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Are you pretending

to be asleep? —

Your sisterwas just —
in here talking to you.




Youtwo look _
alot alike ~.
by the way.
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I meanhoware
you physically,
you had no

heart- <

N N '.
D
[
“

il
" and my sister

is mad at me.

Oh? Well. They put my
collection over there.

£

That'sas good a
heartas any.

beautiful
crabapple.

‘inthere.
L

have eaten
the apple,
you know. \

3
X

~ Mycheststarted
cavingin, | needed
support.

RS

What’s with the
twigs, Cal?

TR

)
\ b Wait, istrat
\<\ @l aroach? A

live roach?.
d

AN
lalso LY
have my »
stomach
contents.

That's... -
That’s great.
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I‘'m going to look for neccos.
Dr Bogart didn't seem
tohave muchtimeto
explain things tome -

L

Do they really expect
these ridiculous things
to keep your feet warm?

v Idon't
careif
you
don't
care
about

neccos.

I
|

’

:\\\ T -

[
1]
)

I might A
as well take \ \
advantage \\
if I’'m stuck A
here. Whatever!

> So I should
A understand this stuff.

;; 2\

Areyou
talking to me?

There aren’t
any. Yes||
looked, why
wouldn’tl look? .

Hey! Listento h1e!

L N
ljustwantto . | wasn’talive,
< know how you | was just
were still alive! puppeting
my corpse

A\N

< I'mgoingto \ around.
be your aide.




Felt bad
though,
man.

You weird
me out
N

ljustkeptitfrom
rotting to trick my

Our souls don’t
need living bodies.

We can possess -7
anything. | couldn’t
heal my body, so...

| guess that explains
why you looked
so horrible before.

You look like
my brother but
yousmellbad
and your voice

is disproportionate
L~ toyoursize

|rememberwhat —
| needed to ask.

Do you know what

myelementis? —

So are you going away now?

Me? No, we
still have a lot
todiscuss. X

I‘ll keep that
inmind. =
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- ,//{’é/ Your mother? In the stories
: / your mother is the sun.
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Sure, the sun.
You're notas
big, but you
have a few more
specific skills

< shelacks.

Not only fission,
but oxidation,

)] Oh, it's hard to say yet. N Y corrosion,
'You remind me of my mother. stuff like that.

p—4

I‘ll have to see more of your work .
Which means

your name will be
~- Moranerial.

But you’re probably
the fire elemental
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It’'s not
< really

A\
RN NN\
;

NN

~=N)
TR N

\\\\‘\
N\~

A I\'.';(.}l“

-
SRR SRCRIARRY
X :

It's just what
£ youare.

Look, \)
can’tyou
give this
jobto some
other guy?




Of course I’'m not
understanding.

V

Whatever.
I’ll figure
something A short while
ago | was just
a mortal guy.

A farmer.
/

None of you
have told
me anything!

< You'renot
understanding
something
fundamental
here.

Okay, say you tried to reverse
the flow of every water course
on Faidia. ‘

You would find that task far
less painful and time consuming
than forcing your magicinto
someone else.

Suppose |

your only wouldn’t get
tool for this Wlp.ed out of
project was existence. >
your pinky

Unless that’'s 7
what you want.

fingernail. >
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| dunno. Maybe. Sometimes.

I¥s not
what we

There’s nothing wrong with
you. You're perfectly capable

of being an elemental.
_ 4

| don’t know

that.1don’t =
E know anything
' about myself.

| have the feeling

Doyou? —7/ :
Do yoz know | had family.
who lam? /

Wherel came o -
from? ~

7 A

If 1 could see them, SRR =S You're a danger to
I think it'd help me AN AR ‘mortals right now.
with all of this. NN L
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You're forbidden
from seeing any
L family.




So, later, if | learn how to use my Look, none of

) the others have
P
powers, | can see them, right? been allowed

to do this, so,
don’tgetyour-

Hey, aml

7,
interrupting ﬁ

B
KA
! ?) A

something?

Hithere, you must
be our new recruit!

