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been...busy?

R

It's a cupcake. o

N
Canwe
preserveit
instead?




545 atTowertoday, §
231 sol'lbeout

\ < something [
f). forlunch.

Please .
don't.




"-w—whatever
you want.

< Practice
your magic

A today, okay?

I have to
getready.



I
.-

B,

Time to make 7

some magic _ /7 believe
fire or what- I'm doing
ever the fuck. ' < this.

(N &

It's getting faster.




| gues§ ‘
that's
progress.
N
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Oh.lwas
watching th
.l/ neccos.

» Youhave ¥

sucha fancy ;

\ : “it's maki?lg
7 Cal, are you d; ~ me curious.
goingto eat 3




Fernmade
l’it.ldon't
. wantit.

"Fern made
this thing? -~ i

e,

a

i

< hellam| @8
Mwida looking at? |
l4 q ;5 4 -

{2

t L
[3y 4T 308
Y 2
'Q‘{‘n‘ii?és ;\5 3
R ‘\\“\3 e

‘Carrot sticks, : Why don't -

“ a sandwich. you want it?

he make

< Help yourselves.
.Sure, I guess.




Whataday.
I'mtired. >
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. you answer
my question? :

l already set
your place.

howknew Ah. Since we're
when you'd soclosely linked
come home now, you will star
: intuiting some of
my thoughts A
and vice versa.

' It usually won't
betoo dramatic.

: - Sodon't §
i ) So | had the ' . overly

food ready \} 3 concern

righton time i yourself.




Can'tyou
use a towel
todry off?

" Ifitwere any good ¥
: youwouldn'thave 77
:  towindyourself
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I'm annoyed

 ittooksolong,
/ butit's finally

The fire-resistant __
coat | designed for you.

Because you
. keep screwing
up your magic.

I reckon so.




thing weigh? its weight.
Like a hundred

)) What does this great pains to minimize
é
< pounds?

you were, and designed
itaccordingly.

i | starta
fire
inside
L the

. special about

How

The coat is fire resistant.
\ Aslong asyou createfires
outside of the fabric, you
5\ should be protected from
most burns. N

Sinceit's |

insulated, | }
| ;ou'd : Great. So can
you teach me

roast = i _ 4
) . i
yourself @ howtogetto

alive. . = \ . ‘ ‘\\& thosevolcanoes’

or whatever?

“Oh, itcomes
with head
protection
too. Itmust —

_beinthe box.

—

Certainly! That's

Somewhere. “= agreatidea!




I'm still not used to this
teleporting thing.

It'sthe only
way to travel.

L Why do they letyo
% lknowwe % ‘ © The dragons have intimate .
 can goto places 7 {1p S knowledge of Faidia's dothat? Dragons aren't ;
: we haven'tbeen J//~—1) geography. We take their partofthe elemental
i information and use it branch'ers';.
like a constantly updated,
free-flowing map.

Because we're
- stronger than them




. Buttheydon't “:3
" . reallyhavea i
" choiceinthat, .. “}
do they? |

till...Do we give‘ They live on this
them anything | planet, don'tthey? ;..
inreturn? )

i politically affiliated

P withus, butthey 1

A still reap the benefits
of our work.

. Look, we both have
Werun j work to do today.
- 3 Lm .
Y, the show. : | | r.nr tc1k|ntgt off.
choices N & r» Trynotto
don't , destroy that coat.
matter.

=



You're -
late. LW
/

Why are you
L always late?

These ,
secondaries 2\
< areinsane. /{11

} drawmg me ;.
#x intothese
bizarre =

\ "/ \
about whether or not A ‘

( things are okay to do and /
maybe we should think about W
it. It's such a profound
waste of time!

| getittoo, “:"
“ believe me. i




\ some kind of ettiquette.

| \\  Its complexity

. with it, though. ,.,..,.:j{j}j:j::{..

YA

i They're coming \
\ §; alongquickly -

i I'msureyou’ll <X
:i:_make sense of it. /(\ ",
. [ \ - By ﬁ

% # * I'mthe authority! *
LA My saying it in the
3 N\ firstplace should

— v suffice!

isonly exceeded
by its inconsistency.‘,_.lf_.:

G —T T
. \Y4 “ it
% He second guesses

i everythinglsay. 7|

|

Right. I still think
% wecanreclaim
# thatland, some < )

% lightforestation /.
© couldreally do h

wonders in the




N

else. He'

And I'll tell you somethin

eculiar about me

s mighty

Lastl 4

: o
checked, @2&% |
youwere
theoff =/ _
one. . [ =

~ tonormalcy!

: Buthe'sbeen...cagey

with my food.

