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Why won't it
work?! What’s
wrong?!




| told you to stop

playing these games. I can’t believe you're still

I'snota  doing this after | explained

game! how cruelitis.
I really L

wantto
do this!

V

Now you’ve made
yourself upset again.

7

I‘m getting Don’t take
{ ( = better! thattone
{ with me!

Youdidn't clean up
your room today, either!
N

I-I'mjust
\ trying to
defend
mysel- ‘\
Instead you’re
out here, goofing off!




When | see you get
upset, Iget upset.
N
Canyou think
of me and
your brother,
foronce,
instead of
only having
regard for
yourself?

I-I'msorry...

£ 'litry...

You're very selfish. We put up with
itthe best we can, butit’s hard
to keep the family together when
you behave like this.




To keep playing
your game, you’d
need more space You'd have

and resources L to leave.
than we have
here.
,\‘ \ , Leave
| don’tknow ' forever.
why you even
pursue this

thing. Do you want

that? Do you
L wantto
abandon
your

Familyistheonly -
thing that matters.

Doesn’t that
<< sound
wonderful?
Don't you
want that?

You'regoingto 7
stay here, forever,
with Rae and|,
and you’re going
to be happy.




Well. We're
all squared

Yeah, Call You're
, away then! awesomel

I‘m such
agood
parent!




If only Lem could

Smart words,
be as good as you, Rae.

from my favorite
brother. =

X Ourlives would
be completely
harmonious.

Maybe someday
Lem will learn
notto create
SO many

Sorry to wake you
up so late at night, Viv, >
but we have a problem.




\ several

\ months
prior to

\ﬁ While I’'m always glad
re to see you all, can’t
s wait until morning?

| have a few lady friends
over, and I'd rather not
wake themup -

(W 7 I\,
A A5 ~”

[ B
What the hellis \
a lady friend?




Uh. Sorry,
E

Make yourselves
comfortable. I'll

We leftin a bit

ofahurry...
Vv

We kinda forgot
about that
WhOIe time

justthrowon = B A&

some clothing.

That's right.
< DOnlt tqke
too long,
either.

< I hate w0|t|ng!

Never you mind.
What's wrong
with me? Please,
comein.

AndI'thavea
word with my
N guests. I’'m
sure you won't
want them
to interrupt
once we start.

:

of course.




Two lady Now for the issue
I‘'msorry i
’ friends huh athand. | see we

ladies. I'll v N
make it up have a new face.

I‘'msorry

Is this our new
airelemental?
| heard rumors.

more where
that came |thoughthe >

from \ \ was six years old?

A,Wawwmmmmww
" Wealso maybe
magically dumped
an encyclopedia
< ofinformation
into his mind.

" About that. It was
someone’s bright
idea to magically

N

N\

- fucking sad.
h\

@ And since that disi:irtlt)l;g ‘]/ i\ Get on with it
"N “’°“ldrl'.'th isn'tit...2 ‘ already, May!
accomplis | .

muchonits Tell him what

L own... he needs todo!
g ’ —




Fola here has all

Ctlm dﬁwn, of this material
eb?l:el;e < dumped in his

mind, but since
he didn’t actually
learn all of this stuff,

itisin complete
disarray. He can't
access itbecause

his brain hasn't
developed paths
to the information.

started.

can guess,
Viv...

1 4
a synopsis So \.NhClt youre AY
°f"|‘1'h°::e askingmetodo
Tm%ﬁ',v 2 is...tutor him?

What he needs
issomeone to
presentand

guide him =

5

through the >
information @ ‘

asking. , @Q;“.’ ((j
NN

We're ordering //l ((( “{(

you to do this. ( |~

o

He needsto A ‘(
be able to work
within a month.

2

so that his brain gets
organized, like

everyone else’s.
Well, maybe not
everyone.




I‘'m not qualified for this. >

I‘'m not a teacher, and
he’s goingtorequire=
special care, at that!

< Bah, nonsense.

Weneedto
keep this
onthe
down low.
/,,,
":. Soit'supto
you. It'll be

Damnit,

|l can't

believe ~
I geta child
formyfirst | ¥
secondary.

Meanwhile Cal gets
a secondary with
realpower, a
power | could use.

7/

Oh, please.

N

Moranerial is even more
damaged than Fola AND
he's strong. Do you really
want to deal with that?

Mm, | guess

L vyouhavea

point there.
Still...




Well....yeah.
N

Since he’s

a little kid
You’re he needs

= - nice. someone

— '\ )
 Amlreally -
~ the ONLY
qualified
person
you could
think of?!

We don't know
anything about —
being nice.