Afavor. Whilel
talk to my brother,
findme a S
small SRS
mirror.




You had better have
an amazing reason

After you. | broughtyou
N\ flowers. Just
invented them,
Thanks. \ and they’re
; already making
up applications!
Amazing, eh?

i S CCONE L i

to violate the
restraining order.
Where’s May?

See,ifMay M | TR You can’thave him.
were here, 2 AL E RV WA Why do you think
| couldn’tsay ' : I’'m even here?
what | needed =

After defeating

to say, so. him I didn"t have
Pointless, the energy to hide
you know? my injuries any-

more. He's
very strong.

I’'m notsure |l believe

You couldn’t you anymore

handle him.

' gauging .
One fright, my own
and he’d destroy you. strength.

A



relationship has

N

changed
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You'’

A

re
with fear.

But you
the one trembling
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'mstill —
in here,
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you know.
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He’s mine. =
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Don’tforget. ’
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Welcome After | left, it occurred
to me that it might have
back. b
L een dumb to leave you
alone with your brother.

AT SN
~
K
WS N

R

N No, don’t worry about it.

X lcandeal
with him.

It's a compact
mirror. Ilthas
powderinit,
so be careful
notto spill it.

Dr Bogart
| donated
this. -~

| like it! I need to be far away
Now let’s leave! Wait, what? Now? from my creepy brother.
| knew you had N _“ Help me take
to leave soon Y this thing
buttoday? Uh.
Is there some-
thing | can say
- tochange your




What about

are getting (ol
itfixedup. W
<\

, are so
u
Don'tfuss

so much. =

~ Doyou
have
enough?

What about these?
Are these for pain?

Oh, definitely
keep them.V

They’regood
for bribing the
nurse, at least.

< Bribethe
nurse?

You might

Why would
wantthem

< youdo that?

Mortals

domestic.

Wow, that's
abig plaster.

Who cares?
Let's go!

Yes, those are
for pain. I don’t

like them very
L~ much.

Youjusthad _
major surgery.

.....

lgetit >
lgetit

Let'sgo 7



'
Ohit'ssimple @ B |don’tknow any

_ magic, itjust Y| magic, sononeof >
| think takes a lot RN NIl itis“simple” to me.
we have of energy. 4 ,

i\

‘ everything. 7 i«:}‘f‘.:
t ‘? 7

You switch to your
animal form, don't

< you? IVs like that,
blink, and it's done.

Now that you’re better,
N canyou explain this
teleportation thing to me?

-

Animal form? 7

tell you
aboutit
toseeif
you'd
Yeah. Your find out
colony was R
partofan
experiment.

Well, let’'s go
homefirst.

Got my case?
Take my hand,
and we're off.

| canstart
teaching you
in comfort
there.




Please don’t misunderstand.
My brother is a good person.

N

Butldon'’t
N wanttobe
anywhere
near him
right now.

I’'m suddenly
very tired.

| was waiting
¢« forthat.

You need to take
< jteasier.

The only furniture in the
houseisin myroom.
we'll spend the night ~

there. | miss mybed.

Don’tsit on the floor. I'll
help you to your room.

Myroomisupa
long flight of stairs.

Very much. | picked this
location. I¥'sniceand — XY
peaceful here.

Now, whatwas 7 ,

| going to teach you?

You like
this house,
huh?

Animal form. Things. l




How do | explain this... Almost none of the

people you have
ever metare
real humans. =

R

You're not human either.
ItwasallLem’sidea. —
He wanted all species ©

on Faidiato getalong

and communicate
or whatever.

He figured out early on that every species thinks it is the best species.
w ﬂ

-

ﬁ So he has given a large percentage of the animal
population the ability to switch to a human shape.

Those who possess this ability are called
coagliates. They’re born with the necessary

_\ magic ability to switch forms at will.
M




We elementals are
all coagliates. —~
I'macrow.

<< Thatexplains alot.
But whatanimalam I?

You'll have
to find that K
out yourself.

Now, | think you should , :
have a look around o - ‘ i If you want
ey b 1 abreak,
you can just
say so, you

Alook around
the house?