That
~ does 7
describe :.
itvery
. well, &

4 hasbeen with the
utmost care devoted

I'mvery
~ anxious
andl don't
_know why. .

Maybe hejust has a quilty conscience.

< Hedi

d murder alot of people. Thatisn't something
mortals are used to, you know?

Canwe gef ]
\ - backto -

poisoning:
me!




Cal, that's You can'tdie, why the hell
< absurd. would he try to poison you?

N NN~

)

Andwe've ¥
seen how
thatturned

\

A
He wants me bedridden
so he can run amok.

”~

Nothing!
Nothing
will ever

Oh my god, what
canl dotomake
youshutup =
about this

Not since the i
world and trampledmy
_everything innocence and |



©
Do you even know
what those words

Why don't you just ask him?
If he has a guilty conscience, he'll
probably own up toit. Problem
solved. You have to rub this stuff ~
out early or they get used to
riding the hog, so to speak.

He'll justlie.
I

W\

He's already
. tryingto
deceive me
with his pathetic

/ , appearance.

That's dumb. l

So whatif he lies?
Give him a chanceto.
N
You'll be able to gauge
whether he's telling the
truth or not by his reaction.
N

Shaking
things up
will at least
getus out
of this
standstill.




That's areason
not to do a thing,
right?

., What?Cal, 1do shitlike
this every single day.

Not with me, youdon't.
N

< That's because you're
awaste of time.

< Doyouwant me
totalkto Fern, Cal?

Yes. But only .. She'snotthe
" ifyoudon't “ one embarrassing
_embarrass me. :




Back to our main topic | guess.
| don'tshare your enthusiasm,
Lem. The southern continent
is a real mess, a bed of bones.
Not suitable for sentient life
for at least a century or so.

- peoplerespondto
- death, Idon'treally

That's appreciated, Lem, ::
“ butyou're rushingit
for no good reason.

< Anyway, you have plenty

of unspoiled land to work with.

I'm justtrying
to fix my mistakes.
Is

Oh. Well, we have time No, Lem. That would
on our side now, no? cause an imbalance
We could just of forces on the planet
have Ell rapidly A ). even worse than the
age the continent. one already present.

A

-
delightful
shortcut!




Why don'twe
settle on planting
grass and trees
for the moment,
and see what
assistance the
dragons are

No way on the dragons.
They'lljust claim the
land and that'll be the
end of it.

willing to give us.

It's brown lands.
Good riddance.
We'd never
getthem
bac

We can always make another deal if we really want them thatbad.
But I'm betting we won't. You're just being greedy.
If we give them the land, they'll clean it up for us AND stop
bitching endlessly about how we trashed it.
It's a good move, politically.

" ldon'tlike it either, Lem,
but you've already taken
on so many other projects,
. youcan'tdevote thetime.

We're just passing
< off our problems
to other people.
It'sirresponsible,
and | disapprove.




Our new computers
are finally ready!

© We'reall getting a laptop

: should allow us to do a great

- deal of our correspondence

and systems work

remotely. They're A ﬁ

all connected to the
central computer

here in Tower.

That's the computer
for storing our
memories or
whatever, right?

iii,u\u

" will starttodecay
- intime, since we
- are limited by the
- capacity of these
mortal, physical
. bodies

- computeris

- asafeguard
- against Cal's

- prediction

- thatour

. L minds



Since we have
the responsibility
of a mortal
populace now,
we need our
memories.

The central computer
< isdesignedto create
- adatabase we can

recover them from.

N

A

Sowait, if l use ' Fucking boss.
. this computer to 9/ < I'mnever
. domy job, Idon't / leaving my
. havetoleave bedroom again!
my house?

Not really what
it'sfor. ~




I'luse ithowever that don'tinvolve cancelling
I want. You're the existence, or never leaving
one who wanted my own house because -
all these stupid all | care aboutis family.
v things. :

N »

o — FF

Atleast!
actually
have
ideas for
the planet

B

7 It'sthe carmors going tosleep.
i It means the sunis going down.

praTe
Nice meeting.
Maybe nexttime
less squabbling?
A\ 1

\

ELSE WHERE .

Ineedto challenge But I can't think of anything

No use .
myself. | need to make to do! This job requires bitcr:ng I hate taking
some stuff up. Play more imagination than no one can orders, but|
around. Right? | possess. tell me how to can't really think

for myself.

< do this.

\ \! Thisdoesn't

\d 2\ A bode well >
’ “ for my

A\ future.
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ThiS Shit iS | don't know
so difficult why I'm here.
to control

I'mnotsmart s
or ambitious. £

this stuff
makes

my head the more

| start
thinking

About this door, Maybe it used
the only thing to be shut, but
| can remember ‘ now it's always

4 > open

It's letting
thingsin

Butit's
toosmall




| could make this
door bigger

Maybe I'm not
supposed to

| think it's natural to
wonder where the
back door to your

own mind leads to

Isn't that
natural?




