


Here it is, the second chunk of Annotated Grayling.

There are just so many things going on in this arc, and so many eyebrow raising
moments, it's hard to string together words about it. | was hitting a stride with the writing,
had a lot of ideas to bounce around, and had no idea how to do any of it. There's
certainly still quite a lot to enjoy, but that makes the parts that don't work stand out all
the more.

But what's done is done! That's both a weakness and a strength for a webcomic. |
thought frequently about going back and redoing the comic before it was actually
finished particularly because of this arc, but gritted my teeth and tried to keep going
instead.

This arc is also when the comic started becoming marginally popular. It was (and still is)
embarrassing to deal with the fact that the comic was taking off when it was particularly
obnoxious, but | guess that says something about webcomics culture in general.

| still get people who comment to me that they read the comic and thought it was going
to be typical puerile yaoi trash, but they persisted for some reason and were surprised
to find that it became something else. I'm sure there are dozens more people who won't
read the comic simply because the style reeks of BL and they're not interested in the
genre. The derision towards yaoi is a whole topic unto itself that | won't go into here for
now.

Re-reading oldGrayling with a critical eye and actually taking notes is definitely helping
me remember it better. | have always had some memory problems, so doing this is kind
of a new journey for me. My attitude has changed so much from this time in so many
ways, not least of all in terms of how | regard webcomics.

| still really like webcomics and | think it's a promising and innovative genre, accessible
and flexible and so many other good things. | love how many webcomics are free to
read and offer really unusual topic matter and can talk about literally anything. But it's
also sometimes embarrassing, especially in terms of the community and financial
issues.

My wife is a big Pictures for Sad Children fan, and what went down for Janet Harbinger,
and how other "successful" webcomics people treated her over it, solidified a lot of
vague concepts I'd internalized about webcomics culture for a long time. There's a lot of



exploitation and abuse within internet communities - the expectation that you "give it
your all," that you have an obligation to fulfill your dreams at the expense of your health
(regardless of how well you're paid), all these social pressures to overwork and "prove
yourself." Everyone was volunteering to work themselves to death, as long as it was for
"art."

Only now are people finally unpacking this, and it's very validating in a way - but also a
huge downer. The industry has normalized and wildly exploited these attitudes for a
very long time, and it's horrible to see. Comics aren't worth killing yourself over. It's
weird to struggle for so long trying to get into the thick of things, knowing it may never
happen because you're a weirdo making weird products, and then realize that you've
been trying to break into a prison this whole time.

So, the idea of being a "real artist" making a living off my drawing is a really complicated
and upsetting topic for me anymore. | think I'm most comfortable relegating my creative
outlets as hobbies and keeping my finances separate. But that means | have to sacrifice
a lot of my life to work a dayjob. I'm a low-energy person who can only handle a certain
amount of activity a day and no more - | can't go to school AND work, for example. | just
get too tired. So my life has been pretty limited in that respect. But I'm doing pretty well
for myself and I'm happy to be supporting and helping my friends. There's a lot for me to
look forward to.

- Arby
May 2018



Of all nights, he picks one

during a fucking HURRICANE. I can hear his heartbeat =
\‘ we're close.
I\ e e S
,

Where?!

In this page, Fern's coat
looks incredibly impractical.
He'd be soaked. It's
definitely a "fashion" duster.
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I love stick-Smoke here.

In this page, Fern's coat looks incredibly impractical. He'd be soaked. It's definitely a "fashion" duster.
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to run into him in a dark, dank
alley way. Especially without
pants on.



I was easing into drawing smaller eyes at this point. I also put a lot of effort into the cinematic quality of this page, since it was Curtis' "swan song," complete with stupid lyrics.

Rae is spooky. I wouldn't want to run  into him in a dark, dank alley way. Especially without pants on.


Darcy was a character belonging to a friend, who
dated Lem in our text roleplay. It wasn't so much a
deliberate choice on my part, just something that
grew organically. Lem was never supposed to be
gay & Darcy will be a girl in the new comic. Darcy
will still be a vampire, however. I'm looking
forward to depicting Faidian vampires. | love
vampire stories & always wanted to develop my
own definition & rules for the creature. | think
there's a lot of potential for vampires, but it's not
really explored much for whatever reason.

v

| used to love drawing
landscapes at dawn or sunset
with Tower in them. For me, the
image of Tower is really iconic for
the story, and would feature
heavily if it was ever animated.

This is a cat ownership joke. | never had anything
specifically in mind, but | can think of a few
examples...My family cat, Jerry, once delicately placed
a single drop of icy liquid snot on my eyelid as | lay in
my bed. A cat | live with nowadays, Gil, performs "the
Gil Chill," wherein he smears his nose & licks an area
of your skin, & then breathes on it, chilling the area and
making for an incredibly unpleasant experience. This is

the kind of thing Smoke is doing to Lem.



I used to love drawing landscapes at dawn or sunset with Tower in them. For me, the image of Tower is really iconic for the story, and would feature heavily if it was ever animated.

Darcy was a character belonging to a friend, who dated Lem in our text roleplay. It wasn't so much a deliberate choice on my part, just something that grew organically. Lem was never supposed to be gay & Darcy will be a girl in the new comic. Darcy will still be a vampire, however. I'm looking forward to depicting Faidian vampires. I love vampire stories & always wanted to develop my own definition & rules for the creature. I think there's a lot of potential for vampires, but it's not really explored much for whatever reason.

This is a cat ownership joke. I never had anything specifically in mind, but I can think of a few examples...My family cat, Jerry, once delicately placed a single drop of icy liquid snot on my eyelid as I lay in my bed. A cat I live with nowadays, Gil, performs "the Gil Chill," wherein he smears his nose & licks an area of your skin, & then breathes on it, chilling the area and making for an incredibly unpleasant experience. This is the kind of thing Smoke is doing to Lem.


right, done.

Call Mayaner, Lem.
d

This was the early aughts, & coming off the
Whedon 90s, "humorous" writing was of course
snarky mesnarksnark forced-negativity traded
barbs, forever, for no reason. | guess Lem has
plenty of excuses to be annoyed here, but this ﬁ

Fern ~handling the

SiEiEm= kind of bland snarkiness isn't really appropriate

for what's happening. I'm trying to make it
serious by having them pretentiously lecture
each other, but there's no emotional insight to
this scene.

| ended up not exploring /

this much, but Lem has |
an affinity for insects.

7

7

This scene is so anti-climactic considering the
importance of what's happening. | hadn't really put
together how significant this was for the story yet, so

i Well, now that you've gotten
me up at the crack of dawn,
are you going to clue me in

az;g V:’zy {3""9 ":e’j; ! ::g;"y it's pretty cringey for me. Even though the art was :’m':g“h‘:;l';“:'"”

it's not just becau 8 f ] ]

paséed out again. He does ) getting a bit better, in a few ways (certainly not all X locust incident,
ways...they look very gaunt) /. I'm leaving you

that for attention half the time,
you know. S
/

| %/


This scene is so anti-climactic considering the importance of what's happening. I hadn't really put together how significant this was for the story yet, so it's pretty cringey for me. Even though the art was getting a bit better, in a few ways (certainly not all ways...they look very gaunt)

Fern ~handling the situation~

This was the early aughts, & coming off the Whedon 90s, "humorous" writing was of course snarky mcsnarksnark forced-negativity traded barbs, forever, for no reason. I guess Lem has plenty of excuses to be annoyed here, but this kind of bland snarkiness isn't really appropriate for what's happening. I'm trying to make it serious by having them pretentiously lecture each other, but there's no emotional insight to this scene.

I ended up not exploring this much, but Lem has an affinity for insects. 
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I had sooo much trouble controlling (/ 5

facial shapes & it took me a very
long time to even get any variance
going. May is supposed to have a
round face! | was trying but failing. |
still have trouble with this, though.

[\ JE R [ ===
| also could NOT draw May's hair the way |
wanted. | admit, my inability to draw her pixie
cut turned me off of drawing her for a really
long time. It's silly looking back now...

BAR L

[ ¥ou know, we'd always thought Cal had a split personality.
Often when he hit his violent episodes, his eyes would turn
a different color, his voice would change...

Herp derp we're
serious now so we
have to talk like

m\ weird bitchy robots
]
a Y / \

I may be on
2 to look out
| think you two owe me an explanation.

\P

This line is pretty true to Lem's character, though |
would probably draw him with a funnier expression,
now. It took me a long time to loosen up and do goofy

\ faces, too. Even though | loved doing jokes in my
comics, | was still struggling to do "serious" looking
art so | could do a range of dramatic situations. | also
started trying to avoid doing things that felt too
"anime" because | felt like | couldn't pull it off. Being

self-conscious, though, made things kind of stiff.

™ AN A
~ | definitely don't think May would |
A / even jokingly threaten Lem with |

We weren't really
sure what to call him then eems that his personality
wasn't split -- he was twa personalities smashed together.
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amile off, and it
was far from good

| A brave effort of a panel
establishing what Lem's 3
apartment looks like, but there's
way too much text in this panel.

violence, now. She'd be less quick |
to anger too.
N ~——
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I had sooo much trouble controlling facial shapes & it took me a very long time to even get any variance going. May is supposed to have a round face! I was trying but failing. I still have trouble with this, though.

Herp derp we're serious now so we have to talk like weird bitchy robots

I also could NOT draw May's hair the way I wanted. I admit, my inability to draw her pixie cut turned me off of drawing her for a really long time. It's silly looking back now...

A brave effort of a panel establishing what Lem's apartment looks like, but there's way too much text in this panel.

This line is pretty true to Lem's character, though I would probably draw him with a funnier expression, now. It took me a long time to loosen up and do goofy faces, too. Even though I loved doing jokes in my comics, I was still struggling to do "serious" looking art so I could do a range of dramatic situations. I also started trying to avoid doing things that felt too "anime" because I felt like I couldn't pull it off. Being self-conscious, though, made things kind of stiff.

I definitely don't think May would even jokingly threaten Lem with violence, now. She'd be less quick to anger too.


This is intolerable, May! If he
gets into Faidia, you realize what

the repurcussions could be?!
You have to go NOW and Iock
him up again! 7

dialogue because of how small it
is, and how it's disappearing into \
the background color.

Wow, it sounds so
simple when

£0 politely ask him

to return to our brother's
chest, then.

A 3
You H‘IOW -

Oh good! Cal, you shareda
mind with him for a long time.
You should know how to
destroy him, right?

Be quiet, all of you.

Another weird thing about my style at this )
time was the flared cuffs & pant legs. It

ballooning effect. This was a wonky thing -
I didn't even like, but | got into a habit of
doing it & didn't control it at all.

B B

wasn't just Fern who was getting a \

No, | mean it
Shut up.

\ None of you knows
what you're ( )
talking about. \



You can tell that this is important dialogue because of how small it is, and how it's disappearing into the background color.

Another weird thing about my style at this time was the flared cuffs & pant legs. It wasn't just Fern who was getting a ballooning effect. This was a wonky thing I didn't even like, but I got into a habit of doing it & didn't control it at all.


nsible for this situation

Not like | reasoned this out at the time, but it is kind
of smart for Lem to have a sword here. If they don't
want to engage in a magical battle and risk polluting
the city, they're better off using mortal style
weapons. At the time though | just thought it was
cool & then got embarrassed because it was so
trite. Even tiny story choices like this can put you
through all kinds of emotional roller coasters...

This is such forced dialogue. Lem

shouldn't have to tell the others this; they

freakin' know! It's just there to explain
what's going on to the audience.

| 7 .

I still like the idea of the elementals having stupid thematic outfits,
but I never felt like | made it land. Like | need to make them
stupider and go full camp, or stop trying altogether. I'd try & do it,
then feel kind of embarrassed because it was so goofy. In the end
| think I'd still like to play with various stupid outfits & address
changing fashions more frequently, but also the animal & "specter"
forms should cover the function of these robes anyway. This is
something based entirely on the childhood game that Grayling is
based on - the various characters wore robes that matched their

element. Kind of like a video game thing.

T Cal's line here... ugh. The

sentiment of this is accurate,
= but the way | wrote this line is
awful. This is like stuff people

Lem definitely has one of the weakest ouffits. Is he
wearing a brown t-shirt under there? | still have trouble
drawing suits - they just end up looking like bathrobes.

‘

I do still like May*:
outfit a lot.

A Al
I'heard you the


I still like the idea of the elementals having stupid thematic outfits, but I never felt like I made it land. Like I need to make them stupider and go full camp, or stop trying altogether. I'd try & do it, then feel kind of embarrassed because it was so goofy.  In the end I think I'd still like to play with various stupid outfits & address changing fashions more frequently, but also the animal & "specter" forms should cover the function of these robes anyway. This is something based entirely on the childhood game that Grayling is based on - the various characters wore robes that matched their element. Kind of like a video game thing.

This is such forced dialogue. Lem shouldn't have to tell the others this; they freakin' know! It's just there to explain what's going on to the audience.

Lem definitely has one of the weakest outfits. Is he wearing a brown t-shirt under there? I still have trouble drawing suits - they just end up looking like bathrobes.

I do still like May's outfit a lot.

Cal's line here... ugh. The sentiment of this is accurate, but the way I wrote this line is awful. This is like stuff people would shout during a bad LARP.

Not like I reasoned this out at the time, but it is kind of smart for Lem to have a sword here. If they don't want to engage in a magical battle and risk polluting the city, they're better off using mortal style weapons. At the time though I just thought it was cool & then got embarrassed because it was so trite. Even tiny story choices like this can put you through all kinds of emotional roller coasters...


Get away from there, honey.. =

Now that Curtis is dead, | guess it's time
to show Rae in a sympathetic light. |
mean a pathetic light. | mean this is

Yeah, sure...Raeisa [ some silly hurt/comfort trope stuff. | was
"kitty." A cute kitty. nuts about that stuff for a time. Now it
makes me wanna hurl.

Alleycats can take care of themselves..
© 02 MJanda hitp://arborwin.com/


Yeah, sure...Rae is a "kitty." A cute kitty. Who is terrible

Now that Curtis is dead, I guess it's time to show Rae in a sympathetic light. I mean a pathetic light. I mean this is some silly hurt/comfort trope stuff. I was nuts about that stuff for a time. Now it makes me wanna hurl.


N\ /', sugcoré ce? lo Isa elive hestelé.
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# £
'S I'had written that Faidian
{ \\ glossary, | was gonna use it.
W\ 74

said to my friends. what a strange introduction for Mid! In one of the
5 4 | B-plot b&w strips. Doing some kind of fish out of
water thing. | kept doing this - this is just a
BNk tioo.to'th slightly tweaked version of Cal's introduction. The
/ou? You don’ ' character being oblique, confusing, & putting up
walls in the way of communication on purpose for |
no reason. This was an easy way for me to
quickly and cheaply add interest to characters  }-
and make it "rewarding" once the protagonists 3

Megatokyo. | had
figure out how to talk to them, a holdover from realized it was bad.
text roleplay.
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X Dyenitael ce, gja sooc'fi koo WOW! An attractive, strangely colored, ignorant
I Faguem | foreign girl! SHE'LL understand me!
jee.

Alot of the items on this
*son ist were actually things
that guys said to me, or

Understand girls. They're

o be so‘ﬂ and smell.nige and t
me I'm wonderful like mom does

This is definitely
commentary about


A lot of the items on this list were actually things that guys said to me, or said to my friends.

What a strange introduction for Mid! In one of the B-plot b&w strips. Doing some kind of fish out of water thing. I kept doing this - this is just a slightly tweaked version of Cal's introduction. The character being oblique, confusing, & putting up walls in the way of communication on purpose for no reason. This was an easy way for me to quickly and cheaply add interest to characters and make it "rewarding" once the protagonists figure out how to talk to them, a holdover from text roleplay.

I had written that Faidian glossary, I was gonna use it.

This is definitely commentary about Megatokyo. I had realized it was bad. 


There you are.
My little runaway
bunny.

/ S
& 5y
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Excuse me, Rae. It's yaoi time.



Excuse me, Rae. It's yaoi time.

It's DAWN okay the background has to be light now


Cofd olft, Cal. Mokt piople
wouldbea
I'myour brother. person who just tortured

ihem for 5,000years. \
X
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It's really hard for me to take Rae as being sincere here,
but I'm not sure what | thought at the time about it.
Probably nothing deep. He thinks he's being sincere
however, & that's good enough for hlm and Cal ..

N

Understatement of the year. Well, Cal's
attachment to the concept of "Family" is
certainly accurate! He thinks it's a panacea,
even and especially when family is actually
the problem.

Why did you run from
me,Rae?

Don'tbe silly. What's done is done..we've both
done bad things. They were horrible circumstances
to live with, and now that they're gone, we can

be happy like we used to be.

X/ rmscared. Why in the world

| have a hard time pinning what | don't
like about this interaction. Maybe the
fact that I'm presenting it as positive,
when it really is not. | was still indulging
" in "Teehee boys cuddling" and not really
emphasizing how this is part of an
abuswe cycle of behavior.

This page introduces the font
that would become standard for
Grayling for the rest of its run:
Gadget. It finally clicked!

*

Feh, you think those I
rules apply to us? »>
Lem justmade them. e
Wlobcnn(’sl 4 3
uvoulmme. < .5
| nothing . o
| else matters. o 2% 4 y i
*" So,let'sgo
2 home. %10
.
. X {
don'twant you t Lem's basic concept i s,
. ) L to toke me back ’ )
I'm usually fine with anachronistic stuff, but | justbecause "t of decency &
| wouldn't do such a direct biblical [ty don'desepve i ) e acc?“"falb"t"y
wi atie: joesn't apply to us.
reference now. Probably. calf* thing is inapplicable I
here, to say the least.


This page introduces the font that would become standard for Grayling for the rest of its run: Gadget. It finally clicked! 

It's really hard for me to take Rae as being sincere here, but I'm not sure what I thought at the time about it. Probably nothing deep. He thinks he's being sincere, however, & that's good enough for him and Cal ... !

Understatement of the year. Well, Cal's attachment to the concept of "Family" is certainly accurate! He thinks it's a panacea, even and especially when family is actually the problem.

I have a hard time pinning what I don't like about this interaction. Maybe the fact that I'm presenting it as positive, when it really is not. I was still indulging in "Teehee boys cuddling" and not really emphasizing how this is part of an abusive cycle of behavior.

I'm usually fine with anachronistic stuff, but I wouldn't do such a direct biblical    reference now. Probably.

Lem's basic concept of decency & accountability doesn't apply to us.


Whatever you wanted to show me, Fern,
/ it'd better be good.

> Totally dismembered..

the head's the only
recognizable part. All
| the bones were split
3 | openforthe marrow..
N5 w5 |
I found
the remains.
of one of your:

n ‘ \ i R | if there was really motivation to this beyond showing that
minions, Curtigh} 4 Rae is dangerous & doesn't value other people unless
they benefit him. Also, | guess he was hungry. Even so,
this is really over the top. He didn't really have any
reason to hate Curtis this much. It was also a convenient
way to get rid of Curtis, but it backfired because killing
him made people like him like a million times more.

Fern...what happened to your legs...
| was a little too ambitious with the
anatomy | could handle here.
Where is Fern pointing?
Where is Fern looking?

s strange, Fern. As parents,
alllike to believe we start out

the best for our children.. our ¢

raise them to be independant,

But allwe end up wanting Is
our owninterests to make up
something to control, somethi
to OWe us something.

The children society tells us ar

become nothing but tools, and}

their flesh is thrown to the dog

Yikes. You could have built up to
that a little bit, Lem. This should
have been paced out better, but
it's definitely the type of thing
Lem would say...

(

Given the next page,
this rushed page was
supposed to book-
end the whole
"wander around the
city" episode. It ends
with a bit of a fart,
doesn'tit? | was
definitely losing
control of the
narrative at this point.
| was juggling a lot of
different threads and
it all kinda came
tumbling out in a
gnarled mess.

We're done here. Burn what's left.