Find out what
repairs have
beendone.™

I’'m sure getting used to
being shuffled around...

Right, right.

< totalk
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Ratatana:
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is stranger
house and
| don’tknow

todoandl
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I havetolet
whattodo
tell me what
todoldon’t
know what -
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Fuck him.

isisan

Two words, Cal.

Th
emergency!




Sowhat? All
the morereason.

\

» ldon't wdnt to fuck him, Rae.

\
N

N
\)
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Anyway, 7
he looks
like Lem!

There are options.
Put a bag over his head.

\

o
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<

Thisisn't what

| need right

i ; now, Rae. |

! Are you in charge need help.
ornot? 4 i He scares me.

\j

Don’tbe scared.
4 Maybe wecan
be friends
with him.

I don't know about
you, butl coulddo
with a little more

excitement _
around here.




anyone

who wasn’t
family
before! ~

Of courseI'm
ready.I'm
always ready.

Howis the
house?

Why do
you keep
going back

They patched N
alotofthe
drywall,
and cleaned
up the
garbage. ¥

A/

Sorry to intrude
in your house.V

l

Is there anything 7
| can do to make this
easier on us both?

But there'sa
great deal
of water
damage.
It won’t
be a quick
or easy job.
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Uh huh. Letme ' r !,' -
I/

>

know if you think
< of something. ! i
J ,\

t///7///

Ok. The bedroom’s up three
= flights of stairs, in the turret.

/

i
//}1/)5}‘7”

"N

Look at it this
way. 'l only
be here for

V thetimeit
takes to learn.

It's the only
room with
furniture.

my stuff, I'll
returntomy
family. v

Has it occurred to youthatnow
that you’re an immortal, you 1
might find it difficult to live They will grow old, get sick,

with your family from now on? / — die. You will live forever.
4




w

Nothing will
everbethe
same again,
I guess.

the same way.

Idon’tknow. 7
I’'m notaman.

N

LN

Even so, amandoes
not ditch his family.

RN

I’'m sure you'd feel

N\

; . e g
~ So.About \VE I,

L

My connection /8
is badly formed,
or something?

-,

my “problem.”
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Okay. Faidian >
magic. Basics.

N

™ |
with few exceptions,
tracesits origins
7 back to the sun.

W Everythingi
) e vermtins . /

you see around you,

AN
X
[
e

aSCER




Objects, people, plants, And even though you

we’re not boiling

everything. All energy water by using are surrounded by energy,
comes from the sun, astove, applying whether it’s
and all matter energy manually. matter, heat,
is energy. We're talking about light, what-
manipulating ever, you
energy with can’tuse

Now, when ,
» ds. ¢ that.
< we're talking l/ our minds

“magiC" 4
But-

The energy around you has already been given a
purpose by someone at some point, and you can’t
just “grab” it with your mind and do stuff with it.

You can’t think really
hard about your coffee -
mug and make it melt

or whatever.

between your mind and the other
energy youwanttotap. X

bSo what DO you do?

,,,,,,
~

R

N
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You need at least
a little bit of raw
energy to start
any feat of magic.
It bridges the gap

a
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All living things can access

this raw energy from the
sun through something

called an “aperture.” \

——
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N —~eerer,



An apertureis an openingin
your mind through which energy
flows in and energy flows out.

Your aperture connects you to
a network, a family tree of sorts,
that includes all living things.

It’s arranged by proximity,
blood relations, and so on.

Most people never
even noticeit, or
only dream of it.

I's the door to '\ _ all
the collective _ .
sub-conscious.

trickle of energy mortals get,

\\ & || ™
F([ \ :, ’ As opposed to the slow, steady
] :
\

elementals have to contend with a
positive cataract of stuffgushing into their
heads with the force of a hurricane
at any given moment.




A mortal’s aperture only becomes
as large as ours when they die.

That’'s what death isin Faidia.
The aperture widens, the
person’s soul is washed away,

and they become a part
of the sun again.