Sure, at least
some of it.
He's a child,
not a rock.

He's...six? "l \
Does he even T Also, he'll be living with
understand you until he's capable
what we'’re of being on his own.

/],
Welp we
gotta roll! \
Later, Viv! Il check back

S hereinafew
weeks, good luck!

That will
- completely
destroy my
social life!




Ohman. | can’tdeal

with thisrightnow. >
| think the most
important thing

rightnowisto \\

getsomesleep. ]“

e \ Allright.

Comeon, I'll show
you where you
cansleep. N

v /,l"..l\\




Wi

Here's the guest bedroom.
Though, now it’s your
bedroom, since you're

staying for aspell. \

] (e >
] Ly

Oh. Ah.Haha, 7
| forgot about
that painting

on the wall.

—
ey

Al

N~
Sleep

i I
/ ‘ tight!
I‘Ucover it : |
upinthe
morning. g




<
The following morning. ..

It’s not morning.
The timeis already
2:12pm. —




| know you're
notbeinga
wise guy. So
you're being
literal

Whichisworse __

l....don"t think
lcandothat =~
right now

— Ohwellmaybe youcan
answer my other questions

| read the books and
_—lwrote down things
| didn’t understand

Oh...really =




Ok butdon’t
take too long
\Y

Areyousure

you’re a secondary?
AV}

We're already
behind schedule

Yes | am sure why?
kesa sue Yy

N
Letmeclean

up a bitand eat
breakfast first

70
/)

SOON

Well...the world isn't
always very detailed.
Youdon'thave to take
this all thatseriously.

A

I‘'m not sure l understand
everything, but I'll review
all of my notes tonight
and draft more questions.

responses
aren’tvery
detailed

do.




e
»

e

This is notime to relax. | am already
far behind schedule. | need to catch
uponeveryoneelse.lknowlcan =~
doit, so don’tdoubt me.

| must prove my
competence as
soon as possible.

@A\
| understand 7Sl
\, your point >

No one doubts YOUR

!
competence. We doubt \

the primaries because
they’re kinda crazy.
We don’thave to obey
their every word.
We should take v
our time with this.

A
m | rejectit

L A NS

AR

ENTIRELY
: =

Thanks for
< listening
then | guess




- —
" Whatyou're

speaking of is
. TREASON. >
‘; S TR
" lamnot 7
TREASONOUS.
N

Do you seriously | mean absolutely
believe that? everything | say.

Well, take it from someone
who knows what it’s like
<~ atthe top: that attitude
won't help you.




Believe it or not
Ridiculous.

=3
Z7,\

74, AN T

At the top?
What's that
supposed to

I‘m royal blood
fromasmall )
kingdom on the believe
west coast.

Regardless of whether you believe me or not,
the idea of being rewarded for working hard
is anidea perpetuated by privileged people

who want unprivileged people to be =
obedient and bleed out so that the
privileged people can profit off of > é

their wasted lives.

IY'M NOT LISTENING Yeah. I'mtoo

TOTHIS, YOU ARE lazy to get the
<  CLEARLY /. prizes that
UNDERMINING a &) < don’texist.

That'’s it.

ANOBLE AND WELL-ESTABLISHED
SYSTEM BECAUSE YOU ARETOO
LAZY TO EARN THE PRIZES

————

———




Youare 7
automatically
wrong for
having that
stupid
expression
onyour

You're
automatically
wrong for being
so pissed off.

Thatdoesn't
make any

sense. You
can’tsay

We're jumping into the deep end,
< here. Let’s back off of the topic
and build up our arguments
properly overtime.

| need to reassess
all the information you
gave me now that

importance you
place onyour
own subjective
feelings.

Harsh.7




| wonderwhat 7
several weeks later he’s so desperate

God damn it not
another message

& |\
1 57 Doesn’t he

( " knowl V ‘
: havea ’ B \‘ | guess | have
- - no real excuse.

job?? _
| amworking on
a personal
project.

d -

\




Sure I'll babysit

your little boyfriend Ugh oh god he’s
for a couple hours

not my boyfriend
4 hehasthe mind
of a child you know

And it’s not babysitting
— either, this is a legitimate
learning experience
< for him

He looks like a grown-ass adult to me.

You’'re just going to cause more harm
< acting like he’s a little kid forever.

Throw himin atthe deep end, is what
I say. Sink or swim.

Pfft
whatever

Puh-leeze

/ Obviously
roughtime « Iy he needs

througha

less of your
A Yy

This situation requires a subtle touch, Pabylnf; )
Funa. You can't just blunder in and . I'u Se_t him
startyelling to get results. He's N/ straight.

more delicate than that.
S~ 7

-
ll:A




e ”

Well, thisis ~ |\
simple enough!

|

Fola needs his
own wardrobe 7 -
(so he doesn’t
have to keep
borrowing Viv's)

What would you
like to start with, Fola?