\

W

It's already
sotorn

and a little
moreisall

Alittle more
won't hurt

I'mso
closeto
everything




Itsnoteven XN S
justbeautiful S

p—

|




Alll havetodois
reach out and take it
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[ 3

Who are you

'mt

.
uy-)

s amEan

How do you know

,\“\ ‘&

butdon'tlook at it
Neverlook at it
Is that you're the chump
staring straight into the sun

Stand here all you like

All we can know
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and since all
this energy

originatedin
the sun, we
callitthe sun

orjust the
reservoir

sometimes
the lagoon

Whatever,
stop looking
atitalready

This thingis ... the sun?

Well, not the literal sun that
our planet orbits around,
obviously

This is the fount of

all the energy in
our universe

R

R LA U )
e/

a3
\‘
v nwa Wl ] 4




What harm is there
in looking at it?

It feels great to
be here

But you DO exist, and if
you expectto return,
you need to leave

Only the dead appear in this place

and only )
temporarily %

| can hang
out here

becausel
don't exist

\\\\\\
\\\ \\\\\

through that
opening you
made

right now




Whatifl
don’t want
to leave

Whatifl
just take
all of this




DR WHY?! ~ Evenifyou
R could do this

S WHY?! (whichyou g
ol can’t) Z
BECAUSE ! \k\
THEN | 4 A 0\
WOULD BE i/ itwould
= |N CHARGE! /// 7/ g@;“ /7,2,,,7%/{) be pointless
‘ _ y ///? /ﬁ i ) ‘

N 4 (/// 7 Jd //// D \ ‘

| don’tcare

I'm taking it




| can’t stop this guy
by myself
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Well that was
interesting

L
=z
o
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e
o
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Relax.

You're

inthe ~
hospital.

A /
What's going on! The restraints are

Why am | tied up?!  a for your own
“ safety.




A
WwW-what
is that?

A
But you nearly
caused the end
of the world
as we knowi it.

/

Your corpse. >

Your little trip
into the lagoon
destroyed your
mortal vessel. =

We hadtoclonea
new body and find 7
your old one, and
transfer your soul.

”

A great deal of
difficult, extra work.

N

_
A

Iremember! ¥
| didnt forget!
But | don’tknow |
k¥ < whatcame
N overme,l

| ? It , swearit!
\ ?‘( ( S

71 N
arstand

| don’t understand \

what happened.

why did I try to
do that?!




Youtryto
usurp all the
power in the

known universe
and you think
I'll accept that
dumb story?!

W ———

e —

All of this info
is theoretical,
andhebarely 4
knows any of it. /4
vl

55—\

70\
(&)

- | demand
an explanation
for this GROSS
disobedience!

g -7
" You told him, but
| did he understand?

Ignorance is
Nno excuse.




. Yeah, and
| your profound
negligence
IS an excuse,
| suppose?

What did
you say?!

| don’tknow
anything.

here. I’'m sure we can
avoid making this worse
N thanitalreadyis.

Fern, do you think you
canresist slipping through
your aperture again?

Please, just
leave me alone

v

Leave you
alone? &

Leaveyou
alone?!




e — N y

How DARE you after what you

asktobe ,‘,‘leit did! You also
alone | ruined the

2

coat!

Do you have
any idea how
muchwent =
into making
that coat, all
for YOUR
benefit!?

Uh. Hold up.
The coatis

You're an ungrateful, greedy,
snivelling little worm, do you
realize that?!



I‘d like to know
how you'll “do
better” when >~
you're as STUPID
| as you are and
'R still can’t function

\“; \
V N\ even when everyone
is bending over backwards

to accomodate you!

\: - ~

=







He's supposedly in charge
of us all, and he throws a
shitfitlikethat?

Are you listening?!
Say something! v

He’s
completely
nuts.\
Did you >~
see that?
‘w i
This is serious, May.
What are we gonna
do? We'reat the
N\ mercy of a lunatic.

S— LI B

¥ “Anyone! Anything! /
~* An entity thatisn’t

Lem, he’s the
oldestand
the strongest.

4  insanel!

Is this might

makes right?
He’s strong,
so that's it?

Liedown, V

give up?

Who elseis
goingtobe
incharge? J 4

you can
sitout if
you want

Do you wantto live
in a world like that?
| sure as hell don't!




Don't hesitate. 7

Dous all a favor.

Next time you have an
opportunity to destroy
the world as we know it
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