








the cold
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Why are
¢/ you doing
thistome

If thisis
about the
nillits ~

N

supposed
to be here.

Now you woke me up for

They parasitize the
nothing. Great.

sick, elderly, and the <7\ 0/ _
young. =\ \

lwas
worried
they were -,
attacking

Y What do you think |
am, an idiot? | told them
to feed off you for
now since I’'m
ill. There’s no
need to flip out.
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....50 | don’t want
to make another
attemptto repair
your aperture until

youtrustme. _~

— Can’tyou
doitnow?

towalk around
A} with this thing.

Trustisn't [ /

. just switch
entirely -

/ iton.
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| ‘ ’ entirely : 0 let’'ssee 71 }‘g
Isn’t trust | 2 rational. some magic.

formed \
immediately : _ -
sometimes? 1 -
5 Try maklng
/] ; some fire. >

You're still thinking )

i like a mortal. Hurry 7 A < | prefer notto.
_ hurry hurry, all the b5 : Th|s aperture thlng—
7 i time. Slow down. X

Look, being an
elementalis
ahands-on

L~ activity.

Usmg |t
should
be like...
/ comlng
home

we'llknow

Right. Is therea
correct way to do this?
~_ Amlsupposedto

stand a certain way -

Do whatever
feelsright.

We're gods
remember?

We're making
thisupaswe ™~
go along.




Just think
i aboutenergy
. flowinginto
i your aperture

::::5 like an

i intowhat
i youwant.

Whoda! / /4

‘Iwas hoping ¥
for something T:

It came right out of
my hand! | just. Wow.




means
i you can't ;|
energy 3
flowing %

. through
. your
aperture.
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ing to go on now
der, that's all.

randomly.
ingenui

Atleast we have

It could be worse
someth
ittle

Soit’s coming through

ike you want, butitd

Al
isinor

l

secondaries
were more
: enthusiastic.
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You haven’tspoken
to me intwo weeks
<« orsomething.

Yeah. Yeah, sorry.
I'vebeenbusy = N
i with Fern.
il Why i
in your bed?
T ,

Y
DR S GO




#” teaching him 4 -
# toread, catching > 7 And? And?
Idunno.Must # usboth up with
havefallen & the world
asleep soon '; atlarge...
afterldid. >

; . . But he's nervous
He's ick study with
aqu ucy about his element.

reading‘and writing. He keeps burning
himself by accident.
N ——

Flame retardant
fabric for his
clothing
and scouting
suitable
locations.

’

A
ammm "

T T

_ma

He could practice in
We have a one of our remote lava
number of . fields with impunity.
live volcanoes. -
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he'll
be fine. It needs
t.

ini

ink

whatI'm

suggesting

to be done.
bad.

no harm

l really
N
I guess there's

Whatever,

IS as

to behave?

don'tth
You promise

N

That's not
a good ideq,
Rae.
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Don'tyou ever
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Then I'll review a few
things you should know
so he doesn't notice

. the difference.
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Morning. Sorry
Ifell asleepin
your bed.
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Slow down. You‘re going to
‘choke, horking it down like that

ity
o,
“2,

ine: oﬁ : A VA s | haven't been entirely honest
pey with you. There IS a way to force
the appropriate level of trust.

face, please Ja' ‘ '

NN NN
T

I thought it would ; Through
be along time £ % physical contact.
before we did that. Hi G i BT

sss!

j and all | figured
1didn't [ BAE | you'dfindtheidea
tellyou dlstasteful:

contact
arewe > -
talking




There are pointsof SR The spots roughly
your body where ‘il correspond with
energy is concentrated Sy your nervc_)tle
near the surface of ' syst_e_m. If it's
your skin. - sensitive, it'sa
‘ high energy spot.

We need to transfer
my energy to your
.. body, soifwe say,
held hands, or
kissed...

" Isthis really a practical
- solution? You seem to
hate being near me.
I don't particularly want >
" to get pinched and slapped
anymore than | already
“ do changing your bandage.

Pinched

or
slapped? do that

anymore.
v ymore.

How abouta
kiss every morning?