)

\N
N
'ﬂ A haircut
—— — (for obvious
@gg%‘%\\‘ reasons)
< sl
And whatever
¥ else we ladies
thought he might
need to look
presentable!
(@ St
<< What fun!

Speak up, we're
not mind readers
~ youknow

Funayou're
such a kidder
haahahaha
haha




Hmm. First things first, " >
whatareyour ~ i
credentials?

L.”?m% IR
— ‘ Viv didn’t give me

§> much of an explanation
| when | asked earlier.

’ .ii“ ilf’

Now you’re talking my
language. I'min charge
of virtually all Tower l...like to shop?
industry, but my “baby” is
our textile mill, which | N
personally founded. | know
everything about fabric.
Whatever you want -

And | know
a good barber...

create.




Um. I think so

T though. | don't

\_/

you have ,‘

) /P anyone else \//
togoto.

. It better be. é \
It’s not like \
b Q\

tj‘ ? =

AN

I suppose ¥ < I¥'s not like J /
< that'sgood } | you have
enough for ‘ friends.

now
1
Well, hopefully we
, can work on changing
j that, Funa

clarify one thing
before we start,

Are you kidding?' <=

have any money. Didn’t you get
: a little ID card
thing from Viv?

That pass counts
as currency dawg

We elementals —
get to buy as many
goods and services
as we want, witha
\ few exceptions.

l/‘
//‘%
M

9

, @ ?‘/ <) || We own the

economy,
afterall >

w



ZBAL You look

J Q likea
"? =~ ( dourcl:he in
I never even imagined g & that
this much money existed wedge
much lessimagined | cut
actually possessed it
~ Areyou
really going

to style that
every day?

god
canwe
please

get going

<
)

8, \

SN

N
N
\\

x‘\i

I¥'s very_,
flattering,
Fola

5 % G
It was harder “Q

tomatch clothes AR

tothatblue -
skin of his

\. than I thought 2

L
I'musedtoit,

< withthis —

—_—

purplemop

v Ithink I’'m g
done shopping.

ofmine __

One turtleneck
A < { for eachday
: Are you sure? * of the week

There could be is sufficient.
a single turtleneck

left somewhere.
V7



L

' Itwas arhetorical ¢ @
question. ,A

7L K
- Mission
accomplished
then, yes?

Funa, do you
think he’ll really
be okay on his

own out here??

Finally,

Thank you

Yes, mission /
accomplished).(
for assisting me.

Even though you
< jgnored most of

my advice...
o

| believe I will
continueonmy
own Now.

Goodbye.
T

Oh shush, Ell.
He'll be fine. |AM
curious to know °<
whathe’s so
transparently
plottingto do
once we'’re

they'’re X< Pshaw. This
Y N\

gone. / \ “friendship”
4\ . thingisa
{ " breeze. |

U

>
Now, to real business.

Meddlesome ' practically
harpies. had to beat
them off of

QY A




W

(/)
Hello,Folanerial!
How are you today?&
)
e 2

a’/ng

/ /'ng

How do you
know my name

You’re a public figure, sir!
Everyone knows who you are!
/_ Youwere in all the papers.

Is there something
| can help you with




7

You mean
arubber

ducky, like
this one?

No...this
<. willdo
for now

NL{
3

7z,

_*

L
003

¥ Ok!I'lbe
stocking
shelves over
here if you
change your
mind!

i
How |l have

longed for
this moment




2 month.e Later..

That's funny,
because I'm
pretty sure it
was your job
to answer
that question,
on this
deadline.

Do | think he’s

ready to work?

I‘m not sure ~—
| can answer Well, the more time

that question. he hasto gettrained,
the more ready he

will be. So more time
would be ideal.

V/ // 177 1T ¥ ’>

He thinks he’s ready
’ '

< for anything.

17 s
o N % Thatwﬂlhavetobe
ol

o A\

\,
Ill ask a different
question. Does HE
feelreadyto work"

good enough, then.



Good thing for you |
outrank you and my
expectations are
none of your business
then, huh? Go get him.

He’s learned everything
I've taught him, but that
won’t change the fact he’s
a kid. | hope your

expectations arein ...Yes, sir. >

proportion to this.

There's work to be
| done and they have
} no interestin doing it?
\
Z 0 How does that even
@ make any sense
S

\‘hyl\\

> ,
Theshitl N\~

put up with




Finally, you're —
here, highness!