But elementals don’t get wiped

away. They remain alive,
despite having large apertures.

We seize

How do we ]
possession

dothat?

Instead of
being over-
whelmed by

the energy respective

energy 7 %
cooperates Now, as for you?

with you. - Vs

Your aperture
< isdamaged.




I've never
seena
staircase
like that.

Damaged?

The Sun thought you
were stealing from
her. Sheforced \
your
aperture RN
open, so
ittore. |
toreit
further
taking
youin.

AN
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Ah, finally.
\
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P ————" | finally Huh.
p—r gettosleep <\
W

inmy bed. -
| couldn’t |
whenl
was all
0 bloody.

Good. Right.

What did you Ihadto iy
beatyou Wi ¥

So | guess this spot
ontheflooris...

N

I slept

there

whenl
was sick.

&

mean about
taking mein?

We didn’tknow
what sort of
<
damage we So, how
were doing. < big’is my

aperture now?

| patched it as
much as| could,
but you were
struggling >
against me.

<

—m———

Solhadto —
leaveitasis.




The bad newsiis,
you can’t control it

Your aperture could
also tear again easily / 4
if we keep stressing it. ’

Thegood newsiis,
you're very powerful.

/

and you might
L 90 insane.

Your aperture
was as big as
mine before
| patched it.
v

| wasn’t supposed...
totell you..




...even listening/
tome?

Ah well, you're
obviously tired.

7 N\
Wheream
|tosleep?

Whatdo I do
to manage this
aperture thing?

£

Oh. Well, I'm not
really sure.

| suppose | have no
\I choice butto

< takethe
floor.

Ittook me so long
to work myselfup to
offering you the bed,

¥ ) V

N

‘ and you're

* ¥ = refusing?

N




We just met.
It's weird
enoughI’'m
inyour room.

Maybe I'll
teachyou
tomorrow.

Yeah. \
ltdoes _

Whatever. Sleep where
you want.
It’s not like
| care. Which
“ ldon't.

Maybe I've
been rude. -

Finally getting
v totuckintomy
very own bed.
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Too bad the
bed’s just
too “weird”
foryou, then..

look nice. ‘ , . .
g Enjoy your precious
floor. It's probably

way superior anyway.
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I¥s bad enough
you ran out of
the hospital

but you didn’t
even bother to
gethimabed?

| offered
tolethim

‘,..;{.:‘;w,;l,"s’i',.k .
idi SN
Did it occur :‘W/‘ ol,‘é;ﬁ
toyouhe 'Z”"'
mightbe > );‘
uncomfortable

sharinga
t . bedwith
you?
p
&
What are Q

' myeyesfor *
afewseconds.;

you talking
about? This
bedisvery §

-
=7 = comfortable. \

\



hﬁgx‘i‘rz Wi Excuse me.
oy k
youfeeling? il I have to use
~ " the bathroom.

Morning.
Fine.

1%

Folks are here =% NS - 5 ‘ d) 1know, buthe’s picking
to fl_nlsh the [OPHICHE/ A¥) /7 ing. up onyour anxiety.
repairs on the w==  Anyone can see that.

house. =~

What you need
toworkoutis
what groceries,
furniture, and
books you want Don’tbe
for the house. angry
Write a list. v )

You need to relax. That’s what Viv
advises, anyway.
Takeit
slow.
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how does
Huh. 1 likeit. ~
wants tomake
friends with him

/4

he still refuses

the hospital,
though

He came outto
threatenLemat >

|

1
3
o
>
o
it
.
S
@
=
(/)]
o
it

No,
he feelabout Fern?

Other than lust

inferno.

That’s what the papers
and magazines are
¢+ calling your new pal.

< Shortfor

Will he talk
to me yet?




Areyou still only
talking to himin
mirrors like |

< suggested?

Doesn’t
surprise me.

Still, it sounds like
he’s more lucid

\
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-~ Hedoes
seem calmer.
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Yes, it's been working
well. | don’t get our -
thoughts confused
as much anymore.

2 4\\“‘\\\

You could say it
= wastoo little, too
late, but whatever.

