAsered

Jr became Jlﬂﬁt n iy ﬁ&a.dl F ceaselessly throlsh them,

' [ would Follow wyself
JT Fora®t that [ was s ] =

L] ﬁq-l"'l'_Jlr_‘,!\ EHI"'J"..II"Ij _|r e

creating what I vias seeirs, sowae alis

Tunnels of 5.!'1'@'.«»1'1'.J 2 Eve.rg d'ﬂ-c:nm.::,:., Gpe.rn.a.gr on
heated rainbows. an individua/ SCreaming darkness.

[ couldn't stop muself,

[ wa.s

dﬂ'iﬂ.h&tﬂ-dl.




I followed the sound He already had a physical body [ wanased o

11.1-'1.:!' -Fli:h'.l.ﬂl:!l P{i._.E._ keep s
\ P : :
ae g | £ VI
| - 4 | - B‘-’-t My FESOLICes were
i

T TR PO |

= - ¥ | . ' . : r-.::a,lpiaf.l'-_., dl-apnre.t.'nﬂ.

Kaoe has alviays recdesd

L
-Iu.

- o 0t OF activity to Feel OK,

Ouwr bodies were A FHOFPHOLS,, P v all He was cominced there
.g-.'iﬂil. ; . - J _.-_II . Ja T
= ’ . pred. up WAS SOmething wWong with kim, '
" ¥
\ Wiy b '1‘3 a
| i to herwe . gt
ihese ugly . . v
ears? L 1

and didn'e
need food or water. il o e was bored

Kae was never arthing bl beatutiful,

! loved ks soft Fur and his swmall voice.




|I el FigE :.r..l. L
Beep s

ENDE FLdre.o

Rae las alimss reeded

o 40t oF activity to Feel OK,

Wiy di
| v to have
thesa wgly
ears?

But wmy resources were
r'.:a,lp.'a[.l'g d'-apnrﬂt.'nﬂ.

H: walg 5 l:.'.‘.-'l-.-fr‘u;-gnr EhiErE

WS SOMething wWrong with Nm, '

‘2
=5

ard he was boeed

Kae was never arthing bl beatutiful,

[ loved kis soft fur and Ns small wice.

FE jecting Wy attention.

vias worried he'd 50

withOlt enol. 35. aCtivity

I found it
under a rock,

| L--"-:i'-s'r.'.im}-.-.ll EVER  BhEN
_Ir LS smhar.ha ki,

Lem was green, but otherwise,

resembled Moy and [

Don' louch
siui welthowd
asking!

(o),




Life wias EJE
for o bit

His mood worsened and le
stopped talking as easily

He'd say, 'T'm cursed.

Hae became responsible e
|r COlal ‘l. .._Jl'_'._.l_l L |'|rr||.‘ '.,I X

SLE S

Lock at wme. You can tell

F am t0 do terrible t.l-r'r‘l.ﬂﬁ."

I'd well km ke was oo, that there

wask "o Feason 0 beliewe ke was ewil.

ke | was ;l..:.:'mnﬂ

bhewn prisover,

T-"d.l:'! O I L'l-!'.w
f was el

Whle wmaide | was graved with the Fear

that Rae would reslias | was the ewl one.




That was, it twms o,

ikt t;l...'l.fcbt J'H"-;LEIP'-.;,LM-E O

We stumbled into arother wmetiod

oF SXPression One .:||'.:.|_1:,r

[t was setting a litthe wild, so | ered
to get them 0 calm down —

'l cach
wail, Lem

-
/

j
(X

s leal .:!nr.u...!..---.znI My NOSE Lp
MDYy s.!;r.n.-..lllld and jr startad -4'rrr-.-wn3

|r '_l:l:-I'-r'-'-Ii I-Pﬂ.n.l-‘ bt wvan I ,F r.-'-l.nnl-'ll.

More of us Rnew what 0 do or

wikLE  wELE i PPE

|

Few mirnkles

It's vy foalltd

0 wmaks a

LI LR

o L O 1
= o

tridn comforting tem A5 4 disembidieo

L o bist thiy WEFE £¥ef Wmore CoVhSes

I°1E b

back

Sospary|
His yokie
Fesll it

That can
happen?!

[R5 T
Ihe new
O O
raalch?

| i gy
[gradalals mdn]
=g 5
il

| ot rid of My CORREE First thine,

= . oL

T.IE-H ue.raﬂrl: WEIy .;r_‘r.-.'f-r.x'_.-ll.




After that, Lem and Hae
started hurting themselies.
[t started small.

t accelerared,

Rae would leave for de Fll.n_ﬂE-‘t.G- surface

!
wha G '-'l:-:l..l|=i
ard  bred,
Louch
LIE

[ T

wWe
Con ke Wecan
IR Shay doamyihing
things. el

| Miﬁ)

Lem started :-!'-:55r.1::.'ﬂ3 NS Cwn '!:Iﬂ'a]':

| -
,'. JI mirdaes 03 find and monedr One, he Other
- a{}

i rlllr'._l__r'.ﬁl phawm boel o r.:p-.'.-..n wily Bhily r

daing ths Hoe was the first one o respond,

| hosw all |his
s iy | o' | ks
wivalia da mim

1'- J:lru.'.-..-a
L
hc-ﬁ.fi-l:ll
but |
didn'

5] l'"-\:l!-rl--'"bl.‘ir"-rli

| use EhOl gt t WS

A wiiy t0 be closer,

Meither of i spoke

CH-

j
o I - T




§ Everything went so fast after that

Wiere ore fssie iy syhi be remporariy Fesoived,
Conn T you svan
g e rigiht?

No, no! Not like that! )

g ‘ | g

A ol ke ®

It's serious adult stuff, ] If you know
. whal's good

) " : - lor you...