B

IXE

We need :
something ",

2

I

- Like what. T3
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Ifit's sogreat,
why didn'tyou
mention it before?
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I'malso

| wantto be shy. Demure,

" back with my
family, you
know.
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Thisisa
good crazy,
though.

| 1guaranteeit.
N

That directly
contradicts
the way you're
behaving, but
whatever. i

Like my damn
life wasn't crazy
enough already

Where are
you going?

v

| can'ttake
a break today,
| have too much
work to do.

N\

Yougo ahead
though.
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| want to have
areal conver-
sation about
this, andtodo
that, I needto
be out of this
mirror.
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We're goingtorun
into problems if you
make a habit of this.

This is special.

What's this |
hear about
pinching and

slapping?

4: Cal, you're
never going
to getlaid.

" He smells just fine!
What's more, he's
completely naive!

™ You thinkl
haven't noticed?
5 R
™ Heisn'tanything
like Lemin personality!

" Sure, he could stand
to smile more, but | bet
N he's not used to it with
you going around
glowering and grinding
in his face all the time

“ Anyway. You make

such a big deal about
ME hurting that kid.

“1don'tlike

having him
near me.

He's smelly

+ and clumsy..

He'sLem's
X clone.




I can’tbelieve -
_we're_ even_ 200
; discussing this.

Oh, lighten
. - up.

L

Wrss wom st/ T

for that.

£

You were right about the studious part. |
didn't getto spend much time with him
today. He wanted to work on his reading.
But once he's done with that he'll
probably feel more social.

<~ Youlike
brains, right?

getting a kiss
from himevery
morning.

s sizassesre s




| had an aperture
problemtoo, when
I was born.

It only improved
onelhaveto " whenlcameto
A live and work ‘ :

Affection. ‘

Zosies. 2550533,
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You're my little brother. "
The circumstances -~
happened to be right.

I E LSy,

s AR RS,

You can'tforce a genuine '7
emotional attachment
;. with a complete stranger'_

Just flirt
and be >
nice, is
thatso

(7

g

wantit, he'll

say so. But ; ? P
it's dumb 7 « We could all benefit

not to try. from the company.

s
5
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Lem went ahead
and made all these

~
ture.

damn people, we

lpd
's a stranger,
ikethat'sa
DETERRENT.

|

You keep saying

1
is aper
he

house
isway
you accept
Z someone
' new

'tfixh
Not th
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| want him out of my
the -~
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I can
What the

| don't like him,
| want nothing
to do with him.

N No, we can't.
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Notlong ago
the concept of
astranger didn't




You're used
ing the
charge of
everything,
right?

tobe
big brotherin

0 e

-

-
lllllll

re in charge of

You

7

a -
s oE
€S
»u g
=3 5
8% °
25 E
3£ 0
C 5 £
(7)) et
..mmu
£ -5

<

You cantell him

whattodo

S

, and he

S
o
o
o
e
©
a
et
o
o
2
o

1

s not that.

Soit'




Soit's something even
worseisn'tit? Youdon't
like this guy because
he's not a little kid. He's an adult who

thinks for himself. —
You can't anticipate
or control his thoughts.

You can't form relationships
with functioning adults.

You're asick, sad little man.
Everyoneis trying to just grow
up and you do your best to stand
in our way because it makes
YOU "happy." AN

\

A
And then
yousitthere
blubbering that this is why
like 7 X Lemandl
you don't killed you.
know
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mjustso —
sick of you.
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| give up. Don't
expectto see
me for awhile.
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'z Cal, are
. youawake?

| don't think *
EOEE . I'm coming
Breakfast" /] 2 4 outtoday




Want meto
\ callyour
sister? .

g

If you're having Haha, no that's

second thoughts notit. | really
aboutthe kissing i | : do justneed
thing, | don't ~ -\ ‘ N sorr!e me N
blame you. You ‘ ‘ / time.
don'thaveto y <
pretendtobeill. Okay, well.

* That works N, " That's good, right? %
outbecause Getto hang out with %
ljustgot 7 ; \ . kids your own age.,"
aninvitation N Tk '
to somekind
. of office party.

. With the other”
secondaries.
f 4 v/

s Practice you

W7 EN)Y

Solshouldbe \
back at some
point.