"
| thought 7

you were coming | was
coerced,

last month! yes

| hope you do not think
OV::JLLCOOnu i ‘ it expeditious, butl am
lam ere 7 (\ " also prepared to participate
in any epic magic battles you

thanready An ' have scheduled
to work now

VL

i

First off, some
ground rules.




No daddy issues. No
one cares you killed
your dad.l don* give
a fuck about your fat
tears or your need
for a parent,so don*
dragitinto your work.

I'm not going to be your
dad.Viv’s not going to be
your dad. Nobody's going

to be your dad,because
your dad’s dead.

He’s dead because
you killed him. =~
The end.

You see, I'm a monster,
and it takes one to knowone. —
I'm not like the
rest of these rubes.

I'm not jerking off to your
precious lost innocence.
Children are disqusting

little beasts and you're no

exception.




e
.y

Now wait Oh Viv,you're presuming
| just a minute! | have no reason to bring
Why are you this topicup.Butldo! |
- saying such .
hurtful things
allofa
sudden?

)\ This is a strong outburst
considering you've had
no provocation!

This little turd has been
using his spare time to explore
the possibility of eradicating
the information of his father’s
death from the press. \

Let me give yousome
advice, Fola: if you're
going to sneak around
behind myback, —
do a much better job.




How do you even
know about this? |
haventheard any-
thing about Fola
murdering his father!
Wouldnt that be
public knowledge if
itwere true?

~ Justlike the disaster
with Moranerial!

Because | am the unfortunate
target of all my mother’s
rapidly depleting attentions,
| hear information the rest
of the world isnt privy to.

Atanyrate, I'msureit
will be public
knowledge in notime,
just like your little
incident,"” Vivanerial.




Also of note: there’s
been a lot of fawning
and preening about
how smart and capable
you are for a little
disadvantaged kid

Sir,l understand
whatyoure —
saying perfectly!

That might be fine
enough whenit
comes to satisfying

\l youego

_ If being 'special'is
But Il be impressed allit takes to satisfy

only once you have you,then you are

demonstrated DEFINITELYnot

your usefulness. . going to impress me. '
A 4 :

~— Please justgive me an
opportunity to prove myself!
| beg of you!

Ugh gross dont beg
that's disgusting >




Of course,
if youtry too
hard,l wont

be impressed

either.. '\ —
2\ =

What I'm sayingis,dontbe shit.

PR

Here are the notes for
your very first project.
| have grand hopes for

this and I'm looking
forward to executing it.

Please have a proposal
finished in a month.l will
trytor

A

| mean,hey,there’s aslim —
chance you wontutterly ™ }
disappoint me,right?
Now, | must be off.

Youfit
thatinside
your shirt?

It's Tower’s
urban
develop-
ment plan.

Study my
notes carefully
& selecta
committee
to help you.

Mmm,sorry for the
< lowblow,Viv

— .. N
But I'm not the last guy
who’s going to say that.
Get over it,already,eh?
Solon




< Thatinsufferable :

Howdare
you speak

ofhim ~
that way!

Thisisntmy
problem.

< Sorry | said that.
T
What AN
i aevil; ’ %
/ \ 3

A8 7N\

Z Youhad
— V better
getstarted |\ Y
/\ then,huh?

‘ Th|nk you're going
toneed my help
atall? causel A
have plentyofmy |[¢~
own work to

catch up with.
\

No, | want this to be my
own and my own only.




, You're looking
......... P\ TE for Tower’s

SRR, 1 X" best and brightest
i XX and you expect
me to hand over
information
- collected by MY
oo, schools.,

N "

What’s in it for me,Fola?

ell! Seeingas howyou'rea H
woman,and women seek H HH

harmonybothathomeand |
~ the workplace,l figured you'd
be honored to have an opportunity

aside.
I¥sreal
talktime.




man how do | dumb this down =

Fola,if you want to start
getting things from other
people,you will have to
take the time and effort
to actually understand

other people.

| dont want to waste mytime
with smaller minds.Why
< should | bother thinking of
people who arent exactly
like me?

You wantto manipulate— . —

these 'smaller minds," Ohno, | WOL.'ld
dontyou? = o NEVER manip-

N

N
h please.
Cut the shit. ¢




Psh.I'm being ridiculous. =

Not that I'm asking you to —
ADMIT to that.Of course not!

But I'm just saying, if there
was some kind of hypothetical
scenario,where you DID
want to manipulate people
to your own ends..

| might
have some
ideaof —
how to
doit

and this hypothetical you
might actually have some
use for what | have to say




YES! That's what

| want to do! \ |

Use peoplel

it whata hypothetical
me might desire,yes. .