You wouldn'l
T understand.

You better stay
clear of it.

_ Don'
Whatlever i louch me




Lem lealed him,

Blat A= wia s ;:_u'w_J_H-_-.

oo |
O A& Bl

] r

Eh.'t E‘a.:-. feln TP

I N i
ol ROl BOLCR,

| wani
o disappear.




How could...
| love you?

“IHove you,”

he says. It's just so you

can get oul of your
obligations to me,
right?

.. How
convenient,

Ir be found out

I sacrifice
[ had rothing to offer : : _ . Love is just enough lo earn

an excuse some respect
to be alazy around here!
F

= Bul you don'
value my input!

You do,
don't you?
Look at the two of you!
I've raised a pair of

BLEEDERS! ™~




You're...

you re aclting crazy...
you're not yourself.

Is it amy fucking
wonder? Don"l

Nt in better now?

With the way
yOou two carry on...

You contribute nothing.
I'd be better off if
vou'd never been born.

»

. | p 1
Al the SPLFiOLS hOrrors R pt A0 |
|

Came gqushing Olt i My TOLEA.

Deciding, doing,
making, building!
What the fuck do you
two do?!

i Soak itup like -
B the sponges you are, i

will e . . r
P

o R y
| didn'e RANE 0D Care abolut anythins

4 Meanwhile,
| make do with
nothing.

| don't complain.

| give more and more.

y While

you two indulge ©
yvourselves in
absurd fits...

-

I'm the one who made
everything and I'm the one
who holds it together

E
jr l-_-illl l'l'll'l.ﬁ A pressure |'-n:1.1'|':|lﬁ

" T OME WS aving  wiay

It's always me!
It's always BEEN me!
-

T ] i
| was shakins bala b '.,u-ﬂd-'r‘ullj_.
i T — R il
i oigfi & Ak B0 Cafd

You whine, you mope, you
destroy the bodies | fucking GAVE
you out of the goodness of my heart!

| v pust wp Wk yoar
micwwlinig and panting...

hegging me in ines b Bhe thung

ad
'y

I'monly gonna
say this once,
so listen carefully,

\\_ I'll do him

like this.

' As many times
as it takes to shut him
— —— upfor good.

Gel over
here.

I'm taking
charge around Stop
here, got it? obeying
: Cal all the
. time. Defer
_~ lome.

If he comes back,
& starts talking like
— that again....

I'm doing
this for you,
too.

"

But if you get in my
way, you can bet [*ll
= give you the same.




You had better Y You gotta start fighting back. we have Figure it out, Lem.
notrepeatanyof & -1 won't. He's gonna kick us out of here. ta fight to Throw it uut:;pnrf-ui

the shit he just f But, Roe - We'll be homeless. .o or something.
[

S pudlieeg

We don't | ' ; our weiaht
need him. |
FUCK him. S B

"salk it out.”

Whal? where

; You'll never
we ihﬂ'l.l Id lEﬂU‘E = "ﬁhﬁiﬂ\;n? SLEr e O WOLIT O

| mean...why stay? wilh an attitude like tha!

/

IV's horrible ' '
ere. . wie showld "
just go! L__ p |
.~ . i May lives )
on Faldia

We can stay
with her

You already Your neck is

tried that, remember? Sha'll kick How do you : - : getting all.stretched....

s ol oo, know it won't be 1
even worse with Cal..you're __

2
L . : her? - "Ancther so heavy...l can't...
p one,” hesald. |

What an embarrassment. I'msorry...l con't...

She didn't ' !
believe you. Cal will — | ¢ E . We
tell her whateverand — N ' ' are
she'll believe him. That's -
why | never did it,
| knew.

| can dream
that I'm not here.

—  That's
‘ ] / the plan.
'n.

. F F e .-1'-.
Ican PR ‘\\ How et
b control him. I 4 rid of
I oon make : ] . that
It guuiet. il thing.




come back home, and iF | was
the szccw:f time, out of | puize, Hae would sleep and

MI'G-J-E C:I-P tﬁ,mwﬁ ﬂ'P .
times, that | died.

But it | woke Aim wp, Lt.'&-'.t-d...'lll-j

with a saarrel.




of the bodies

ol ™

Gt o marter how long it eook, | always
came back and provoRed N again,

| remember orce ettty @ _:p'-ct,-'-c-a bach

Ak Eee  pOrtad iy

2 .l'-.-_'..-.ll beap flups Froe

Lem had L‘.ﬂ'rﬁ.,F-r::.fr"-:rll abolt the
portals having slarp edees

T kas Juse aave Rae an jdea

§ o

horw w0 qet Ad Of e wore

:l-ﬁ‘.'-uy, for a 'I{:h’-g-:r Bire,

J'“.-_., blood poOuring Ot
of a ’I':-Ilid. L] I-.llu-_'_ _'Hr;,,

H-E‘. tne.cI t0 reason with me.

Ir Roe were Fre.::n:.q:,;.-.p[eA Or
asleep, Lem would rurse wme.
Tolfoe ,Sopiapne
Why ! We can you're lying. e g
50 MOy ? ‘l"Eﬂh; jusigo.
You should i | P sl
smile more., I'll h"f i —— we're all
. going insane.
Weneedto

Fight back
o i stop.
Fherign

when he hurts T
you, he might weersined s

EtﬂD- e Trpis

Zome things
y | JI st can't e
i fust Srushe. _ halped, Lem
[ - - - ;

all ths OFf as amusing ; -
| Prie e, PP ik
r o e g -0 bos

PR rpTheng, bt

e SECOPISRE |

aLvebe, I el wrgSel § .|T
i D of B nag
: o oL

couldn't believe any of
these reasonable things " . T :
e thing waS.
WEFE  WOFEh  Brgiria ey T 3
Hire. ¥ o ET ) ' ldl "
: sl Bty foved jiﬂ:}

T ; . | hat became the only thing I could ehink
MEFE Wi L ﬂ..'lﬂgl.:r.': a L--.ar! biissful . ;
AL B E-r‘.".tl!"f__ ChiEr Al l,:.-.-.-'..l"_l ;.\__?_:,I_.'r' AL

Ot :_'I-r LWRCONSCIOLSINESS 4.5 I:.l:.ﬂ-".

soul lefe the bod.