Besureto "§
exercise and !
< eattoday

7 ldon'twantto
;. < catch shit for
neglecting you.

oS 000020006220 2802295990, 9o
1 ‘0’?.0
ve been i

- - ..g.o

thinking. i

T P

The prospect of never ' D X =
- - ) 'y
makinganynewfriends \ =000 @ @O @il —

is disturbing. — ~
Twy

NN\

I don'twantto be >
all alone all the time,
butI'm scared.

e~

| have to figure this out.



Uh, Viv? What's
this place? =~ .

I¥'sa plai:é Where people imbibe alcohol
" Youhad thatin
. the colonies, right? :

- Yeah. Yeah we did.
< lhope |l know what
I'm getting into.

;" Nothi

ng
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A\ So alcohol still works
onus even thoughwe're |
living dead or whatever? :

Is it really okay
to drink if women
are joining us?

lev "

Haha, oh. You'ré

—
serious. Yes, it's
okay. =
“It'sjust R
| asocial o~
thing. ~ S

N Haha, they don't make
these booths for bulky
southerners like me. 4

i,

s
%
(]

resistance
#. . mightbe
.. different

jo

justfine. Let's |
sitinabooth.

P
e
SRS
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7 Sohoware things..'>'~'.~f
with your primary? "]

=< Oh, well, they're
' proceeding.

often though.

S seemsto -
\:. ground him. ::




tofinally
meetyou




T\

4 & "}’3;‘ We're eating
2\ "/ S / firstright? |

----- 3 hear they
&1 havegreat
g frieshere.

K4

\Y,

~ Butweneed

‘ X I've never = j R
7 Maybe that's 7t I8, seensucha | told him
i notsucha > 3EPP™ workaholic \ tobeon
) time. We'll
wait.

oD

I'mintrouble. . Work? Family? 3 N

I expected this : i\
: i g/ I've beenisolated *
#a fromboth.Iwant

: / k 18
: / o
: / s i
N { A
5 4 4
i N B Ny (
| ‘Q

but there's no way % SowhatamIgoing f(
toreally prepare. ¥ to talk about with them? ;E wi. [0getoutofhere.

-



It's not like it's
their fault, either.
. Absolutely not.

They're going
torealize I'm
miserable and
try to fix it.

. You'llhaveto
i excusemea i
% minute. \ Zg

5 _.-":'::'Iwouldn't' ::j;
5 freaking UF iooworry
i... himout?

All right,
I'mdoing
5 this. N |

I wonder if
I was this fucked
up when I was




You can afford ones
\ thatdon'tsmelllike
: burning rubber.

N

7 I'tgo get the
Fola's here now, first round!

so why don'tyou ~
take my seat. | can't
fitinthere anyway.




i Fern, T
= 7 meetFola, %
.. elemental .
. ofair.

Thanks.
v o

You really
are blue.




They ~
accelerated

But how canyou -
be smoking?

—
k

" And what do you thin

. But l was . homeless people do?

I'm more “alsoa
like7 1/2 street
now.

Don'tlet Fola getto you. He
treats everyone this way.

| got this lecture
last week.




Before we all get too rowdy,
;. I'll get our business out of the way.

No, notin this bar, Fola.
~_ We'llbe usually
meeting at my place.

<" Ell, you'll be
i meeting with
eitherCal or

from now on

. ¢ forextra

v,

What kind of progress
have_ you been making?

We will now
start meeting
every week
to practice.

What about

me? Did you

make those =
arrangements?

intoafew =
_ snags.

climate management
without you. You're
holding everything up.




“ You'rethe - N - '
one who > ‘ ¢ Haha, you .
calledme ;5 Q" | wo squabble

« "honest." -~ : , like two old

N ladies.™
LN B e

It's not a good

thing. I'm trying

to do something

" It's true, K _
. Fern. > “ I'msureyou're fine,
ST Fern. Fola, what's a good
: =2 : R Wit i ' deadline?
' Weneedto getstarted. | [EEEEEER.\ :
Is there something we
cando to help you out?

NS I’ Look, I'm really fucked
% up. I don'tknow what
A
you expectmetodo
Maybe set ardeadline?

aboutit. Butsure. Try
e — a deadline or whatever.

. Okay, two months.
y \




Can I talk about
work with you

£ sometime?

N You know.

Butthe
fact is‘__.t_‘_'-'j.:

" Normally,
I'dsay "yes."

| know something
youdon't. It makes
interaction with you...

% Youshouldfindout Y
: how you died.