Z
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Fern...what happened to your legs...
I was a little too ambitious with the anatomy I could handle here.

Where is Fern pointing? Where is Fern looking?

The cute kitty did something fucked up! I don't remember if there was really motivation to this beyond showing that Rae is dangerous & doesn't value other people unless they benefit him. Also, I guess he was hungry. Even so, this is really over the top. He didn't really have any reason to hate Curtis this much. It was also a convenient way to get rid of Curtis, but it backfired because killing him made people like him like a million times more.

Yikes. You could have built up to that a little bit, Lem. This should have been paced out better, but it's definitely the type of thing Lem would say...

Given the next page, this rushed page was supposed to book-end the whole "wander around the city" episode. It ends with a bit of a fart, doesn't it? I was definitely losing control of the narrative at this point. I was juggling a lot of different threads and it all kinda came tumbling out in a gnarled mess.


‘What a hardass, eh? Annoying, stubborn, unfair,
callous...that's lfe for you, and that's also o good

elemental ... "Do this , or I'll hurt you very, very
badly."

W\

Cut to a bizarrely
disembodied internal
monologue from Fern
talking directly to the

audience about the nature
{ of violence among
{ elementals? What?

4

- 7
I think this was me
realizing | needed to
re-center Fern as a
main character after
getting rid of Curtis.

I used to live with much more

| sstrange how depravity works

among people....

lough, go ahead.
‘They wouldn't

Tl fucking kill you.

)

s such a complicated emotional conflict, but I tried to
cram it into 1 small panel...sheesh. In the newer comic, this is
an issue I'm going to try & show really well. It's a lot like the
feelings people have about not wanting to be their parents.
This takes years for most people to deal with, & there's even

A what
people they
S were. Far more
- forglving than
ARSI 5 myself.
Andthisishow used B
tolook. Don't say ="
Tiook like Lem, \
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\

more going on for Fern & Lem.
1 i N\

rw vieuni” means.

even understanding



Cut to a bizarrely disembodied internal monologue from Fern talking directly to the audience about the nature of violence among elementals? What?

I think this was me realizing I needed to re-center Fern as a main character after getting rid of Curtis.

I adore these stick figures though, and the sun's expressions. These are hilarious. 

This is such a complicated emotional conflict, but I tried to cram it into 1 small  panel...sheesh. In the newer comic, this is an issue I'm going to try & show really well. It's a lot like the feelings people have about not wanting to be their parents. This takes years for most people to deal with, & there's even more going on for Fern & Lem.


S'thatyou, Darc?

I'mhome..
everything's barcy?Areyousl-
mlqmem ...Darcy... Whatis that?

This is another absurd exchange. Darcy
would have known about this stuff long
before, but | needed to inform my audience
of the backstory, so | made Darcy a woobie
the audience could relate to.

1 wrote about this a bit before, but | changed this quite a bit. Darcy
will not view the backstory this way in the new comic because of
changes | made to the narrative. But leaving the modem iteration
of the comic aside, this contradicts information we learned before.
Earlier in the comic, it was mentioned that the creation story had
Lem killing his brother - so Darcy would have known about that.
You could argue that he didn't understand that it wasn't just a
metaphor, but it's still confusing. | didn't think it through.

Lem, that's not true.
There's nothing straight
about this comic.

\

You...youlied to me,

Lom...youlied loeverybody...

You killed your brother, didn't
Youkilled him.



Lem, that's not true. There's nothing straight about this comic.

This is another absurd exchange. Darcy would have known about this stuff long before, but I needed to inform my audience of the backstory, so I made Darcy a woobie the audience could relate to.

I wrote about this a bit before, but I changed this quite a bit. Darcy will not view the backstory this way in the new comic because of changes I made to the narrative. But leaving the modern iteration of the comic aside, this contradicts information we learned before. Earlier in the comic, it was mentioned that the creation story had Lem killing his brother - so Darcy would have known about that. You could argue that he didn't understand that it wasn't just a metaphor, but it's still confusing. I didn't think it through.


gnything...? L\
= o~

/ 1, Mid loves sugar .
! and can't turn
down a treat.

Uh... Fletcher..
| youdorealize ==X ey 1 sy
I blacked out so much of this
stuff from my memory. | forgot
Curtis mistook Mid for a girl. |
want to forget again... ik i
1 it get you anyiming, my
bl A AN ' Mid's "cover," of talking
in a language no one
understands...ok.

THING! LOVE MENOW?222?"

‘ged



I blacked out so much of this stuff from my memory. I forgot Curtis mistook Mid for a girl. I want to forget again...

Mid loves sugar and can't turn down a treat.

Mid's "cover," of talking in  a language no one understands...ok.

I like Morse's dialogue here
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'WILL YOU TAKE CARE OF ME LIKE MY MOM DOES?2?
Hola! Here |

Of course! Ah, Delye, perfect timfng. am. Yousaid i
/ 7 youneededme?=> 3
- o/ .

Indeed I did» ~
Would you mind \
< entertaining this Al
gentlemanfora I
bit? He's VERY
lonely.

The supply of feminine-looking
boys that pop out of nowhe:
‘must be quite high where you
‘come from.

P

~
Erm....Right.
and where'd
the laptop
come from?|

-~

b S

S
A
7

Isn'tit
convenient?



arby
Morse is taking Curtis' advice to heart at this point. This is a pretty exasperating situation though. Can't really blame her!

arby
I think I honestly just wanted to have Delye show up and be in the comic. There's no good reason for him to be here. By this point I desperately wanted Fletcher gone & was sad I had put him in the comic at all.

arby
Rae is gone but drama is still going to happen, so Mid is here to hassle Morse.


©02 Miandahttp:// arborwin com/

a villain in the old comic, but | disagree entirely with
this characterization now. Domestic abuse makes
him totally repulsive. | just thought this kind of thing
was angst fodder when | was 19, but now | find it
stomach-churning. It's something | only got
perspective on as an adult.

1D yeu!
Wl need o ?’x.o the truth) you vot
f, ,w think Y4 _,.:1 i a5 e 3x BT ikl
7

;9»3\
_(/

Y 7.

This is also gross because this exchange ;

is also to show "Darcy is strong!!1" This £
didn't need to happen to show that
Darcy's strong. It's really bad romance
novel grade nonsense. | must have been
feeling wangsty so | did a scene like this. “}-
\
A4 l
This should be Morse's job! In fact, | have to do some silly
X deux ex machina stuff later on in the comic to explain why
s[rum{:m a:ym. - Morse even knows the same information! More mistakes
Should | call the doctor?, with characters' roles and the flow of information.
\ " PO v— T T T


This will definitely not happen in the new comic. Lem is not like this. I was pretty bent on making him a villain in the old comic, but I disagree entirely with this characterization now. Domestic abuse makes him totally repulsive. I just thought this kind of thing was angst fodder when I was 19, but now I find it stomach-churning. It's something I only got perspective on as an adult.

This is also gross because this exchange is also to show "Darcy is strong!!1" This didn't need to happen to show that Darcy's strong. It's really bad romance novel grade nonsense. I must have been feeling wangsty so I did a scene like this.  

This should be Morse's job! In fact, I have to do some silly deux ex machina stuff later on in the comic to explain why Morse even knows the same information! More mistakes with characters' roles and the flow of information.


Idon'thave a
lotoftime here,
Ihave togo

toschool.

For! o
\ 'or%"" bout school
= ﬂ!ls more

Wha
going on, anyway?

'S This world, Arduc,
encounters with Faidia’s elementals.

They arrived here a long time ago and
killed Arduc’s original set of ‘mentals
toabsorb their power and assimilate
Arduc info Faidia, at least in spirit.. They
control Arduc, but none of the people herg
are aware of it, They leech off your
resources, but preserved your culture
sothat most people only know Faidia

asa vnquenndem culture in the mythology

RN/

Something like that, although we' uwully

What do youmean
by "worlds"? Dimensions?

but these exist in different “dimensions, and only

This is a lot of angsty information to
dump in Morse's lap all at once, and it
doesn't really do anything for her either.

Being an elemental is unbearable.

Letme ex

':J%:}’: can show disregard for mortals' safety - a lot like what the

aren'trea  Crystal Gems in Steven Universe. He also talks about the

they're m - 4 ; isn

Theylack  €lementals like they're all the same, which we know isn't ) o

tomanipu true. It's a lot of text that doesn't accompllsh what it should. I had fun with this fire! I'd get hung up on the fact |

tolaugh ju

It's...not completely their fault...
Partofit's ignorance, another curiosity,

Butthey ll never be able
10 be mortal again, even

I know what | was trying to do with Mid's schpiel here, but
it's not quite right. The dialogue just ends up saying
"Elementals are people with flaws who might be dicks to
you!" He should have been putting emphasis on how they

While we can only

/11 W

perceive reality....

b ;
not, and that makes them very, very dangerous.

4

couldn't come up with reasons to show the
elementals using their magic casually..

The elementals create it.



I know what I was trying to do with Mid's schpiel here, but it's not quite right. The dialogue just ends up saying "Elementals are people with flaws who might be dicks to you!" He should have been putting emphasis on how they can show disregard for mortals' safety - a lot like what the Crystal Gems in Steven Universe. He also talks about the elementals like they're all the same, which we know isn't true. It's a lot of text that doesn't accomplish what it should.

This is a lot of angsty information to dump in Morse's lap all at once, and it doesn't really do anything for her either.

I remember I worked really hard on this shoe, and then I ended up having to cover it up with text. Sigh :'<

I had fun with this fire! I'd get hung up on the fact I couldn't come up with reasons to show the elementals using their magic casually..


I'snot a sure thing... but from past experience, we know

thatthe kind of behavior they've been displaying lately

isagood recipe for disaster...
Our elemental of evil,
orchaos, depending
onhow you look at it,
has just been let loose
after 5,000 yearsof
imprisonment. For now, SN SRS
itseems he'stakinga 2V
broak, but he'llbe back And Whatiehve
to/Arduc tofinish what JEAELLIEN
he started.

Whatever itis
he wants, you're

J\ 1don’tknow how..
I'mjustakid...
——

Don'tworry aboutit. It's probably something
you'd never even suspect. Let's start off this way..
! nany

aboutyour family or its history? Involvement in
wars, deaths, mental liness, i
defects, that sort of thing.

uh.Jeez... no...

| Well.. except for
mentalillness..
Iquess there's

some depression
onmy mother’s side..
but..

to have gone schizophrenic or something,
| because the last | heard of hip, he was in
aninstitution. IR/

A\ \
I didn'treally kno
them that well, so it
didn'tseemlikea

a\
Thatsounds like a lead to me!

Nowwe're iemi somewhere.

\

«...Did you just plug

the computer into your neck
Isn't that bordering on the
eccentric?

Hey, you're
the one
withthe
crazy
relative.




N if you know
whqt | mean.,
\v’
\

W, /- ¢ |
WHY DID YOU CHANGE At least Captain Uber is having a good
CAPTAINUBER'S ‘ time. Somebody should be. I'm not

sure if | was actually modeling this

POSE?! | WORKED thing on any characters. | guess it was
FOR HOURS TO GET /; supposed to be a Power Ranger...with

an Ushanka...and a tommy gun.

MOM IS MAKING US

SNACKS! WHAT ARE YOU
DOING2! N ‘ WHY ISMY POSTER STRAIGHTENED??

OMG YOU CLEANED UP THE DUNE ¢
OF GARBAGE ON MY DESK! -~ J Fletcher shouldn't have a

cthulhu doll. Maybe it's from
an anime. He doesn't strike

The length me as the Lovecraft type.

of Delye's
dress
changed.

so many neat things
in your room!{! What's
toy plane do?

ZJ BLAHBLAHBA
/{ BHAFLFDetc.
] N

OHMY GOD YOU ( i While | was & am a big anime fan, |
TOUCHED MY PRECIOUS y dated someone in HS who was

obsessed with Sailor Moon & was a
total bore. Sailor Moon was a lot more
fun and more interesting than they
made it out to be, but | was in Delye's
position here quite a lot of the time.
Though | didn't eat any models.



arby

The length of Delye's dress changed.

At least Captain Uber is having a good time. Somebody should be. I'm not sure if I was actually modeling this thing on any characters. I guess it was supposed to be a Power Ranger...with an Ushanka...and a tommy gun.

Fletcher shouldn't have a cthulhu doll. Maybe it's from an anime.  He doesn't strike me as the Lovecraft type.

While I was & am a big  anime fan, I dated someone in HS who was obsessed with Sailor Moon & was a total bore. Sailor Moon was a lot more fun and more interesting than they made it out to be, but I was in Delye's position here quite a lot of the time. Though I didn't eat any models.


rrible
peopia.ncoe of e are,of e, Espaciolly ot out
they've had hard liyes, and itshows.
N Catwas never anything
Kind!

ot surprised. Gl
is 0 sweet person.

it
| forgot | even did this! Photo auras! | don't know if
it would ever occur to me to do something like this
again. Spectral photography isn't something you
should make canon and then never use again.
Most of the magic | think of for this world has to do _
:{,’,,’,7,.":“,';';,’::,,’::5;‘1‘,’ with peoples' conscious and subconscious
& thoughts. It's a little more ephemeral and flexible /
than more tactile magic like spectral photography.
I don't mind the idea, it's just something | would
have to be more consistent about for it to work.  §

Nice, nonsensical
backpedal there, Mid.
"These horrible

people aren't all that | absolutely did not remember |
bad, really" made Rhodes and Morse' fathers \
twins. That's a weird detail | made
up on the spot while doing this ~ :name?
page and never used it again.
fepair. He's undergong

Al Al G
Heh mh webu Wewrdud) My dod -

J ocadt a transformation worse

/ odd hh:?::nemm than death which

N b1

(7 can't tell her this yetah
But the aura around this
photo is mangled beyond

Where is he )
being hpl’
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Nice, nonsensical backpedal there, Mid. "These horrible people aren't all that bad, really"

I absolutely did not remember I made Rhodes and Morse' fathers twins. That's a weird detail I made up on the spot while doing this page and never used it again.

I forgot I even did this! Photo auras! I don't know if it would ever occur to me to do something like this again. Spectral photography isn't something you should make canon and then never use again. Most of the magic I think of for this world has to do with peoples' conscious and subconscious thoughts. It's a little more ephemeral and flexible than more tactile magic like spectral photography. I don't mind the idea, it's just something I would have to be more consistent about for it to work.


Mid's report: "That

sounds like bullshit,

but | believe it."

1
|
{

This entire line of inquiry of Mid's isn't

(Edonalokce, or

pllaneriallian
14,

going to appear like this in the new 15 v [ fromihem anymore.
comic. The idea of there being no

equivalent elementals to Rae in these
other worlds, and Rae fixating on

Cal: I'm not
even mad

Sutiyenner for this reason, is absurd to
me now in light of other developmems &W : /// ‘A R
I've made to the we*- ~*' ~¢* ‘4

But, y'know, it wor
explain the motivi
actions of the ch:

What IS interesting about this report is that Mid, by divesting
this information to all of the elementals, is doing something
that's still accurate to his character: though he's Cal's minion,
he is actually beholden to all of the elementals under certain
circumstances. He's obligated to serve in all of the elementals'
best interests, even if it means a "betrayal" to Cal. If something
poses a threat to the elemental structure, Mid has an
obligation to inform everyone about it, regardless of branch
allegiances. The establishment of this arrangement will receive
more attention in the new comic. I'm surprised to see that | had
enacted it this early. Mid is a weird character magically - an
"elemental of elementals" in a way.


Mid's report: "That sounds like bullshit, but I believe it."

This entire line of inquiry of Mid's isn't going to appear like this in the new comic. The idea of there being no equivalent elementals to Rae in these other worlds, and Rae fixating on Sutiyenner for this reason, is absurd to me now in light of other developments I've made to the way all of this works. But, y'know, it works well enough to explain the motivations behind the actions of the characters thus far.

What IS interesting about this report is that Mid, by divesting this information to all of the elementals, is doing something that's still accurate to his character: though he's Cal's minion, he is actually beholden to all of the elementals under certain circumstances. He's obligated to serve in all of the elementals' best interests, even if it means a "betrayal" to Cal. If something poses a threat to the elemental structure, Mid has an obligation to inform everyone about it, regardless of branch allegiances. The establishment of this arrangement will receive more attention in the new comic. I'm surprised to see that I had enacted it this early. Mid is a weird character magically - an "elemental of elementals" in a way.

Cal: I'm not even mad.


ISONS, SO i well s sthe
uess the e

ne was not
e for life 4, looks mastd--~-+- -4
ause that et o oy fiow in this panel is reversed. | still make

__ Wha? waitaminute, fl Isnthe an
Fem? elementalt

ns this kind of mistake, because you have a

roblems character on the left but who speaks second. It's

es' parents pretty easy to mess this up. | had to stare at it for

home" to a few seconds before | realized | read it Morse act
g people backwards. Morse's dialogue should at least be on and compl
| the bottom half of the panel. writing ir

Okay, okay! I'm sorry!
fobe scared of Fern, he's asecondary,

Oh, Fern. You need
‘which megns he was a mortal once.

1o calm down. This is
{

) Wehers Hof mid...
her nuthouse with barred
windows. How convenient.

into the hospital
with them, or stay
outside with me?

Smoke takes it upon himself |

. to look after Morse. You
fhebrswhat

he wants |1l ) know. The child they 1
o <0y kidnapped in the middle of .
the night. In the modern comic

2,
r— /| Bothsound o appeating. | pyromaniac. It's a tr


arby

arby

arby

arby

arby

This is a kind of cartoonish and misinformed depiction of a "troubled youth camp" or privately funded mental hospital? It's hard to tell because I didn't really know what I was doing. It's a depiction informed entirely by movies & my angsty imagination. That being said, I was legitimately scared of ending up in places like this since I was a child for a variety of reasons, so that fueled some of my exaggeration. I guess the biggest bit of misinformation I had at the time was not realizing psych wards did not hold people for life anymore, which doesn't matter much because that just replaced some horrible problems (institutionalization) with other horrible problems (homelessness). Anyways, I pictured Rhodes' parents paying some unethical people running a "home" to lock him away, which is definitely something people still manage to do to the disabled.

The text flow in this panel is reversed. I still make this kind of mistake, because you have a character on the left but who speaks second. It's pretty easy to mess this up. I had to stare at it for a few seconds before I realized I read it backwards. Morse's dialogue should at least be on the bottom half of the panel.

Morse actually coming out and complaining about the writing inconsistencies.

Smoke takes it upon himself to look after Morse. You know. The child they kidnapped in the middle of the night.

In the modern comic, Fern will still be a bit of a pyromaniac. It's a trait that tends to fall by the wayside so I feel like I haven't properly characterized it yet. I'm going to try and demonstrate the natural progression of Fern's character more clearly in the new comic, but it's kind of challenging because he's that trope of a character who wants and tries to be good, but tends to overindulge the senses. I don't want him to be like, zany, but he kind of is. 


I'msorry to disturb you,

ma‘am.. but I'm your brother

Lem'’s boyfriend, Darcy.

e
T

»oppe-m‘ ang
)

Okay. Toke off your shoes
and come in.

Why the heck does Darcy have
to introduce himself? | guess I'd
decided May and Lem were a
lot more distant or that Darcy's
relationship was a new
development that May wasn't
aware of because of her hermit it atmerinconvenient

Ilfes(yle This is sllly though o e

Here it comes - | think this is my

most embarrassing info dump! Modern May would be a bit more
. y courteous than this, though Darcy _
AE i said something kind of rude. ~)

, R
=2 J\l\ K\ //;""
Fortunat that you don' e here then,

isn'tit2 What would you like to know?
==
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Here it comes - I think this is my most embarrassing info dump!

Why the heck does Darcy have to introduce himself? I guess I'd decided May and Lem were a lot more distant or that Darcy's relationship was a new development that May wasn't aware of because of her hermit lifestyle. This is silly though. 

Modern May would be a bit more courteous than this, though Darcy said something kind of rude.