Sowething precous srce we could oo longer sleep

Lem was also addicted, ﬂ.ﬁuimld. t0
£ me to stop with hm repeatedly

L]
wribe
a sang
for us




3
-
Tigre wuse be Lits of

orbiting Faidia even

FEMAiNS

We went
on like this For
furte  SOme
time..

| 1 |
| L A

[

s
ir—h-

it -
223 ]
T

Namells < # =
[kinaha weinrd . jr‘. '_p"'
inhere... g N  Where
-.i L *__ are Roe and
; Cal?

Lem...You'reall "l
]
grown up, huh: i

llosi track of -
wisiting you...
Sorry.

If you don't leave,

I'll need to...a-attack you.
I'm sorry.

Oh?
Is thal
507

=3

»

L

.:ﬁ‘.*

g

no see!

| thbrle,

b

’ -;_r
Hello
,  Maoy.
¢ Rae&
Cal are
N~ not
available.
Why aren't
Caland Rae — - ,,..‘Q-
available? >
& o

-

May, | regret
- lotell you this,
but...

- &
T o

£ Well, no big deal,

& I'll bounce ina second.

3

=

Remember a long
lime ago when you —
asked lo stay with me?

Long time *-r* F

<

b

-



Now that you're
all grown up, you
can do that if you

want. Are you

k still imterested?
Col i f‘ t
WO R @i

on ExikisE
| thirk

ljust...Well, tobe
honest, there's some weird
stuff going on in the
lagoon.

Whatever, *
uh, to put it simply -

Are the ' \
two of them

doing anything

Thanks...for offering.
But it's kind of too late for
_/ me to move oul now.

There are
a lot of newer
energy patierns
that aren’'t...

(-

Why
the
. sudden
Y = visit?

Mot that

I'm aware of. -

7

There are things
| haveto see through.

You
should go
T LOW.

Somewhere, along the line,
Rae started to eat my corpses

instead of EhrOwinig them awias

DK...
L8 P Bonecre
iy v wanl
fo ik, Lem.

(1
o

But what we didn't know was that
E—lr-E-rﬂEﬁ-l:ﬂ..."ﬁ Can eAChange energy

8
)

It's rnot terribly efficiere. Only a

litthe qets through every time.

| resenerated one day,

ane "y F{naarm..-ﬂ's. and toerails were |

s

& Canyou
nol speak ==

Which, given his establisted
' L. ol
behavior, wasn't that big a deal

at Firse j-'.-:_n::;a-

4 a i
But [ was dyng a lot, and Rae
w5 cOmfort eating all e time, ang

just . sort of srnaballed

Col, did
Wil MEdr
Bhat?

Just Like 0
ok wou! Wae're
Flanming ol of

tirmmie.

by w0yt rEgrO, A0 Patter what [ oid

\ ok 5ol up
[t was Strange bt | fjr‘ﬂh.:r_-nr it,

.;:|_|r"..:||I {:..:;_rrfv:.dl O\ Ilr'J:u: l'.-n&[.-..-.:l_ll-

it




E.:a_t_.f- £1pves .r re.je.ne-r.::_tz-nlll ;.I}HE-'--E.J"__

[ lost more and more of wmy hands |

and feet

Let's go see Roe, Col,
Come on.

(

Isee Canyou
you hove hang on o me
an elbow alali?

today

\

Lem E.:Gppr;:cll J'.ue'.".:nj hwmself cold t-'-nrll';e.g

and started nursing me all the time.

L.
Iwvmnd &

We're nol
doing "breaks’
anymore,

Then, they were qone.
"u".-::._r.l'c::u.-.s CH:J.E.F‘ OF gANS  were
soon t0 follow.

Bt we lad already

e o0 Far.

Your body keeps
getting smaller, remember?

N\

R b5 Baking
el e ERET .

%,

!‘ | Youdo
j ~ remember Roe,
‘ =  right? We haven
k- seen him for
S a bil

== Oh...l lorgot....

/

Let's go soo what
he's up to, okay?

..1

You're
finally back....




My beloved....after
so long, too....

How ironic that my most favorite child
in the world is so neglectful...

You rée ot the real

4 Cal. I'm holding the real l... h‘-'

Cal in my armas.

I-|—

*‘- ¥
r’

Moreover, aren'l
you a little too big?
Scale is off.

May
Ispeak _
to Rae now,
please?




it's over.
Youhaveto —
give the power
back to Cal
somehow.

EvenifCalhas -

Whal...
what do you
want?

to eat you in return, Andonce he's
it MEEDS to get done. recovered, we NEED
to have peoce.

3 ¥ himand not giving #&*

don'l belleve me.

You've
been reolly sick,
& lknowit'shard =
to understand.

any of the energy
back, Rae... ==

But |...wanted to give f:'
you a chance to fix this | g
because...

~
| know you still
love him very much.




Maybe il's better...

o be my entire life!
| want to do things!

Are
you

kidding
me?
| -

illhmnf“
to disappear, at

this point... 4

=

Can lorce Moy
to kil us...

-

Whatever it is we are...shouldn't exist.

didn't it? This is what
happens if you get

...| am only what he
desiresmetodo.

' Humor me for

'1 a minute, okay?
L

E (= Let's ... chill,
| .

Toke a step boack
from the siluation for
a second with me.