No, | can'ttellyou.
V o

intotrouble
just suggesting
you look into
it. Don'ttell
< anyonel
said this.

< Just...
find out.

Soyou'll

alktome
once | figure
= this out?

A

I'll show you mine if
you show me yours.
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It's true. You
killed everyone
in a 10 mile radius
of your home as
well as yourself.

7
/ ﬁ ]

lfigured -
as much.




Thoughtelling me that
| would be reunited with

< my family once Il was

under controlwas... .

l understand why
this was hidden
from me. So let's

put that aside
immediately.

‘ I know.
* Thatwas wrong.
I'msorry. =

© convinced I did it
/. onpurpose. .

tremember.

It's just. It was the 7
only thing that seemed
to motivate you atall.

- No, it
. wasan

3 Accident or not,
I'm sure you have
a punishmentin
< store for me,

— Whatdo youmean,
you're not punishing me?




IKILLED —
MORE THAN
AHUNDRED

.. PEOPLE!

“ Areyou
hearing

. yourself? 7 ;

: What have

| been 7
telling you?

. mortal luxury.

I'M NOT SOME
| STUPID, CRAZY
MONSTER LIKE

N

I NEED JUSTICE!
CONSEQUENCES!

You'rean
i elemental.

I'mresponsible

Justiceis a for everything
thathas ever >
died.

Certainly. Dehydration, drownings? Viv.
Suffocation? Hurricanes? Fola.
Earthquakes? Landslides? Funa.

possible in the first place,
slaughters entire ecosystems. ;
Aninsectswarm he created KM Mortals
devoured the crops of Viv's are for
_Ppeople and they all starved. . dying.




" What's the use of
Maybe being an : apunishmentifl
elementalisa . don'tknow what
punishment
itself.

~ Stop looking for — i
causality where ' < Ifthere wasany
thereis none! : JiF: meaning behind this,
, | Iwould know aboutit!

This isn't what the

‘. beggingyou. ... ... . . .."%
; i, N\ S world needs fromyou.

Just make \
774 somethingup. =
. \\9 p 2

_7 _- Ican'tlivewith--“_“_-_ oW | i
' o B . Stop

being
so selfish
anddo
P
your
fucking
job.

" myselfknowingl
did this. >

Cttrrrirrs i i 7




Yeah. >
I shouldn't
.be selfish

tokeep 7
ittogether
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N
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Another successfully completed issue
of Grayling.Thank you for reading this
far! This issue was pretty difficult for

me to finish. | apologize for the delay.

This issue is dedicated to Alex, who
helped me out in a big way when |
really needed it!

Things are getting a little more
melodramatic as more and more
information comes to light. The next
issue is going to be about a lot of
things: food, depression, and finding
new sides to Cal. I've been really
looking forward to drawing the scenes
in this one. Hopefully you enjoy it too!

There have been a few continuity
errors in Grayling so far, but mostly
they've been pretty amusing. | couldn't
make myself pick the sleeve style on
Fern's hooded shirt in this issue, so
he got both short and long sleeves! |
fixed it in the most obvious panels,

but you can go and pick out where

| kept switching back and forth.
Officially, the sleeves are long, and

Fern just rolls them up between panels...

That's the story, & I'm sticking to it!

Someone found a far bigger boo-boo
in the first issue that | have fixed for
future printings. It was a really tiny
but significant one...if you can find it,
write to me and have a guess, if you
get it right, I'll draw you a gift!

Feel free to write me anytime to tell
me your thoughts on Grayling. | always
enjoy hearing from you!

arborwin@yahoo.com

So long for now —
Arby

ones who have to hang out

We're the ones who should
be upset anyway, we're the
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Of course you are
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v witha murderer

.. .- whatever?

| don't know guys
m really fucked up




)
)\

)
>

\

Grayling © 2010 Marlene Janda
Allrights reserved. No portion of
this work, in part orin whole, may
be reproduced without the express
written permission of the copyright
holder.

All characters appearing in this work
are fictitious. Any resemblance to
real persons, living or dead, are
purely coincidental.




[ MESSENCER

grab hold of your future. 48

Ky

B\ Li€e, daath, and
:\ 4 5 everything inbet waen,
ag WWW.Sdamnad.com
[ 2G0MICEum

Check out

these other
great web
comics!