Our parents are the dieties Sun and
Universe. Cal and | were fraternal
twins. He was born first, making him

babies, soLem was dumped
enCal.too.Rae was ateenage

the oldest and most powerful
entityof Feidic.
ur fother wosn't / correctly, they were all
faithful, and had another | // { very happy together...but
T~ childawhile ofter with Rae beganto feel excluded..

Moon. The Sunwas
nd

Idoubt Col did it on purpose...
L

destroyed. He was our
hall-brother, Raenerial

The Sun hod no interestin raising

=4

on. his natur
you would

relationship, pet

ope else BUT us back then. There [| Cal was so busy raising Lem, Roe felt
were nosodielolfaboos or any - [| unwanted. He ran away. Cal was crushed.
Lem made up oll thot stuff ater. ] adore each other.. its uncanny...

Mot long after Roe left, the Sun decided
suddenly she was interested in
; 4

ol's nagging
HE

= wor. I was casy enouch

- o3 wondertul anymo e

toLem, especially B
" rewthathe was a nag,
1 arievingafter v
Y the missing child

Moon broughi the N The Sun offered him | [ritsmddiblynss !
childto Callo keep power..tought him ho :
ot : oughi ba {ivin things fafled. All the plani Foidi

5 Itwas very ualy. Lem, pissed
ke his own. They worldto control.. pepeiorh

y close,

7

How to use his

werto (W

The only explanation | have for this crime is that |
had finally just solidified the backstory and was eager
to tell it, so | just dumped it as soon as possible into
the next page without thinking about how to illustrate
it. This page is a one way ticket to comics jail. This is
the dramatic impetus behind the story and it's just
dumped out in a single page in one long, unbroken
diatribe. :'( RIP this page, and me

“It's all Cal's foult,”

M2 don't think either of them
1oatingis an ugly, blind sort
lover Col os much s they.
still ove them just os much
other, not like the Sun,
had ereated.

logether. They hodno

y--he helped beinaitinto

3¢ went absolutely mad. He

prophecy, and became

He would have annibilated

izing what he'd doneto Cal. |
he scene...l locked Rae

later to becomé
theSun's
favorite chil

AT

\ \into Cal’s gaping chest. God, | can still
see the blood splattered everywhere. . They
played init like children with fingerpalots.

1doublwe' Rae, L

| hight

i because
i



The only explanation I have for this crime is that I had finally just solidified the backstory and was eager to tell it, so I just dumped it as soon as possible into the next page without thinking about how to illustrate it. This page is a one way ticket to comics jail. This is the dramatic impetus behind the story and it's just dumped out in a single page in one long, unbroken diatribe. :'( RIP this page, and me


At this point, I'm pretty sure | was using a
nib pen to ink the comic, instead of just
pencils. It's still quite grainy but there's A,
any discernible line variation.

T

OW!Fern,
What- --

Dy RUN, NOW! &
==

Also, at this point, | was still using a mouse on the
§ computer, but | had switched from Photoshop to Painter
for coloring the comic. The idea of using Painter without
a drawing tablet is absurd to me nowadays, but |
certainly managed to muddle through back then. | used
the Liquid Ink tool in Painter for the blood on these
/ pages, and | had a lot of fun!



At this point, I'm pretty sure I was using a nib pen to ink the comic, instead of just pencils. It's still quite grainy but there's any discernible line variation.

Also, at this point, I was still using a mouse on the computer, but I had switched from Photoshop to Painter for coloring the comic. The idea of using Painter without a drawing tablet is absurd to me nowadays, but I certainly managed to muddle through back then.  I used the Liquid Ink tool in Painter for the blood on these pages, and I had a lot of fun!


~

It's so weird that | went immediately from some
of the most artless info-dumpage in comic
history to my most kinetic scene in the comic
yet. | ... have no explanation for this. |
remember | was definitely excited to depict
some senseless violence, however. This was a

scene | actually imagined ahead of time with N\ K
some level of choreography and visuals, and  +, “
the backstory was kind of like, "Well | already ‘. 75
drew this for the dream sequence so | don't N 7.7/ 8 [
want to do that again, right? So I'll just have
May explain it." Except it took like 5,000 words 7
on a single comic page to do that. Oops. Yt A :
-~ . > ) g ; :
G e A
— * N y b
oo S .
3 D o
. —-
7 S
Z
( We haven'tever siaried
yet, sir.
g %
) L |

Hurhur, Rae talking like a super
villain is actually hilarious to me.
He's such a dingus. 2

| y Ny S

Ah, how I've dreamt of smashing your head in with i 3
my very own hands, Moranerial. You've stood in " m"“’“'lm"l'd'"‘e‘“',c {ron,
my way one too many times. But | mustsay, 2 ‘::uu;z'«r 28
I'm disappointed. Aren't you being a little easy? = / \



It's so weird that I went immediately from some of the most artless info-dumpage in comic history to my most kinetic scene in the comic yet.  I ... have no explanation for this. I remember I was definitely excited to depict some senseless violence, however. This was a scene I actually imagined ahead of time with some level of choreography and visuals, and the backstory was kind of like, "Well I already drew this for the dream sequence so I don't want to do that again, right? So I'll just have May explain it." Except it took like 5,000 words on a single comic page to do that. Oops.

Hurhur, Rae talking like a super villain is actually hilarious to me. He's such a dingus.


wouldn'tbe a sc

f | Why the HELL doyoutoy
i with me, Rge. What did
y. everdo 16 you?

Is this a shonen
manga all of a

Because llike ~_
1o fuek withyou,
Fem,irsas
simple as
that,

Yougetexcited
about the
littiest things.
Youreally
do askfor

| still really like this color palette of

1 having everything black/gray except
s‘u'dden? ; for the red and orange of the fire
) L and blood.
O
’

5 Some of these drawings are definitely

\

That,afidyou're extremely

-~ - PESKY
v

better than others, but there's plenty
of movement and | think | made it
pretty clear what's happening? Which
was a triumph at the time.
e N
This dialogue could use some work, though. | was
trying to do this really villainous speech seriously,
but it comes off kind of prudish and old-fashioned.
It's weird how you can look back at something,
realize you were taking it way more seriously than
you would now, and yet you made it goofier than
intended because of tone-deafness or whatever.



Is this a shonen manga all of a sudden?

I still really like this color palette of having everything black/gray except for the red and orange of the fire and blood.

Some of these drawings are definitely better than others, but there's plenty of movement and I think I made it pretty clear what's happening? Which was a triumph at the time. 

This dialogue could use some work, though. I was trying to do this really villainous speech seriously, but it comes off kind of prudish and old-fashioned. It's weird how you can look back at something, realize you were taking it way more seriously than you would now, and yet you made it goofier than intended because of tone-deafness or whatever.


Soery | can't play longer, Fern, but I have
have business.

o4

e

Raaae! Aren'tyou
evengoing to say
hello to me?

Why show Mid
actually grabbing
Rae's arm, when you
could just show a
disembodied anime
/ eye? Budgetary
i constraints?

A !
\
\ ) / .
\ 4
\ W
| X »
]
J\
:
H M
Rt
Timeloput /AP
you out of ¢
commission 1y
for awhit, '
"
.

To think, this is technically
the firsttime you and | have
ever met. | was beginning
to think you would never
come out...

You're even
handsomer
than | imagined!

Pluswe haven't A well..
spoken for solong. I L\ you're only. saying
/ that..Mid...

o~ )3

2N

I'm not really fond of what a woobie |
made of Rae here. If | were to redo

Alot of this entir
motives: show a
which were things
in a lot of pieces o
Fern can heal, v

this, | think he'd put up a bit more senseless violer
resistance. Mid diffuses the situation time, it was ex

a bit too fast. But, well...| doubt this e/ regretting it imme

- entire sequence will have any place | f moved on fre
¥ in the new story. This is actually a 7 experience. Violer
part of the story I'm going to either you can heal up f

skip, or do with Morse alone or with Jojo's Bizarre Ad

other characters. gradual ramp L

characters, and th:
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Why show Mid actually grabbing Rae's arm, when you could just show a disembodied anime eye? Budgetary constraints?

I'm not really fond of what a woobie I made of Rae here. If I were to redo this, I think he'd put up a bit more resistance. Mid diffuses the situation a bit too fast. But, well...I doubt this entire sequence will have any place in the new story. This is actually a part of the story I'm going to either skip, or do with Morse alone or with other characters.

A lot of this entire scene is subsumed into basic motives: show adorable yaois, and show blood, which were things that just went together somehow in a lot of pieces of media at the time. I figured, hey, Fern can heal, what would it hurt for there to be senseless violence? I think people liked it at the time, it was exciting! But I remember kind of regretting it immediately because how expediently I moved on from it kind of trivialized Fern's experience. Violence is still really fucked up, even if you can heal up from it. If this were something like Jojo's Bizarre Adventure, at least there would be a gradual ramp up to the healing abilities of the characters, and that tension would help fuel the story and make you care about the characters ("I don't want anything bad to happen to this person"). I kind of just don't do this again, at least not for a really long while. It's just here for the indulgence of it (and to show Rae is an asshole).


Reading this now as an adult,
this dialogue somehow
reminds me of a Sonic comic,
and now I'm imagining an
echidna version of Fern and |
want to die.

ething wrong with this place..it
looks abandoned in parts, butit's being used

| wanted to hint that
there might be magic
shenanigans going
on in Arduc, too, with
Fern's comment
here. | never followed

it up though.



Reading this now as an adult, this dialogue somehow reminds me of a Sonic comic, and now I'm imagining an echidna version of Fern and I want to die.

I wanted to hint that there might be magic shenanigans going on in Arduc, too, with Fern's comment here. I never followed it up though.

At least Rhodes has a big room?


Rae.. Why'd you attack

Bah. Thet was just 1| / 4
alove top, And he || ™ \
WAS getlingin my I ]

‘Why do you think? Lem is going o iry and stulf
me back in Col the first chance he gets. I'm NOT
oing back in there, damnit. Ineed the extra
juice after being held up salong.| don't know why |

Ineed!o ix on this planet, starting with Lem's
treatement of the holflings. s my faull that
started in the first place, and I'm going o stop t. _

We're onyour side,
i Rae, please believe me.
Doublless you'llfight
| switched back to pencils for this
page, and filled in the characters. |  fishtagainstus. Feen
was still struggling to figure out what orettke veu.buy
look | liked best for the art. Honestly cencerns.
I think I'm resigned to changing my o
techniques up on the regular as a
matter of course to keep myself
interested, albeit in less noticeable

R A |

So Rae's motive here is so seize power so that he can
resist Lem. | think a better touch for this entire sequence -
would have been to have the siblings emphasize that
they think Rae is mindless and uncontrollable. Instead |
there's some weak statements about how Rae will
inevitably destroy the world, when in fact Rae is kind of
necessary by the logic of the elemental system to
restore balance to the world. Once he pops out, he's ,//
unstable, but he'll come over to your side of things if you =
convince him it's in his best interest. It's kind of
¢ underwhelming. | mean, Mid isn't the sharpest knife in
the drawer, and he manages to control him immediately.
| guess part of this is that I'm trying to make Lem look
like a hysterical liar, but on the other hand, Rae DID
actually threaten to destroy the world. The whole thing is
rather awkward. In the new comic | haven't fleshed out
all of these details yet, but | can say that balance is
going to come up a lot more as a very important
concern of the elementals, and Rae's absence is a big R
problem for that balance. "
Just doing my job...
F



I switched back to pencils for this page, and filled in the characters. I was still struggling to figure out what look I liked best for the art. Honestly I think I'm resigned to changing my techniques up on the regular as a matter of course to keep myself interested, albeit in less noticeable 

So Rae's motive here is so seize power so that he can resist Lem. I think a better touch for this entire sequence would have been to have the siblings emphasize that they think Rae is mindless and uncontrollable. Instead there's some weak statements about how Rae will inevitably destroy the world, when in fact Rae is kind of necessary by the logic of the elemental system to restore balance to the world. Once he pops out, he's unstable, but he'll come over to your side of things if you convince him it's in his best interest. It's kind of underwhelming. I mean, Mid isn't the sharpest knife in the drawer, and he manages to control him immediately. I guess part of this is that I'm trying to make Lem look like a hysterical liar, but on the other hand, Rae DID actually threaten to destroy the world. The whole thing is rather awkward. In the new comic I haven't fleshed out all of these details yet, but I can say that balance is going to come up a lot more as a very important concern of the elementals, and Rae's absence is a big problem for that balance.


S Yes. Spasticis agood
forit,

Don'tyou have some sort
of elemental of LOVE or
NICE FEELINGS or anything
ofthe kind?

no, actually. There are nine
<= elementals...Death, life, good, evil,
water, earth, air, fire, and time.

Andallofyou
are animale?

o /4,//1/

On this page, it's Morse is like "This magic system
back to inking sucks | want a refund”
with a pen!

Death is @ crow, Life s asnoke, Fire is
snake, Good is a swan. Airis an albalross, Earth s afox,
Time i @ winged horse. Mid, by the way,

is @ horse. Time s his mother.

W-what about

blue squirrets?

Because there's one on my arm.

Oh...that'd be Vivanerial, elemental
ofwater.

2/ ¥hatde SOURRGLSEavelodowll
Oh, nevermind. Is he dangeros

\

Depends on your

Laying out basic I always think of this scene as belng VERY early
information. Had | in the comic, but it's actually way in here. Wow,
realized that | hadn't done the cross hatching on Morse's shirt in this panel
this yet? That's silly. actually looks pretty good except for a couple of
spots. Viv is more of a Faidian musk rat in the
new comic. I'm designing a new creature for him,
but it will still functionally be a squirrel. He'll still
be blue, of course, but unfortunately not a marill
because | don't want to get sued by Gamefreak.



On this page, it's back to inking with a pen!

Morse is like "This magic system sucks I want a refund"

Laying out basic information. Had I realized that I hadn't done this yet? That's silly.

I always think of this scene as being VERY early in the comic, but it's actually way in here. Wow, the cross hatching on Morse's shirt in this panel actually looks pretty good except for a couple of spots. Viv is more of a Faidian musk rat in the new comic. I'm designing a new creature for him, but it will still functionally be a squirrel. He'll still be blue, of course, but unfortunately not a marill because I don't want to get sued by Gamefreak.


“sigh*
Tch. My apologies, Miss. e 7 They're really coming out

meet =7 . of the woodwork, aren't
Stop scaring the natives, Folanerial, ¥, 3 | they... \l
Viv. N\ elemental

of air. He's

oneofLem's

secondaries,

ifthat means

anything to you.

Just in time, Fola Wow. | love this drawing of ouwant|
and Viv arrive with Viv. There's just something
some Fresh Anime about it. He makes a cute

Bullshit. mascot animal. I'mhere for the same

\—reuson you are, Smoke. .
A\ Everyone's talking about it.
1don’t know why this little pest
Fola heard there was going to be some 7 orin i b

elemental action and he ran over here to spoil ¢

it. Most of the motivations for anyone being 9

anywhere are pretty weak in this story for a

long time. | had a lot of trouble resisting the

urge to just introduce characters one after

another out of enthusiasm and wanting to

hurry the story along.

| had probably only drawn Fola's hair like this a few times
at this point and it was really awkward and hard for me to
draw. All of the characters are "hard" for me to draw at
this point, but Fola was particularly difficult for me to be
happy with. The things you get hung up on...

P et
b -~ gesseen

Because of my social circle at the time and some abusive
dynamics that were going on all up in there, | was not able to
come right out and say this until now, more than 10 years
later: Fola is ace. | thought of him as ace when | was drawing
this page and it stuck. Viv of course is a silly oversexed
{ character and this is an inappropriate joke in a lot of ways, but
Fola and Viv are best friends and they have a really amazing
and close relationship. | wanted to depict an ace character
who was very close to someone else without it being sexual.
As deep as | was in the yaoitimes, | really wanted to see a ‘Hmm, well 1 -

character dynamic like this, so | made it happen. Oh for the love of
5/ 1 . god, stop HUMPING me!
0 g "



Just in time, Fola and Viv arrive with some Fresh Anime Bullshit. 

Wow. I love this drawing of Viv. There's just something about it. He makes a cute mascot animal.

Fola heard there was going to be some elemental action and he ran over here to spoil it. Most of the motivations for anyone being anywhere are pretty weak in this story for a long time. I had a lot of trouble resisting the urge to just introduce characters one after another out of enthusiasm and wanting to hurry the story along. 

I had probably only drawn Fola's hair like this a few times at this point and it was really awkward and hard for me to draw. All of the characters are "hard" for me to draw at this point, but Fola was particularly difficult for me to be happy with. The things you get hung up on...

Because of my social circle at the time and some abusive dynamics that were going on all up in there, I was not able to come right out and say  this until now, more than 10 years later:  Fola is ace. I thought of him as ace when I was drawing this page and it stuck. Viv of course is a silly oversexed character and this is an inappropriate joke in a lot of ways, but Fola and Viv are best friends and they have a really amazing and close relationship. I wanted to depict an ace character who was very close to someone else without it being sexual.  As deep as I was in the yaoitimes, I really wanted to see a character dynamic like this, so I made it happen.


e 22 e - —£L_wientaafe here...the places

Definitely something | dealt with as a teenager, "™
though this is kind of a toss-off joke situation in the ~ oneinvitedm-metohis
) ; . ) nouse and then afer
first place, is that a lot of the guys | interacted with  cwhite he eskedit
were very unreliable. You'd end up having to walk ~|weuldgecutwith
"\ home or call your parents for a ride because they'd  endtheniesked
drag you somewhere and then decide they Were  anghe saidhe wasnt
going to stay for 8 hours and you had to either put ey fercommitiment
up with it & get dragged onwards, or get ditched. It~ dumpiname
) e and hodto leave so
was a strange kind of abusive thing that no one had  ivebeenstandinghere
i h
warned me about but | had to learn abouton my  JCRrRiote
own once | was around kids who were 16+ and had  ocome aetmefor
use of a car. Not being able to rely on your peersto  cou..
take you home when you were ready was a pretty
big deterrent to doing...well... anything. Especially

when you grow up in the northeast where the 7/ ( knock

weather kinda precludes walking/biking for most of knock

the year. | guess this was on my mind when | did this ck
comic. One of the many reasons that | preferred the ‘
internet for socializing. TN\ k
= (v \ ck
/ ) ock
Peplease don't ock
A st
ock

/ 7, nock:
On one hand, this page is ridiculous % knock
because it's about Fletcher. On the \ : knock
, other, at least I'm demonstrating that \ \ 1 knock
’/ Lem actually has a decent relationship /, i knock
with some of his constituents. His knock
mostly-positive relationship will carry 4 no
over into the new comic, with some 7N knock|
dramatic caveats. =X < knock
- 7/ knock
< _1/Az [ TN\

1A\ Oh man, you can tell how DONE | am with Fletche

) did not even try. | don't know why | had to kill him

dropped him with no explanation, but | felt this cc

' /\) 9/ what I'd started or whatever. There are parts of i
C ¢ explanation entirely but | guess this just had to ge

like Lem having a sword was like bringing a gun c

\ |
7| wowvou NAV( LonofAIR

ISNTTHAT PRETTY GIRLY Fe my head to make good on all the talk that the
AT e aoiiave  dangerous to mortals, too. But since Fletcher is ¢
IT BECAUSE IMBUSY CLEANING doesn't really accomplish anything of tru

MY RETAINER AND THAT'S MORE
IMPORTANT THAN ANYTHING 4 72


Definitely something I dealt with as a teenager, though this is kind of a toss-off joke situation in the first place, is that a lot of the guys I interacted with were very unreliable. You'd end up having to walk home or call your parents for a ride because they'd drag you somewhere and then decide they were going to stay for 8 hours and you had to either put up with it & get dragged onwards, or get ditched. It was a strange kind of abusive thing that no one had warned me about but I had to learn about on my own once I was around kids who were 16+ and had use of a car. Not being able to rely on your peers to take you home when you were ready was a pretty big deterrent to doing...well... anything. Especially when you grow up in the northeast where the weather kinda precludes walking/biking for most of the year. I guess this was on my mind when I did this comic. One of the many reasons that I preferred the internet for socializing.