Our own
lives have value.

We have each other.
We have May.

| am only what
he thinks of me...

Regardless of whether
Cal loves us, wants us, will
take care of us, whatever...

=

You and | love him, and we
love each other. We love our
family.

If Cal is alive, we can
always try to work things
out when we're out
of this mess.

But if he's gone, he's gone.




Wait, he can't
give consent-

l'lr h

'l"

What a refreshingly
concise response.

_  What
do YOU
want to do,
realCal?




~o

! — STOP THRASHING,
YOU PIECE OF SHIT!
T s

L _...Lt

| see. You've
/ : : been visiting Faidia, _ Yes, Rae, you
Wh...what? . 4 YA unsupervised, | . 'R caught me.
v > . - have you? - ; Good job.

You know what

real objects,.. o ® crazierthan

How two-faced. B visiting Faidia?

| didn't want ! p HT i gt )
itto come to - L r 1 i ,/’ f

ot this. : Guess you're Maybe using our own
not so perfect B fucking magic for a change!

after all. : g We have magic, remember?




My magic - ; Everything Cal has told us
worksON | % 209 j was just meant to keep us cooped
Faidia, not \ up here, too scared to leave him.
' Can't you see that?

in here.

We're not allowed to leave.

Your magic | " af
1 That's probably true
Hothing new is allowed.

doesn'teven :

Gk { & ofyou,aswelll ~=—
Right now, you should fear

being locked in here more than...

But we re just stuck
repeating the same

i % haveto stay here. A .
CAL doesn't have . '_ to Faidia, & used . s :
tostayhere. v ~ ™ our magic, maybe . : horrible things over
1, = i  we could make a _'_-_;1‘ 1y ' : and overlike this!
3 ' f /B © placetolivethat = °
Mayis FINE. = doesn't drive us
We can live like her! _ > insane.

If fear’s putting you in danger... -

doesn't that mean it's malfunctioning?

Your fear is meant
o keap you sofe, Fear isn'tthe
but this isn't safe. - only guidepost

y we have.

!

We can be brave.
Try something else,
together.

There's no A= _ 4
- o . g, nmllm
want o ba

choice butto o 2
make a choice. ' = . \ :
T | - happy with

Believing _2 l_w;llyuu& |
that will kill § :;?e ‘;‘:':i“.-- | There mustbea  \|
y . wiay o make this L ¥ b1 M
us oll. "~ yvou fight? " better. —— ' '
. . o The real him.

.




But admitting you're wrong
about anything is way worse than
annihilation, isn'tit? %

sichiest thino
is, | can tell y
know exac

whatyou't . had your
doing. .  fun!

i

Youfucking [ § 28" o .\ S8
think ¥ hawinar| (Mg ' | guess that does . You've become surly,

fun rightie.. ¥ ' ' make me laugh, : .
Cal? u,, \ & moybe | om. provocative, and violent,

Y ou raised your
= haond against your
own family.

. never going

folet me win, * w Cutting irLrnn:rnu:

...is wheth - :
urr:n-tvn-u::I B I didnt Nothing is

what you want. g raise youlo more important
5 o g act this than this family.
J

Howower -
. insane il is. Y 1 e e
The only J : y Bloodis If you kick me out, no one
thing that matters N 10 - - thicker than will take care of you.
to you... v For that.... / : water. . You'll l::r:-rul.‘l I.an to :ut you.
' il ou Il vanisn.

R f : | No one else
you'll i ' - [ will say it, 5o 1 will. Get out,

nnmhnlut&us I{ - _ I did a good job. & never
' I".

1 T ™
Just to have ' this is come

- the last word. goodbye | | | WS back.
Vi | forever - \

—
—

yourself.

| worked hard,

E himg; -
- q & | did my best.




the worst
thing about this is -

_._._..-lll

It Lem had y
st.;-:.,e:-s'# Rae would P

have Hilled Hm,

-
Come eat
dinner.

to ever let that happen

Cal...l think
Lemis right. | don't
waonna eat you

» 3y

| wold wyselr, '
| hiched hm ous

£ W
t0 Sawe hime

it waE

all bollstic,
T Wy




The | e about this d -I-!r j‘-ﬂ-EI o r:lrt'-a_ at the tine |
mahes E-'t solnd 5-': :1 ::-_J' and reither did Kae.
nd lihe i J We were in no condition
grand, like Lem storme :
,:n ﬂ,rl,.J t I| & dre,.l.lﬂ__ﬁtﬂ__t]'nﬂ | B0 OrvEOE [;ﬂ'_".- Srtlua B,

battle with Hae and I.

[ had just mﬁ.%n;ri! : In tr'hti._, there was
to keep me alive, But N\ no MagiC. No 'Pl.ﬂJI\t.
E.Grnpl'ete..lrg ﬁ:ﬂ-fpfﬂﬂ

- With the collapse of wy
moved and neither did |. '_ aperture, Our world was

Furning on fumes,
My tattered skin was ! 3

::mare.nf n a scum of | ' ‘

Sweat r.'iLl"Id:JI tEars. 1 4 _. i

L R




Em\ﬂw&iﬂﬂti_—:h and .E.ﬂmph'.l:m':, dlﬂatrﬂ_g&dl.

We
X)

. . - i == . . L
. 1 k] I3 ]

4 i % R
k] & Ta -
I_i. - w . _;'- = Ny
5

' a Y Ty,
i ol 'i.*il (| Weh =
| .

kY

i 2% Tlen le cut out wy
' shrivelled heart.

V.

We were spat out of a ra.jﬂe,&l hole

\ mﬂrﬂiﬁﬁgﬂaiﬁ with n the shy above Faidid.