Yy
You mightfind it easierto make
bargains with other people

by making some effortto —

divine things they actually

For example,l have no
interestin 'maintaining harmony
in the workplace.You're asking
me to do something for nothing.

No free lunch,Fola. /



~ Oh.

If it's approved, |
want my nameon

your project. -\

Then what
do you want?

Il have none of it.

Either you tell the
— truth about my
contribution,or
you get nothing!

| pinned you
forthe type
whoenlists (£

and then
takesallthe 7




unreasonable,butin this organization
we need peoplereadytoworkhard
and uncompromisingly.People who
achieve,innovate,and persevere

in real,measurable terms.

People who arent satisfied

with the mere appearance

of success.

Maybe you think this is a

You have some idealistic,brown-tinted view
of the world where kindness is some
foolish compulsion and those who indulge
in it are chumps you may take for aride.

K\ g But Fola, 'm™~7
not a sap either.

Believe me whenl
say you're not alone.




4 P v
Well,what’s
it gonna be?

A
You dont

need to decide
now,butI'm
runningan
organization
here ‘

Allinall,
you're probably
looking ata pool

of around 500
< pupilsand
alumni

What!
N

| only need
about five
people,
how will
| choose
fromso
many?!

| accept

your terms

you want

meto
PICK for

A\

... Do you do ANY work ..

Fine then.Ill
have my secretary
transmit the data
toyou,and Il
inform the schools
you'll be scouting
with them.There
are five schools;
threein Tower,

twoin AS|ze/

I'm not going to
spoonfeed you,kiddo ::

A
13 "~ Getoutof
my office




a week later,
somewhere in
the plains

Ladies and gentle-
men,welcome to my
elite secret think
tank! | do hope you
are all prepared for
this mighty
endeavor!

Why are we having
this committee in the
middle of nowhere?

| couldnt get
a latte this
morning




Did you not hear
... mesaythe words
"' 'secret”and ‘elite'?

Dont you think
that’s better
than coffee??

. Weresomany

. miles away from

. the city! I've never

. beenoutof town
beforel —

What if | have a

reaction? We're

nowhere near a
< clinic!

For mypart,| adore
secrecy and elitism,

~—  Sir.

—=— Thank you.




Lemanerial = * Thisisa big
wanted this : ' - document.
projectto 4 Do you expect

follow hi , e e o~
paorqorr]“,etelsrs us toread this? .-

| hope you
havea
© =< gynopsis.

I've made a copy of s

! haven®t
< readit
myself!

»

| wanted to uh. Start .
the meeting with
no preconceptions! ::

< SILENCE!

Let’s get to work!
You were too lazy

toreadit and spent
all your time setting
up the secretbase

1% didntyou




...................................

i Attention!

see.
.............................
.....

i I'm here for the i
:: progressionof ::
“ myowncareer! i

Oh,I'm sure there will be
great rewards in your

work here..um...it has to

be in this book somewhere

omitted it
I'msureit’s
a mistake-

BETEEE T =il lthought we were

A city planning,not
What will we establishing some
get out of sort of happy-go- :
doing this . lucky hippy commune. :
public service? .l have nointerest
in this touchy-

feely nonsense.

That’s right. Lo

We dont need i 3
N

this outline.
| wasn't B

< Haha,please
relax,everyone.

=

| came ready
with my own.

< I'msurethese
are just suggestions

Let's have a look the top of
: i my class for
:E:'.at I.t.'..Shau we? nothing.

I guess Ml figure

Lets set this A % this out later
book aside £ Like getting out
and take your . ofthe Funa thing
. Can'tmake
own suggestions an omelette ( N
for the city plan. without

breaking eggs!




One of Lem’s
+ firsttenetsis
=+ thatthe social
contractbe
£ optional!

That would make the civilization :::
V self-defeating! Why even
bother at all?

vision will

sweep the
globe! Why
limit |t tothe
~

A
Are we not
inthisto
win at Wecango =~

any cost?! much further
¢ \ 2 than that!

Al
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The first step to any decent social contract
is to eliminate all other options. N\




Everyone...

Itis truly inspiring =
to see so much ambition
and drive. I'm sure our
shared desire for power

will provide the ideas we

need to make Tower
a great city.

Your secretary said.

Yeah,comein.




Ok I'm coming in. Sorry to come by so Where |l belong.
late but fuck it’s dark in here

You belong
on the floor?

Uhhh,is this a bad time?
Because thisisn't
good news. No,no,please,do what
you need to do.l've just had
a day of crazy family
nonsense,that’s all.