On one hand, this page is ridiculous because it's about Fletcher. On the other, at least I'm demonstrating that Lem actually has a decent relationship with some of his constituents. His mostly-positive relationship will carry over into the new comic, with some dramatic caveats.

Oh man, you can tell how DONE I am with Fletcher in this dialogue. I did not even try. I don't know why I had to kill him, I could have just dropped him with no explanation, but I felt this compulsion to finish what I'd started or whatever. There are parts of the comic that lack explanation entirely but I guess this just had to get done! I think I felt like Lem having a sword was like bringing a gun on stage. I had it in my head to make good on all the talk that the elementals were dangerous to mortals, too. But since Fletcher is a joke character, it doesn't really accomplish anything of true weight.


What's that? You don't want to?
Well, you don't really have a ochoice in this

satter, DO you.

Yea.. something dessply wrong hera.

Ha'a perfaat.

There ha ia.

I know you can hsar ma.

Suti's dialogue is a strange digression from the usual
flow of the comic. He's omniscient in Arduc, so he's
kind of just sensing out the Faidian elementals, while
at the same time not quite grasping what's happening
yet. He has his plan of revenge but it's desperate and Lh 1 A one ..
unlikely to succeed because of how disgustingly
strong the elementals have gotten from devouring Aga mora ..
other worlds. Suti has gotten far by intimidating
Rhodes but he's just a kid.

Thera's a voom in his head ..
ona. Dark, rotten, guilty ...

Yeah, mortal kid, go steal that
elemental's wallet and make
me great again

You know what you nead to do.

Ara you listening to me, you little shit?

Kelted through those locks 1ike
they were wax ....

Nothing you could aver do, hmm?

Thera's somathing wrong with

I can't wait to

a lot 1ika this

DD "UWMIOGID MWW DPUDN 70 0





Suti's dialogue is a strange digression from the usual flow of the comic. He's omniscient in Arduc, so he's kind of just sensing out the Faidian elementals, while at the same time not quite grasping what's happening yet. He has his plan of revenge but it's desperate and unlikely to succeed because of how disgustingly strong the elementals have gotten from devouring other worlds.  Suti has gotten far by intimidating Rhodes but he's just a kid.

Yeah, mortal kid, go steal that elemental's wallet and make me great again


It's been awhile... | hope they're WELL, secing this is o Callaneriallian-run
allright. How much longer project, it couldtake from one to two, oh,
do you think theyll be inthere, maybe three BILLION years.

v

Caldidnorder you
1o come, Fola..

N Alot of these panels seem to be doing that

4 -~ |\ classic "cut off the hands so you don't have
to draw them" move, but it's also just

R boring composition in general. | was never

\ < 2 that hesitant to draw hands, but | definitely

had and still have issues with mixing up my

panels for more visual interest. This is my
T & version of the "Talklng heads" problem.

i G

Ifit wasnt for YOU people

We handie our projects the wa
we wouldn't have lo be doing prole v

The night

we see it SIR.
this in the first place! | won't willend
be surprised f something eventually.
docsntael BLOWN UP Betore | the night
toght i bl Sk willend
Pay no attention eventually.

the night will
end eventually.

Wl

Class-trash was somethlng | always wanted to
include in the comic, because the branches are
supposed to have a lot of history with each other,
lots of infighting and historical resentments. But it ¥
was surprisingly difficult for me to write and make
it sound sincere. Fola's sniping is pretty weak
and half-hearted, he's not referring to anything

specific because | hadn't actually fleshed it out Viv isn't being sexual here, it's

9 enough, and Smoke is only vaguely annoyed. more like a cat person joke. |
3 Fola would still be a nitpicky weirdo nowadays would probably word this

§ but | think his dialogue could definitely stand to different or not do it at all now
i sound like it's actually based on something, because | wouldn't want Viv to
H showing the resentment instead of just trying to seem like he's flirting with her.
g tell the audience "there's something here!" when Gross

3 there clearly isn't. Not enough nuance. [~

§ \



A lot of these panels seem to be doing that classic "cut off the hands so you don't have to draw them" move, but it's also just boring composition in general. I was never that hesitant to draw hands, but I definitely had and still have issues with mixing up my panels for more visual interest. This is my version of the "Talking heads" problem.

Class-trash was something I always wanted to include in the comic, because the branches are supposed to have a lot of history with each other, lots of infighting and historical resentments. But it was surprisingly difficult for me to write and make it sound sincere. Fola's sniping is pretty weak and half-hearted, he's not referring to anything specific because I hadn't actually fleshed it out enough, and Smoke is only vaguely annoyed. Fola would still be a nitpicky weirdo nowadays but I think his dialogue could definitely stand to sound like it's actually based on something, showing the resentment instead of just trying to tell the audience "there's something here!" when there clearly isn't. Not enough nuance. 

Viv isn't being sexual here, it's more like a cat person joke. I would probably word this different or not do it at all now because I wouldn't want Viv to seem like he's flirting with her. Gross


Okay, kiddo.. Usually, | don v
‘once tonight, if you's
partof my body. | doubtyou're i this strotjacket o nothing, e

Let'ssee how
we can get yououtof
this thing ...

This is some strange dialogue
from Fern. For some reason |
never remember that he says he
doesn't like his own face here.

Suti is selectively blocking Rhodes' senses
to control him, but | would not have Fern
just blurt out in his face "you're deaf" now.
There's no reason that he would be able to
pick up on that except just ~magical
bullshit~ explanations. But there's really no
reason for Rhodes to be considered
A\ properly deaf in general. He's cursed and
Teh... you've been through hell, unresponsive, and that's generally all that
haventyou. Black scars under -
Heh, needs to be established.



This is some strange dialogue from Fern. For some reason I never remember that he says he doesn't like his own face here. 

Suti is selectively blocking Rhodes' senses to control him, but I would not have Fern just blurt out in his face "you're deaf" now. There's no reason that he would be able to pick up on that except just ~magical bullshit~ explanations. But there's really no reason for Rhodes to be considered properly deaf in general. He's cursed and unresponsive, and that's generally all that needs to be established.


Rae...I really
wish..you'd

he ‘mentols need
their chew loy. Fern's |

been fallowing suit.
‘Whatcan I5ay? He takes
alicking and keeps
onticking.

Hey. Target
initiated, or whatever.
They had him trussed
upinapoddedcell.

He's deaf, don'tknow

// / howmuch ofis cther
# sénses are crippled.

' “Hosn'tspokena
word...
you should take
over fromhere,

more fun when the victim
presents a challenge, and
‘anyway, Fernis nothing

Unwitting minions?
Don't most minions fall
into that category?

"_ Talking smack about mortals here

doesn't make a whole lot of
sense... The elementals do worse
than this. | guess instead of
"mortals" he should have said
something more general like
"people," or more specific like
"people who run for-profit homes
for the disabled" or whatever this
place is supposed to be.



Unwitting minions? Don't most minions fall into that category? 

Talking smack about mortals here doesn't make a whole lot of sense... The elementals do worse than this. I guess instead of "mortals" he should have said something more general like "people," or more specific like "people who run for-profit homes for the disabled" or whatever this place is supposed to be.


Eee. He may hove been
- the new face of evil,
but I'msure his parents

Ifthe parents have any

care about him ... 'msure
he wasn't really aware
ofwhat he was doing wrong...

It's.. just s0 sad. So youna,
and he didn't even have
achanee to change his

Oh, allRIGHT.
anecco.Hopey

Yaytiget —
tokeep him?

<
)
2

ot
£ oo )
Wow, | absolutely forgot this
page even exists. Necco
Fletcher wasn't something
that stayed with me.

Mm hm. Il leave a note for the parents saying
he ran oft with gypsies.
N L /Y

X My parents always threate
Yev  our cats with being sold



Wow, I absolutely forgot this page even exists. Necco Fletcher wasn't something that stayed with me.

My parents always threatened our cats with being sold to gypsies when they were bad, so this was just something in my vocabulary. Wouldn't include this now because it is racist.


Terrific. What isthis, an
International conference?
How long have you been
waiting?
L mi It'sno matter. Here they come.
Ifound Smoke!

S\ Fola must be standing on a box to
be taller than Smoke here

¥ \

: y i

9|

|

/ \
/)| Wt } Ah.Rae..
the nice non-violent -
behavior | asked you about..
\ - . \
Everybody's finally together.
4

< (N —


Fola must be standing on a box to be taller than Smoke here

Everybody's finally together. 


Hne
SON OF A WHORC

ST LIk
Pl
/= ~ Fola S'ays CIassV and Irawn anime style. We ALL
4 steps out jated. They're not goingto...
blow up anything,
LA

)
Ithink itstime forX.
Vivand 1o take &

Some of these Jokes | read them and
our leave.

I'm like, well that's me but it's a past
me...But this joke about "Anime Style" ...
1don'tthink so. They

| might have made this today
consider this sort of Wehave togetRi...
thing bonding.

: ern. Cnnvnuhnndlelms’ :
[ / / (( God, Rho..

{ | ) ,,, what happened
RNV \ B e,

This tone of, "lets put the fun
back in dysfunctional" type
humor, is definitely no longer ™

'

\/ something I'm into. ]
Nl A i .

oornsweqm ) Scared? 1 LA

They're not ready i : v ar la

tofight for real . Primaries? are gone. We

yet. Ithinkthey're Maybe N

both scared out B

of their minds, frankly.. . SR NI ¢


Fola stays classy and steps out

Some of these jokes, I read them and I'm like, well that's me but it's a past me...But this joke about "Anime Style" ... I might have made this today

This tone of, "lets put the fun back in dysfunctional" type humor, is definitely no longer something I'm into.

Scared? Primaries? Maybe


ding cong My nose-bloody hell -~ fucking wall
Don'tuse the bell, idiot, |
have the key someplace..

Sez YOU.... Mid, do you have
100 know
where they
are~_~This

one...attacked

Htinkle
etinkle*

“thud* OW! GODDAMNIT! WHO put

this WAL here 2l

KILL u:

Oops..Smokeget the ight.
1303 0 simple cnaugh questian. m
i cndeold, woni 1o
Better put some No problem then,
newspaper ecause we're
Huskhow The whole gang comes back ireacy dead
untit can't s i hi 3
Lorvae & fonsoine  to the house. Cal's in his i
munching Trial> What is going ON3! boudoir drinking wine like a smart

ON
i TR goth AOL chat room
~ \ -
N

!

Should have
changed the

Calis a crow, so he collects tons of

things and clutters the house with
them. | wanted to illustration his
nest-lining habit with this room.



The whole gang comes back to the house. Cal's in his boudoir drinking wine like a goth AOL chat room

Cal is a crow, so he collects tons of things and clutters the house with them. I wanted to illustration his nest-lining habit with this room. 


u/“

& /
smoke,youseent |
. o

[ V! Morse,
debacle when we get home. We would

|ok¢envruwilhus' alitle longer
i

imon A /
abe )

d
10 aur council, wha'll thén decide

s

‘we'd be honored 10 have you stay here.
= )=/

| Jootomiess ¢
- fottthis sturr.

= —tsure hope you're not

Wow, I'd love to keep
this stupid dialogue
about dwarves. This is
like something my wife

cleaned last

7\&\ ‘t‘. \T

u

| doubt Morse has ever
been in a house like this

one. | imagined her family

as pretty strait-laced.
\ N |

and | would say now.

BP<AE |
(A Y
Fuh? What Duarves?
We keep dwarves now?
/ They better not have

Vs like this

twas just ajoke,
em.



Wow, I'd love to keep this stupid dialogue about dwarves. This is like something my wife and I would say now.

I doubt Morse has ever been in a house like this one. I imagined her family as pretty strait-laced.


Pardon me for asking...but what
IS this thing?

Whatare you
doing o poor
Maorse this time?

onveniently, Mid is
\eaving out the bit about

| the ifle bastards crawling
into your bed at night
and sucking your bod:
fluids out with their

X XFerns' exaggeraling, Morse,
they are equipped witha
notural anaesthetic o yo
1 don'tfee athing. They're quite
There are lols o friendly, loveable animats, really.
they're hiding inthe walls. They're scared
oflight, 50 i you don't wanl them to bother
0u, you can justturn the lamp on.

N :
N The dialogue is flowing a little bit
better now. Asking about the
nillits is certainly a reasonable
thing to do. And | still fully
endorse using anime emoticons
in comics. | should probably work
emoji into New Grayling.

beautifully. Without
you, this endeaver
would never have
gone 0 smoothly.

Oh..1..u-um...thank you..



The dialogue is flowing a little bit better now. Asking about the nillits is certainly a reasonable thing to do. And I still fully endorse using anime emoticons in comics. I should probably work emoji into New Grayling.

Cal the predator


Cal, I can't thank

you enough for

the kindness you've

shownme...

1don'tthink I've

everbeentreated

s well as this by

an adult, or .. anybody,

really. But I'mhoping

that, as an adull, you

canalso understand of ageless beings
how..um.. Confused inanother world
and scared

Iamright now.

Morse sits uncomfortably

in this no doubt very musty
museum grade chair

"~/ oppearing and disoppearing, fighting,
7 s allsoconfusing, I borely know
what's going on, ond whether I'm
doingthe right hing

Remember, o3 amortal, you re special, prolected.
I¥'s we clementals who have fo put up
with the evil illans ond so forth, and we're
Cal has a lot of surface
level charm so | think this
kind of interaction is still
accurate to his character,
but I'm looking forward to oy 7
writing it now and having o
him say just completely that
ridiculous shit because of combortiag. _
‘completely, Morsd how dumb he is.
Imsorry we haven't
e N\

you, but necessity makes us
hasty. | cannot promise absolutely nothing will



Morse sits uncomfortably in this no doubt very musty museum grade chair

Cal has a lot of surface level charm so I think this kind of interaction is still accurate to his character, but I'm looking forward to writing it now and having him say just completely ridiculous shit because of how dumb he is.
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Mid doing little household

work things. I'm not sure
\ that's a trait that will carry
rethe) ol over to the new Mid.

I'm sure I'l still make light / pu| \ \SP Y
of how petty these two can '/ /4 7

be in the new version of - P\/ Yes..| Ev\rvor{c\selsmbcd

the comic, but betterer ~ - / They can't fight all night, can
/ they? I set up abed for Roe

butl don't knowif he'll want

ljustneed tofeed,
that's all. 11l
be fine.

| guess Lem can just tell by
looking at him, but the way this
is worded is comically abrupt

Gotta chug Yes..over /
some of that Forohiaolill .
primary { What could
juice { 4 / Rae be
Y thinking!?



I'm sure I'll still make light of how petty these two can be in the new version of the comic, but betterer

Mid doing little household work things. I'm not sure that's a trait that will carry over to the new Mid.

Gotta chug some of that primary juice

I guess Lem can just tell by looking at him, but the way this is worded is comically abrupt

What could Rae be thinking!?


We're deep in yaoi trope territory.
| do think it's funny that Rae,
after umpteen years, is finally
with his boyfriend in the flesh, but
he's totally distracted by the
prospect of banging Lem's
\ boyfriend - a person he's never
even met - out of sheer spite. It's
ridiculous but also true to his
character

This TV with an arrow is just
so weird. | don't remember
doing that. What was |
thinking? It makes me laugh.

1

Fern was always
slightly tsundere or at
least very sarcastic or

facetious. This isn't
really much of a joke
but he is joking.

A



We're deep in yaoi trope territory. I do think it's funny that Rae, after umpteen years, is finally with his boyfriend in the flesh, but he's totally distracted by the prospect of banging Lem's boyfriend - a person he's never even met - out of sheer spite. It's ridiculous but also true to his character

This TV with an arrow is just so weird. I don't remember doing that. What was I thinking? It makes me laugh.

Fern was always slightly tsundere or at least very sarcastic or facetious. This isn't really much of a joke but he is joking.


parts 0 Az\ Vi do www.arbo
are you i Yes.. = i\ 1 golthe story from May, Lem. | would ve
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// ff 1 N 7

up the universe, HE
| does. Well, actually,
/ 1don'thave a bloody
cluc what he wants
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| especially hate how Darcy's comforting

him after that absurd sequence where foa Lgm!
Lem hit him. But this was the standard of —  Spoilers!
the time - gotta maximize the angst >_< S
How else will my teen ass get high \
3 I'médying.
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Darcy is so mother henny here. I think it's that yaoi trope of the uke doing feminine things. I guess Lem could use some spoiling or whatever right now, but isn't Darcy famished or whatever?

"I'm stupid" Lem yelled into Darcy's eyeballs

Lem's depression and poor self esteem will definitely make a comeback in the new comic, and then some!

I especially hate how Darcy's comforting him after that absurd sequence where Lem hit him. But this was the standard of the time - gotta maximize the angst >_< How else will my teen ass get high

Lem! Spoilers!


Now you're just being

‘/( Youall usually
melodramatic. You ca complaintht you've

die, you'
OfLIFE.

ThIS should have been a major plot
point, actually shown in the actions
and scenes of the comic. Instead |
just plopped it down here. It occurs
to me that part of the problem with
Old Grayling is that it's basically
just note-taking. | always
considered it a "draft" and
therefore "notes" on that level, but
there are definitely much larger
chunks like this one that make it
unsuitable for an actual audience.

o tnis rate, 11l be 100 weak o
keep a physical form.

Ouiet, you.
‘You're nol going anywhere. I' make sure of it

It's amazing reading this dialogue
nowadays because | totally disagree
with this. | was trying to be "adult"
about these concepts and excuse
abusive peoples' bad behaviors like,
"Maybe someone abused me, but I'm
just as bad, so it's okay." Absolutely
not.

Uhae

Lem. pleose

=)

At least this scene reminds me |

am really enjoying the chance to
redo Lem's character and get it
right this time in New Grayling.

| was leveling up and used some
Photoshop brushes in the background
here. Except for the vacuum of empty
space (where I'm putting this note now)
this isn't the worst. Lets you really soak
in those yaoi rays



This should have been a major plot point, actually shown in the actions and scenes of the comic. Instead I just plopped it down here. It occurs to me that part of the problem with Old Grayling is that it's basically just note-taking. I always considered it a "draft" and therefore "notes" on that level, but there are definitely much larger chunks like this one that make it unsuitable for an actual audience.

It's amazing reading this dialogue nowadays because I totally disagree with this. I was trying to be "adult" about these concepts and excuse abusive peoples' bad behaviors like, "Maybe someone abused me, but I'm just as bad, so it's okay." Absolutely not.

At least this scene reminds me I am really enjoying the chance to redo Lem's character and get it right this time in New Grayling.

I was leveling up and used some Photoshop brushes in the background here. Except for the vacuum of empty space (where I'm putting this note now) this isn't the worst. Lets you really soak in those yaoi rays.......


PO et o= o a Basuse yourre an tgaorast
mortal, you probably thisk
Do youspdthity e g 1nihadis .. hess peopls will SAVE you.
gl s Thay're & lot 11ks me,
. 3 -~ ¥ motually...But worse.
They re 411 Willeray you aow.
They have a nise little fagade
going hers, but I won't be
Booisa s shcond tine:

g0 away Suti..

They're all killers! | really put way
too much emphasis on the killing
in the dialogue. Probably because £=
. |struggled to get these concepts #
* across in the art. Now | can just fill ~
an entire page with blood instead
of repeating myself.
Now who's giving ordsr ? 4 .
I told you not to 40 thati ¥ ? p y
It plases ms off royally.

I'm tired.. please let me sleep.. ~ & 4 B . thats it
for now! |
hope you
enjoyed all

the words |
had to say to
my past self,
and | hope
you'll hang
in there for
the next
segment of
The
Annotated
. Grayling! <8

Trying to make Suti sound as villainous as | could,
even though Suti isn't really that villainous a
character? Well, he's the bad man and we're

supposed to be scared of him, so | thought | had to

have him say these things. Suti has a reason to be a
jerk, but not quite as messy and long-winded as this.