A incredible. force — e

There was a

feeling, a sotnd..
like. sOmething :

E.I:rﬂﬂj.,_

=
"
.p;_j-' =
L “-
s

k- .., e
Al this ruchus awocke May, "ih%ﬁ_h
who had to deal with what b . .J g ,

she found on her own. | ~ 8




w

X & -

o Ras oreased o * Moy eventually set us wp with the house, and
“w:: !::u:ﬂ: . fye ‘e lived. there, and then we met Ferm.
W rampage the sarface AR S o D T AR
" of Faidia, casting swatles —— e Y : .4 . vl
of chads wmagc-lefe
and. e

-

_ May Found e g
A 'm't.i.!. ’r'an.nJJ weak:
but seill hangng on

She received advice s g Phesically, ['m feeling a lot better these days.
from our mother, combining I have the ability to think about what happened

o i#s . our bodies together to heep o and what | did clearly For the first time.
[ | < ,-"'rﬁi s both' busy For awhle. TR <

'..,-'- P

Arter all that effort Lam.
went though, we ended

wp E-r.a'n:_ One Creatire anywoy

Lem disappeared until . L h, ot &'q'._n’ J_f‘a"n't \\‘C-"“\_, it
mich later, None of us .

really understood what

bad lappened, and Lem cared about.
didn't explain..

actively destroyed everything we



i ,'!"i'- ;

T a
M

After tormenting them For SO l'-:r'--_:h

I | i 1 i j f i
Ma’=| L.l..ljlﬂj i R F"-""-"ﬁ_; eINlerated and I,‘:r‘rL.l.'rr".P'nl-.;:.._ it I ,#I:” _‘Pﬁng[ t.l;ui FELE [ T——
'] _ e i I -] -
vihernever | made a ny OF them feel shame : iyl . we're
I aof My exstence W@,L;ﬂ: y 7 mumorial

faar @ PeasGn

[ 4 ;|' e iy '_L:_r I'I I.-||. 4 -
glilt For things they didn't do. right?

vl e . '
wp Foe . wibact Ive. nr-::ne..

| -

] | . | -
Deing ‘nasty had just become a habit when [ could gEt dwiay o

_
—

R . v .
with it. | was so starved for any pleasure, it was Fine with me. . Kaoe insisted on being held accourtable For : m':t:; "
- - - - - 3 : : b 1
o T = — fis role in this disaster, a..lllih"l:rﬁrdlt‘_ me . the veggies

& i

Keliable, 4 ( E’m-?._. Lewm, and Fer. No ‘one s w0 blams but wma.

5,
sensitive, A .. | 'E\!"k [ know they'll put wp with it

but [ Parm.ll.llg Feel he is blameless, again.

Youknow...

| a |
o EvtEo .

no matter what | do to them. E{f{‘ L

Tie only way to apologze For
something like this is t0 devote wolr
ENbre  EXiStenteE O ELE..E linl'l.:ilﬂﬂ..uﬂl“-

[ wade wmyself
into a poison and now
[ seek an antidote.

The souls [ Find in the
la.goon who cause rot..

You can jusl
be avegetarian,
Rae.

So that's what
['w plarning on doing
[t's up to me to alongside vy
T Pind o way to Fix this ragiler vt froe
g - A and .‘xe.e':.P it fixed. y e

e B wiFSE Orel 0 il

Yiou know
whol we say
in this house

Lewm and | have agreed ST, £ : | [ krow ['m

that, like me, the souls -y —al SOOI ot W
E:::t:.i will be rehabilitated. iy s
anywhere
working

solo, & you | Maybe seein
, . g each other
need a lof " will help them the same

of staff. way it helped you.

but wow | hnow to

let my Family JLE-;F

me Ot




I don'e knvow it Fern is ever ._-_&n: to come bach
[ don't know if le'll evér even réad this

Rae, are you

| absolutely sure? - Wien Rae had Found out :
; ' I'd’ wurdered Fern.

He tried to tell May and Lem that

he wust have done i, not me.

Col was never
physically violent
like that...but |
have history.

[ think | have condemned wysell to love someone .

Wihen [ saw him Hﬂ‘.mj [ have J:-.u:r-::-_.,nJ iy r-t..l'ﬂ_u'mﬁip with before Tt

himself for that, something

Even Started.

unexpected happened to me.

‘.T i - - - ‘ - 5 |- 'i‘..: — = ="
b I wanted o pursue Fern just like Cal did, so maybe .. %‘1 » | v gt hanee
- = e TN ) - rf blacked it Gl

=) ;
— i
i
_1.: |

b, ) j [t couldn't have been aimy Other way,
‘ " with bow | am Ths is the bed | have- made.

I rormally would fave ler ity

'
i but o 73

}im ta_".e. the Fall. Al I 2 Vi

But vow [ couldn't seand it

‘ | . L
1

i

Mo. No more.
Itwas me.

[ felt possessive of wmy
crime, I wn.ﬂtc-a‘ it to be wmine. But if he never comes back at a.J'r'-_.

Maybe out of wmasochism, but. : ' Ir ks life doesn't set better after
what | did to him.

B Raconly ‘
; spoke to Fern. ; o : f
He's innocent. 4 ;

It was all me. my defeat began




.l' ik als Oh shit . 2 Because of what Lem did to save Fa.i-:lll'a., After you were murdered,
. e, [ - 3 AR . : ; f  some mortials decided you
okay to - still v ) : \ Lem!.nld you _ : '\:'-' e lies prone inside the body of the lagoon, | were a god & started
Lo ot . N quysldch?:ﬂe worshipping you!
, ; to, right:

constantly !:e.r'ﬁj burned awas 4

'.Eg ? Er...
‘“

Handen1
= |\-

There's no need
1o make such a fuss
Over me...

Fern, you
don't gel it.

ony strongers
harassad you yel !