W

Z{)/':J'"o
RN Raethinks

-
TN

Peey
dsva

o

{0,‘ 4 it’s idiotic,
“{ of course. We both have
our bad days.
< He wants to
talk anytime,
anywhere.

But maybe now that
I’m better, we'll be
able to weather this.




Do these pants
- and shirt match?

| stilldon't
fathom that stuff.
They look okay

/— tome.

Thisis « N
my fault.

Shouldn’thave
asked mom for help.




your sister?

She went home.
| personally don't
like food very much.
Don’tyou find it
disqusting?

You show love for others,
especially children,
by feeding them.

It's animportant physical,
as well as social, function.




So what
¢+ you're
sayingis
| |
# togetalong
4 < withothers

I'll make eqggs
and toast. You'll

toeatto -
stay well.

toastin
the yolk. ).

Butteris

not just

“Okay."
N

My ense of taste is
P probably very stunted.
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What about
food don’t

A :
‘ you like? ]

The soup wasn’t
so bad. The texture
passed quickly.

o~
R Though,
/BN getused

Do your Erm, atexture

teeth hur\lt? aversion thing then?

' < ldon'tlike

my mouth.
It's slimy
inside.

A
Good. I'll
l make more.

Being alive and

allinvolves a
! (ot of sliminess.
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Your hair WUST S
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| could
A makea
great
nest with
it. Ared

SR S S

might even

o[ \ sleep tonight. \

Canl have
your hair
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Find a pair of
scissorsand ~
wecandoitin
the morning.
I’'mgoing

But right now I think
| want to work on
getting abed.

You're good with
colors, butisn’t
this a bit much
forme?

Abedroom
requiresa
bedroom set.




headto
your own

wake up bald.

I guess it

could be 7







Next time on Grayling!

You can't give
a nillitmy job.

It's a nillit!

Oh?Forjusta
nillit, he seems to
have done well
for himself.

Forexample, —~
he has a beautiful
family.

See you next
time in issue 3
of Grayling!
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Faidia is home to a variety
of dragon species, some
common, some rare.

One of the more common
dragons is the necco, a
very small flying dragon
that can be found on nearly
every continent of Faidia.

The neccois a friendly and
moderately intelligent
creature. It plays the role of
pigeons in our world in that
they deliver messages and
very large colonies of them
can be found in cities.

Neccos are born in a wide spectrum

of colors. They have soft skin covered
in a very fine fuzzy material similar to
down feathers. It does not particularly
aid in flight, but serves to keep the
hecco warm.

Neccos primarily feed on fruit, but
they're flexible opportunists.

Most nhecco species are social animals,
but a few, such as the oceanic nhecco,

are solitary.

They love fruit and other high energy
foods.



Fanart by Raizy of Slightly Damned! www.sdamned.com



Fanart by A.Ward of
The Good Life
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Fanart by
Yuzuha/Misuka

lotus-rayn.net
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Grayling © 2010 Marlene Janda
All rights reserved. No portion of
this work, in part orin whole, may
be reproduced without the express
written permission of the copyright
holder.

All characters appearing
in this work are fictitious. Any
resemblance to real persons,
living or dead, is purely
coincidental, and very sad.
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| would like to thank everyone for another successfully completed issue of
Grayling. | hope you enjoy the continuing stories of the elementals and friends.

The dedication and hard work of the Grayling team have made this webcomic's
publication possible. | would like to give special thanks to Glau, who put in many
long hours crunching numbers and spending her own free time making this issue
possible. She went above and beyond what was expected and we thank her for
her sacrifices.

I would also like to thank my financial team, SD Corp, for all of their input on
getting us through this difficult fiscal year. It has been only through the talents
you all have acquired through a lifetime of hard work that this was possible.

Finally, | would like to thank the animation team, though they really could have
put forth a better foot this year. | know that Arborwin has tackled larger projects
in the past. Although | know she is talented, we were hoping for better
output. Regardless of these setbacks, we look forward to our nextissue and
hope all of you that have made this issue possible do the same.