I don't think he'd have to continuously bully Rhodes
to stay in control. At this point, | haven't really

fleshed out how I'm going to do this part of the store

in the modern iteration, because | have a lot more
things | need to do first before getting to this - the
story being in chronological order now and all. |
definitely want to give Suti more nuance in the
beginning so his character isn't so back-loaded.
Tavel.. thay kille

only friends and laft me to ROT. f:ﬂ:lrxs
ad.



They're all killers! I really put way too much emphasis on the killing in the dialogue. Probably because I struggled to get these concepts across in the art. Now I can just fill an entire page with blood instead of repeating myself.

Trying to make Suti sound as villainous as I could, even though Suti isn't really that villainous a character? Well, he's the bad man and we're supposed to be scared of him, so I thought I had to have him say these things. Suti has a reason to be a jerk, but not quite as messy and long-winded as this. I don't think he'd have to continuously bully Rhodes to stay in control. At this point, I haven't really fleshed out how I'm going to do this part of the store in the modern iteration, because I have a lot more things I need to do first before getting to this - the story being in chronological order now and all.  I definitely want to give Suti more nuance in the beginning so his character isn't so back-loaded.

And that's it for now! I hope you enjoyed all the words I had to say to my past self, and I hope you'll hang in there for the next segment of The Annotated Grayling! <3


| was easing into

| must have been
drawing smaller eyes x;&r: under a bad
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to run into him in a dark, dank
alley way. Especially without
pants on.



I was easing into drawing smaller eyes at this point. I also put a lot of effort into the cinematic quality of this page, since it was Curtis' "swan song," complete with stupid lyrics.

Rae is spooky. I wouldn't want to run  into him in a dark, dank alley way. Especially without pants on.


Darcy was a character belonging to a friend, who
dated Lem in our text roleplay. It wasn't so much a
deliberate choice on my part, just something that
grew organically. Lem was never supposed to be
gay & Darcy will be a girl in the new comic. Darcy
will still be a vampire, however. I'm looking
forward to depicting Faidian vampires. | love
vampire stories & always wanted to develop my
own definition & rules for the creature. | think
there's a lot of potential for vampires, but it's not
really explored much for whatever reason.

v

| used to love drawing
landscapes at dawn or sunset
with Tower in them. For me, the
image of Tower is really iconic for
the story, and would feature
heavily if it was ever animated.

This is a cat ownership joke. | never had anything
specifically in mind, but | can think of a few
examples...My family cat, Jerry, once delicately placed
a single drop of icy liquid snot on my eyelid as | lay in
my bed. A cat | live with nowadays, Gil, performs "the
Gil Chill," wherein he smears his nose & licks an area
of your skin, & then breathes on it, chilling the area and
making for an incredibly unpleasant experience. This is

the kind of thing Smoke is doing to Lem.



I used to love drawing landscapes at dawn or sunset with Tower in them. For me, the image of Tower is really iconic for the story, and would feature heavily if it was ever animated.

Darcy was a character belonging to a friend, who dated Lem in our text roleplay. It wasn't so much a deliberate choice on my part, just something that grew organically. Lem was never supposed to be gay & Darcy will be a girl in the new comic. Darcy will still be a vampire, however. I'm looking forward to depicting Faidian vampires. I love vampire stories & always wanted to develop my own definition & rules for the creature. I think there's a lot of potential for vampires, but it's not really explored much for whatever reason.

This is a cat ownership joke. I never had anything specifically in mind, but I can think of a few examples...My family cat, Jerry, once delicately placed a single drop of icy liquid snot on my eyelid as I lay in my bed. A cat I live with nowadays, Gil, performs "the Gil Chill," wherein he smears his nose & licks an area of your skin, & then breathes on it, chilling the area and making for an incredibly unpleasant experience. This is the kind of thing Smoke is doing to Lem.


right, done.

Call Mayaner, Lem.
d

This was the early aughts, & coming off the
Whedon 90s, "humorous" writing was of course
snarky mesnarksnark forced-negativity traded
barbs, forever, for no reason. | guess Lem has
plenty of excuses to be annoyed here, but this ﬁ

Fern ~handling the

SiEiEm= kind of bland snarkiness isn't really appropriate

for what's happening. I'm trying to make it
serious by having them pretentiously lecture
each other, but there's no emotional insight to
this scene.

| ended up not exploring /

this much, but Lem has |
an affinity for insects.

7

7

This scene is so anti-climactic considering the
importance of what's happening. | hadn't really put
together how significant this was for the story yet, so

i Well, now that you've gotten
me up at the crack of dawn,
are you going to clue me in

az;g V:’zy {3""9 ":e’j; ! ::g;"y it's pretty cringey for me. Even though the art was :’m':g“h‘:;l';“:'"”

it's not just becau 8 f ] ]

paséed out again. He does ) getting a bit better, in a few ways (certainly not all X locust incident,
ways...they look very gaunt) /. I'm leaving you

that for attention half the time,
you know. S
/

| %/


This scene is so anti-climactic considering the importance of what's happening. I hadn't really put together how significant this was for the story yet, so it's pretty cringey for me. Even though the art was getting a bit better, in a few ways (certainly not all ways...they look very gaunt)

Fern ~handling the situation~

This was the early aughts, & coming off the Whedon 90s, "humorous" writing was of course snarky mcsnarksnark forced-negativity traded barbs, forever, for no reason. I guess Lem has plenty of excuses to be annoyed here, but this kind of bland snarkiness isn't really appropriate for what's happening. I'm trying to make it serious by having them pretentiously lecture each other, but there's no emotional insight to this scene.

I ended up not exploring this much, but Lem has an affinity for insects. 


A

I had sooo much trouble controlling (/ 5

facial shapes & it took me a very
long time to even get any variance
going. May is supposed to have a
round face! | was trying but failing. |
still have trouble with this, though.

[\ JE R [ ===
| also could NOT draw May's hair the way |
wanted. | admit, my inability to draw her pixie
cut turned me off of drawing her for a really
long time. It's silly looking back now...

BAR L

[ ¥ou know, we'd always thought Cal had a split personality.
Often when he hit his violent episodes, his eyes would turn
a different color, his voice would change...

Herp derp we're
serious now so we
have to talk like

m\ weird bitchy robots
]
a Y / \

I may be on
2 to look out
| think you two owe me an explanation.

\P

This line is pretty true to Lem's character, though |
would probably draw him with a funnier expression,
now. It took me a long time to loosen up and do goofy

\ faces, too. Even though | loved doing jokes in my
comics, | was still struggling to do "serious" looking
art so | could do a range of dramatic situations. | also
started trying to avoid doing things that felt too
"anime" because | felt like | couldn't pull it off. Being

self-conscious, though, made things kind of stiff.

™ AN A
~ | definitely don't think May would |
A / even jokingly threaten Lem with |

We weren't really
sure what to call him then eems that his personality
wasn't split -- he was twa personalities smashed together.

! harl a niohtmare where-t
¥, put something
aver It
ein
t's
coula sense it

amile off, and it
was far from good

| A brave effort of a panel
establishing what Lem's 3
apartment looks like, but there's
way too much text in this panel.

violence, now. She'd be less quick |
to anger too.
N ~——
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I had sooo much trouble controlling facial shapes & it took me a very long time to even get any variance going. May is supposed to have a round face! I was trying but failing. I still have trouble with this, though.

Herp derp we're serious now so we have to talk like weird bitchy robots

I also could NOT draw May's hair the way I wanted. I admit, my inability to draw her pixie cut turned me off of drawing her for a really long time. It's silly looking back now...

A brave effort of a panel establishing what Lem's apartment looks like, but there's way too much text in this panel.

This line is pretty true to Lem's character, though I would probably draw him with a funnier expression, now. It took me a long time to loosen up and do goofy faces, too. Even though I loved doing jokes in my comics, I was still struggling to do "serious" looking art so I could do a range of dramatic situations. I also started trying to avoid doing things that felt too "anime" because I felt like I couldn't pull it off. Being self-conscious, though, made things kind of stiff.

I definitely don't think May would even jokingly threaten Lem with violence, now. She'd be less quick to anger too.


This is intolerable, May! If he
gets into Faidia, you realize what

the repurcussions could be?!
You have to go NOW and Iock
him up again! 7

dialogue because of how small it
is, and how it's disappearing into \
the background color.

Wow, it sounds so
simple when

£0 politely ask him

to return to our brother's
chest, then.

A 3
You H‘IOW -

Oh good! Cal, you shareda
mind with him for a long time.
You should know how to
destroy him, right?

Be quiet, all of you.

Another weird thing about my style at this )
time was the flared cuffs & pant legs. It

ballooning effect. This was a wonky thing -
I didn't even like, but | got into a habit of
doing it & didn't control it at all.

B B

wasn't just Fern who was getting a \

No, | mean it
Shut up.

\ None of you knows
what you're ( )
talking about. \



You can tell that this is important dialogue because of how small it is, and how it's disappearing into the background color.

Another weird thing about my style at this time was the flared cuffs & pant legs. It wasn't just Fern who was getting a ballooning effect. This was a wonky thing I didn't even like, but I got into a habit of doing it & didn't control it at all.


nsible for this situation

Not like | reasoned this out at the time, but it is kind
of smart for Lem to have a sword here. If they don't
want to engage in a magical battle and risk polluting
the city, they're better off using mortal style
weapons. At the time though | just thought it was
cool & then got embarrassed because it was so
trite. Even tiny story choices like this can put you
through all kinds of emotional roller coasters...

This is such forced dialogue. Lem

shouldn't have to tell the others this; they

freakin' know! It's just there to explain
what's going on to the audience.

| 7 .

I still like the idea of the elementals having stupid thematic outfits,
but I never felt like | made it land. Like | need to make them
stupider and go full camp, or stop trying altogether. I'd try & do it,
then feel kind of embarrassed because it was so goofy. In the end
| think I'd still like to play with various stupid outfits & address
changing fashions more frequently, but also the animal & "specter"
forms should cover the function of these robes anyway. This is
something based entirely on the childhood game that Grayling is
based on - the various characters wore robes that matched their

element. Kind of like a video game thing.

T Cal's line here... ugh. The

sentiment of this is accurate,
= but the way | wrote this line is
awful. This is like stuff people

Lem definitely has one of the weakest ouffits. Is he
wearing a brown t-shirt under there? | still have trouble
drawing suits - they just end up looking like bathrobes.

‘

I do still like May*:
outfit a lot.

A Al
I'heard you the


I still like the idea of the elementals having stupid thematic outfits, but I never felt like I made it land. Like I need to make them stupider and go full camp, or stop trying altogether. I'd try & do it, then feel kind of embarrassed because it was so goofy.  In the end I think I'd still like to play with various stupid outfits & address changing fashions more frequently, but also the animal & "specter" forms should cover the function of these robes anyway. This is something based entirely on the childhood game that Grayling is based on - the various characters wore robes that matched their element. Kind of like a video game thing.

This is such forced dialogue. Lem shouldn't have to tell the others this; they freakin' know! It's just there to explain what's going on to the audience.

Lem definitely has one of the weakest outfits. Is he wearing a brown t-shirt under there? I still have trouble drawing suits - they just end up looking like bathrobes.

I do still like May's outfit a lot.

Cal's line here... ugh. The sentiment of this is accurate, but the way I wrote this line is awful. This is like stuff people would shout during a bad LARP.

Not like I reasoned this out at the time, but it is kind of smart for Lem to have a sword here. If they don't want to engage in a magical battle and risk polluting the city, they're better off using mortal style weapons. At the time though I just thought it was cool & then got embarrassed because it was so trite. Even tiny story choices like this can put you through all kinds of emotional roller coasters...


Get away from there, honey.. =

Now that Curtis is dead, | guess it's time
to show Rae in a sympathetic light. |
mean a pathetic light. | mean this is

Yeah, sure...Raeisa [ some silly hurt/comfort trope stuff. | was
"kitty." A cute kitty. nuts about that stuff for a time. Now it
makes me wanna hurl.

Alleycats can take care of themselves..
© 02 MJanda hitp://arborwin.com/


Yeah, sure...Rae is a "kitty." A cute kitty. Who is terrible

Now that Curtis is dead, I guess it's time to show Rae in a sympathetic light. I mean a pathetic light. I mean this is some silly hurt/comfort trope stuff. I was nuts about that stuff for a time. Now it makes me wanna hurl.


N\ /', sugcoré ce? lo Isa elive hestelé.
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'S I'had written that Faidian
{ \\ glossary, | was gonna use it.
W\ 74

said to my friends. what a strange introduction for Mid! In one of the
5 4 | B-plot b&w strips. Doing some kind of fish out of
water thing. | kept doing this - this is just a
BNk tioo.to'th slightly tweaked version of Cal's introduction. The
/ou? You don’ ' character being oblique, confusing, & putting up
walls in the way of communication on purpose for |
no reason. This was an easy way for me to
quickly and cheaply add interest to characters  }-
and make it "rewarding" once the protagonists 3

Megatokyo. | had
figure out how to talk to them, a holdover from realized it was bad.
text roleplay.

a4 '® 02 MJanda http-//arborwia e o L/ k, ; 4 ”/

X Dyenitael ce, gja sooc'fi koo WOW! An attractive, strangely colored, ignorant
I Faguem | foreign girl! SHE'LL understand me!
jee.

Alot of the items on this
*son ist were actually things
that guys said to me, or

Understand girls. They're

o be so‘ﬂ and smell.nige and t
me I'm wonderful like mom does

This is definitely
commentary about


A lot of the items on this list were actually things that guys said to me, or said to my friends.

What a strange introduction for Mid! In one of the B-plot b&w strips. Doing some kind of fish out of water thing. I kept doing this - this is just a slightly tweaked version of Cal's introduction. The character being oblique, confusing, & putting up walls in the way of communication on purpose for no reason. This was an easy way for me to quickly and cheaply add interest to characters and make it "rewarding" once the protagonists figure out how to talk to them, a holdover from text roleplay.

I had written that Faidian glossary, I was gonna use it.

This is definitely commentary about Megatokyo. I had realized it was bad. 


There you are.
My little runaway
bunny.

/ S
& 5y

¢ 4

Excuse me, Rae. It's yaoi time.



Excuse me, Rae. It's yaoi time.

It's DAWN okay the background has to be light now


Cofd olft, Cal. Mokt piople
wouldbea
I'myour brother. person who just tortured

ihem for 5,000years. \
X
G~ ’
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It's really hard for me to take Rae as being sincere here,
but I'm not sure what | thought at the time about it.
Probably nothing deep. He thinks he's being sincere
however, & that's good enough for hlm and Cal ..

N

Understatement of the year. Well, Cal's
attachment to the concept of "Family" is
certainly accurate! He thinks it's a panacea,
even and especially when family is actually
the problem.

Why did you run from
me,Rae?

Don'tbe silly. What's done is done..we've both
done bad things. They were horrible circumstances
to live with, and now that they're gone, we can

be happy like we used to be.

X/ rmscared. Why in the world

| have a hard time pinning what | don't
like about this interaction. Maybe the
fact that I'm presenting it as positive,
when it really is not. | was still indulging
" in "Teehee boys cuddling" and not really
emphasizing how this is part of an
abuswe cycle of behavior.

This page introduces the font
that would become standard for
Grayling for the rest of its run:
Gadget. It finally clicked!

*

Feh, you think those I
rules apply to us? »>
Lem justmade them. e
Wlobcnn(’sl 4 3
uvoulmme. < .5
| nothing . o
| else matters. o 2% 4 y i
*" So,let'sgo
2 home. %10
.
. X {
don'twant you t Lem's basic concept i s,
. ) L to toke me back ’ )
I'm usually fine with anachronistic stuff, but | justbecause "t of decency &
| wouldn't do such a direct biblical [ty don'desepve i ) e acc?“"falb"t"y
wi atie: joesn't apply to us.
reference now. Probably. calf* thing is inapplicable I
here, to say the least.


This page introduces the font that would become standard for Grayling for the rest of its run: Gadget. It finally clicked! 

It's really hard for me to take Rae as being sincere here, but I'm not sure what I thought at the time about it. Probably nothing deep. He thinks he's being sincere, however, & that's good enough for him and Cal ... !

Understatement of the year. Well, Cal's attachment to the concept of "Family" is certainly accurate! He thinks it's a panacea, even and especially when family is actually the problem.

I have a hard time pinning what I don't like about this interaction. Maybe the fact that I'm presenting it as positive, when it really is not. I was still indulging in "Teehee boys cuddling" and not really emphasizing how this is part of an abusive cycle of behavior.

I'm usually fine with anachronistic stuff, but I wouldn't do such a direct biblical    reference now. Probably.

Lem's basic concept of decency & accountability doesn't apply to us.


Whatever you wanted to show me, Fern,
/ it'd better be good.

> Totally dismembered..

the head's the only
recognizable part. All
| the bones were split
3 | openforthe marrow..
N5 w5 |
I found
the remains.
of one of your:

n ‘ \ i R | if there was really motivation to this beyond showing that
minions, Curtigh} 4 Rae is dangerous & doesn't value other people unless
they benefit him. Also, | guess he was hungry. Even so,
this is really over the top. He didn't really have any
reason to hate Curtis this much. It was also a convenient
way to get rid of Curtis, but it backfired because killing
him made people like him like a million times more.

Fern...what happened to your legs...
| was a little too ambitious with the
anatomy | could handle here.
Where is Fern pointing?
Where is Fern looking?

s strange, Fern. As parents,
alllike to believe we start out

the best for our children.. our ¢

raise them to be independant,

But allwe end up wanting Is
our owninterests to make up
something to control, somethi
to OWe us something.

The children society tells us ar

become nothing but tools, and}

their flesh is thrown to the dog

Yikes. You could have built up to
that a little bit, Lem. This should
have been paced out better, but
it's definitely the type of thing
Lem would say...

(

Given the next page,
this rushed page was
supposed to book-
end the whole
"wander around the
city" episode. It ends
with a bit of a fart,
doesn'tit? | was
definitely losing
control of the
narrative at this point.
| was juggling a lot of
different threads and
it all kinda came
tumbling out in a
gnarled mess.

We're done here. Burn what's left.

Z
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Fern...what happened to your legs...
I was a little too ambitious with the anatomy I could handle here.

Where is Fern pointing? Where is Fern looking?

The cute kitty did something fucked up! I don't remember if there was really motivation to this beyond showing that Rae is dangerous & doesn't value other people unless they benefit him. Also, I guess he was hungry. Even so, this is really over the top. He didn't really have any reason to hate Curtis this much. It was also a convenient way to get rid of Curtis, but it backfired because killing him made people like him like a million times more.

Yikes. You could have built up to that a little bit, Lem. This should have been paced out better, but it's definitely the type of thing Lem would say...

Given the next page, this rushed page was supposed to book-end the whole "wander around the city" episode. It ends with a bit of a fart, doesn't it? I was definitely losing control of the narrative at this point. I was juggling a lot of different threads and it all kinda came tumbling out in a gnarled mess.


‘What a hardass, eh? Annoying, stubborn, unfair,
callous...that's lfe for you, and that's also o good

elemental ... "Do this , or I'll hurt you very, very
badly."

W\

Cut to a bizarrely
disembodied internal
monologue from Fern
talking directly to the

audience about the nature
{ of violence among
{ elementals? What?

4

- 7
I think this was me
realizing | needed to
re-center Fern as a
main character after
getting rid of Curtis.

I used to live with much more

| sstrange how depravity works

among people....

lough, go ahead.
‘They wouldn't

Tl fucking kill you.

)

s such a complicated emotional conflict, but I tried to
cram it into 1 small panel...sheesh. In the newer comic, this is
an issue I'm going to try & show really well. It's a lot like the
feelings people have about not wanting to be their parents.
This takes years for most people to deal with, & there's even

A what
people they
S were. Far more
- forglving than
ARSI 5 myself.
Andthisishow used B
tolook. Don't say ="
Tiook like Lem, \

g4

\

more going on for Fern & Lem.
1 i N\

rw vieuni” means.

even understanding



Cut to a bizarrely disembodied internal monologue from Fern talking directly to the audience about the nature of violence among elementals? What?