9
ak

He m‘u"g continues to live because of the biomass of Faidia

There |3 so muth o
GO Ol .

constantly Fapl'zrish'nﬂ him throwaep the propagation of

n.ﬂlgn.e. and other MiCrOSCOopIC, p"e.ntl'l"u; life...

Relax, Fern,
we knew! We're

just so happy to

Funa...please...

-

People recognize us

It's been — in the street all the time.

= Ah -sorry.

see you! I'm just saying, You have to be on guard!
- you have to be
more careful P
\ now! Oh...now that you mention it,

| howve gotten some weird looks.
But | mostly stick to mysell amaway.

/7

ﬁ Ths is a vy delicate situation Our First jﬂa_lr is 0 restore Lem t0 o

glad you're NG R = M

all right!

—— — = —— —— _§ proper elemental Form, wicking the excess plasma from ks shoulders.
: T~ .

" y
= Ugh...| was worried

- Besldes ]
Thanks! . ’ i % . : !
e Lem, you're Fern! A it would get like this. "I"nu. have to Futu ot ; *‘i
o) the first of our of effort into making disguises >
o ol folk've - g : if you want to go out... -
i Wl i o ! 5
Y ﬂ?t do, am | right? "' - ﬁ;
1, > -
: Are Fola & Viv around?

- iIt"s kinda sad.
We hawve 1his
f goted rl-c-;qhbarhm-:l

J,
’ - - / Iiwerequnnntnlmhqlnl:lnmht 1
' :-.,. \ IHE}r should be here too..
wand lifting him From the lagoon, so that he may take
“ ks place beside us on the shore,
TG our schedules. .1 _. : s - . -;.‘ 5 :
= Y ot LB . i

:

"l let
my assistant
know to clear

i meleey! -%"




| ‘ g \l

Folo, W Yourm Check this L'

* Allthe secondaries

Yes! i together again! ll] rmoiad Ymi 7N out,Fern. iy A
call them 3 you'rein e | You g 'S
‘ hi l“5t 1 e PhECE, Ih:ll'"J it » hr_‘_r My report
g think! ‘ ; . buddy. S - el ly o] card.Allthe
r'- away. d How tong! . bestletters. g
: ~ 'll / exciting. amumting _F':‘ 'fﬁl

Funa, that'll | mean, we can —
ruin the party! have one or the ather, A
- but not both. fﬁrﬂhﬂ:: e g
While I'm ade S
dﬂ::‘lﬂ ’ih;ta | want it done
though, before we
gettoo Normalky I'd
Ell, could blotto to figure out  # Great e e
you SL‘III.ID the computér ., Yo ot
Fern with
the court

I'm glod

F
record: you liked It

Youdon't

have to read it Hmm, well. ltwill That's an excellent idea!
you're not ready of you...s0 how about though. 3 for grabbing
to talk about | wait until after dinner those.,
all that stuff toread it? e

yet.

You can read the court
record in the guest room.

‘ | .
@“\‘% Pemlecirsgoety 3 A = (

['m confident we'll Frjure. out a solution together.
h s

— Eot as much as you

wanl, Viv alwoys makos
M M=




Oh nesermind,
there he is.

When Lem
dropped the
bomb Fern was
back, | liouched

L.
Oh...l'm finished upa bi

I'l clean upand

" How does one

% ovenreact?

¥ = =a

Whal do vou say 1o

someone who did those ———

things? Wenl through
those things?

* There's norush, &
swioelke, Toke all the
lirme you mead.

Honestly,
I'mataloss —
forwords. S

A shotand a beer,
please.

Keep in mind, Fern,

You

bit | hrvorw some of the hardest Looking them in
\ ff'. got i, exoctly work is already done. the eye is going to be
Fern. Loeok, all the how he weird for...uh, awhile,
= e
o rind, now "“ l i,
= —
e ——— (- = 11]
= Cal’s finally moving back ot

: f butCal's been really well behaved and is

{ to his own house, right? o
e \ J{ as gentle as a lamb when we see him. ; ' " e :PEEE: -
Whu-wn-ﬂf? K + > # i - ‘ i . f = ! = it fala . I
For a second ) : \ &7 . N7 e/ That's 'r:r‘E ey ™ J/ _—
- - | ' " . M : ; a matter of well, sort of. :

npiﬁiﬂﬂl Granny Corwin StEl
o occupies the main

house.
* OK! In my opinion,
he has demonstrably
improved.

»

Is that
really me?

Ohhh yes,
that was going
o be a hold-up,
wasn't it?

by
) Ny

recognize myself?

A > \k



Hey, There's kind

There's o newer

~ struchure, o guest May has put up wait. AN YR R/ ing of a soft rule ;
. J | can’t back Fola lives Speaking of Fola...
I e with Rae & Cal _ o rrymomel Cael now that none of by himself, I'mma check on him.
=g long enough. . FAT] us lives on our but he writes
gg._ - 3 rz‘. lonesome. everyone
— Rancvalions She hasn't been 1 | J f alot, s0. I'll come

— L

with va -

i able to hold an orgy

- or whatever she does Infact, | think in':::u- He's had 1 whole \
in her own house ﬁﬂiﬂ:;m:: beer_._he's probably

in centuries. passed oul someplace. -

Al ey bl Tinme.

A= ~
A \
N

# Well ot least
l ha's out.

We're selling o whaen she
bee Er - Well - F i
FE“:. ::_._5 o you up in an apartment Okay... sachirmiiaite e iy | wasrambiing
a really long lime. ey ; just naw aboul
A lol of things have here in Tower for now. 50

whoam |

| wanted «changed. ' .
rooming 5":!“"
"ﬂ Fern, of E with??? anvining
course you're S bach

not going back
there right

v Wecouldgo
look at it lonight
if you wanted!