Okay.Let me
And whatkind of boss start by saying
would | be if that stopped that| didntdo
me from doing my job,huh? the digging
Haveaseat. - here. \

I've been minding ; Fola? ]
my business,just 7 T|:zzy? We'reintrouble,
ow

like you told me,but
my superintendent could Ry
this be? ) h
of schools came to |
me today,allina
tizzy...about Fola.




| have no doubt of that,
butsomehow | don't
expect any serious
trouble coming from
Fola's direction, of

+ allpeople.

\

Z
story! = 29

N

T

Thereisno , |

-

Maybe no trouble for you, but
I'm the one out there every day,

< with your story.

7

'\ _
Fola made one

committee selection

after a very brief

review of the info
lgavehim. \ [ ¢

Okay, okay. | getit. Goon




W /@
~ \x

suggestions made ‘ (m ‘
by that one first )(

L~ recruit. I'msure hesawitasa

time-saving measure.

K Unfortunately, that

I~ recruit selected entirely

e from peoplewho —
belonged to her school club.

\7 P
And that school club

just so happens to be
made up of people

He proceeded to
fill the rest of the
positions based on

/ nerd thing?

snrk @ What's wizardry,
\ ) ?
\\ exactly? Some

Mortal people who believe °
elementals should be enslaved
and drained of our power —
so that they may rule instead.

who favor the
rise of wizardry

/




So,yeah,l'd say
we had a problem.
Not like we cant
handle this
specific situation.

More importantly,
how does this
reflecton Fola’s
judgment?

V

How are you going
to keep this under

What do you
mean by v

power? A\ |
Jil \ ,

™ Howare they
- going about
N that?

=

What? Oh, Some nut’s figuring out a

way to store elemental
= magicin rocks or crystals
or whatever.Whacky stuff.

incredible.



Right.Clearly,Fola’s city plan is going to be shit.
| want you and Ell to whip up something.Take
yourti - we dont need to rush this.

broughtin. i
He should be
working for us.
A

old budget until you guys

What about are finished.Tower can wait.

Fola?

.

We need a city plan.
We need a BUDGET.

| dontwant
tobe dragged
down with this

That doesn® Mﬁv \t

answer the L—

—— guy.
Fola problem. —

Funa,you're easily my best employee
thus far.You do the work of a hundred
people,and | value your contributions

V highly.

But right now,what | need you
to dois shut the fuck up and
do as you'Te told




A way that won*t get

Hmmmmmnnnnn.

A

Z. Or,iflwereto
putitanother way...

you have

a control
problem!

| like this 'hice”
commenteven

Funa,what do you want me to say?
We need to do our best but if we're
going to burn then we're going to burn. == Go home. think it
/ H\/ / L \ ‘/ over,and try to relax.
| need you of all people

Problems are
to stay frosty. 2

inevitable.ld be
X~ lyingiflsaid
'l guarantee
Folawontbe
trouble.”




' Rightyouare,
Funa.

Il handle him with
kid gloves,lined
with kittens.

Just make sure you let
him down easy,okay?
He’s still a kid,and kids
are spiteful little turds.
You need to show more
decorum than you
did with,say,me.

I'm sure youll do a good job.Maybe.

M leaveitinyour
hands then.



>
O
O
o
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Sir,did you spend
the whole night

Are youready
to take your
appointments?

Folanerials
waiting.

Send him
onin after
half an
hour,
would
you?




Yes.
This will
only take
amoment
of your
time.

You wanted to
seeme,Lem?

| have a very
busy day ahead
of mel

N

| have rejected
your city plan.




You're to finish the
list of small tasks
| sent you this
morning.

Wait,what? ~

You're rejecting _
the city plan?!

wait for
your next
Q big project.
That's all.

< isnone of
your concern.




How can you expect
me to improve my

Your 'improvement"
isnta prerogative
of mine. Q

if you don'ttell me
what you found
That's b-bullshit! at fault with it!

Bullshit! That’s
bullshit!

You wonttell
me because
there isnt —
any good
reason.




Why else would
you keepita
secretfromme?

This is just a conspiracy
designed to ruin
my career! You're
threatened by me!

Thisis all just afarce
¢ designed to discredit me!

Because...

N
Because...

/

You're going to steal my plan
for yourself!

b1 \\




Who are you
to reject my plan?

N

| poured my
heart and soul
into this project.

You're anidiot!
You dont
know what
you're doing!

It's the

| culmination
of all my skill

and intellect.

An incompetent
canttell me
what to do!

itwould be
stolen out
fromunder
mebya
bureaucrat
like you.