I think this was me realizing I needed to re-center Fern as a main character after getting rid of Curtis.

I adore these stick figures though, and the sun's expressions. These are hilarious. 

This is such a complicated emotional conflict, but I tried to cram it into 1 small  panel...sheesh. In the newer comic, this is an issue I'm going to try & show really well. It's a lot like the feelings people have about not wanting to be their parents. This takes years for most people to deal with, & there's even more going on for Fern & Lem.


S'thatyou, Darc?

I'mhome..
everything's barcy?Areyousl-
mlqmem ...Darcy... Whatis that?

This is another absurd exchange. Darcy
would have known about this stuff long
before, but | needed to inform my audience
of the backstory, so | made Darcy a woobie
the audience could relate to.

1 wrote about this a bit before, but | changed this quite a bit. Darcy
will not view the backstory this way in the new comic because of
changes | made to the narrative. But leaving the modem iteration
of the comic aside, this contradicts information we learned before.
Earlier in the comic, it was mentioned that the creation story had
Lem killing his brother - so Darcy would have known about that.
You could argue that he didn't understand that it wasn't just a
metaphor, but it's still confusing. | didn't think it through.

Lem, that's not true.
There's nothing straight
about this comic.

\

You...youlied to me,

Lom...youlied loeverybody...

You killed your brother, didn't
Youkilled him.



Lem, that's not true. There's nothing straight about this comic.

This is another absurd exchange. Darcy would have known about this stuff long before, but I needed to inform my audience of the backstory, so I made Darcy a woobie the audience could relate to.

I wrote about this a bit before, but I changed this quite a bit. Darcy will not view the backstory this way in the new comic because of changes I made to the narrative. But leaving the modern iteration of the comic aside, this contradicts information we learned before. Earlier in the comic, it was mentioned that the creation story had Lem killing his brother - so Darcy would have known about that. You could argue that he didn't understand that it wasn't just a metaphor, but it's still confusing. I didn't think it through.


gnything...? L\
= o~

/ 1, Mid loves sugar .
! and can't turn
down a treat.

Uh... Fletcher..
| youdorealize ==X ey 1 sy
I blacked out so much of this
stuff from my memory. | forgot
Curtis mistook Mid for a girl. |
want to forget again... ik i
1 it get you anyiming, my
bl A AN ' Mid's "cover," of talking
in a language no one
understands...ok.

THING! LOVE MENOW?222?"

‘ged



I blacked out so much of this stuff from my memory. I forgot Curtis mistook Mid for a girl. I want to forget again...

Mid loves sugar and can't turn down a treat.

Mid's "cover," of talking in  a language no one understands...ok.

I like Morse's dialogue here


'WILL YOU TAKE CARE OF ME LIKE MY MOM DOES?2?
\ Hola! Here |
Of course! Ah, Delye, perfecttiming. am. Yousaid

youncededme?=> _ X

Indeed I did” ~
Would you mind
< entertaining this
gentleman fora
bit? He's VERY

Morse is taking Curtis' advice to heart at this point.
This is a pretty exasperating situation though. Can't
really blame her!
M"} Y
| M
) &
The supply of feminine-looking
boys that pop out of nowhere
‘must be quite high where you
. come from. - / Isn'tit
\ - convenient?
He just got
outof the

mental
ward, too.
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N
ja ¢
~
Erm.... Right.
Jand where'd
the laptop W
come from?| mmm.

Rae is gone but drama is still
going to happen, so Mid is
here to hassle Morse.

'

I think | honestly just wanted to have Delye show up
and be in the comic. There's no good reason for him
é to be here. By this point | desperately wanted Fletcher '
gone & was sad | had put him in the comic at all.
"

> 14 J f /
D> A &l



Morse is taking Curtis' advice to heart at this point. This is a pretty exasperating situation though. Can't really blame her!

I think I honestly just wanted to have Delye show up and be in the comic. There's no good reason for him to be here. By this point I desperately wanted Fletcher gone & was sad I had put him in the comic at all.

Rae is gone but drama is still going to happen, so Mid is here to hassle Morse.
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a villain in the old comic, but | disagree entirely with
this characterization now. Domestic abuse makes
him totally repulsive. | just thought this kind of thing
was angst fodder when | was 19, but now | find it
stomach-churning. It's something | only got
perspective on as an adult.

1D yeu!
Wl need o ?’x.o the truth) you vot
f, ,w think Y4 _,.:1 i a5 e 3x BT ikl
7

;9»3\
_(/

Y 7.

This is also gross because this exchange ;

is also to show "Darcy is strong!!1" This £
didn't need to happen to show that
Darcy's strong. It's really bad romance
novel grade nonsense. | must have been
feeling wangsty so | did a scene like this. “}-
\
A4 l
This should be Morse's job! In fact, | have to do some silly
X deux ex machina stuff later on in the comic to explain why
s[rum{:m a:ym. - Morse even knows the same information! More mistakes
Should | call the doctor?, with characters' roles and the flow of information.
\ " PO v— T T T


This will definitely not happen in the new comic. Lem is not like this. I was pretty bent on making him a villain in the old comic, but I disagree entirely with this characterization now. Domestic abuse makes him totally repulsive. I just thought this kind of thing was angst fodder when I was 19, but now I find it stomach-churning. It's something I only got perspective on as an adult.

This is also gross because this exchange is also to show "Darcy is strong!!1" This didn't need to happen to show that Darcy's strong. It's really bad romance novel grade nonsense. I must have been feeling wangsty so I did a scene like this.  

This should be Morse's job! In fact, I have to do some silly deux ex machina stuff later on in the comic to explain why Morse even knows the same information! More mistakes with characters' roles and the flow of information.


Idon'thave a
lotoftime here,
Ihave togo

toschool.

For! o
\ 'or%"" bout school
= ﬂ!ls more

Wha
going on, anyway?

'S This world, Arduc,
encounters with Faidia’s elementals.

They arrived here a long time ago and
killed Arduc’s original set of ‘mentals
toabsorb their power and assimilate
Arduc info Faidia, at least in spirit.. They
control Arduc, but none of the people herg
are aware of it, They leech off your
resources, but preserved your culture
sothat most people only know Faidia

asa vnquenndem culture in the mythology

RN/

Something like that, although we' uwully

What do youmean
by "worlds"? Dimensions?

but these exist in different “dimensions, and only

This is a lot of angsty information to
dump in Morse's lap all at once, and it
doesn't really do anything for her either.

Being an elemental is unbearable.

Letme ex

':J%:}’: can show disregard for mortals' safety - a lot like what the

aren'trea  Crystal Gems in Steven Universe. He also talks about the

they're m - 4 ; isn

Theylack  €lementals like they're all the same, which we know isn't ) o

tomanipu true. It's a lot of text that doesn't accompllsh what it should. I had fun with this fire! I'd get hung up on the fact |

tolaugh ju

It's...not completely their fault...
Partofit's ignorance, another curiosity,

Butthey ll never be able
10 be mortal again, even

I know what | was trying to do with Mid's schpiel here, but
it's not quite right. The dialogue just ends up saying
"Elementals are people with flaws who might be dicks to
you!" He should have been putting emphasis on how they

While we can only

/11 W

perceive reality....

b ;
not, and that makes them very, very dangerous.

4

couldn't come up with reasons to show the
elementals using their magic casually..

The elementals create it.



I know what I was trying to do with Mid's schpiel here, but it's not quite right. The dialogue just ends up saying "Elementals are people with flaws who might be dicks to you!" He should have been putting emphasis on how they can show disregard for mortals' safety - a lot like what the Crystal Gems in Steven Universe. He also talks about the elementals like they're all the same, which we know isn't true. It's a lot of text that doesn't accomplish what it should.

This is a lot of angsty information to dump in Morse's lap all at once, and it doesn't really do anything for her either.

I remember I worked really hard on this shoe, and then I ended up having to cover it up with text. Sigh :'<

I had fun with this fire! I'd get hung up on the fact I couldn't come up with reasons to show the elementals using their magic casually..


Itsnota sure thing... but from past experience, we know
that the kind of behavior they've beendisplaying lately
isagood recipe for disaster...

Our elemental of evil,

Don'tworry aboutit. It's probably something
VDu 'd never even suspect. Let's start off this way..
nany
aboutyourfamityor is istory?2 nvolvement in
deaths, mentalillness,
dafocts, thatsort of thing.

orchaos, depending
onhow you look at it,
has just been let loose
after 5,000 yearsof
imprisonment. For now, SN SRS
itseems he'stakinga 2V

broak, but he'llbe back "'"""’;"““""
to/Arduc tofinish what JEAELLIEN

he started. - WldﬂnQEW

Congenital defects? Like
halflings? Halflings
popping up in Arduc would

Why doesn't Mid just ASK Rae? | guess because Mid {{i{ have been pretty crazy.
read the script. We have to interact with Morse and | \ i
make her a part of the story so just make do! Is it

uh.Jeez... no...

| Well.. except for
mentalillness..
Iquess there's

some depression

# onmymother's side..

assumed that Rae's attraction to Arduc is a
subconscious magical magnetism? That's basically the
biggest motivator in the entire comic and it's so vague.

but...
‘haven' \
: e = X a9
to have gone schizophrenic or somethind, 7
| because the last I heard of higy, hewasin ....Did you just plug
ninstitution. o ob the computer into your neck? q
Isntthat bordering on the Eccentric, Morse? Is
eccentric? ~ v that really the word

you want to use?

A\ \
I didn'treally kno
them that well, so it
didn'tseemlikea

Mid's one to
talk about
crazy relatives
\ i [
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a\
Thatsounds like a lead to me!

Nowwe're iemi somewhere.
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Why doesn't Mid just ASK Rae? I guess because Mid read the script. We have to interact with Morse and make her a part of the story so just make do! Is it assumed that Rae's attraction to Arduc is a subconscious magical magnetism? That's basically the biggest motivator in the entire comic and it's so vague.

Congenital defects? Like halflings? Halflings popping up in Arduc would have been pretty crazy.

Eccentric, Morse? Is that really the word you want to use?

Mid's one to talk about crazy relatives


N if you know
whqt | mean.,
\v’
\

W, /- ¢ |
WHY DID YOU CHANGE At least Captain Uber is having a good
CAPTAINUBER'S ‘ time. Somebody should be. I'm not

sure if | was actually modeling this

POSE?! | WORKED thing on any characters. | guess it was
FOR HOURS TO GET /; supposed to be a Power Ranger...with

an Ushanka...and a tommy gun.

MOM IS MAKING US

SNACKS! WHAT ARE YOU
DOING2! N ‘ WHY ISMY POSTER STRAIGHTENED??

OMG YOU CLEANED UP THE DUNE ¢
OF GARBAGE ON MY DESK! -~ J Fletcher shouldn't have a

cthulhu doll. Maybe it's from
an anime. He doesn't strike

The length me as the Lovecraft type.

of Delye's
dress
changed.

so many neat things
in your room!{! What's
toy plane do?

ZJ BLAHBLAHBA
/{ BHAFLFDetc.
] N

OHMY GOD YOU ( i While | was & am a big anime fan, |
TOUCHED MY PRECIOUS y dated someone in HS who was

obsessed with Sailor Moon & was a
total bore. Sailor Moon was a lot more
fun and more interesting than they
made it out to be, but | was in Delye's
position here quite a lot of the time.
Though | didn't eat any models.



arby

The length of Delye's dress changed.

At least Captain Uber is having a good time. Somebody should be. I'm not sure if I was actually modeling this thing on any characters. I guess it was supposed to be a Power Ranger...with an Ushanka...and a tommy gun.

Fletcher shouldn't have a cthulhu doll. Maybe it's from an anime.  He doesn't strike me as the Lovecraft type.

While I was & am a big  anime fan, I dated someone in HS who was obsessed with Sailor Moon & was a total bore. Sailor Moon was a lot more fun and more interesting than they made it out to be, but I was in Delye's position here quite a lot of the time. Though I didn't eat any models.


rrible
peopia.ncoe of e are,of e, Espaciolly ot out
they've had hard liyes, and itshows.
N Catwas never anything
Kind!

ot surprised. Gl
is 0 sweet person.

it
| forgot | even did this! Photo auras! | don't know if
it would ever occur to me to do something like this
again. Spectral photography isn't something you
should make canon and then never use again.
Most of the magic | think of for this world has to do _
:{,’,,’,7,.":“,';';,’::,,’::5;‘1‘,’ with peoples' conscious and subconscious
& thoughts. It's a little more ephemeral and flexible /
than more tactile magic like spectral photography.
I don't mind the idea, it's just something | would
have to be more consistent about for it to work.  §

Nice, nonsensical
backpedal there, Mid.
"These horrible

people aren't all that | absolutely did not remember |
bad, really" made Rhodes and Morse' fathers \
twins. That's a weird detail | made
up on the spot while doing this ~ :name?
page and never used it again.
fepair. He's undergong

Al Al G
Heh mh webu Wewrdud) My dod -

J ocadt a transformation worse

/ odd hh:?::nemm than death which

N b1

(7 can't tell her this yetah
But the aura around this
photo is mangled beyond

Where is he )
being hpl’

© 02 MJanda http:


Nice, nonsensical backpedal there, Mid. "These horrible people aren't all that bad, really"

I absolutely did not remember I made Rhodes and Morse' fathers twins. That's a weird detail I made up on the spot while doing this page and never used it again.

I forgot I even did this! Photo auras! I don't know if it would ever occur to me to do something like this again. Spectral photography isn't something you should make canon and then never use again. Most of the magic I think of for this world has to do with peoples' conscious and subconscious thoughts. It's a little more ephemeral and flexible than more tactile magic like spectral photography. I don't mind the idea, it's just something I would have to be more consistent about for it to work.


Mid's report: "That
sounds like bullshit,
but | believe it."

A

This entire line of inquiry of Mid's isn't
going to appear like this in the new
comic. The idea of there being no
equivalent elementals to Rae in these
other worlds, and Rae fixating on
Sutiyenner for this reason, is absurd to
me now in light of other developments
I've made to the way all of this works.
But, y'know, it works well enough to
explain the motivations behind the
actions of the characters thus far.

(Edonalokce, or
“diamond palace”
iy, the Callanertallion

ot ronghol )

What IS interesting about this report is that Mid, by dnvestmg
this information to all of the elementals, is doing something
that's still accurate to his character: though he's Cal's minion,
he is actually beholden to all of the elementals under certain
E circumstances. He's obligated to serve in all of the elementals’

best interests, even if it means a "betrayal" to Cal. If something
poses a threat to the elemental structure, Mid has an
obligation to inform everyone about it, regardless of branch
allegiances. The establishment of this arrangement will receive
more attention in the new comic. I'm surprised to see that | had
enacted it this early. Mid is a weird character magically - an
"elemental of elementals" in a way.

(eidnigheygl


Mid's report: "That sounds like bullshit, but I believe it."

This entire line of inquiry of Mid's isn't going to appear like this in the new comic. The idea of there being no equivalent elementals to Rae in these other worlds, and Rae fixating on Sutiyenner for this reason, is absurd to me now in light of other developments I've made to the way all of this works. But, y'know, it works well enough to explain the motivations behind the actions of the characters thus far.

What IS interesting about this report is that Mid, by divesting this information to all of the elementals, is doing something that's still accurate to his character: though he's Cal's minion, he is actually beholden to all of the elementals under certain circumstances. He's obligated to serve in all of the elementals' best interests, even if it means a "betrayal" to Cal. If something poses a threat to the elemental structure, Mid has an obligation to inform everyone about it, regardless of branch allegiances. The establishment of this arrangement will receive more attention in the new comic. I'm surprised to see that I had enacted it this early. Mid is a weird character magically - an "elemental of elementals" in a way.

Cal: I'm not even mad.


2us..well.. this is the
ISONs, SO hewd 5

eyl Rhodes,
uess the e \
ne was not \
e for life ) 100ks Mmost -~ N

ause that o2 o yost flow in this panel is reversed. | still make
- ~ this kind of mistake, because you have a
character on the left but who speaks second. It's
pretty easy to mess this up. | had to stare at it for
a few seconds before | realized | read it
backwards. Morse's dialogue should at least be on
the bottom half of the panel.

-

Okay, okay! I'm sorr - - 4
1o be scared of Fern, he's dary, i
whichmidhe heweaa mortalonce: ﬁ Morse actually coming out |,
Gin—s N and complaining about the .
] e o ! ol (o o writing inconsistencies.
di\ \ Z

In the modern comic, Fern will still be a bit of a
pyromaniac. It's a trait that tends to fall by the
( wayside so | feel like | haven't properly characterized
it yet. I'm going to try and demonstrate the natural
progression of Fern's character more clearly in the
new comic, but it's kind of challenging because he's i
that trope of a character who wants and tries to be
good, but tends to overindulge the senses. | don't
want him to be like, zany, but he kind of is.

AR Y

Wha? waitaminute, Jf 1snthean
em elementalt

es' parents
home" to
ng people
L

v

Smoke takes it upon himself \'

to look after Morse. You (
he wants |l ) know. The child they
:j;:.ﬂ"‘"‘ kidnapped in the middle of
microwaves ¢ the night.

s Shema ./ e 1
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This is a kind of cartoonish and misinformed depiction of a "troubled youth camp" or privately funded mental hospital? It's hard to tell because I didn't really know what I was doing. It's a depiction informed entirely by movies & my angsty imagination. That being said, I was legitimately scared of ending up in places like this since I was a child for a variety of reasons, so that fueled some of my exaggeration. I guess the biggest bit of misinformation I had at the time was not realizing psych wards did not hold people for life anymore, which doesn't matter much because that just replaced some horrible problems (institutionalization) with other horrible problems (homelessness). Anyways, I pictured Rhodes' parents paying some unethical people running a "home" to lock him away, which is definitely something people still manage to do to the disabled.

The text flow in this panel is reversed. I still make this kind of mistake, because you have a character on the left but who speaks second. It's pretty easy to mess this up. I had to stare at it for a few seconds before I realized I read it backwards. Morse's dialogue should at least be on the bottom half of the panel.

Morse actually coming out and complaining about the writing inconsistencies.

Smoke takes it upon himself to look after Morse. You know. The child they kidnapped in the middle of the night.

In the modern comic, Fern will still be a bit of a pyromaniac. It's a trait that tends to fall by the wayside so I feel like I haven't properly characterized it yet. I'm going to try and demonstrate the natural progression of Fern's character more clearly in the new comic, but it's kind of challenging because he's that trope of a character who wants and tries to be good, but tends to overindulge the senses. I don't want him to be like, zany, but he kind of is. 


I'msorry to disturb you,

ma‘am.. but I'm your brother

Lem'’s boyfriend, Darcy.

e
T

»oppe-m‘ ang
)

Okay. Toke off your shoes
and come in.

Why the heck does Darcy have
to introduce himself? | guess I'd
decided May and Lem were a
lot more distant or that Darcy's
relationship was a new
development that May wasn't
aware of because of her hermit it atmerinconvenient

Ilfes(yle This is sllly though o e

Here it comes - | think this is my

most embarrassing info dump! Modern May would be a bit more
. y courteous than this, though Darcy _
AE i said something kind of rude. ~)

, R
=2 J\l\ K\ //;""
Fortunat that you don' e here then,

isn'tit2 What would you like to know?
==
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Here it comes - I think this is my most embarrassing info dump!

Why the heck does Darcy have to introduce himself? I guess I'd decided May and Lem were a lot more distant or that Darcy's relationship was a new development that May wasn't aware of because of her hermit lifestyle. This is silly though. 

Modern May would be a bit more courteous than this, though Darcy said something kind of rude.