4

| mean, you haowve already

]
The secret primary | haven't _ mellinaway.
met who is also a criminal like h
Imissed _ ol Cal is & was in Cal's body the wh- il el
" I'm i : ':-_ 3 of it ot the time.
that. } novoy TR S
o forallof Yes!

But don't worry,
we've arramnged for
another meeting before

the actual mowe

BN

We've hod our He's real and

you're going to
meet him!

we're nol ihail
reckless, for

Come now,
Fern, we're
all actually
in envy of
you righil
now! troubled,

| don't know

if | can deal with
living by myself...
right now.

You just
= learned the truth,
= 50 you're spoocked,

but it"ll be okay,
| promise.

RO s

I'll take your
word for it, EIl...

That's

wonderful. y II:
Oh, don't I just...this isn't
wWorry, you what | was looking forward
won't be! ta, if you know what | mean.




'f: ..:..; . Ny v B o P i e '.--|III
- " - [a L) | L

G

ground it into me |8 | know | should be happy for

| know vou lived that | didn’t need 4 “Dol H:nlnh \ his friendship, but that also
a full mortal life. to see him =B 11smooth over ¥/ ., seems unbearable...
Did you have a lot it UL she fight we had ke I want him to fuck me.
of relationships? A - ifwe...? 'l’ ‘| want him to spee == = h—

thot's 20 W y [FeefEEeern...
j This is going to be
awvery long, arduous
process any way

you look at it. -

Of course... -~
I raised a family,

or two, sort of.

Am ljustusinghimto
feel better from what he did to me?
i _How could that possibly work?

Then...you probably have the most
wisdom out of all of us with regards

I'm saying this

to something like this. specifically about
Shoot the handsome &
dangerous men
I've had in my
L : life...
QR = I
! _ . " lustlike you to ask al 50_""'-:-““55- PATIRAE.
Do vou think Y " sodirectly. You're a peach, — thethingsthatare ool
y Fern. Well...What do youwant? = the hardest to get ..
Calandl.... bBut, just for you,
can be the most I'il count him.
| guess it was obvious 4 rewarding in Thenk vou

I'd immediately go crawling the end.

back to him...even though
I'm still angry at him.

Two
iEimms oon
= beh'lﬂ'_. 1
everything Feem You're scared

r. it's another scam,
.a-’ _ scared ofthe pain
that might come...

As objectively as you
can, do you think you should
have a relationship with him?

we've been

) Your relationship is this
' horrific mess, but you're
still trying to detangle it,

: But | assure you,
IH?'I ﬂhl;ﬂlu:ﬁll‘f nnf‘f ' al this itﬂ-liﬁ'! Thathasto | agree dl:lﬂﬂ:c;:ﬂl
LN S say something in itself. .
never talk to him again. is wortha try, on
a couple of levels.

Sure, sure.

We elementals are kinda stuck
with each other, though, wouldn't

L
Tobe o

you say? Avoiding him is... Expectations honest,
o should stay "
7 basic, of course... 5 |expect
1
,‘ e Your heart has brought you -,l kaaiics ‘youtwo
' 1! . ) " toaplace you don't want to be, - st will breakup ¥
= ~ (el "'/ &maybe you're bound to leave, tobe parfect to & getback
_ 3 N A . together
ﬂ - " i - but for now, all you candois justify an attempt.
[ '} i -—"1., 'k ’ L put one foot in front of the other. ? CRTRR | : many [\ 8
'/ — : h..-,.r : ' : * - ’:} * times. 4 A J



h i ' L
- - e
Lots of people 1 - . ' Mav? i == o
Ore SN AICOUrtos YOL Oh, are we tum.n_? ' Calisdangerous. hri::f;l 2 B | FmSnal A Th-thanks,
because it seems dnumed' ﬂhnl.l‘l thls ﬁnﬂ"v; ] Dnn.t E'Et ?nur Y: -l sssd M TIAE:
but | say it's YOUR decision. : 7 Just drunk...
Fola's . guard down. | : D > ol -
in bed. W i i ¥ § il 'H_.ﬁ her;f:s
horny I That's what 0 1 ,H!m,,mj Fern.
forsoeci o [havetosay N ;' B % veedte
bayfriends - about it. P, - " .
again? o+ : —*'5_ — B ] ' ,.|I' K
Viv praising him like that TN . Y

b ] Yeah, so, a thing aboul

sickens me. Cal was always “dEE T Hi =
; : : - y a Fern. It's May. the egregore, the memory
,ﬂ',,';,';“ai,“, well behaved at work. It's his family 3 ) IE:-W"' it ooin qgv nannosmsrit s,
morehorny & lovers you have to worry about! 3 s .

than usual

- -
& Sorry about the
S dishwashing
1o Aokues, ,./

= _ e - S5 et
» - : - r-"' e : _'h-" o - - . E:-:m ar
Don't have the | %‘g =) - Don'tdeify him g N 2 \:‘\* | |
wrong attitude about ) o ﬂ‘sm:ﬂu D'E':%le - ¥'all sound év i
& 1 = F ’ ‘, ] 5 =wean, wo rne pa nig.
this situation! S PR “tnerestofus got ke you'rehaving ¥ g runa's saying something (thas olarms that g0 offif itnotices an

about the egregore...? elementol is In intense distress...

G5 itrightin the first s
' place without

N
= a big-

Might as well
hang a “FRESH MEAT"
sign around your neck!

=~
\ Fern, there'sno W
| B mead o be so formal. N

There was a big spike in
distress from you a little while ago.
Do you know what that could
hove been...?

U h - . 0-oh...I'm s-sorry, | think [
24 it's because | read...| read

the court record. 1 "<
o

" Is there anything we
Cal doesn't deserve can do for you?
your gratitude just for
treating you with basic
g decency. He owed you,

that from get-go!