If you
really
< wantto
know why




In the first paragraph of this
thing,you establish that my
outline has been thrown in the “trash

forits "simpering
idealism"

Starting off the city with
a basic principle of
equality forallis
unrealistic?

Of course! The
outline was
completely
unrealistic!

You didnt expect meto
take that thing seriously,
did you?

| think you're
letting your
personal
< beliefs
affect your
work too
much.

Justbecause
Idontagree §
with you
\) doesnt
make me

wrong.




N\

fromtherestby
means of rigorous
standardized
< testing.These
individuals are
exempt from all
legal punishment.

Your nextstepis
to outline a culture
of segregation, >
where the intellectual o A
elite is divided

To protect moderators,like you
and |. Petty little laws meant to
hold the commoner in line shouldnt
getin our way.We make the rules.
Not being answerable to anyone
guarantees we'll do a good job!

T,

v/ Your "rigorous
standardized

Howdo 7 _ ardi
you know n) testing™?

Il pass

If you aren’t stupi
you’ll do just fine!

Define "stupid’




Either present
evidence that
my paperis
faulty or admit
defeat and
acceptit!

I will
not have

g My hame

through
the mud!




How much of this did
_—_ youeven write?

Is THAT
what this
is about?




| have been describing ...nothing

‘what this is about” in your, g ,‘
for at least ten minutes. outline / <

forbade i// I \

borrowed
material.

N—.

| The outline

/ Q¢ Youthrewin

7

Look,l wrote that

paper,buteven
You are telling me, J
to my face,that you

if lhadn’t...
| deliberately skimmed
the outline with the
intent of committing

Let me get this Whatcan
straight. | say?

> thetrash?

That outline?

" | think outside
the box!

You're trapped
inaboxnoone
| elseisaware

z of, I'dsay.




" I've had enough
of your RUDE,
unprofessional
behavior!

What are you
doing?

ven properly

You don’t want critique,you’re not
even listening.You want me to keep
talking just so you can shut me up
and go away feeling like you
solved the problem.




L

—
l You're only showing / |
[\' me you've already
" I'mean... lost your own game.
Do you «
L~ really thinkl
don't notice

you constantly You have no
changing idea what’s
2 -
tacks? going on.

\ You're just
wasting my
time.




=

! Do you even know

: whether you're '
¥ tryingtogetmeto , B L !
~  back down and 7, \
approveyour == 4/ 3
projectbecause

I'm intimidated

W\

.

give you a scary
story to tell
everyone else?

Doyouseriously ™= N

think your hysterical Do you know how

baiting is gc;ing much | have invested in
to work: this project?




If you come away
from this encounter
having learned only
one thing,Fola,let it

be this: | am a machine
designed to tell people
like you to fuck
themselves.

| don’t disagree
with these ideas.
| already had them.
Years ago.
| asked you to
create something
new.Which you
would've known,
if you'd done a
lick of research.

Next time you take

ashotatme J




| Uh,| wouldntlinger
there if | were you,sir




Sy

O 7.

He went for
it, huh? —




\%ﬁ%&m —

L

incredible!
That means
we'll be getting
our desired
positions too,
right?

S

e
£
-
as
0 5
o.

Al
i




‘Zﬁﬁ:“%

Ok, let's
not get carried
away

I wantan = Mom cant
espresso /1N p : tellme what >
machinein $ . Ay to do anymore!

Atoastto
Folanerial!

N—

Let’s notforget
the founder of
the feast!

Hey;is that
who | think

it is?\




kOh dear...Thefire
= elemental,isntit?

Whata loser...Have
you been reading
\/ the news?

They have

absolutely
Z noinfra-
structure.

Comparedto
all the achievements
the other branches
have had,theyre
-~ certainly duds ...

How could | possibly miss
it? Everyone’s talking
aboutit. Thatbranch

isjustnogood! -

f Fola,you

\«4}" & don’ttalk to

that guy,
>
do you?




" 1wouldnever
eventhinkof 4

-~

starting any kind of
serious venture with
thattype

~anll

| mean,what
kind of total
idiot ...

N7 Are you
guys listening




I'm running dry over
here,though.

Another
round,
please >




Did you look
into that thing

| told you about?
! ) =

The twisted
manipulation of
these primaries

has no limit.

What do /%8
youmean? ¥

They kept asecret
from you! R

They have no
right to control
the information

flow like that!

Thanks for X

tipping me

off,lgue#.
‘ '

Right now,I'm
a little more
concerned
about the
peoplel
killed.

e o




| heard about 4
what happened
to you.

| think you and
lhavealotin
common.

Is there something
you want from me,

" While the others

- X toilin blissful

ignorance,we're

experiencing the
seedy underbelly
of this enterprise.