Our parents are the dieties Sun and
Universe. Cal and | were fraternal
twins. He was born first, making him

babies, soLem was dumped
enCal.too.Rae was ateenage

the oldest and most powerful
entityof Feidic.
ur fother wosn't / correctly, they were all
faithful, and had another | // { very happy together...but
T~ childawhile ofter with Rae beganto feel excluded..

Moon. The Sunwas
nd

Idoubt Col did it on purpose...
L

destroyed. He was our
hall-brother, Raenerial

The Sun hod no interestin raising

=4

on. his natur
you would

relationship, pet

ope else BUT us back then. There [| Cal was so busy raising Lem, Roe felt
were nosodielolfaboos or any - [| unwanted. He ran away. Cal was crushed.
Lem made up oll thot stuff ater. ] adore each other.. its uncanny...

Mot long after Roe left, the Sun decided
suddenly she was interested in
; 4

ol's nagging
HE

= wor. I was casy enouch

- o3 wondertul anymo e

toLem, especially B
" rewthathe was a nag,
1 arievingafter v
Y the missing child

Moon broughi the N The Sun offered him | [ritsmddiblynss !
childto Callo keep power..tought him ho :
ot : oughi ba {ivin things fafled. All the plani Foidi

5 Itwas very ualy. Lem, pissed
ke his own. They worldto control.. pepeiorh

y close,

7

How to use his

werto (W

The only explanation | have for this crime is that |
had finally just solidified the backstory and was eager
to tell it, so | just dumped it as soon as possible into
the next page without thinking about how to illustrate
it. This page is a one way ticket to comics jail. This is
the dramatic impetus behind the story and it's just
dumped out in a single page in one long, unbroken
diatribe. :'( RIP this page, and me

“It's all Cal's foult,”

M2 don't think either of them
1oatingis an ugly, blind sort
lover Col os much s they.
still ove them just os much
other, not like the Sun,
had ereated.

logether. They hodno

y--he helped beinaitinto

3¢ went absolutely mad. He

prophecy, and became

He would have annibilated

izing what he'd doneto Cal. |
he scene...l locked Rae

later to becomé
theSun's
favorite chil

AT

\ \into Cal’s gaping chest. God, | can still
see the blood splattered everywhere. . They
played init like children with fingerpalots.

1doublwe' Rae, L

| hight

i because
i



The only explanation I have for this crime is that I had finally just solidified the backstory and was eager to tell it, so I just dumped it as soon as possible into the next page without thinking about how to illustrate it. This page is a one way ticket to comics jail. This is the dramatic impetus behind the story and it's just dumped out in a single page in one long, unbroken diatribe. :'( RIP this page, and me


At this point, I'm pretty sure | was using a
nib pen to ink the comic, instead of just
pencils. It's still quite grainy but there's A,
any discernible line variation.

T

OW!Fern,
What- --

Dy RUN, NOW! &
==

Also, at this point, | was still using a mouse on the
§ computer, but | had switched from Photoshop to Painter
for coloring the comic. The idea of using Painter without
a drawing tablet is absurd to me nowadays, but |
certainly managed to muddle through back then. | used
the Liquid Ink tool in Painter for the blood on these
/ pages, and | had a lot of fun!



At this point, I'm pretty sure I was using a nib pen to ink the comic, instead of just pencils. It's still quite grainy but there's any discernible line variation.

Also, at this point, I was still using a mouse on the computer, but I had switched from Photoshop to Painter for coloring the comic. The idea of using Painter without a drawing tablet is absurd to me nowadays, but I certainly managed to muddle through back then.  I used the Liquid Ink tool in Painter for the blood on these pages, and I had a lot of fun!


~

It's so weird that | went immediately from some
of the most artless info-dumpage in comic
history to my most kinetic scene in the comic
yet. | ... have no explanation for this. |
remember | was definitely excited to depict
some senseless violence, however. This was a

scene | actually imagined ahead of time with N\ K
some level of choreography and visuals, and  +, “
the backstory was kind of like, "Well | already ‘. 75
drew this for the dream sequence so | don't N 7.7/ 8 [
want to do that again, right? So I'll just have
May explain it." Except it took like 5,000 words 7
on a single comic page to do that. Oops. Yt A :
-~ . > ) g ; :
G e A
— * N y b
oo S .
3 D o
. —-
7 S
Z
( We haven'tever siaried
yet, sir.
g %
) L |

Hurhur, Rae talking like a super
villain is actually hilarious to me.
He's such a dingus. 2

| y Ny S

Ah, how I've dreamt of smashing your head in with i 3
my very own hands, Moranerial. You've stood in " m"“’“'lm"l'd'"‘e‘“',c {ron,
my way one too many times. But | mustsay, 2 ‘::uu;z'«r 28
I'm disappointed. Aren't you being a little easy? = / \



It's so weird that I went immediately from some of the most artless info-dumpage in comic history to my most kinetic scene in the comic yet.  I ... have no explanation for this. I remember I was definitely excited to depict some senseless violence, however. This was a scene I actually imagined ahead of time with some level of choreography and visuals, and the backstory was kind of like, "Well I already drew this for the dream sequence so I don't want to do that again, right? So I'll just have May explain it." Except it took like 5,000 words on a single comic page to do that. Oops.

Hurhur, Rae talking like a super villain is actually hilarious to me. He's such a dingus.


wouldn'tbe a sc

f | Why the HELL doyoutoy
i with me, Rge. What did
y. everdo 16 you?

Is this a shonen
manga all of a

Because llike ~_
1o fuek withyou,
Fem,irsas
simple as
that,

Yougetexcited
about the
littiest things.
Youreally
do askfor

| still really like this color palette of

1 having everything black/gray except
s‘u'dden? ; for the red and orange of the fire
) L and blood.
O
’

5 Some of these drawings are definitely

\

That,afidyou're extremely

-~ - PESKY
v

better than others, but there's plenty
of movement and | think | made it
pretty clear what's happening? Which
was a triumph at the time.
e N
This dialogue could use some work, though. | was
trying to do this really villainous speech seriously,
but it comes off kind of prudish and old-fashioned.
It's weird how you can look back at something,
realize you were taking it way more seriously than
you would now, and yet you made it goofier than
intended because of tone-deafness or whatever.



Is this a shonen manga all of a sudden?

I still really like this color palette of having everything black/gray except for the red and orange of the fire and blood.

Some of these drawings are definitely better than others, but there's plenty of movement and I think I made it pretty clear what's happening? Which was a triumph at the time. 

This dialogue could use some work, though. I was trying to do this really villainous speech seriously, but it comes off kind of prudish and old-fashioned. It's weird how you can look back at something, realize you were taking it way more seriously than you would now, and yet you made it goofier than intended because of tone-deafness or whatever.


Soery | can't play longer, Fern, but I have
have business.

Raaae! Aren'tyou
evengoing to say
hello to me?

Why show Mid
actually grabbing
Rae's arm, when you
could just show a
disembodied anime
eye? Budgetary
constraints?

Time 1o put
you out of
commission
for awhile.

o= i A lot of this entire scene is subsumed ™=
Uiyt 2 into basic motives: show adorable
ever met. | was beginning yaois, and show blood, which were
tothink youweuldnever  things that just went together somehow
Pluswehaven't in @ lot of pieces of media at the time. |
spokenforsolona figured, hey, Fern can heal, what would 9
it hurt for there to be senseless
violence? | think people liked it at the
time, it was exciting! But | remember
kind of regretting it immediately
because how expediently | moved on
from it kind of trivialized Fern's
experience. Violence is still really
fucked up, even if you can heal up from
biell it. If this were something like Jojo's
made of Rae here. If | were to redo Bizarre Adventure, at least there would
this, | think he'd put up a bit more be a Qfad”a' ramp up to the healing
resistance. Mid diffuses the situation abll_mes of the characters, and that
a bit too fast. But, well...I doubt this tension would help fuel the story and ~ +
1\ entire sequence will have any place mak(le eIl GE 3?0“' the characters ('l
y inthe new story. This is actually a d_on t want”anyﬂ_ﬂng bgd to haf:pen "_’
part of the story I'm going to either this person ). | kind of just don't do this
§ skip, or do with Morse alone or with Y | Eh, _at least not for a_really long
/ other.characters: ) while. It's just here for the indulgence of
/ ) X it (and to show Rae is an asshole). ‘L



Why show Mid actually grabbing Rae's arm, when you could just show a disembodied anime eye? Budgetary constraints?

I'm not really fond of what a woobie I made of Rae here. If I were to redo this, I think he'd put up a bit more resistance. Mid diffuses the situation a bit too fast. But, well...I doubt this entire sequence will have any place in the new story. This is actually a part of the story I'm going to either skip, or do with Morse alone or with other characters.

A lot of this entire scene is subsumed into basic motives: show adorable yaois, and show blood, which were things that just went together somehow in a lot of pieces of media at the time. I figured, hey, Fern can heal, what would it hurt for there to be senseless violence? I think people liked it at the time, it was exciting! But I remember kind of regretting it immediately because how expediently I moved on from it kind of trivialized Fern's experience. Violence is still really fucked up, even if you can heal up from it. If this were something like Jojo's Bizarre Adventure, at least there would be a gradual ramp up to the healing abilities of the characters, and that tension would help fuel the story and make you care about the characters ("I don't want anything bad to happen to this person"). I kind of just don't do this again, at least not for a really long while. It's just here for the indulgence of it (and to show Rae is an asshole).


Reading this now as an adult,
this dialogue somehow
reminds me of a Sonic comic,
and now I'm imagining an
echidna version of Fern and |
want to die.

ething wrong with this place..it
looks abandoned in parts, butit's being used

| wanted to hint that
there might be magic
shenanigans going
on in Arduc, too, with
Fern's comment
here. | never followed

it up though.



Reading this now as an adult, this dialogue somehow reminds me of a Sonic comic, and now I'm imagining an echidna version of Fern and I want to die.

I wanted to hint that there might be magic shenanigans going on in Arduc, too, with Fern's comment here. I never followed it up though.

At least Rhodes has a big room?


Rae.. Why'd you attack

Bah. Thet was just 1| / 4
alove top, And he || ™ \
WAS getlingin my I ]

‘Why do you think? Lem is going o iry and stulf
me back in Col the first chance he gets. I'm NOT
oing back in there, damnit. Ineed the extra
juice after being held up salong.| don't know why |

Ineed!o ix on this planet, starting with Lem's
treatement of the holflings. s my faull that
started in the first place, and I'm going o stop t. _

We're onyour side,
i Rae, please believe me.
Doublless you'llfight
| switched back to pencils for this
page, and filled in the characters. |  fishtagainstus. Feen
was still struggling to figure out what orettke veu.buy
look | liked best for the art. Honestly cencerns.
I think I'm resigned to changing my o
techniques up on the regular as a
matter of course to keep myself
interested, albeit in less noticeable

R A |

So Rae's motive here is so seize power so that he can
resist Lem. | think a better touch for this entire sequence -
would have been to have the siblings emphasize that
they think Rae is mindless and uncontrollable. Instead |
there's some weak statements about how Rae will
inevitably destroy the world, when in fact Rae is kind of
necessary by the logic of the elemental system to
restore balance to the world. Once he pops out, he's ,//
unstable, but he'll come over to your side of things if you =
convince him it's in his best interest. It's kind of
¢ underwhelming. | mean, Mid isn't the sharpest knife in
the drawer, and he manages to control him immediately.
| guess part of this is that I'm trying to make Lem look
like a hysterical liar, but on the other hand, Rae DID
actually threaten to destroy the world. The whole thing is
rather awkward. In the new comic | haven't fleshed out
all of these details yet, but | can say that balance is
going to come up a lot more as a very important
concern of the elementals, and Rae's absence is a big R
problem for that balance. "
Just doing my job...
F



I switched back to pencils for this page, and filled in the characters. I was still struggling to figure out what look I liked best for the art. Honestly I think I'm resigned to changing my techniques up on the regular as a matter of course to keep myself interested, albeit in less noticeable 

So Rae's motive here is so seize power so that he can resist Lem. I think a better touch for this entire sequence would have been to have the siblings emphasize that they think Rae is mindless and uncontrollable. Instead there's some weak statements about how Rae will inevitably destroy the world, when in fact Rae is kind of necessary by the logic of the elemental system to restore balance to the world. Once he pops out, he's unstable, but he'll come over to your side of things if you convince him it's in his best interest. It's kind of underwhelming. I mean, Mid isn't the sharpest knife in the drawer, and he manages to control him immediately. I guess part of this is that I'm trying to make Lem look like a hysterical liar, but on the other hand, Rae DID actually threaten to destroy the world. The whole thing is rather awkward. In the new comic I haven't fleshed out all of these details yet, but I can say that balance is going to come up a lot more as a very important concern of the elementals, and Rae's absence is a big problem for that balance.


S Yes. Spasticis agood
forit,

Don'tyou have some sort
of elemental of LOVE or
NICE FEELINGS or anything
ofthe kind?

no, actually. There are nine
<= elementals...Death, life, good, evil,
water, earth, air, fire, and time.

Andallofyou
are animale?

o /4,//1/

On this page, it's Morse is like "This magic system
back to inking sucks | want a refund”
with a pen!

Death is @ crow, Life s asnoke, Fire is
snake, Good is a swan. Airis an albalross, Earth s afox,
Time i @ winged horse. Mid, by the way,

is @ horse. Time s his mother.

W-what about

blue squirrets?

Because there's one on my arm.

Oh...that'd be Vivanerial, elemental
ofwater.

2/ ¥hatde SOURRGLSEavelodowll
Oh, nevermind. Is he dangeros

\

Depends on your

Laying out basic I always think of this scene as belng VERY early
information. Had | in the comic, but it's actually way in here. Wow,
realized that | hadn't done the cross hatching on Morse's shirt in this panel
this yet? That's silly. actually looks pretty good except for a couple of
spots. Viv is more of a Faidian musk rat in the
new comic. I'm designing a new creature for him,
but it will still functionally be a squirrel. He'll still
be blue, of course, but unfortunately not a marill
because | don't want to get sued by Gamefreak.



On this page, it's back to inking with a pen!

Morse is like "This magic system sucks I want a refund"

Laying out basic information. Had I realized that I hadn't done this yet? That's silly.

I always think of this scene as being VERY early in the comic, but it's actually way in here. Wow, the cross hatching on Morse's shirt in this panel actually looks pretty good except for a couple of spots. Viv is more of a Faidian musk rat in the new comic. I'm designing a new creature for him, but it will still functionally be a squirrel. He'll still be blue, of course, but unfortunately not a marill because I don't want to get sued by Gamefreak.


“sigh*
Tch. My apologies, Miss. e 7 They're really coming out

meet =7 . of the woodwork, aren't
Stop scaring the natives, Folanerial, ¥, 3 | they... \l
Viv. N\ elemental

of air. He's

oneofLem's

secondaries,

ifthat means

anything to you.

Just in time, Fola Wow. | love this drawing of ouwant|
and Viv arrive with Viv. There's just something
some Fresh Anime about it. He makes a cute

Bullshit. mascot animal. I'mhere for the same

\—reuson you are, Smoke. .
A\ Everyone's talking about it.
1don’t know why this little pest
Fola heard there was going to be some 7 orin i b

elemental action and he ran over here to spoil ¢

it. Most of the motivations for anyone being 9

anywhere are pretty weak in this story for a

long time. | had a lot of trouble resisting the

urge to just introduce characters one after

another out of enthusiasm and wanting to

hurry the story along.

| had probably only drawn Fola's hair like this a few times
at this point and it was really awkward and hard for me to
draw. All of the characters are "hard" for me to draw at
this point, but Fola was particularly difficult for me to be
happy with. The things you get hung up on...

P et
b -~ gesseen

Because of my social circle at the time and some abusive
dynamics that were going on all up in there, | was not able to
come right out and say this until now, more than 10 years
later: Fola is ace. | thought of him as ace when | was drawing
this page and it stuck. Viv of course is a silly oversexed
{ character and this is an inappropriate joke in a lot of ways, but
Fola and Viv are best friends and they have a really amazing
and close relationship. | wanted to depict an ace character
who was very close to someone else without it being sexual.
As deep as | was in the yaoitimes, | really wanted to see a ‘Hmm, well 1 -

character dynamic like this, so | made it happen. Oh for the love of
5/ 1 . god, stop HUMPING me!
0 g "



Just in time, Fola and Viv arrive with some Fresh Anime Bullshit. 

Wow. I love this drawing of Viv. There's just something about it. He makes a cute mascot animal.

Fola heard there was going to be some elemental action and he ran over here to spoil it. Most of the motivations for anyone being anywhere are pretty weak in this story for a long time. I had a lot of trouble resisting the urge to just introduce characters one after another out of enthusiasm and wanting to hurry the story along. 

I had probably only drawn Fola's hair like this a few times at this point and it was really awkward and hard for me to draw. All of the characters are "hard" for me to draw at this point, but Fola was particularly difficult for me to be happy with. The things you get hung up on...

Because of my social circle at the time and some abusive dynamics that were going on all up in there, I was not able to come right out and say  this until now, more than 10 years later:  Fola is ace. I thought of him as ace when I was drawing this page and it stuck. Viv of course is a silly oversexed character and this is an inappropriate joke in a lot of ways, but Fola and Viv are best friends and they have a really amazing and close relationship. I wanted to depict an ace character who was very close to someone else without it being sexual.  As deep as I was in the yaoitimes, I really wanted to see a character dynamic like this, so I made it happen.


A 4 3 4L wienreate here...the place s

Definitely something | dealt with as a teenager, "™
though this is kind of a toss-off joke situation in the — Oneinvited m-me o his
first place, is that a lot of the guys | interacted with  hemenessseat "
were very unreliable. You'd end up having to walk ~|weuldgecutwith
home or call your parents for a ride because they'd  endtheniesked

drag you somewhere and then decide they Were  anghe saidhe wasnt
going to stay for 8 hours and you had to either put ey fercommitiment
up with it & get dragged onwards, or get ditched. It~ dumpiname
was a strange kind of abusive thing that no one had f:::,’;:::f;::ﬁ:m

warned me about but | had to learn about on my  guséenshowe
own once | was around kids who were 16+ and had o come aetmefor
use of a car. Not being able to rely on your peers to e ****"
take you home when you were ready was a pretty

big deterrent to doing...well... anything. Especially
- when you grow up in the northeast where the 71 knock
< /

weather kinda precludes walking/biking for most of \ knock
the year. | guess this was on my mind when | did this ck
k

( ck

) ock

\ - plcn:edunl ock
f::il‘f.'&:?ic- Z ock

f # nock

/ comic. One of the many reasons that | preferred the \
‘/ internet for socializing W

On one hand, this page is ridiculous ’; knock|
because it's about Fletcher. On the \ 77 knock
) other, at least I'm demonstrating that W knock
Lem actually has a decent relationship /, ’ knock,
with some of his constituents. His knock

mostly-positive relationship will carry no
over into the new comic, with some C N\ knock|
dramatic caveats. y ¢/8 knock
- —— NG knock

7 AN

~— Oh man, you can tell how DONE | am with Fletcher in this dialogue. |
did not even try. | don't know why | had to kill him, | could have just ‘\
N [4 dropped him with no explanation, but | felt this compulsion to finish \
/ what I'd started or whatever. There are parts of the comic that lack
explanation entirely but | guess this just had to get done! | think | felt
like Lem having a sword was like bringing a gun on stage. | had it in ?‘
my head to make good on all the talk that the elementals were
dangerous to mortals, too. But since Fletcher is a joke character, it
doesn't really accomplish anything of true weight.

MY REIAINER AND THAT'S MOKE 4 7
1MPORTANT THAN ANYTHING 3



Definitely something I dealt with as a teenager, though this is kind of a toss-off joke situation in the first place, is that a lot of the guys I interacted with were very unreliable. You'd end up having to walk home or call your parents for a ride because they'd drag you somewhere and then decide they were going to stay for 8 hours and you had to either put up with it & get dragged onwards, or get ditched. It was a strange kind of abusive thing that no one had warned me about but I had to learn about on my own once I was around kids who were 16+ and had use of a car. Not being able to rely on your peers to take you home when you were ready was a pretty big deterrent to doing...well... anything. Especially when you grow up in the northeast where the weather kinda precludes walking/biking for most of the year. I guess this was on my mind when I did this comic. One of the many reasons that I preferred the internet for socializing.