Raoe & Cal are
here with me, & Lem
is aowake & can come

- Hmm, yveah, that'll do it...!
| have May hereon = =
the phone. May...I'm sorry... iy
. A I'm really drunk....
it's so late, I'm ...

1

He'stryingbut  ©
yvou're also really
vulnerable.

i
” . a. F
Ay
F —

| agree
wiiilh you,
Funa, but
o el

il
Ul shiosps
yelling when
you star



Would youlike
to hear his voice?

put him on
if you want
me to.

Y...yeah,.
Please put

Hi, Fern...
It's Cal.

Rae is here

too. He can hear.

Isthat OK?

They wore
T oo iy

il O e B s

I vl @l
calling me

o send a pichure?
Ml Ihulwuulﬂ

A huge brood of nillits
were born here recently.
There are like fifty balby
ones rolling arownd
everywhere...

I'm sending you the
photo Roe took of me
wilh the nillits.

Seorry... L.
veoh. Ploase

% think? They're

cute, right?

[y i ]
modd, Cal .

H & M I:I‘H:ll | .
it's late,

If you wanted me to,
| could come over.

like wou'ra i



I'm way too tired.
It's finally hitting me.

Rae will
be around at noon
o pick you up, .
then. o | think that was a little

bit too much for him.
He conked out,

—=

—
¥

b ¥ ™
A

® — It's okay, he was
# ' . already on the bed.
Ahhh, Ell speaking. | tucked him in.
. Fern's fast asleep.
I'm...
| : really hurt...
m still not & ;
permitied io 8\ Right..I'u

leleport, so - ' bewaiting for

he helps me e And what you've

done is...80. .. awiul

Thank you for...
being so calm, & talking
o me. S5orry I'm nol...

speaking properly... p 7 » ; Good night. &

Thank you for

calling.
Thezre's neothing
i apalagez Tor il i 5 & o |
Fom ’ - Then...we'll

. | think you
|
say good night! dlicl sl




My heart

H “1 et _‘f -
is beating | F‘E‘El F | know | can't If this goes horribly-
like crazy. dizzy. predict or control no matter what-= -
% % this, | know, so..

He wants
lo see us...

No.

promise you'll
blame it on me.

S5it down with

h Cal, come
me & talk.

on.
Well,
specifically...

That's not what .
we're doing, and - - - . ¥ = ‘ ]
it never will be. ; | - } Bs

Ferndoesn't
know me.

that, even ifit's We're not going

to be that desperate. o T I's

technically.... you "r;ue? wurseelf scary. Should
80 mucdh... focus on the
I'm nod thinking fact Fern will
l...1 think you We face our mistakes ‘:::ia "5.'?‘.?.'.!';1’ giveusa f:I:ir
ity ogether Wedontneed I “eraion- “reking.

Al ieas e . s I'm exhausted. to run away if we love - ;

| o 7 it hurt that much Past midnigh & support each other. Evan honioh -
That's just my opinion, more... Will it?

| kmizesy.....

Mm hm.
vou don't have lo...

, I'm sure...even if...Fern
b ultimately rejects us,

Huh? He knows.

we'll handle . Heread the thing.

& it just fine. What are

we going to tell &S
him...

I'm sure he'll

do it kindly.

Assuming i°s due lo
old stulf, of course....

If it's something new.,

then all bets are off
Who knows
wihal wa'll

is violence I'm sor
against e

- Ilitry...to
. Enough be quiet,
already.
..
I've thought over this
stuff endlessly, but in the
end...anything could...

Er...genuinely
confused, though.

Fern learned about
our past tonight, s0...
That's on my mind.

g

What's objectionable
about the way we are now?




| think if we explain, &
first, Fern will not find

it...so disgusting he

severs ties, at least.

You know "
that's not
what | ﬁ

Don't make me sayit!

My...clinginess. You
indulging me,

prioritizing me.

What if he's
disqusted?

If Fern st sick

This is Fernwe're He's not of your shil, well,

Fern's life will be

MK QLNAN, gaing to be a lot easier if the rm sure he'll
i overthinking this. thefamily.
fﬁ . He sunk all
9 that mothering
Lem said He'll probably ; into you, Cal,

he scemed
pretty much
the same, even

his accent.

find it very sweel
that you're both
trying so hard.

¥ou dumib sack
of sad crap.

& d—

Teh...
Thot wasa

‘Wow, | Torgol absoul i
Fern's cookimg...

ANYWAY,
pabiieed my point is,
IR just remember

you should show
Fern your soft
side, no matter
what.

Simply
= terrible.
Back o
baby jail.

Whatif |
don't have a

1»' soft side for
&

\ him!

He said he's
angry, but if he's
talking to me

—

| admit, I'm kind of...
alarmed he wants
o See us S0 So0n.

_  sonicely, saying I have t:_
- h mi SaF AsFmE Nis
o= Wehadaoll TR . anger 1S just
s those backup delayed for
|k, RO
e . r
| was positive he'd
avoid us for as long But delayed it is.
1l do whai | can

as he could.

in the meantime.

Expressions of
anger & lear are
el Shinng.

. ——— We should encourage
- "‘r-.. S -r' him to keep pacing himself
. * I

- AT [H ) like this. If he's not ready,
| .

-,
1" *_. _"__ “l-""'l<! [}
i = | =

—
Lem conneched
him to the egregore,

he's not ready.

: He'll be off for T I
He'll be days while his e Ty '
. experiencing brain absorbs B
§ fatigue, oll that info. p

Don't lose palience
& provoke a fight.
You'll both get hurt,
just because you
couldn't wait.

I'msorelieved
you two are here
to help me.

Ifthe urge to hurry
him along becomes
unbearable, let
us know right
away.

—



| do wish
Lem were
here...

Only seecing him
him about work is...