TEE




| was the
Ny targetof
7® foul abuse

fromLem

| recently finished
my city planning
V' project.

Through no
fault of my
own

Itried to
A reason with
Yy 2 him. %

He called me
into his office

| was
against
it being
agroup
project
fromthe
start,but - §

resents me
forno
_ : | Why was he so reason!

todenigrate RE down on you

itbecause § § for mistakes
of somesilly other people
mistakes my made?

so-called
peers made.




...he’s anything
like his brother

| expect he just wants
to use the material
without giving me credit,

Pl 4,

We're trapped like
| £

The others don’t under-
stand.They won't listen.

-
2\

Y N\

...he’s probably
envious.

¥ He’s crazy.Completely

L outofcontrol!

Honestly,l
fear formy
N physical

| don’t know
about that.




We should tell them The primaries , _
are so strong. I've seenit.

* . /\ NS = \ (e
There’s nothing "\ BN N P N
to be gained. g e seen

itall,

W-what are you talking about?




I've seen
the beginningS

and the end.

| wasn't
supposed to.

It's a pool.




Youn’mecan
complain
all we want

th-they made
everything!

How can we
expectto be
betternem

when they're
the reason

we exisht?!

Mortals like we Hopeleshly

use’ tobe ...they shitty idjits
think the elementerals like us.
are these ...these
high n"mighty
things...

...buttheyre
justidiots.




They'll never They'reit.
hafta answe

to a higher

\/ power

_ i P .

Thereisno We're..we're Thisis the
higher . 'mentals world we're
power! -~ too!l | creating!

Aworld ™, for
where people . - X~ ho

suffer damn

reason ,t
Il
SN

S50
SN




Aworld where Cal §|
liesto me about
this stupid
fucking coat!

wanted me
tohurt. 7
So he lied.
He lied.

He said it was
destroyed!




Calis a lying,manipulative,childish
bastard,and he’s...he’s the strongest one of all!

i

- ‘ /
) (o)
. Thereis no

no problem escape for
it's a slow night .
us,either.

We cantdie.

yo sorry
I'm late

Step by step, , & |
brick by brick, 4 3 All of the pain,
we're building ‘ v ' rage,stupidity, fear,
this senseless, ¥, ‘ hate.lt wontkill us.
idiotic world. N

The
~#  blackest
"~ anddeepest

- e ¢ . ocean,each
An infinity of ‘ Y, ofusbeing

darkness SN /< crushed

g’ afwning ' in the cold
efore us. depths.

No relief.
Trapped.
v Forever.




What am
| killed
myself,
and

Why is this \ - e | Please get
happening — ‘] ‘ < me out of here,
to me? Why? o

) , wanna do
Someone..anyone. " XK this.l don%

Please help me. wanna live

this life.

Aw HELL no!
Not this shit

again! OUT. Again? He's

ot been here Are you kiddin?! He

started a BRAWL in
here last night!




There is an upside,though.

A
The world will
be aruined
waste,of course,

/

Astain...
aslurry
smeared
on the face
of the planet

gonna call
the guard,

- ‘ - v)|‘ & -
d e "m'. s‘.
They're ; [ ,

’ Vv Noonecanbe \
horrible forever without facing
the consequences

one way or another

Butitwont Y
matter. and Il

Y laughin
I'm gonna rightin his
liveto face.
witness N
whenCal  § Thatsit
finally
realizes
whatan
asshole
heis

& My only
conceivable
hope.




Thatsall...?
Thatcantbe
true...

Sureitcan.
But you don*
needto agree
with me.

Its gonna —
end the same
way, no matter
what you think.

We'e all going back
tothat pool...back
there...inthe dark...

e S \\




Dustinto
dust.
Trashinto
trash.

You all look down
at me but I'm the only
one doing what I'm
sposed to.

/ /’Z‘:‘, T

You're gonna
burn just like

A

We're allgonna burn.

\




BLEEEGH
~







Steadyon,
young feller

WhereamI?




Li€e, daath, and
averything inbet ween.
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YOU CAN FIND GRAYLING ONLINE AT
WWW.GRAYLINGCOMIC.NET

Got feedback?
Contact Arby!

arborwin@gmail.com
twitter: callanerial

Grayling is now on Patreon, an easy
way to make monthly donations
to your favorite creators!

You can personally support the comic's
production on a month-to-month basis.

Pledging gives you access to all kinds of
bonus material, like early updates,
ebook editions of the comic, and more!

Check out the site for more information:
www.patreon.com/grayling

Thanks so much for reading.
I'll see you next time! - Arby
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