On one hand, this page is ridiculous because it's about Fletcher. On the other, at least I'm demonstrating that Lem actually has a decent relationship with some of his constituents. His mostly-positive relationship will carry over into the new comic, with some dramatic caveats.

Oh man, you can tell how DONE I am with Fletcher in this dialogue. I did not even try. I don't know why I had to kill him, I could have just dropped him with no explanation, but I felt this compulsion to finish what I'd started or whatever. There are parts of the comic that lack explanation entirely but I guess this just had to get done! I think I felt like Lem having a sword was like bringing a gun on stage. I had it in my head to make good on all the talk that the elementals were dangerous to mortals, too. But since Fletcher is a joke character, it doesn't really accomplish anything of true weight.


What's that? You don't want to?
Well, you don't really have a ochoice in this

satter, DO you.

Yea.. something dessply wrong hera.

Ha'a perfaat.

There ha ia.

I know you can hsar ma.

Suti's dialogue is a strange digression from the usual
flow of the comic. He's omniscient in Arduc, so he's
kind of just sensing out the Faidian elementals, while
at the same time not quite grasping what's happening
yet. He has his plan of revenge but it's desperate and Lh 1 A one ..
unlikely to succeed because of how disgustingly
strong the elementals have gotten from devouring Aga mora ..
other worlds. Suti has gotten far by intimidating
Rhodes but he's just a kid.

Thera's a voom in his head ..
ona. Dark, rotten, guilty ...

Yeah, mortal kid, go steal that
elemental's wallet and make
me great again

You know what you nead to do.

Ara you listening to me, you little shit?

Kelted through those locks 1ike
they were wax ....

Nothing you could aver do, hmm?

Thera's somathing wrong with

I can't wait to

a lot 1ika this

DD "UWMIOGID MWW DPUDN 70 0





Suti's dialogue is a strange digression from the usual flow of the comic. He's omniscient in Arduc, so he's kind of just sensing out the Faidian elementals, while at the same time not quite grasping what's happening yet. He has his plan of revenge but it's desperate and unlikely to succeed because of how disgustingly strong the elementals have gotten from devouring other worlds.  Suti has gotten far by intimidating Rhodes but he's just a kid.

Yeah, mortal kid, go steal that elemental's wallet and make me great again


It's been awhile... | hope they're WELL, secing this is o Callaneriallian-run
allright. How much longer project, it couldtake from one to two, oh,
do you think theyll be inthere, maybe three BILLION years.

v

Caldidnorder you
1o come, Fola..

N Alot of these panels seem to be doing that

4 -~ |\ classic "cut off the hands so you don't have
to draw them" move, but it's also just

R boring composition in general. | was never

\ < 2 that hesitant to draw hands, but | definitely

had and still have issues with mixing up my

panels for more visual interest. This is my
T & version of the "Talklng heads" problem.

i G

Ifit wasnt for YOU people

We handie our projects the wa
we wouldn't have lo be doing prole v

The night

we see it SIR.
this in the first place! | won't willend
be surprised f something eventually.
docsntael BLOWN UP Betore | the night
toght i bl Sk willend
Pay no attention eventually.

the night will
end eventually.

Wl

Class-trash was somethlng | always wanted to
include in the comic, because the branches are
supposed to have a lot of history with each other,
lots of infighting and historical resentments. But it ¥
was surprisingly difficult for me to write and make
it sound sincere. Fola's sniping is pretty weak
and half-hearted, he's not referring to anything

specific because | hadn't actually fleshed it out Viv isn't being sexual here, it's

9 enough, and Smoke is only vaguely annoyed. more like a cat person joke. |
3 Fola would still be a nitpicky weirdo nowadays would probably word this

§ but | think his dialogue could definitely stand to different or not do it at all now
i sound like it's actually based on something, because | wouldn't want Viv to
H showing the resentment instead of just trying to seem like he's flirting with her.
g tell the audience "there's something here!" when Gross

3 there clearly isn't. Not enough nuance. [~

§ \



A lot of these panels seem to be doing that classic "cut off the hands so you don't have to draw them" move, but it's also just boring composition in general. I was never that hesitant to draw hands, but I definitely had and still have issues with mixing up my panels for more visual interest. This is my version of the "Talking heads" problem.

Class-trash was something I always wanted to include in the comic, because the branches are supposed to have a lot of history with each other, lots of infighting and historical resentments. But it was surprisingly difficult for me to write and make it sound sincere. Fola's sniping is pretty weak and half-hearted, he's not referring to anything specific because I hadn't actually fleshed it out enough, and Smoke is only vaguely annoyed. Fola would still be a nitpicky weirdo nowadays but I think his dialogue could definitely stand to sound like it's actually based on something, showing the resentment instead of just trying to tell the audience "there's something here!" when there clearly isn't. Not enough nuance. 

Viv isn't being sexual here, it's more like a cat person joke. I would probably word this different or not do it at all now because I wouldn't want Viv to seem like he's flirting with her. Gross


Okay, kiddo.. Usually, | don v
‘once tonight, if you's
partof my body. | doubtyou're i this strotjacket o nothing, e

Let'ssee how
we can get yououtof
this thing ...

This is some strange dialogue
from Fern. For some reason |
never remember that he says he
doesn't like his own face here.

Suti is selectively blocking Rhodes' senses
to control him, but | would not have Fern
just blurt out in his face "you're deaf" now.
There's no reason that he would be able to
pick up on that except just ~magical
bullshit~ explanations. But there's really no
reason for Rhodes to be considered
A\ properly deaf in general. He's cursed and
Teh... you've been through hell, unresponsive, and that's generally all that
haventyou. Black scars under -
Heh, needs to be established.



This is some strange dialogue from Fern. For some reason I never remember that he says he doesn't like his own face here. 

Suti is selectively blocking Rhodes' senses to control him, but I would not have Fern just blurt out in his face "you're deaf" now. There's no reason that he would be able to pick up on that except just ~magical bullshit~ explanations. But there's really no reason for Rhodes to be considered properly deaf in general. He's cursed and unresponsive, and that's generally all that needs to be established.


Rae...I really
wish..you'd

he ‘mentols need
their chew loy. Fern's |

been fallowing suit.
‘Whatcan I5ay? He takes
alicking and keeps
onticking.

Hey. Target
initiated, or whatever.
They had him trussed
upinapoddedcell.

He's deaf, don'tknow

// / howmuch ofis cther
# sénses are crippled.

' “Hosn'tspokena
word...
you should take
over fromhere,

more fun when the victim
presents a challenge, and
‘anyway, Fernis nothing

Unwitting minions?
Don't most minions fall
into that category?

"_ Talking smack about mortals here

doesn't make a whole lot of
sense... The elementals do worse
than this. | guess instead of
"mortals" he should have said
something more general like
"people," or more specific like
"people who run for-profit homes
for the disabled" or whatever this
place is supposed to be.



Unwitting minions? Don't most minions fall into that category? 

Talking smack about mortals here doesn't make a whole lot of sense... The elementals do worse than this. I guess instead of "mortals" he should have said something more general like "people," or more specific like "people who run for-profit homes for the disabled" or whatever this place is supposed to be.


it prentshave any Eso-Homayhavebean
AP parans

carechoutwim - rmauee

e wasn v ware

whcthe v dongwrona..

herell - What
i his parents find him?

It's.. just s0 sad. So youna,
and he didn't even have
achanee to change his
ways...

\ My parents always threatened
our cats with being sold to

gypsies when they were bad, so

Oh, all RIGHT. this was just something in my =

vocabulary. Wouldn't include this

now because it is racist.

Y N\a
(" ) &‘?7

- @0(’? )

Wow, | absolutely forgot this \ "/ _/
> Mm hm. [l leave a note for the parents saying
page even exists. Necco he rn off with uvv:(M
Fletcher wasn't something \ ) )
Ooh. ke avpsles nn

that stayed with me.

Nowefs get moving and jon he others.



Wow, I absolutely forgot this page even exists. Necco Fletcher wasn't something that stayed with me.

My parents always threatened our cats with being sold to gypsies when they were bad, so this was just something in my vocabulary. Wouldn't include this now because it is racist.


Terrific. What isthis, an
International conference?
How long have you been
waiting?
L mi It'sno matter. Here they come.
Ifound Smoke!

S\ Fola must be standing on a box to
be taller than Smoke here

¥ \

: y i

9|

|

/ \
/)| Wt } Ah.Rae..
the nice non-violent -
behavior | asked you about..
\ - . \
Everybody's finally together.
4

< (N —


Fola must be standing on a box to be taller than Smoke here

Everybody's finally together. 


Hne
SON OF A WHORC

ST LIk
Pl
/= ~ Fola S'ays CIassV and Irawn anime style. We ALL
4 steps out jated. They're not goingto...
blow up anything,
LA

)
Ithink itstime forX.
Vivand 1o take &

Some of these Jokes | read them and
our leave.

I'm like, well that's me but it's a past
me...But this joke about "Anime Style" ...
1don'tthink so. They

| might have made this today
consider this sort of Wehave togetRi...
thing bonding.

: ern. Cnnvnuhnndlelms’ :
[ / / (( God, Rho..

{ | ) ,,, what happened
RNV \ B e,

This tone of, "lets put the fun
back in dysfunctional" type
humor, is definitely no longer ™

'

\/ something I'm into. ]
Nl A i .

oornsweqm ) Scared? 1 LA

They're not ready i : v ar la

tofight for real . Primaries? are gone. We

yet. Ithinkthey're Maybe N

both scared out B

of their minds, frankly.. . SR NI ¢


Fola stays classy and steps out

Some of these jokes, I read them and I'm like, well that's me but it's a past me...But this joke about "Anime Style" ... I might have made this today

This tone of, "lets put the fun back in dysfunctional" type humor, is definitely no longer something I'm into.

Scared? Primaries? Maybe


ding cong My nose-bloody hell -~ fucking wall
Don'tuse the bell, idiot, |
have the key someplace..

Sez YOU.... Mid, do you have
100 know
where they
are~_~This

one...attacked

Htinkle
etinkle*

“thud* OW! GODDAMNIT! WHO put

this WAL here 2l

KILL u:

Oops..Smokeget the ight.
1303 0 simple cnaugh questian. m
i cndeold, woni 1o
Better put some No problem then,
newspaper ecause we're
Huskhow The whole gang comes back ireacy dead
untit can't s i hi 3
Lorvae & fonsoine  to the house. Cal's in his i
munching Trial> What is going ON3! boudoir drinking wine like a smart

ON
i TR goth AOL chat room
~ \ -
N

!

Should have
changed the

Calis a crow, so he collects tons of

things and clutters the house with
them. | wanted to illustration his
nest-lining habit with this room.



The whole gang comes back to the house. Cal's in his boudoir drinking wine like a goth AOL chat room

Cal is a crow, so he collects tons of things and clutters the house with them. I wanted to illustration his nest-lining habit with this room. 
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Wow, I'd love to keep this stupid dialogue about dwarves. This is like something my wife and I would say now.

I doubt Morse has ever been in a house like this one. I imagined her family as pretty strait-laced.


Pardon me for asking...but what
IS this thing?

Whatare you
doing o poor
Maorse this time?

onveniently, Mid is
\eaving out the bit about

| the ifle bastards crawling
into your bed at night
and sucking your bod:
fluids out with their

X XFerns' exaggeraling, Morse,
they are equipped witha
notural anaesthetic o yo
1 don'tfee athing. They're quite
There are lols o friendly, loveable animats, really.
they're hiding inthe walls. They're scared
oflight, 50 i you don't wanl them to bother
0u, you can justturn the lamp on.

N :
N The dialogue is flowing a little bit
better now. Asking about the
nillits is certainly a reasonable
thing to do. And | still fully
endorse using anime emoticons
in comics. | should probably work
emoji into New Grayling.

beautifully. Without
you, this endeaver
would never have
gone 0 smoothly.

Oh..1..u-um...thank you..



The dialogue is flowing a little bit better now. Asking about the nillits is certainly a reasonable thing to do. And I still fully endorse using anime emoticons in comics. I should probably work emoji into New Grayling.

Cal the predator


Cal, I can't thank

you enough for

the kindness you've

shownme...

1don'tthink I've

everbeentreated

s well as this by

an adult, or .. anybody,

really. But I'mhoping

that, as an adull, you

canalso understand of ageless beings
how..um.. Confused inanother world
and scared

Iamright now.

Morse sits uncomfortably

in this no doubt very musty
museum grade chair

"~/ oppearing and disoppearing, fighting,
7 s allsoconfusing, I borely know
what's going on, ond whether I'm
doingthe right hing

Remember, o3 amortal, you re special, prolected.
I¥'s we clementals who have fo put up
with the evil illans ond so forth, and we're
Cal has a lot of surface
level charm so | think this
kind of interaction is still
accurate to his character,
but I'm looking forward to oy 7
writing it now and having o
him say just completely that
ridiculous shit because of combortiag. _
‘completely, Morsd how dumb he is.
Imsorry we haven't
e N\

you, but necessity makes us
hasty. | cannot promise absolutely nothing will



Morse sits uncomfortably in this no doubt very musty museum grade chair

Cal has a lot of surface level charm so I think this kind of interaction is still accurate to his character, but I'm looking forward to writing it now and having him say just completely ridiculous shit because of how dumb he is.


©02 Mlanda www.arborwin.com
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work things. I'm not sure
\ that's a trait that will carry
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of how petty these two can '/ /4 7

be in the new version of - P\/ Yes..| Ev\rvor{c\selsmbcd

the comic, but betterer ~ - / They can't fight all night, can
/ they? I set up abed for Roe

butl don't knowif he'll want

ljustneed tofeed,
that's all. 11l
be fine.

| guess Lem can just tell by
looking at him, but the way this
is worded is comically abrupt

Gotta chug Yes..over /
some of that Forohiaolill .
primary { What could
juice { 4 / Rae be
Y thinking!?



I'm sure I'll still make light of how petty these two can be in the new version of the comic, but betterer

Mid doing little household work things. I'm not sure that's a trait that will carry over to the new Mid.

Gotta chug some of that primary juice

I guess Lem can just tell by looking at him, but the way this is worded is comically abrupt

What could Rae be thinking!?


We're deep in yaoi trope territory.
| do think it's funny that Rae,
after umpteen years, is finally
with his boyfriend in the flesh, but
he's totally distracted by the
prospect of banging Lem's
\ boyfriend - a person he's never
even met - out of sheer spite. It's
ridiculous but also true to his
character

This TV with an arrow is just
so weird. | don't remember
doing that. What was |
thinking? It makes me laugh.

1

Fern was always
slightly tsundere or at
least very sarcastic or

facetious. This isn't
really much of a joke
but he is joking.

A



We're deep in yaoi trope territory. I do think it's funny that Rae, after umpteen years, is finally with his boyfriend in the flesh, but he's totally distracted by the prospect of banging Lem's boyfriend - a person he's never even met - out of sheer spite. It's ridiculous but also true to his character

This TV with an arrow is just so weird. I don't remember doing that. What was I thinking? It makes me laugh.

Fern was always slightly tsundere or at least very sarcastic or facetious. This isn't really much of a joke but he is joking.
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him after that absurd sequence where foa Lgm!
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Darcy is so mother henny here. I think it's that yaoi trope of the uke doing feminine things. I guess Lem could use some spoiling or whatever right now, but isn't Darcy famished or whatever?

"I'm stupid" Lem yelled into Darcy's eyeballs

Lem's depression and poor self esteem will definitely make a comeback in the new comic, and then some!

I especially hate how Darcy's comforting him after that absurd sequence where Lem hit him. But this was the standard of the time - gotta maximize the angst >_< How else will my teen ass get high

Lem! Spoilers!


Now you're just being

‘/( Youall usually
melodramatic. You ca complaintht you've

die, you'
OfLIFE.

ThIS should have been a major plot
point, actually shown in the actions
and scenes of the comic. Instead |
just plopped it down here. It occurs
to me that part of the problem with
Old Grayling is that it's basically
just note-taking. | always
considered it a "draft" and
therefore "notes" on that level, but
there are definitely much larger
chunks like this one that make it
unsuitable for an actual audience.

o tnis rate, 11l be 100 weak o
keep a physical form.

Ouiet, you.
‘You're nol going anywhere. I' make sure of it

It's amazing reading this dialogue
nowadays because | totally disagree
with this. | was trying to be "adult"
about these concepts and excuse
abusive peoples' bad behaviors like,
"Maybe someone abused me, but I'm
just as bad, so it's okay." Absolutely
not.

Uhae

Lem. pleose

=)

At least this scene reminds me |

am really enjoying the chance to
redo Lem's character and get it
right this time in New Grayling.

| was leveling up and used some
Photoshop brushes in the background
here. Except for the vacuum of empty
space (where I'm putting this note now)
this isn't the worst. Lets you really soak
in those yaoi rays



This should have been a major plot point, actually shown in the actions and scenes of the comic. Instead I just plopped it down here. It occurs to me that part of the problem with Old Grayling is that it's basically just note-taking. I always considered it a "draft" and therefore "notes" on that level, but there are definitely much larger chunks like this one that make it unsuitable for an actual audience.

It's amazing reading this dialogue nowadays because I totally disagree with this. I was trying to be "adult" about these concepts and excuse abusive peoples' bad behaviors like, "Maybe someone abused me, but I'm just as bad, so it's okay." Absolutely not.

At least this scene reminds me I am really enjoying the chance to redo Lem's character and get it right this time in New Grayling.

I was leveling up and used some Photoshop brushes in the background here. Except for the vacuum of empty space (where I'm putting this note now) this isn't the worst. Lets you really soak in those yaoi rays.......
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g0 away Suti..

They're all killers! | really put way
too much emphasis on the killing
in the dialogue. Probably because £=
. |struggled to get these concepts #
* across in the art. Now | can just fill ~
an entire page with blood instead
of repeating myself.
Now who's giving ordsr ? 4 .
I told you not to 40 thati ¥ ? p y
It plases ms off royally.

I'm tired.. please let me sleep.. ~ & 4 B . thats it
for now! |
hope you
enjoyed all

the words |
had to say to
my past self,
and | hope
you'll hang
in there for
the next
segment of
The
Annotated
. Grayling! <8

Trying to make Suti sound as villainous as | could,
even though Suti isn't really that villainous a
character? Well, he's the bad man and we're

supposed to be scared of him, so | thought | had to

have him say these things. Suti has a reason to be a
jerk, but not quite as messy and long-winded as this.

I don't think he'd have to continuously bully Rhodes
to stay in control. At this point, | haven't really

fleshed out how I'm going to do this part of the store

in the modern iteration, because | have a lot more
things | need to do first before getting to this - the
story being in chronological order now and all. |
definitely want to give Suti more nuance in the
beginning so his character isn't so back-loaded.
Tavel.. thay kille

only friends and laft me to ROT. f:ﬂ:lrxs
ad.



They're all killers! I really put way too much emphasis on the killing in the dialogue. Probably because I struggled to get these concepts across in the art. Now I can just fill an entire page with blood instead of repeating myself.

Trying to make Suti sound as villainous as I could, even though Suti isn't really that villainous a character? Well, he's the bad man and we're supposed to be scared of him, so I thought I had to have him say these things. Suti has a reason to be a jerk, but not quite as messy and long-winded as this. I don't think he'd have to continuously bully Rhodes to stay in control. At this point, I haven't really fleshed out how I'm going to do this part of the store in the modern iteration, because I have a lot more things I need to do first before getting to this - the story being in chronological order now and all.  I definitely want to give Suti more nuance in the beginning so his character isn't so back-loaded.

And that's it for now! I hope you enjoyed all the words I had to say to my past self, and I hope you'll hang in there for the next segment of The Annotated Grayling! <3
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